
August 30, 2020                     

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
All Masses, meetings, gather-
ings, and events are cancelled 

until further notice.
This includes daily and 

weekend Masses as well as 
confessions

We invite you to watch our live 
online streaming of 

Sunday, 9:30 am Mass

See page 12

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

See pages 2 and 7

Friar Farewell

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/trea-

sure/

Through Baptism 
may they walk 
always as children 
of the light:
Brooke Baker
Daughter of Alex and Kelly Baker
Samantha Kelley Cianni
Daughter of Thomas and Kristen Cianni
Elena James Dickens
Daughter of Rachael and Kent Dickens
Dorian Dossou
Son of Edwin and Ami Dossou
Lillian Catherine Jordan
Daughter of John and Marian Jordan
Elizabeth Ann Krieger
Daughter of Alex and Joanne Krieger
Calum Peter McIlwaine
Son of Peter and Lauren McIlwaine

May he rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon hi m:
+ Vincent Pribish
   Husband of Dorothy Pribish

This weekend is the last 
weekend for the friars 
here at St. Francis, and 
who would have thought 
in early March that we 

would not have a full church back for this 
long? We thought the virus would post-
pone things a few weeks, and it’s been 
nearly six months. It’s a changed world. 
We had planned before the virus for a big 
farewell with barbecue and sweet tea and 
a big gathering, but that was not to be.
 

So here this Sunday it’s virtual on 
screens, looking into a camera, and 
imagining our usual vibrant and full 
church, as we prepare to move on to 
new places. I know I speak for all the 
friars who have served here throughout 
the years, and say thank you to you, the 
people of the parish, who have welcomed 
us and supported us over the past 30+ 
years. You carry on the gospel witness 
of Jesus Christ, which is all St. Francis of 
Assisi ever wanted to do.
 

Next weekend Msgr. Michael Clay will be 
here, along with Fr. Jairo Maldonado, and 
our parish is in good hands with both of 
them. Fr. Steve Kluge leaves for Beach 
Haven, New Jersey today (Sunday) and 
I will be leaving for New York on Tuesday.
 

Fr. Steve Kluge’s new address will be: 
Steve Kluge O.F.M., 100 Third St., Beach 
Haven, NJ 08008. He does not yet know 
his new email address.
 

My new address will be: 
Steve Patti O.F.M., 135 W. 31st St., New 
York, NY 10001. My email address is 
stevenpatti1@yahoo.com
 

Fr. Jim of course will still be living here 
at St. Francis.
 

And thank you all, once again, for your 
kind and gracious welcome to us here 
over these years. In the words of St. 
Francis, may the Lord give you peace!

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
mailto:stevenpatti1@yahoo.com
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We are excited to continue our 
celebration of Sunday 5:30pm Mass that 
includes public participation for up to 100 
people, including ministers. For more 
information or to sign up for a slot, visit 
our homepage, https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/. The sign up will be posted at 
12 noon on the Wednesday prior to Mass 
and will close on Friday evening. We ask 
that if you attended Mass the week prior, 
please wait until Friday morning to sign 
up in order to make room for others who 
were unable to attend the week before. 
Thank you!

***
Join us every Sunday for a livestream 
of the 9:30am Mass. Watch it from the 
safety and convenience of your home 
during this time of COVID-19, and check 
out all of the other broadcasts from the 
parish by visiting the parish website.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
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Faith Formation Ministries

NEW! Evening Virtual Bible Study!
The Book of Revelation

Register soon! Only 15 spots are available!

Using the Zoom platform, join longtime St. Francis bible 
study facilitator, Rich Zemonek, as you revisit a volatile 
period of history through apocalyptic, symbolic writing. 
Enter into the struggle between good and evil, hear the 
call to conversion and experience God's ultimate triumph. 
Revelation's apocalyptic imagery, symbolic colors and 
numbers are explored. The evils of the Roman Empire 
during a specific period of time of persecution are behind 
much of the apocalyptic imagery. It contains letters to 
seven churches of Asia Minor (modern Turkey), which 
urge faithfulness to Christ. Powerful visions of God and 
the victorious lamb in heaven are unveiled as God and 
the lamb achieve the ultimate and absolute victory over 
evil, culminating in a new heaven and a new earth with a 
new Jerusalem as home to God's holy people.
 

