
November 30, 2025 - The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi               

First Sunday of Advent
Daily Mass M-F: 9:00am  in the Chapel

Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday | 5:30pm   
Sunday | 7:15 am, 9:00 am (also live streamed), 

11:45 am, and 5:30 pm 
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Fr. Chris Koehn, 
Pastor

Fr. James Singarayar, HGN
Parochial Vicar

Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M.
In Residence

Fr. Joseph Ita-Sam, CM
Parochial Vicar

Stephen Andrews
Deacon In Residence

We’re excited to share that we will be 
participating in #iGiveCatholic on Giving 
Tuesday, December 2, 2025 — a national 
day dedicated to celebrating and support-
ing the beauty of our Catholic faith. 
This year, our Giving Tuesday mission is to 
Live Our Faith in Every Walk of Life. All 
funds raised will directly support our parish 
Faith Formation programs, helping us 
nurture our youth in their journey with 
Christ. These initiatives such as retreats, 
service opportunities, and faith-based pro-
grams, help young people strengthen their 
relationship with God, build lasting friend-
ships, and develop a lifelong foundation of 
faith rooted in the Franciscan tradition. 

Click here to make a gift that nourish-
es faith, strengthens community, and 
supports the ministries that help us live out 
the Gospel every day. Thank you for your 
generosity and for being an essential part 
of our parish family.  

Click to view

Lookin   for the LightgLookin   for the Lightg

Congratulations to Akuro and 
Mary Adoki who elebrated 41 
years of marriage on Monday, 
November 24. They received a 
special blessing at morning Mass.

Please review your ParishSOFT 
account to ensure your infor-
mation transferred correctly. If 
you received a rejection notice, 
please log in to update your 
details or call Donor Support at 
866-930-4774 (option 6), Mon-
day–Friday, 9am–5:30pm. We 
apologize for any inconvenience 
and thank you for your contin-
ued generosity. Contact Toni.
Hammes@stfrancisraleigh.org.

https://youtu.be/YkT_TBXP0ys
mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:chris.koehn%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:james.singarayar%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Jim.SabakO.F.M%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:josephita22%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.igivecatholic.org/organization/Saint-Francis-Of-Assisi-Raleigh
https://youtu.be/oYxk421EEE0?si=9mXtqvWz2G8thhPU
mailto:Toni.Hammes%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Toni.Hammes%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://conta.cc/3KgI0BD
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January 7 - Order of Christian Initation for Adults
Interested in exploring the Catholic faith? Do you desire to experience 
full initiation into the life of the Church? A new cohort group for OCIA 
will begin January 7, 2026. Complete the interest form to find out more! 
Contact Charlee Halphen, charleelhalphen@gmail.com.

Through Dec 14: Advent Giving Trees See page 4

December 2 - The Chosen- Season 5 Viewing
9:45am. Join us in watching one episode of  Season 5 of “The Chosen” 
each Tuesday at 9:45am in the Padua room Oct. 21- Dec 16. 
Contact: Tina Morgan tandmmorgan@earthlink.net . 

December 1 – Peace in the Holy Land: An Educational Event
7:00pm-8:30pm. How does our faith call us to respond to the ongoing 
violence, hunger and suffering in the Holy Land? Join us to learn more 
about its historical origins, the current situation, and how we can pursue 
peace and advocate for justice together. Click here for more information.
Contact: Jim Rice jrice0313@gmail.com.

December 4, Women’s Ministry Christmas Carol Bingo 
and Cookie Exchange  Celebrate the spirit of the season at the 
Women's Ministry Cookie Exchange and Social on 12/4, 
7:00-9:00pm! Exchanging cookies is optional. Bring the number of 
cookies that you'd like to go home with (split into bags of 6). 
We will play Christmas Music BINGO, too! Register via Realm. 
Contact Jackie Schroeder, schroederjackie@gmail.com.

December 2  - #iGiveCatholic (see page 1)
We’re excited to share that we will be participating in #iGiveCatholic 
on Giving Tuesday, December 2, 2025
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If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org.

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi - 11401 Leesville Rd - NC 27613 - Tel: 919-847-8205 

A click away

November 30 - December 21 - Sign up to Light the Advent Wreath
If your family would like to light the advent wreath prior to Mass, please 
click here sign up. Please only sign up for One mass. Contact Shannon 
Hoffman shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.og.

December 12 - Living Christmas Pageant 
6:30pm. We are seeking volunteers to help with our Creche, Carols, and 
Cookies - Living Stations of the Creche, a special parish-wide event on 
Friday, December 12, at 6:30 PM. This meaningful evening will feature 
drama, readings, music, and refreshments. The event will take place in 
the Church. Important details listed in sign up. Sign Up Here

December 3/17 - Young Adult Advent Small Group
6:30-7:30pm. Join other young adults in their 20s–30s for an inspiring 
reflection of the light and beauty of the season of Advent. We will 
meet in two sessions on December 3 and 17, and no resource guide is 
required. Click here for additional details. Contact Michelle Kaiser
mmk4894@yahoo.com.

