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A WEEKEND "

CELEBRATION

OPST, FRANCIS @)
OF ASSISI

2

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 @ 9:00AM-9:30AM CHAPEL

First Saturday Communion Service followed by devotion to our Blessed
Mother. Contact: Lori Zagiba lorizagiba@gmail.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 @ 10:00AM TFS COURTYARD

Blessing of the Animals: Saturday, October 3, 10:00am in courtyard of
The Franciscan School (elementary side). Bring your pets to be blessed
by our priests. Join us rain or shine!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 @ 7PM CHAPEL

Transitus: Saturday, Oct 3, 7pm. Join us for our Transitus Service as we
prayerfully commemorate the passing of St. Francis of Assisi from this life
to his heavenly home. Through prayer, candlelight, music, and the Word,
we will reflect on the final moments of our patron saint on the vigil of his
death. Contact Jim Wahl Jimwahl@stfrancisraleigh.org

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 @ 12:45PM - 4:30PM

Francis Fest: Sunday, Oct 4, 12:45pm-4:30pm. Our parish community
celebrates together with activities for all ages! To learn more, purchase
wristbands, and volunteer visit our website. Join us rain or shine!

A click away @} If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org.

Website / Realm / St. Francis Serves / Prayer Request / Listing of Prayers of the Faithful G ETCO N N ECTE D
KBL series / Bulletins / Employment Opportunities / St. Francis TV / Giving / Feed the Need
Staff / Advertise in the Bulletin / Franciscan School / Preschool / All Ministries / Financial Summary Connecting Parishioners to Events and Volunteer Opportunities

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi - 11401 Leesville Rd - NC 27613 - Tel: 919-847-8205

Fr. Chris Koehn, Fr. James Singarayar, HGN Deacon Stehhen Andrews Deacon Thomas Costello Deacon Frank Bandy Decaon Phil Rzewnicki, OFS
Pastor Parochial Vicar Deacon In Residence Deacon In Residence Deacon In Residence Permanent Deacon
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Octoher 3 | First Saturday Communion Service
9:00-9:30am. First Saturday Communion Service followed by devotion
to our Blessed Mother. Contact Lori Zagiba, lorizagiba@gmail.com.

Octoher 3 | Blessing of the Animals

10:00am. Bring your furry, feathered, or scaly friends for the Bless-
ing of the Animals on Saturday, October 3, at 10:00am in the TFS
Courtyard, rain or shine. Join us as we honor St. Francis of Assisi and
celebrate the gift of God’s creatures. All are welcome! Contact Shan-
non Hoffman, shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Octoher 3 | Transitus Service | Chapel

7:00pm. Join us for our Transitus Service as we prayerfully commemorate
the passing of St. Francis of Assisi from this life to his heavenly home.
Through prayer, candlelight, music, and the Word, we will reflect on the
final moments of our patron saint on the vigil of his death. Contact Jim
Wahl Jim.wahl@stfrancisraleigh.org.

MASS IN SPANISH - First Wednesdays 6:30pm in the Chapel
HOLY HOUR - Fourth Wednesdays 6:30pm in the Chapel

Octoher 6- December 22 | The Chosen- Seasons 3&4 Uiewing
9:45-11:15am. Please join us on Tuesday mornings in the Padua
Room of the Community Center beginning September 8 to view sea-
sons 3 and 4 of The Chosen — *“a groundbreaking historical drama
based on the life of Jesus, seen through the eyes of those who knew
him.” Contact: Tina Morgan tandmmorgan@earthlink.net.

October 10 | World Day Against The Death Penalty
10:30-11:30am. Death Penalty Abolitionists: Join CANC outside Central
Prison, at 10:30am, protesting the death penalty in NC, standing in
solidarity with the 122 men & women on death row, and praying for the
43 who were executed between 1984 and the last execution in 2006.
NC doesn't need the death penalty! Register. Contact Nancy J Jones
director@catholicsforabolitionnc.org.