This study has 8 sessions, incorporating an introductory 
session and 7 lessons. The Study Set includes the Study 
Guide by Little Rock Scripture Study Staff and the New 

Collegeville Bible Commentary, The Book of Revelation, 
by Catherine A. Cory (Liturgical Press).
 

Dates/Time: 8 Sessions on Wednesday evenings from 
7:00 to 8:30pm – 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11, 11/18, 
11/25, 12/2
Cost: $30 per person – includes journal, study guide, 
and course materials. You will be contacted about mate-
rials pickup before the study begins.
To register, click the link below or visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/.
 

Registration closes on 9/14. The maximum number of 
participants is 15.
 

For more information, contact Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfran-
cisraleigh.org.
Click here to register for the Book of Revelation https://
membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5088.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
mailto:Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5088
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5088


Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Every year, from September 1st, the World 
Day of Prayer for Creation, to October 4th, 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, churches 
all over the world are celebrating the Season 
of Creation. This is a wonderful time for us to 
pray, learn, reflect, and act in our call to be 
caretakers of God’s creation. This year, our 
Care of Creation Ministry has put together a 
wonderful resource for you and your families 
to enter more deeply this Season of Creation. 
This resource is a daily reflection guide, each 
week focused on a particular theme and 
each day a new activity, learning prompt, and 
invitation to grow in faith.
 

The first week, we will begin our Season of 
Creation with the World Day of Prayer for 
Creation, joining faithful around the world 
in prayer. You can access two options of 
prayers to be used on September 1 in our 
daily reflection guide.
 

Our theme for the first week of this season 
is “Love for Brother Sun,” echoing St. 
Francis of Assisi’s famous hymn called 
“Canticle of Brother Sun.” We invite you 
over the week to consider the great gift 
that God has given to us in the sun, some-
thing we too often take for granted or have 
a variety of fears about given its propen-
sity to burn and cause droughts. We are 
embarking on a solar project at St. Francis 
(see event below), and so we also invite 
some reflection how we might see the sun 
and its energy as a profound mystery of 
God’s creation, a brother, an ally, and a 
resource for better living on our planet.
 

You can access this daily reflection guide 
for reading, downloading, and printing at 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-of-
creation/.

Join us for this online program on 
September 15 at 7:30pm that shares 
the details of St. Francis of Assisi 
Church’s solar project, how this com-
mitment helps our parish live out our 
mission and values, and ways to take 
the next step in solar for your church, 
business, or home.
For this program, we will have several 
guests, including our solar contractor 
Scott Alexander from Eagle Solar & 
Light; and Fr. Pat Cahill, pastor and 

Bill Maloney, Solar Project Man-
ager, both from St. Eugene Catholic 
Church in Asheville, NC, speaking on 
“Celebrating 5 Years of Solar: 
Why We Did It and How.
This is an amazing opportunity to 
move forward in making a difference 

in our impact on our environment 
and getting any of our questions 
answered. All are welcome, no matter 
what congregation or faith tradition 
you belong to.
Sign-up at http://bit.ly/SFAsolar, and 
we will email you a link to Zoom to 
participate in this program.
For any questions, contact Trevor 
Thompson, Director of the Office of 
Justice and Peace, trevor.thomp-
son@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Why Solar Energy on a Church?

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-of-creation/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-of-creation/
http://bit.ly/SFAsolar
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Parish Life Ministries

Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

One day last week, I was searching 
everywhere for a little bell. I needed it for 
one of my Zoom groups. I was going to 
be the timekeeper and I thought that bell 
would be the ideal way to indicate that 
time was up without being too heavy-
handed. I thought I knew right where it 
was, but when I went to look for it – five 
minutes before the group started – it was 
nowhere to be found. I must have made 
3-4 tours of the house before I finally 
found it sitting in plain sight. 
Isn’t that the way life is? You figure out a 
plan, you start to execute it and realize 
that despite your best efforts, your plan 
didn’t anticipate an important piece of in-
formation, or something you were count-
ing on isn’t available or circumstances 
have changed and your plan isn’t valid 
anymore. It can derail you and leave you 
wondering how to move forward. 
And the reverse of this is also true. All 
the things I saw when I was looking for 
that bell were distractions to the goal of 
finding the bell. I could have easily gotten 
distracted and started to straighten up 
my nightstand, played with the dogs, had 
a conversation with my husband – all 
important parts of my day, but not helpful 
in finding that bell. I had to stay focused 
and was able to find the bell before the 
group started. 
If you’re feeling that your plans are not 
being successful, if you feel that you’re 
constantly swatting away distractions, 
if you feel that maybe your focus in life 
could use some recalibration, please 
consider getting a Stephen Minister. 

