
February 15, 2026 - The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi               

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Daily Mass M-F: 9:00am  in the Chapel

Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday | 5:30pm   
Sunday | 7:15 am, 9:00 am (also live streamed), 

11:45 am, and 5:30 pm 
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Fr. Joseph Ita-Sam, CM
Parochial Vicar

Stephen Andrews
Deacon In Residence

Clik here for the Diocese BAA video

Join us for a Franciscan Day of Reflection 
with Friar Julio Alberto Martínez, OFM Conv. Saturday, February 28, 9:00am-2:30pm. 
Fr. Julio’s presentation, “The Peaceful Restlessness of Francis for a Restless Age,” explores 
the question: Can inner peace coexist with restlessness?  Drawing from the life of St. Francis, 
this reflection examines how what may appear to be opposing forces can generate creative and 
life-giving energy. Participants are invited to explore how these insights can offer guidance and 
inspiration for navigating our own restless age. FEE $15 includes morning hospitality and lunch.
Register on Realm.  Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org. Click to view

This month the St. Vincent de 
Paul (SVdP) Conference here 
at St. Francis is celebrating 10 
amazing years of service to 
neighbors in our community 
who are experiencing economic 
hardship.  As we celebrate this 
decade of service, we give spe-
cial thanks to you!  Thank you for 
your prayers, your kindness and 
your generosity over the years!   
For 10 years, supported in large 
measure by parishioners of St. 
Francis, volunteers of SVdP have 
had the privilege and have been 
given the grace to walk alongside 
our neighbors in need, listening 
to their stories, honoring their 
dignity, sharing their burdens and 
offering moments of hope. This 
work is all about showing up for 

St. Vincent de Paul Thanks You for 10 Amazing Years!
our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
staying present, and trusting that 
encounter and compassion can 
change lives, including our own.
The SVdP ministry focuses on 
helping individuals and families 
weather short-term financial crises 
by assisting with essentials such 
as rent or utility bills and offer-
ing support at moments when 
one unexpected setback could 
threaten their stability, indeed 
their livelihood and home. In 10 
years, we have assisted over 2000 
people. We have provided almost 
$400,000 in assistance and this 
assistance helped to avert over 
550 potential evictions and to avoid 
over 240 shut-offs of utilities. And 
sadly the amount of assistance 
needed has increased nearly 

every year due to the rising cost 
of rent, increased food costs, 
and other impacts on a family 
budget. More...

As we celebrate this decade of 
service, we invite you to join us! 
Please follow this link for more 
information and to donate and 
volunteer:  https://stfrancissvdp.
org/st-vincent-de-paul-thanks-
you-for-10-amazing-years/
You can also follow this link to 
find out more specifics regarding 
the SVdP financial commitment 
over the years: https://stfran-
cissvdp.org/our-thanks-by-the-
numbers/

“Just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.”           
								                       Matthew 25

Reserve your seat!

Your Gift Changes Lives
This week, we highlight the many ways the Bishop’s Annual Appeal brings hope to individ-
uals and families across the diocese. From providing tuition assistance for Catholic school 

students to supporting food pantries, homeless outreach, and faith formation programs, 
your generosity makes a real and lasting impact. Every gift— large or small—helps us 

build a stronger Church dedicated to compassion, formation, and evangelization. 
Thank you for prayerfully considering a contribution to the 2026 Appeal. 

Click here to contribute to the BAA.

Currently, seven African American men and 
women are on the path toward sainthood. Each 
has demonstrated a life of virtue and deep faith, 
and their causes have been officially opened.  
Click here to learn more.

The Saintly Seven

Celebrating Black History Month

Click to view video
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The St Francis Inn Philadelphia Ministry trips for 2026
February 16 - 20 - waitlist only
April 13 - 17 - Open
Oct 19 - 23 - Open
Join a delegation to serve the Kensington community of Philadelphia, 
providing aid in the form of food, clothing, and so much more to anyone 
in need. Contact Diana Melo, Melo.diana@gmail.com.