January 9-11 - Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Retreat
If you desire healing from a past abortion, you are invited to experi-
ence the love of Jesus Christ at a Project Rachel weekend retreat. The 
retreat is strictly confidential, for both women and men and includes 
discussions, spiritual exercises, the sacrament of reconciliation, a 
Memorial Service, and a Mass of the Resurrection. Participation offers 
a beautiful opportunity to experience God’s love, forgiveness, and 
compassion. 

For more information or to register, contact Project Rachel at: project.
rachel@raldioc.org or call (919) 852-1021. Visit rachelnc.org. Cost is 
$350 for lodging, meals, and all retreat materials. Discount of $50 if 
you register before December, 9. Spanish and English speakers are 
welcome. If there is a financial burden, assistance is always available.  

December 11 - JobWorks Career Ministry: Career Crossroads: 
Exploring Your Options with Confidence 8:30 -10:30am. Many 
professionals reach a point where it’s wise to pause and consider 
whether a career pivot might be worth exploring. Our speakers will 
share their experiences and insights to help you build the mindset, 
confidence, and clarity needed to evaluate your strengths and consid-
er new career directions. RSVP. This will be at Holy Name of Jesus 
Cathedral. Contact Paul Dean, vpauldean@gmail.com.

December 19 - Lessons and Carols
6:30-8:30pm Join us for a moving evening of traditional Lessons 
and Carols, where the story of our salvation is brought to life through 
Scripture and song. Led by the St. Francis Adult Choir, this inspiring 
celebration invites all to enter the joy and hope of the Christmas season. 
Contact shannon.hoffman@stfrancisraleigh.og.

A special thank you to St. Francis parishioners

Click to watch

Spiritual Direction is an ancient Christian tradition in which two peo-
ple enter a sacred space to dream, explore, and discern a path toward a 
deeper relationship with God. People turn to spiritual direction in times 
of deep faith, doubt, or life transition to discern God’s movement in the 
experience. Click here for more information. Contact Nancy Jones, 
prayerfulheart3@gmail.com.

https://form.jotform.com/252314444094049
mailto:charleelhalphen%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tandmmorgan%40earthlink.net?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Website-Flyer-for-12-1-2025-event_8748.pdf
mailto:jrice0313%40gmail.com?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZmQyNzFmMzEtMGQ5Zi00NmMwLTk2YjUtYjM4YjAwZDc0MDkx
mailto:schroederjackie%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm/
https://stfrancisraleigh.galaxydigital.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intentions-and-prayer-requests/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/weekly-mass-prayer-requests-list/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/to-know-to-believe-to-live/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/bulletins/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfFDbyp_U7xOSzaqJ5yuhRQc9eeh0DZOd
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/make-a-donation/
https://stfrancisraleigh.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=8135
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/meet-our-staff/
https://www.franciscanschool.org
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/all-ministries/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/monthly-financial-summary/
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y_SiCGwNnkiGY7DuKfZuBfxdE?domain=signupgenius.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y_SiCGwNnkiGY7DuKfZuBfxdE?domain=signupgenius.com
mailto:shannon.hoffman%40stfrancisraleigh.og?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAA2EA6FDC70-60630893-living
https://forms.gle/3Dw133UtHDxUQ5XA8
mailto:mmk4894%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:project.rachel%40raldioc.org?subject=
mailto:project.rachel%40raldioc.org?subject=
http://rachelnc.org
https://youtu.be/3_KiNeXdSWs?si=djhpJygW6f3xDv7P
https://www.linkedin.com/events/7398542424127713280/
mailto:vpauldean%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:shannon.hoffman%40stfrancisraleigh.og?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/spiritual-direction/
mailto:prayerfulheart3%40gmail.com?subject=
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Are you New to St. Francis? We warmly 
welcome you to our community! If you have 
any questions or are interested in learning 
more about how to get involved, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Stacey Shine. We 
look forward to connecting with you and 
helping you feel right at home.