Hidden In Plain Sight

Who are Stephen Ministers? They are in 
plain sight, too. Members of our parish 
who have trained for more than 50 hours 
and receives continuing education each 
month in how to be active listeners. What 
does that mean? It means listening to 
how you express yourself in words, in ex-
pression, in posture, in emotion. It means 
offering a non-judgemental hour each 
week where you can say what you need 
to say without guilt, fear or response. 
How does a Stephen Minister help? 
Sometimes just saying what’s on your 
heart releases the pressure and the bur-
den of carrying that feeling deep inside 
so no one can see it. Active listening also 
includes asking probing questions. A Ste-
phen Minister only knows what you tell 
them. Based on what you tell them, they 
ask questions that are totally logical to 
the conversation, but could be odd com-
ing from a friend or family member. After 
all, a friend or family member might want 
you to make decisions a certain way 
and that might not be the best way for 
you. And Stephen Ministry and Stephen 
Ministers are confidential. We understand 
that the trust you place in us requires 
that the Stephen Ministry relationship be 
between only you and your minister.
So if you’d like to be able to feel more 
confident about your plans, more stable 
when things don’t go as anticipated 
and if you’d like to be able to focus on 
what’s most important, consider getting 
a Stephen Minister. All you have to do 
is contact me at 919-847-8205x241 or 
kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

September Collection Schedule 
September 6	 Weekly
September 6	 Mortgage Sunday
September 13	 Weekly
September 13	 Support for Catholic 

Education
September 20	 Weekly
September 27	 Weekly

Join the Band of Sisters on Zoom 
for a Virtual Knitting Circle.

 

For three consecutive Tuesdays (9/15, 
9/22 and 9/29), we will gather from 
7:00 - 8:30 to pray, to reflect and to
knit as we weave a spiritual dimen-
sion into our craft.
 

Our goal is simple: to spend time 
with God, with each other and create 
scarves to give to those who could 
use some warmth this winter.
 

Check out our webpage ( https://www.
bandofsistersraleigh.com/knitting-
circle) for more info about suggested 
supplies and patterns for all skills 
levels. While intended for those who 
already know how to knit, if you are 
new to knitting, check out YouTube 
and brush up on casting on and knit-
ting and master these simple basics 
and come join us!
 

The donation for all three nights 
is $15.00 and you can register at: 
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/
new-events.

mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/knitting-circle
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/knitting-circle
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/knitting-circle
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/new-events
https://www.bandofsistersraleigh.com/new-events
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Mike Watson, Principal 

Last week The Franciscan School 
welcomed back over 600 students to 
the new academic year. Although the 
look and feel of the school community is 
different this year, families and staff are 
excited to be back on campus and learn-
ing together once again. 
This week we begin the process of say-
ing goodbye to our Franciscan Friars. 
Our friars have been a welcome and 
endearing presence at our school for the 
past 21 years. The Franciscan School is 
the only school that the Franciscans have 
ever created. Over the years, they have 
supported the growth and mission of the 
school, and the mission of the Friars has 
also seamlessly been embedded in the 
core values of the school. Faith and ser-
vice are two tenets that the Franciscans 

A Franciscan Farewell

live daily, and they are values in which 
the school works to teach each and ev-
ery student. The influence of the Friars is 
present and evident everywhere you look 
within the school community. 
Just this week, our friars were present 
and assisting our students and faculty to 
begin a new school year. Father Steve 
Patti and Father Steve Kluge were help-
ing with the carpool tasks, even taking 
temperatures for our new entry protocol! 
Father Jim coordinated our Student 
Council to lead the school community in 
our traditional morning prayer…virtually! 
Although Father Jim will remain in the 

Diocese, and remain a presence at the 
school, it will be sad to see Father Patti 
and Father Kluge leave this week and 
head off to their new assignments. 
We remain committed to the Franciscan 
charism of our school, in partnership with 
our new Pastor, Msg. Michael Clay, and 
Father Jairo.  As we commemorate the 
official departure of Holy Name Province 
with appreciation for all the friars have 
established here, we look forward to the 
hope that a new school year brings for 
The Franciscan School.
If you have an interest in learning more 
about The Franciscan School, please vis-
it our website at www.franciscanschool.
org or contact Principal Mike Watson at 
mike.watson@franciscanschool.org. 