February 17 - March 31 Grief’s Journey-Coping with loss
10:30am-12:30pm. Seven week series offering hope following 
the loss of a loved one through death. A safe place to share your 
journey and to learn from others. Intended for those who are three 
months or more after a death of their loved one. Meet every Tuesday 
in Anthony Hall Conference Room. Register here.  
Contact Dina DaRe, Dina.DaRe@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Feb. 14/15, 21/22 - Catholic Parish Outreach (CPO) Volunteers 
Needed  Volunteers Needed Two ways to help (1) distribute bags 
after Mass on weekend of Feb. 7/8 or (2) Collect donated items/load 
truck weekends of Feb. 14/15 & 21/22. See links for details.
Bag Distribution Volunteer Sign-Up / Donation Collection Volunteer 
Sign-Up. Contact Anne-Marie Summers, summers51984@gmail.com.

February 17 - Wine and Will Event 6:30-8:30pm. Whether you need 
to create or revise your will, please join us for our Wine and Wills event 
hosted by the Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Raleigh 
in Fellowship Hall. Come join us and enjoy a great evening of wine, 
conversation, and planning for the future. Registration. 
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 18 - Ash Wednesday Schedule
Mass Schedule | Church | Distribution of Ashes at ALL Services
7:00am Liturgy of the Word (No Communion)
9:00am School Mass
11:45am Mass
5:30pm Liturgy of the Word (No Communion)
7:00pm Mass
Contact Shannon Hoffman, shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 17 - The Chosen   9:45-11:15am Please join us in Padua  
every  Tuesday starting Jan 27 for the viewing of The Chosen.  We will be 
starting at the beginning with Season 1-Episode 1. Contact Tina Morgan, 
tandmmorgan@earthlink.net. 

February 15 - Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast
10:00-11:30am. Join fellow parishioners for a President’s Day Weekend 
Pancake Breakfast. Hosted by Knights of Columbus, after the 9:00 am 
mass in the Fellowship Hall. Price: $7.00/person or $24.00/family (living 
in a household) for 3 pancakes, 3 sausages, donut, coffee, juice, etc. 
Event proceeds support worthy charities. 
Contact Nick Renga, nrenga@msn.com.

February 19 - Coffee with Chris
9:40-10:30am. Join us Thursday, February 19 at 9:45am for Coffee with 
Fr. Chris in Padua. It will be a time to visit with fellow parishioners and Fr. 
Chris to celebrate as we continue to walk this journey of faith together as a 
community dedicated to our Franciscan heritage. Stacey Shine
Contact stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 14/15 & 21/22 CPO Food Donations Needed!
Bring nonperishable food items, or a monetary donation, to the Catholic 
Parish Outreach (CPO) truck before and after weekend Masses. Con-
tact Anne Marie Summers, summers51984@gmail.com.

February 16 - Homeownership Information Session
Is homeownership one of your goals for 2026? Come out and learn 
about owning an affordable home with Habitat for Humanity. This free 
Homeownership Information Session will walk you through what it 
takes to become a Habitat homeowner, answer your questions, and 
guide you step-by-step through the application process. Register here.
Contact Habitat Wake, homeownership@habitatwake.org.

Lent is challenging, but its spiritual 
rewards are abundant. Be encour-
aged in your fasting, abstinence, 
prayer, and almsgiving by joining 
Greener Lent.
Each year, together we reclaim Cath-
olic traditions rooted in our faith by:
• Reducing (not eliminating) our 
consumption of meat or cheese
• Committing to daily prayer
• Donating the savings from our 
food abstinence to help our Catholic 
brothers and sisters in the hottest 
regions of Africa who desperately 
need access to clean water—or to a 
charity of your choice

Join us at https://greenerlent.org.

Reveal your faith through everyday activities. This means there will be words you and will not say. Consider wishing people a
 “Happy Saint Valentine’s Day”   

rather than just saying “ Happy Valentines Day”. See if you get a different reaction by adding one extra word!
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February 20 - Stations of the Cross Family Focused
6:00-6:30pm. Join us for a powerful Family Stations of the Cross on Fri-
day, March 7 at 6:00 pm (potluck dinner at 6:30 pm)! This is a beautiful 
opportunity to walk with Jesus and grow in faith together as a family. 
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 21 - Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship
10:00-12:00pm. Boys & Girls, Ages 9-14 Show off your basketball 
skills & earn a chance to compete in the state finals
When:      Saturday, February 21, 2026   
Where:   Assisi Community Center Gym
Registration.  Contact Paul Scaini, paul@scaini.com.