Advent: “To Come To” 
the Christmas Celebration

Ministry Spotlight: One Wake
What can the compassion of 46 communities, 50,000 
households, and you do when we all work together for 
the Common Good? As described on their website, 
ONE Wake is a nonpartisan, multiracial, multi-issue 
group of religious congregations, associations, and 
other nonprofits in Wake County. They have over 
50,000 local households as members, and they “bring 
people together to identify shared concerns, build rela-
tionships, and take collective action to improve com-
munities through systemic change,” as Nancy Dilger, a 
St. Francis parish liaison with ONE Wake, said. More

Advent, as it states on the United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops (USCCB) website, is a start in many ways. “The 
Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts 
and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end of time and 
to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From 
the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated 
by Jesus’ promise to come back. But the scripture readings 
during Advent tell us not to waste our time with predictions. 
Advent is not about speculation. Our Advent readings call us 
to be alert and ready, not weighted down and distracted by 
the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36).” More

December 8 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass 
9:00am with TFS | 11:45am | 7:00pm 
Mass will be live streamed | Church

December 11 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe | 9:00pm | Chapel | Join 
us for a special evening in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe on 
Thursday, December 11, at 9:00 PM in the Chapel. The Mass will 
be celebrated in Spanish (Misa en Español), followed by a warm 
gathering with coffee and Pan Dulce in Padua. All are welcome 
to partake in this beautiful tradition of faith and fellowship. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

December 24 
Christmas Eve Mass Schedule 
4pm Mass in Church, Children Focused (also Live-Streamed)
4pm Mass in Gym, Children Focused
4pm Mass in Fellowship Hall, Children Focused
10pm Mass in Church (also Live-Streamed)

December 25 
Christmas Day Mass Schedule | 9:00am Live Streamed | 
11:45am | Church

No Daily Masses for December 26, 29, 30

January 1
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
Thursday, January 1 at 10am | Church

Important Mass Dates

Click to sign up

mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/ministry_spotlight/one-wake/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/advent-to-come-to-the-christmas-celebration/
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/y_SiCGwNnkiGY7DuKfZuBfxdE?domain=signupgenius.com
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Disaster Relief

Advent Giving Trees
Nov 15-Dec 14: 

Share the spirit of the Christmas season by 
supporting the St. Francis of Assisi Advent 
Giving Tree. Our primary recipients are orga-
nizations in the community that work directly 
with people in need. There are 2 ways you 
can support the Advent Giving Tree.
1. Take a paper ornament from the trees 
located in the Community Center and the 
Welcome Center and follow the instructions 
on the ornament for when to return the gift. 
Return gift by the date on the tag (or if no 
date then please return by December 14th) 
to: Community Center Lobby: Monday-Friday 
from 8am-2:30pm Dec. 1st thru December 
14 OR In the Welcome Center: Before or 
after Mass on the weekends and during the 
week from November 22-December 14.
Community organizations whose families 
are included on our tree this year include 
Catholic Parish Outreach, Hispanic Family 
Center, Duke Children’s Hospital, Emily K 
Center, Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Pas-
sage Home, St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia. 
Parish ministries that benefit include Prayer 
Shawl, Feed the Need, St. Francis Brown 
Bag Ministry, and Oak City Cares.

2. Make a Financial donation thru Parish 
Soft. (make sure to select the Advent 
Giving Tree drop down) The following orga-
nizations will be beneficiaries of our financial 
donations this year: Helen Wright Center, 
Ronald McDonald House in Durham, Helene 
Foundation, St. Vincent de Paul Ministry.

Contact Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Funeral Notifications
Would you like to be notified by email of 
upcoming funerals at St. Francis, as they 
are scheduled? If so, please contact Joan 
Port at joankport@gmail.com and include 
“Funeral Notices” in the subject line.
Contact Joan Port, joankport@gmail.com.

Contact Casey Slock casey.slock@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Click to watch 
the video and learn 
about the Savor food truck

Faith over fear: 
Bishop Zarama speaks on immigration

Contact Mary Ellen McGuire, maryellen.mcguire@stfrancisraleigh.org
Click to view article

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE IN THE HOLY LAND: AN EDUCATIONAL EVENT 
 

Monday, December 1, 2025 
7:00-8:30 PM 

Founders Room, St. Francis of Assisi 
Deacon Josh Klickman | Presenter 
Sherry Kilgus-Kramer | Presenter 
Deacon Dave Wulff | Presenter 

 
Christian, Jews, and Muslims view the Holy Land as sacred, but today it is 
marked by violence and suffering. In response, Catholics and people of other 
faiths are praying and working for a just peace where dignity, reconciliation, 
and peace prevail. Join us for an educational event on the situation in the Holy 
Land, and learn how we must frame it within our Catholic social teaching 
framework and the context of the kerygma. Bring your curiosity, compassion, 
and questions, and learn how we can pursue peace and advocate for justice 
together. 
 