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
https://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
mailto:mike.watson@franciscanschool.org
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

For the past several years, the preschool 
has tried to adopt a theme to use during 
the school year. The themes are meant 
to emphasize the goodness that Christ 
calls us to have for others in words and 
deeds. Closely related to being a faithful 
member of God’s family, these themes 
are also intended to reflect the social and 
emotional teachings that we continually 
highlight at preschool. Some of these 
include learning how to be kind, how 
to serve, and how to have respect for 
everything that God has created.
This year we have chosen the theme: 
“Be a Light”. It seems particularly fitting 
during this time of COVID when we all 
could use an extra smile from those 
around us. I also think, however, that 
the broader interpretation is important to 
keep in mind. As Catholics, we believe 
that we are called by God to be daily 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16

examples of His message. That is, we 
are to offer a helping hand, care for oth-
ers, and love our neighbors. We are to 
be mindful of all that has been given to 
us from Him and all that we should share 
with those who are less fortunate. In this 
way, we are ‘lights’ for others.
With our students being back this week, 
I feel like they have brought their own 
special brightness to us as well.  Not only 
is our preschool again filled with joyous 
noise and laughter, but we are privileged 
to the sights of big smiles, curious faces, 
and enthusiastic learning everywhere!  
Despite what is going on in the world 
around them, our students have an inner 
radiance that has not dimmed. They still 
reflect the light and beauty of God’s cre-
ation. Surely God has meant for them to 
offer brightness to us to help us continue 

to see His goodness!  How blessed we 
are to have His light continue to shine 
through them!  
Finally, although we are saying goodbye 
to Fr. Steve Patti and Fr. Steve Kluge this 
weekend, we should not look at this as a 
light being extinguished, but rather as an 
opportunity to carry on the light that they 
and the other Franciscan friars who have 
served amongst us have brought. Let us 
take an example from our preschool chil-
dren and pass the joy of this light on to 
the new pastoral leadership. May we be 
reminded of how to keep spreading the 
light to all, both new and familiar, within 
our community and beyond.
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at:  
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Please note the following when dropping 
off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring     

Casseroles should be dropped off at 
the Community Center, the middle door 
which opens into Cupertino Room. The 
middle door will be unlocked between 
9:00am and 4:00pm Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Assisi 
Community Center will remain locked. 

• 	There is one refrigerator for Feed the 
Need and one for Caring Casseroles. 
They are labelled accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We use both freezers for short 
term storage of meals for families. 

• 	Remember to label each meal including 
the ingredients. We have some families 
with food allergies and you can help 
us keep them safe by just including the 
ingredients for each meal for both Feed 
the Need and Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Fall Divorce Care – via Zoom
Tuesday, September 1 to Tuesday 
December 15, 7:00pm to 9:00pm, $20.00 
per book. We do ask that everyone (new 
and past participants) register for this 
event. Note: If you already have a book, 
there’s no extra charge. To register, visit 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/
details/4555. Each week is different, so 
you can start anytime. All are welcome!
 
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28
Free Job Connections Zoom meeting
Job Connections will host a Job Net-
working call via Zoom every Monday 
at 4:00pm. https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82682099189
pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6 
M2tZZz09. Join us and get the help you 
need to make a new start!
 
Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29 & Oct 6, 13
Seasons of Hope
A six-week series that offers hope 
through the grief of losing a loved one.
We will gather virtually beginning Tues-
day, September 8 at 10:00am.
Each meeting will last between 60 to 
90 minutes. Registration fee is $10 per 
person and includes a participant journal.
The group offers a safe place to share 
your own journey with grief and to learn 
from others. We learn to let others into 
our struggle and to enter gently into 
theirs, to take strength and to give it.
After registering, you will receive a link 
for the weekly virtual meetings.
Visit https://membership.faithdirect.net/
events/details/4882 to register.