February 25 - Evening Prayer
6:30-7:00pm. Join us on Wednesday nights during Lent for a peaceful 
time of prayer in the church. This sacred time of reflection and worship 
offers an opportunity to deepen your faith and prepare your heart for 
Easter. All are welcome to come and pray together during this Lenten 
season. Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 20 - Lenten Potluck Dinner - Following Stations of 
the Cross 6:30-8:00pm. Join us on Friday, February 20 for a powerful 
Family Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm with a Lenten Potluck Dinner to 
follow at 6:30pm in Fellowship. Please bring a meatless soup, chowder, 
or chili to share, preferably in a crockpot to keep it warm. Contact Stacey 
Shine stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org. Register here.

Are you New to St. Francis? We warmly 
welcome you to our community! If you have 
any questions or are interested in learning 
more about how to get involved, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Stacey Shine. We 
look forward to connecting with you and 
helping you feel right at home.

The Renewal Of 
Easter Friendship

Ministry Spotlight: 
Secular Franciscans

More

“It is with the same greeting that, on the evening of 
Easter, the Risen Lord addressed his disciples, afraid 
and locked in the Upper Room: ‘Peace be with you,’ 
that I greet you today. It is not a formula of courtesy, 
but the certain proclamation of Christ’s victory over 
death,” – this is how Pope Leo XIV greeted the Min-
isters General and opened the Conference of the Fran-
ciscan Family on January 10th of 2026. It is with this 
spirit of peace, and the necessary renewal found in all 
peace, as conflicts resolve and friendships are reborn, 
that we find ourselves during this Lenten Season. More

Perhaps you’ve heard of the “Secular Franciscans” 
at St. Francis, and thought, “I wonder what that is? 
Are they some sort of friar?” Secular Franciscans are 
‘secular’, meaning not bound by the full monastic rule 
of the Franciscans, but are those called to live the 
Gospel in their daily lives through prayer, contem-
plation, fraternity, and active service in the world. 
While not fully committed to adherence to the Rule 
as brothers and friars, the Secular Franciscan Padre 
Pio Fraternity at St. Francis is a community of laymen 
and women who truly do belong to...

February 22 - Concert: St. Francis Brass Band
2:00pm at St. Mary Magdalene School Gym, 625 Magdala Place, Apex. 
Sponsored by The Military and Hospitaler Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusa-
lem to benefit The Archdiocese of Kigali, Rwanda, Africa. The concert is 
free but donations will be accepted. The Order of St. Lazarus is a 501-C3 
corporation, all monies donated are tax deductible. Donations may be by 
check made payable to St. Lazare,USA or by scanning QR code at the 
concert. Click here to sign up. Light refreshments will be served after the 
concert compliments of K of C Council 7186.

February 22 - Altar Server Training
1:00-2:00pm. Altar Servers assist the priest in the preparation of the 
altar, the prayers spoken by the priest, and any other items necessary 
to conduct the liturgy. Requirements: Rising 5th graders through High 
School, must be trained at St. Francis of Assisi. Contact Shannon 
Hoffman, shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

February 25 - 50+ Adult Group Potluck 11:30am
Join us in Clare Fellowship Hall. If last name starts with, then bring: 
A thru D = Salad/Side Dish, /  E thru L = Dessert/Bread, 
M thru Z = Main Dish.    Coffee, soda, and water will be provided.
We will be collecting Children’s books to donate to Catholic Parish 
Outreach at potluck. Contact Pat Spencer spencer1334@bellsouth.net.

February 23 - ICE in the Neighborhood: Rights and 
Responsibilities 7:00-8:30pm. Help lower the temperature and rebuild 
trust by joining a friendly online discussion among folks with a wide range 
of views. For info contact Doug James, depolarizeSFA@gmail.com. If 
events like this interest you, join the Civil Discourse mailing list on Realm.