 

For more information, click here<link> or contact: 
jrice0313@gmail.com 
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See page 2
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Savor Food TruckSavor Food Truck

https://e.onrealm.org/groups/5521cb94-1068-4632-a485-acef01001f51/info
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-674
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Giving/FD-674
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:joankport%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:casey.slock%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://youtu.be/PnksIyu4LbA
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/news/faith-over-fear-bishop-zarama-speaks-immigration
mailto:maryellen.mcguire%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


8 youth and 4 adults from St. Francis were blessed to participate in a video conference with Pope 
Leo at the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis last weekend. We gathered with 
over 15,000 other Catholics, most of them youth, to learn, pray, laugh, dance, sing, and encounter 
God together. The Pope talked about a range of topics, from having hope to how the youth are 
both the future and the present of the Church. One of the most remarkable moments was when he 
went a little off script and talked about what he does when he's praying and gets distracted. It was 
a rare glimpse into the authentic humanity and faith of our leader. Thank you to the parishioners 
of St. Francis for supporting our trip; it was truly a life changing experience.

We’re in a Zoom call with the Pope
Highlights of the National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis
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St. Francis of Assisi
Raleigh, NC

Serve Learn Donate

Serving With Heart, Offering Hope

If you need help, please call our helpline at (919) 534-4842

Click here to read more or visit https://stfrancissvdp.org/blog/

Insert blog post text hereTwo neighbors lifted by SVdP support

stfrancisraleigh.org/care-for-creation/

 “Care for creation is truly a 
vocation for every human being"

Pope Leo XIV 

"We must regain the conviction that we need one
another, that we have a shared responsibility for
others and the world, and that being good and

decent are worth it."
Laudato Si’, 229

stfrancisraleigh.org/care-for-creation/

Click to
Join

Join fellow parishioners on the St. Francis social net-
work (like Facebook only better, no ads, no spam)  - a 
safe toxic free online platform. Meet/Connect with fellow 
parishioners - set up a personal page, upload pictures, 
post blogs, share interests, There is no cost to join. 
Must be 18+ 

https://stfrancissvdp.org/hope-compassion-and-community-two-neighbors-lifted-by-svdp-support/
http://stfrancissvdp.org/blog/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/serve/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/learn/
https://stfrancissvdp.org/donate/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-for-creation/
https://stfrancisraleigh.ning.com/?xgi=s4wSUzQ6j9Se2l
http://zerowaste.org/food-waste/
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Advertise in the Parish Bulletin

Click here for ad rates and to advertise in the parish bulletin. 
Questions, contact Diogenes Ruiz, diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Take advantage of this opportunity to showcase your business in front of our many parishioners and 
thank you for helping to support our parish through the bulletin ad program. 

Fashion and Accessories

&
(919) 599-7683

All types of photography 
including weddings. Live 
Streaming on location 
anywhere.

Phil Thalheimer, Parishioner

Fresh, healthy Lebanese Mediterranean food.
919-847-2700

Diogenes Ruiz, Parishioner919-412-8224
13200 Strickland Rd 

984-344-1444

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

01 02 03 04 05 06

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1

DECEMBER
2025

 

7pm-8:30pm
St. Eugene

Wendell, NC

7pm-8:30pm
St. Andrew’s
and St. Mary
Magdalene,

Apex 

7pm-9pm
St. Michael
and Mother

Teresa, 
Cary NC

7pm-9pm
Our Lady of

La Vang,
Raleigh, NC

 

11am - 12pm
Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Raleigh NC

7:00-8:30pm
St. Bernadette,

Fuquay Varina, NC

 

7:00-8:30pm
St. Catherine of

Sienna 
Wake Forest, NC

 

10am-12pm
St. Catherine of

Sienna 
Wake Forest, NC

9pm Our Lady of
Guadeloupe Mass

10:30am-12pm
St. Bernadette, 

Fuquay Varina, NC

7:00-8:30pm 
Holy Name of

Jesus Cathedral,
Raleigh NC

7:00-8:30pm 
St. Raphael’s, 

Raleigh NC

10:00-11:30am 
St. Michael’s 

Cary, NC

6:30pm - 8:00pm
St. Luke’s, 

Raleigh, NC

Feast of the
Immaculate
Conception

9am with TFS
11:45am

7:00pm - 
Live Streamed

4pm
Confessions in

the Church

Christmas Eve
Mass Times

4pm Live Streamed
10:00pm 

Christmas Day
Mass Times

9am
11:45am 

No Mass

9am Daily Mass 
in the Church

Advent Penance Services and
important Mass Times.

4pm
Confessions in

the Church

4pm
Confessions in

the Church

4pm
Confessions in

the Church

No Mass No Mass
10am Solemnity

of Mary Mass 
in the Church

Happy New Year!!

Click to enlarge and print

https://www.sassool.com/
https://getbodylase.com/lp-st-francis-ad/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
mailto:diogenes.ruiz%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.sierrasocks.com/
https://wearsierra.com/
https://www.MyProPhotographer.com
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://www.ruckuspizza.com/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Penance-Services-2025-11-x-8.5-in.pdf