Co-ed Fall Youth Baskethall Skills Clinic 10/11. This clinic is
designed for players to work on dribbling, passing, rebounding, shooting
and defensive drills with Triple Threat Triumph. 1st Grade -4th Grade:
1:30-2:30 / 5th Grade -8th Grade: 2:35-3:35 Cost is $23.00 for each ses-
sion/ All dates $105.00 Click here for more information and to register.
Contact Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Octoher 11| A Stand for Dignity 2:00-4:00pm. A Stand For Dignity
is a gathering of people of many faiths concerned about our immigrant
neighbors at the State Capitol. Join us on October 11 from 2:00 - 4:00
to bear witness and stand for the God-given dignity every person
deserves. Sponsored by Wake Interfaith Immigration Network.

Click here to sign up. Click here for the Wake Interfaith Immigration
Network Home page. Contact Email aclassiter02@gmail.com.

October 4 | FrancisFest

Join us on Sunday October 4th from 12:45-4:30pm to celebrate our
parish at FrancisFest 2026. Contact Ashley Watson,
Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Link for Sign up to Volunteer
Link to order Wristbands
Click here for more information

October 11| Mass with Bishop and LSAP Reception

9:00-11:00am. Celebration with Bishop Luis: Join us at the 9:00 Mass
on October 11 as the Diocese kicks off the Diocesan “Ladauto Si Action
Plan”, with goals to care for God’s creation. Reception and information to
follow. We are honored to host this event! Contact Mary Ellen McGuire
Maryellen.Mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Octoher 6 | St Francis Youth Baskethall League

Registration Deadline St. Francis Youth Basketball League Regis-
tration Join us for the 36th season of the St Francis Youth Basketball
League. This program is open to girls and boys grades 1 thru 8.
Registration is NOW! Regular Late registration runs thru Oct 6.
Contact Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org. Register here.

October 11| Always God's Children

3:30-5:00pm. A confidential setting for all members of the LGBTQ+
community, plus parents and grandparents. This meeting provides a
safe place to pray and share our experiences together in relation to our
Catholic faith. Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

October 7| Walking with Purpose Bible Study: Seven Habits that
Make Life Work 10:00am-12:00pm. God wants us to experience the joy
that comes from focusing on what matters most to Him. Are you ready

to discover what matters most in life and how to prioritize things? If you
want to create an abundant life that you enjoy and don't need to escape,
join us! Register here. Contact Jeanette Cottone jyc1@msn.com.

Volunteers Needed in Octoher

We need volunteers to help with several October events! Volunteers are
needed for Coffee & Donuts on October 11 and 18 and for our Franciscan
Spirit & Life Convocation on October 17 to help serve lunch and with
breakdown. Click here to sign up through St. Francis Serves.

Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

October 10 | Corral Riding Academy Saturday on the Farm
9:30am - 12:00pm. CORRAL Riding Academy is a faith-motivated
nonprofit that serves adolescent girls in high-risk situations through a
long-term, holistic program of equine therapy and education. Join us as
we do hands-on projects to support the KILDAIRE (Cary) campus and
learn more about CORRALs mission and programs! Families welcome!
Register. Contact Donna Schwede, Donna.schwede@gmail.com.

Octoher 12-18 | Family Promise Small Commitment. Big Impact.
Make a differenceby helping support the lives of families experiencing
temporary homelessness. We provide meals and groceries for one we
ek while families work towards permanent housing. Be part of our next
hosting. Contact Jim Packard, stfa.fp@gmail.com, 910-389-8936.

October 15 | Coffee with Chris 9:40am. Join Fr. Chris for Coffee and
Conversation on Thursday, October 15th in Padua, after Daily Mass.
Contact Shannon Hoffman shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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October 16 | NC State Fair Peace Booth

9:00am-3:00pm. The Peace Booth is a visible presence at the North
Carolina State Fair that lets fairgoers know that there are viable alter-
natives to the militarism and violence that are so pervasive in the world.
If you would like to represent our parish during this time slot, free tix!
Contact Mary Ellen McGuire maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Octoher 17 | Franciscan Spirit and Life Convocation
8:30am-2:00pm. Join us on for a day of inspiration, learning, and
fellowship. Fr. George Corrigan, will present “Mission in the 3rd Millen-
nium: A Franciscan Perspective — The Journey So Far and the Journey
Ahead,” exploring how the Franciscan charism continues to shape the
Church’s mission in today’s world. Register here.

Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

October 18 | Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Respect

Sun, 10:15-11:15am, Founders Room. A presentation on the latest
version of the U.S. Catholic bishops'’ letter on political engagement and
voting. We'll walk through the bishops’ wise, nuanced counsel on how
to navigate the messiness we face during this important but polarizing
election season. Contact Doug James, depolarizeSFA@gmail.com.

Octoher 19-23 | St Francis Inn Ministry

6:00am-10:pm. Join us for a trip this year and make a difference.
For five days, we will live with this Franciscan community, serve hot
meals to the poorest of the poor, just as Jesus did. Why not come
and be a part of something special? Spots are available. Contact
Diana Melo, melo.diana@gmail.com.

February 8-12, 2026 (Mon - Fri) - waitlist only

April 14-18, 2027 (Wed - Sun) - open

The Little Pantry That Gould

Maybe you have noticed the little white box in the
courtyard at St. Francis, outside the Church and in the
Columbarium. On one side it says, “Take what you need;
leave what you can,” and on the other, “St. Francis of As-
sisi Raleigh.” Looking inside, you see canned goods and
some dry goods, perhaps a snack pack of fruit cocktail.
That ‘Little Pantry,” and many like it scattered mainly out-
side Churches, many with associated schools, and large
food pantries around the Triangle, was the project of
Jillian Hines, a former student at The Franciscan School,
who used it to complete her Girl Scout Silver Award, the
highest Girl Scout award for middle schoolers. The idea
has taken off! More

October 25-217 | Elevated Parish Mission

What Are You Searching For? 6:30-8:30m - Everyone is searching
for something—purpose, peace, hope, healing, or a deeper relation-
ship with God. Join us October 25-27 for the Elevated Parish Mission,
a three-night parish-wide experience designed to help you encounter
the transforming love of Jesus Christ and discover the joy of living as
His disciple. Click here to learn more and register.

Octoher 25 | Greater Triangle Area CROP Hunger Walk
2:00-4:00pm. We are called to care for the poor and marginalized. Join
the St. Francis of Assisi Community Team to support just and sustainable
responses to hunger, poverty, displacement, and disaster both locally and

around the globe. Family Friendly! Register today to walk, donate, or both.

Contact Mary Ellen McGuire Maryellen.Mcquire@stfrancisraleigh.org.

November 4 | Women's Ministry with Walking with Moms in
Need Bahy Shower Event 7:00-8:00pm. Join us Wednesday, Nov 4th
from 7:00pm to 8:30pm for a Baby Shower Event at the Padua Room in

the Community Center. We'll assemble Blessing Boxes for Moms in need.

Donations of $20/$30/$40 cover supply costs. Register here. Contact
Katie Coppins, sfawomensministry@gmail.com.

Novemher 6-8, January 29-31| Worldwide Marriage Encounter
If you would like greater depth, growth and enrichment in your relation-
ship, you'll like the difference a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend
can make! Register. or Call 919-740-7435. Contact Diana Forehand,
dforehand@nc.rr.com.

- b

We all love Christmas. The birth of Jesus, the

celebration of our faith, the joy of family and friends
gathered together in the spirit of the season- it's all

so wonderful. Who loves Christmas most of all? Of
course, children do, and, well, Santa Claus. What

could be better than making a child’s Christmas

better, as Santa does, even when they are facing
challenges during the special season of Christmas? More

Novemher 7| Mass of Rememhrance \We will honor and pray for
all parishioners who have died in the past year with a special reading
of names. Parishioners are invited to bring a framed photo (max
5x7”) of deceased loved ones to the Church Office between October
17th-30th. Please include contact information for easy return. Con-
tact Shannon Hoffman, shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Are you New to St. Francis? We warmly
welcome you to our community! If you have
any questions or are interested in learning
more about how to get involved, please don't
hesitate to reach out to Stacey Shine. We
look forward to connecting with you and
helping you feel right at home.
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026 CONVOCATION | OCTOBER 17 | 8:30AM TO 2PM
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A Franciscan Mission S
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Mary Fr. Peter Gladys

Jim Sr. H'éllen Trevor Angela
Session 1 Session 2

1.Magnifica Humanitas and Artificial 1.Have You Given Up on the Synod? A
Intelligence: A Franciscan Perspective Fresh Perspective on Synodality the
with Fr. George Corrigan, OFM. Franciscan Way