February 22 - Holy Hour for Peace
2:00-3:00pm. In January, the Holy Hour for Peace was initiated by 
the U.S. Bishops as a response to recent violent incidents, emphasiz-
ing the need for national healing amid a climate of fear and division. 
Come join us in the Church for an hour of prayer. Contact Mary Ellen 
McGuire, maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org. 
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Dates for Lent Dinners, Stations, Evening 
Prayer, and Service Sundays

Stations of the Cross | Friday Nights | Main Church | 6:00pm
February 20 - Family Focused
February 27
March 6 - Family Focused
March 13 
March 20
March 27 - Family Focused

Lenten Potluck Dinners | Friday Nights | Fellowship Hall | 6:30pm
February 20 - Register Here
March 6 - Register Here
March 27 -Registration to come | Jacoba

Evening Prayer | Wednesday Nights | Main Church | 6:30pm
February 25 
March 4 
March 11 
March 18
March 25 

Service Sundays | Fellowship Hall
March 15 at 1pm-3pm - Information to come
March 22 at 10am-11:30am - Information to come

August 1-10 - Sister Parish in Guatemala
It is time for us to solidify a delegation to visit our sister parish in Las 
Margaritas II in Guatemala! Please reach out to Mary Ellen McGuire 
before the holidays at maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org.  

Through May 28 -  Virtual Book Study - Palace of Nowhere 1:00-
2:30pm. The Palace of Nowhere invites readers into Thomas Merton’s 
exploration of the false self and the freedom found in letting it fall 
away. Through clear, accessible wisdom, Jim Finley—Merton’s former 
student—shows how releasing illusion opens us to grace, humility, and 
genuine transformation grounded in God’s presence. Register here. 
Contact Stephen Andrews, stephenwandrews@outlook.com.

March 22 - Pet Adoption & Foster Event 
The office of Justice and Peace is sponsoring our first pet adoption day 
on Sunday March 22 from 10-12. We also hope to give table space to 
parishioners who own pet-related businesses. Please let Mary Ellen 
McGuire know if you would like a table by Feb. 20. Contact Mary Ellen 
McGuire, maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Pet Adoption Event 9:30am-12:00pm

Set Up 8:30-10:00am

Take Down Pet Adoption 11:30am-1:00pm

March 22 - Volunteers for Pet Adoption Day
We will be having our first ever pet adoption day and need a few 
volunteers to greet our furry friends! Families welcome. Register here.
Contact Mary Ellen McGuire, maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

March 22 - Holy Hour for Peace
2:00-3:00pm. In January, the Holy Hour for Peace was initiated by the 
U.S. Bishops as a response to recent violent incidents, emphasizing 
the need for national healing amid a climate of fear and division. Come 
join us in the Church for an hour of prayer. Contact Mary Ellen McGuire, 
maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

March 12 - Time, Talent and Treasure
10:00am-12:00pm. In the Padua Room of the Community Center,
Contact Charles Marciano charles.marciano@yahoo.com.

March 4 - May 13 Women's Ministry Bible Study: Jesus - The 
Way, the Truth and the Life  10:00am-12:00pm Make Jesus the cen-
ter of your life this Lent with Jesus: The Way, The Truth, and the Life, a 
10-week program with the Wednesday women’s Bible study group. We 
will meet at 10:00am to noon, March 4-May 13, in the Padua Room. 
Registration. Contact Heather Thorstensen, heather.thorst@gmail.com.

March 15 - Service Sunday: Reentry Simulation
1:00-4:40pm. Learn about the challenges faced by individuals transition-
ing from incarceration back into society. We will role-play as social ser-
vices workers (such as the courthouse, employment office, bank, medical 
clinic, etc.) and individuals transitioning from incarceration back into 
society and simulate the first month after release from prison. Ages 16+. 
Contact Casey Slock, casey.slock@stfrancisraleigh.org. Register here.

March 4 - Women’s Reflection  Wednesday at St. Andrew the 
Apostle in Apex. We invite you to join us and feel free to bring a friend. 
You may RSVP to me or thru the ways indicated on the invitation. 
Contact Kelley Karpinski, kelley.karpinski@raldioc.org.

March 4 - Lenten Penance Service  7:00-8:00pm. All are welcome 
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent. There will be 
multiple priests available for individual confession. Contact Shannon 
Hoffman, shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

5Website / Realm / St. Francis Serves / Prayer Request / Listing of Prayers of the Faithful 
 KBL series / Bulletins / Employment Opportunities / St. Francis TV  / Giving / Feed the Need

 Staff / Advertise in the Bulletin / Franciscan School / Preschool / All Ministries / Financial Summary

If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org.