Sept. 2 & 16
The Faith and Science Forum
Did you know that St. Francis parish has 
a group which discusses the joy and 
wonder of creation?
The Faith and Science Forum explores 
our natural world in multiple ways:
• Rationally: by discussing how faith and 
science are not logically in conflict.

• Experientially: through the awe of natu-
ral wonders and scientific discoveries.

• Spiritually: as expressed in Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si that the mystery of 
nature itself reveals the divine, that the 
Spirit is active in all matter, that each 
creature has its own purpose, and that 
the universe unfolds in God who fills it 
completely.

This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by 
discussing books, to ask questions, and 
to support one another in our mutual dis-
covery and appreciation of our common 
home where Spirit illumines all things. 
If you are interested, please contact Ron 
Monti at (919) 841-0807 / montiron@aol.
com or Tracy Hurley at 828-773-3152, 
danandtracy@hotmail.com.
 

Sept 9, 23
Quaran-TEA-NI
Join our Virtual Cafe’ and share an hour 
just passing the time, no structure, no for-
mat, just random bumping into each other 
like we used to do before Mass. Join us 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00pm for a little light conversation, 
hopefully a few laughs and maybe some 
creative ideas to get you throught the 
next week. Points may be awarded for 
the best Quaran-do or the best Quaran-
tee shirt. Come enjoy some relaxing 
social time. To register, visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/.
 

Sept 14, 28
Communi-TEA
Our Virtual Cafe’ and share an hour just 
passing the time, no structure, no format, 
just random bumping into each other 
like we used to do before mass. Join us 
the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 
10:00 am for a little light conversation, 
hopefully a few laughs and maybe some 
creative ideas to get you throught the 
next week. Points may be awarded for 
the best Quaran-do or the best Quaran-
tee shirt. Come enjoy some relaxing 
social time. To register visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/.

Sept 21
Cancer Companions, 
Kathleen Owen – 919-847-8205x241
Join us this fall, Parish Life is offering 
a cancer support group. We will meet 
virtually. We’ll be using a 9 week program 
called Cancer Companions. Starting 
Monday, September 21 at 7:00pm for our 
virtual Cancer Companions Ministry.
We’ll meet some new people, we’ll share 
our stories. There will be tears,
but there will also be laughter….heal-
ing laughter, and you will not be alone 
on this journey. For more information 
go to https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
cancer-companions/. To Register visit 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/
details/5083.
 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4555
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4555
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4882
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4882
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/cancer-companions/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/cancer-companions/
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5083
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5083


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly support 
group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. To receive 
an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at chuck.smallsfa@
gmail.com. Next online meeting is Sunday, October 4.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions will resume Tuesday 
September 1, 7:00 – 9:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, 
St. Mary of the Angels Chapel. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
All In-Person Masses, meetings, gatherings, and events are 
cancelled until further notice. This includes daily and weekend 
Masses as well as confessions. Please contact ministry leader 
for virtual or online opportunities.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/

10

http://there.Al
http://there.Al
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play
mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes
mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:dejanutes@yahoo.com
https://www.divorcecare.org/about
mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/
mailto:emcunningham3@gmail.com
mailto:annafowler@nc.rr.com
mailto:ccarlson210@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 


11

Full Time Teacher – Grade 5
The Franciscan School is seeking an enthusiastic and qualified fifth grade classroom teacher, with primary 
responsibility for language arts and religion. We provide a challenging, faith-filled environment that encourages 
students to move beyond their current academic success. 
 

Candidates must have Bachelor’s Degree and be a Catholic in good standing. Preferred candidates will have a 
NC teaching licensure or be able to obtain NC teaching licensure and have experience in elementary education 
with a record of excellence.
If you are interested, please send a cover letter, that includes your educational philosophy, and resume to: 
tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

mailto:tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Franciscan Friars
Pastor 	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Assistant to the Pastor		  847-8205x249
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Steve Kluge, O.F.M.	 847-8205x226
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x261
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Diana Chapman	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers

Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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