2.Between Absence and Presence: The with Gladys Whitehouse, OFS
Eucharistic Life of St. Francis of Assisi 2.Faith is an Adventure! Live it!
with Jim Wahl with Mary Grace

3. Topeka, Kansas to Albuquerque, New 3.21st Century Franciscan Preaching:

Mexico! Come Follow Me! with Sister “Preach at All Times, Use the Pulpit
Helen Santamaria Only When Necessary! with Fr. Peter

4.Learning to Love with St. Francis: A Tremblay, OFM Conv
Franciscan Vision for Marriage and 4.For the Connector: RCIA/OCIA - what's

Relationships with Trevor Thompson the difference? with Angela Flynn

O 0]

— Fr. George Corrigan, OFM is our keynote speaker.
He will present “Mission in the 3rd Millennium:
A Franciscan Perspective — The Journey So Far and

the Journey Ahead,” exploring how the Franciscan 'E#l'h‘
charism continues to shape the Church’s mission in

i
today’s world. E Y

Register on Realm | $15 Fee | Includes Lunch

5
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THE FRANCISCAN SCHOOI

|
“ TFS Application Portal Open
. The 2027-28 application portal is now open!
Families seeking an exceptional K-8 Catholic
education rooted in faith, academics, and service
are invited to discover all that TFS offers.
At The Franciscan School, all are welcome.
We invite families of all backgrounds and faith
traditions to join a community where students are
encouraged to grow academically, spiritually, and
through service to others.

Financial aid and scholarship opportunities are
available to help make a Catholic education ac-
cessible. Learn about important application dates,
admissions decisions, enroliment deadlines, and
tuition assistance.

Admissions Timeline/Application

Begin your family’s journey with The Franciscan
School today!

WITH FR. CHRIS

Thursday, October 15th
9:45am | after Daily Mass

JOIN US IN PADUA

October 6- December 22 | The Chosen- Seasons 3
and 4 Viewing 9:45-11:15am (see page 3)
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Employment Opportunities:

o After School Care Staff (Part-time)
o Assistant Principal (Full-time)

See more details here: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/.

May their lives always bear
witness to Christ’s love.

Congratulations to Paulette Perez and Mason Brown who
celebrated the sacrament of marriage on 9/26/2026 with
Rev. Chris Koehn officiating.

Laudato Si asks us to engage in

Ecological Education

— —— — _and

Ecological Spirituality

e &%
> Plant a Native Tree This Fa

» Give birds and wildlife a place to thrive. "

o T i At ke

L
: — Care for Creation e o m - ?_': "
Click this image for native tree suggestions. ~ FA8% %

WHAT ARE YOUY
SEARCHING FOR?

g —

Everyone is searching for something — Purpose, Peace,
Hope, Healing, or a Deeper relationship with God.

Join us for the Elevated Parish Mission

October 25, 26, & 27

Clergy and staff will NEVER ask you for favors or money.
This includes email, text messages, and voice mail. ALWAYS check
with the parish office when in doubt. NEVER click on a link, or respond
to any request unless you have checked the validity of the message.

If you receive scam email please forward them to
Ryan.Edwards@stfrancisraleigh.org. He will block them.
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Congratulations on 65 Years of Marriage!

Marie and Dan DiPerna celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary on September 30. They
moved to Raleigh in 1995 after spending most
of their married life in NJ raising their 4 children.
They have spent the past 30 years at St Francis
of Assisi Catholic Church. Marie spent 23 years
working in the parish office. (We will miss you,
Marie!... you too, Dan)

The happy couple have just recently moved to
Harrisburg NC to be closer to their daughter.
They will truly miss their church family at

St. Francis.

Celehrating Your Marriage! Are you celebrating a milestone wedding anniversary? We would love to cele-
brate this special occasion with you and our parish community! Parishioners celebrating 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40,
45, 50 years of marriage—or any five-year milestone thereafter are invited to send us a favorite wedding photo or
a recent photo of the two of you. Send it to diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org. Please include your names, the
number of years you are celebrating, and your anniversary date. With your permission, we'll share your photo and
anniversary in the parish bulletin as we give thanks for the beautiful witness of married life in our community.