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi - 11401 Leesville Rd - NC 27613 - Tel: 919-847-8205 

A click away

February 28 - Franciscan Day of Reflection See page 1
With Friar Julio Alberto Martínez, OFM Conv.

Volunteer Opportunities: Serve Lunch at the Franciscan Day 
of Refection and Clean up We are seeking volunteers to help serve 
lunch at the Franciscan Day of Reflection and assist with room break-
down afterward. Two time slots are available. This is a great opportunity 
for teens and adults to earn service hours while supporting our parish 
community and welcoming our guests. Click here to signup.
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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Catholic Parish Outreach Needs WAREHOUSE Volunteers
We need help unloading trucks and running the forklift.  Must be active 
and able to lift 40+ pounds.  Volunteer opportunities are Mon./Wed./
Thurs./Fri.  8:00 am - 2:00pm  See our website www.cporaleigh.org or 
call our Volunteer Coordinator Darcy Hull at 919-847-1466.

Just Action! How to Advocate and Mobilize for Justice
Groups registering now, Program March-April
Do you want to take action for faith-filled justice and unsure how to get 
started? Are you already taking action for justice and want to be more 
effective? Learn how to stand in solidarity with those affected by the issue, 
mobilize others for action, and advocate effectively for lasting change. 
Contact Casey Slock, casey.slock@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Just Action! Advocate for Justice - Tuesdays 12-2pm, virtual:

Just Action! Advocate for Justice- Thursdays, 6:30-8:30pm, in-person:

http://www.cporaleigh.org
mailto:casey.slock%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZDRhY2Q5NWYtZDNiMS00MDBmLTk1NzctYjNlZDAxNWQyZWU5
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YzY0YzE1NDItMWVhZS00MzIyLWI3YjktYjNlZDAxNjFjMGFh


6

Scout Sunday. Pack 352, Troop 352, Troop 104, Troop 219 and Troop 347.

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camps/


Please remember to lock your car and 
place any valuables in the 

trunk or completely out of sight. 

Fr. Chris at Subiaco Benedictine Abbey in Arkansas Saturday, February 7 
to celebrate Mass with the Military Hospitallers of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem.  
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Advertise in the Parish Bulletin

Click here for ad rates and to advertise in the parish bulletin. 
Questions, contact Diogenes Ruiz, diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Take advantage of this opportunity to showcase your business in front of our many parishioners and 
thank you for helping to support our parish through the bulletin ad program. 

Fashion and Accessories

&
(919) 599-7683

All types of photography 
including weddings. Live 
Streaming on location 
anywhere.

Phil Thalheimer, Parishioner

Fresh, healthy Lebanese Mediterranean food.
919-847-2700

Diogenes Ruiz 
Parishioner since 1987 
Licensed NC Realtor

diogenesruiz@live.com919-412-8224
13200 Strickland Rd 

984-344-1444

Interact with fellow parishioners - set up your profile 
page, share interests, hobbies, books, music, 
events, pictures, post blogs, free stuff, meet new 
people. There is no cost to join. Must be 18+ 
(a 100% spam free environment - a safe toxic free private 
online platform by invitation only. This is your invitation!)

James W. Patella
Parishioner and local Realtor 

with over 18 years of experience.

				  
				  

9212 Falls of Neuse Rd., Ste 111
Raleigh, NC 27615

(336) 682-1799
james.patella@allentate.com

Click to subscribe to my FREE Monthly real estate report.

Join fellow parishioners on the SFA social network 

Click to
Join

Tap to Give : Register Your Credit Card

Click to view

Skip the flowers for Valentine’s Day. 
Plant a tree!

https://www.weplantitforward.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-for-creation/

https://www.sassool.com/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
mailto:diogenes.ruiz%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.sierrasocks.com/
https://wearsierra.com/
https://www.MyProPhotographer.com
mailto:diogenesruiz%40live.com?subject=
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://www.ruckuspizza.com/
https://jameswpatella.allentate.com/
mailto:james.patella%40allentate.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/SFArecycles2026a
https://mailchi.mp/6b3b13141dde/subscribe-to-my-free-triangle-real-estate-market-trends-newsletter
https://stfrancisraleigh.ning.com/?xgi=s4wSUzQ6j9Se2l
https://youtu.be/1dC42BbRy14
mailto:prayerfulheart3%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.weplantitforward.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-for-creation/