May God continue to bless your marriage and the life you share together!

LET'S GELEBRATE THE NEW mocEsA”N’ ‘~
% LADAUTOSIACTIONPLAN! ./,

Mass with Bishop Luis %, % %,

..\

| \{
W= Reception to follow ‘.
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Download letter

Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship

U.S. bishops’ letter on politics and voting

“...a better kind of politics...” Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti

Sun, Oct 18, 2026, 10:15-11:15am, Founders Room

More info: depolarizeSFA@gmail.com

©ME IN LAUDATO SI.
SEE §HE 7 THEMES OF THAT
ENCYCLICAL HERE:

LAUDATOSIACTIONPLATFORM.

ORG/LAUDATO-SI-GOALS

L

CATHEDRAL HOLY NAME OF JESUS
715 Nazareth St. Raleigh, NC 27606

CELEBRANTE:

Obispo Luis Rafael Zarama

iHABRA COMIDA,
BAILES CULTURALES Y MUSICA!

Para mas informacion: 984-900-3182

PATROCINADO POR LA CAMPANA ANUAL DEL OBISPO

Grealer 77%%55& Area

CROP HUNGER WALK
OCTOBER 25, 2026
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EM to the Homehound
We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers to join our EM to the
Homebound. If you are interested or would like to learn more

please contact Shannon.Hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Help for a New Mother

Click here to read more or visit hittps://stfrancisswd p.org/blog/

If you need help, please call our helpline at (919) 534-4842

5t. Francis of Assisi

Raleigh, NC

If you need help, please call our helpline at (319) 534-4842

' DO YOU HAVE A PYX THAT YOU'RE NO LONGER USING?

IF SO, WE KINDLY ASK THAT YOU RETURN IT TQ THE
CHURCH RECEPTIONIST DESK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

WE'RE CURRENTLY RUNNING LOW AND SEEM TO BE
MISSING SEVERAL. YOUR HELP IN GETTING THEM BACK
WILL ENSURE OUR HOMEBOUND MINISTRY CAN
CONTINUE TO SERVE THOSE IN NEED WITHOUT
INTERRUPTION.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

y N



http://laudatosiactionplatform.org/laudato-si-goals/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/a-helping-hand-for-a-new-mother/
http://stfrancissvdp.org/blog/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/serve/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/learn/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/donate/
mailto:Shannon.Hoffman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=

RUCKUST=

e SCRATOH KITCHEN =557

A2 . ¥
Fresh, healthy Lebanese Mediterranean food. . UMSTE Dngeres
TR0 it REALTY. E=iEs

919-412-8224

@D Habanero @B, Al types of photography
A Y Architecture 47 .\ including weddings. Live
HO“’-‘_‘_R” HANNA Habanero is a blend of contextual modernism and a gl Streaming on locafio
AR TR REALERIAIE innovation that offers meaning to your project and N Q‘;v anywhere. ~
9212 Falls of Neuse Rd., Ste 111 spaces. We help clients turn ideas into buildings that Sl .
James W. Patella Raleigh, NC 27615 work and feel sophisticated. OgRP (919) 599-7683 71 A
Parishioner and local Realtor (336) 682-1799 . Phil Thalheim‘er Parishioner
with over 18 years of xperience. - james patella@allentate.com www.habaneroarchitecture.com 919.830.3928 g

l_‘ Matt Greenan, AIF®, AIFA®
G 919-368-7014

PHILGREAT  Securities and advisory services offered
FIN through LPL Financial, a registered invest-
ment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Click here for ad rates and to advertise in the parish bulletin.
Questions, contact Diogenes Ruiz, diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Take advantage of this opportunity to showcase your business in front of our many parishioners and
thank you for helping to support our parish through the bulletin ad program.
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http://www.habaneroarchitecture.com
http://www.philgreatfp.com
https://www.sassool.com/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
mailto:diogenes.ruiz%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.MyProPhotographer.com
mailto:diogenesruiz%40live.com?subject=
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://www.ruckuspizza.com/
https://jameswpatella.allentate.com/
mailto:james.patella%40allentate.com?subject=


