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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
All Masses, meetings, gather-
ings, and events are cancelled 

until further notice.
This includes daily and 

weekend Masses as well as 
confessions

We invite you to watch our live 
online streaming of 

Sunday, 9:30 am Mass

See page 12

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

See page 4
First EucharistFirst Eucharist

Friar 
Farewell

See page 3

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/trea-

sure/

May they rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon 
them:
+ Janet Sutherland
	 Sister of Marsha McNamara
 

+ Enrique Otoya
	 Father of Monica Otoya
 

+ Alfred Kreisler  (Chrysler)
	 Father of Linda Sullivan
 

+ Minnie Palmieri
	 Mother of Frank Palmieri

Please do not drop off any unsolicited items on the church property or in our 
buildings. All of our donation drives are closely coordinated with our ministry 
partners in the community and are well publicized in advance. If you have 
donations at times outside of our announced drives, please take your donation 
directly to a charity of your choice. Thank you for your cooperation.

We are down to the final week of the friars’ time here at St. Fran-
cis. Our new pastor Msgr. Michael Clay, along with his associate 
Fr. Jairo Maldonado, both begin here on Tuesday, September 
1st. Fr. Steve Kluge and I just this past week received news on 
our next assignments: Steve Kluge will be moving to St. Francis 

of Assisi Church on Long Beach Island, New Jersey, not far from where he grew 
up in Point Pleasant on the New Jersey shore. I will be moving to St. Francis 
Church on 31st St. in New York City. Big changes for both of us! We were glad to 
finally hear the news and we are both happy to be going to good places: for both 
of us, it’s closer to our families and to where we grew up, Steve in New Jersey 
and me in Massachusetts. Jim Sabak will continue to be in residence at St. Fran-
cis, working full-time at the Diocese of Raleigh.
 

Next Sunday, August 30th, is the friars’ final weekend at St. Francis. We’ll have 
the usual 9:30 mass with livestream, and after the mass is ended there will be 
a presentation, so plan to stay for extra time at the end of the 9:30 next week. 
Please note also that our mass schedule for now is Sunday 9:30 livestream 
(currently with first communion kids, though not next Sunday the 30th) and 5:30 
Sunday with limited attendance. This has worked well for us in these times of 
Covid-19 and of course all of this could change going forward. Many thanks to 
our staff who have worked hard in creating a safe and healthy environment for 
our liturgies.
 

I know for me these are bittersweet days as I begin to pack things up and move. 
Moving is always hard; it’s all about letting go of things and being open to some-
thing new, and that in itself is a kind of description of the Christian life – to once 
more begin again. I’ve had 14 years in North Carolina between Durham (8 years) 
and Raleigh (6 years), have formed good relationships here, and I will miss that. 
You, the people of St. Francis, have embraced me and embraced us, and leaving 
that is what makes this bittersweet. But we know also that, in the gospel, Jesus is 
always on the move, “Let us go on to the next towns, so that I may preach there 
also…” (Mark 1:38). And so we go.
 

Special thanks and prayers to our school which started classes last week, and to 
our preschool which begins on Monday. Also our parish staff for all the work in 
setting up virtual programs for the fall. These are new and strange times we’re in 
and our staff has responded well to all of it.
 

Please always remember that St. Francis needs your ongoing support, your 
encouragement, and in particular your continued financial support. Our bishop 
has served us well in assigning us a very good pastor in Msgr. Michael Clay, and 
new associate (and newly ordained) Fr. Jairo Maldonado. The parish will be in 
good hands with them. One more week to go! Fr. Steve Kluge has his farewell 
this Sunday and I will have next Sunday the 30th. 
Blessings on your week!

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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Join us for a virtual friar farewell in appreciation of our current 
and past friars of Holy Name of Jesus Province.
Though our faith community cannot gather in person to wish the 
friars farewell, we invite you to join through the live streaming of 
this event.
The voices of our parishioners will be presented to the friars 
through farewell messages sent in advance.
If you would like to send them a farewell message, there is still 
time. Send in your message by August 27. You can do so one of 
three ways.

•	 Online at https://bit.ly/friar-notes
•	 Dropbox in the Cupertino Rm. of the Assisi Community 

Center, accessible Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 4:00pm.
•	 USMail to 11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613.        

Attention “Friar Farewell”.
The blessings of our parishioners will be offered at the celebra-
tion when all are asked to join in.
We have also set up a tribute to our friars on line at www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/friar-farewell, as a celebration of their 33 years of 
service to our parish. There you will find photo galleries, history, 
and videos.

Mark your calendar

Friar Farewell
Sunday, August 30 
immediately following the 9:30am Mass

We are excited to continue our 
celebration of Sunday 5:30pm Mass that 
includes public participation for up to 100 
people, including ministers. For more 
information or to sign up for a slot, visit 
our homepage, https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/. The sign up will be posted at 
12 noon on the Wednesday prior to Mass 
and will close on Friday evening. We ask 
that if you attended Mass the week prior, 
please wait until Friday morning to sign 
up in order to make room for others who 
were unable to attend. Thank you!

***
Join us every Sunday for a livestream 
of the 9:30am Mass. Watch it from the 
safety and convenience of your home 
during this time of COVID-19, and check 
out all of the other broadcasts from the 
parish by visiting the parish website.

https://bit.ly/friar-notes
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/friar-farewell
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/friar-farewell
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
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Anthony Andruchowitz
Elaine Andruchowitz
Owen Barry
Korbin Bashar
Abby Bednasz
Grace Cagle
Olivia Ceradini
Luke Davis
Riley Duncan
Peyton Foster
Jayden Gunter
Stella Hurd
Connor Maddox
Sienna McMahon
Noah Pridgen
Benjamin Snavely
McAllister Snavely
MarenaSolarte Escalante
Milena Solarte Escalante
Ella Then Jerez

Faith Formation Ministries
Congratulations to our First 
Eucharist Candidates who re-
ceived the Blessed Sacrament for 
the first time this weekend! May 
this day be an initial step for you 
into a life-long love of the Holy 
Eucharist. Your Saint Francis 
family rejoices and celebrates 
with you on one of the most 
sacred days of your life.

Given the current situation with COVID-19, 
our programming for 2020-2021 has been 
adapted to allow our families to continue 
to grow in faith together while keeping 
everyone safe. 
 

This year we are excited to introduce 
our new “Family Village" model! 

Faith Formation Family Villages aims to 
plant seeds for our children and families 
to meet, know, love, and serve Christ in 
their community. An entire family will meet 
together with other families. Each village 
will be made up of 3-5 families, and will 
be guided by host families. The village 
will decide where to meet (in a park in 
a socially distanced way, in someone’s 
backyard, or via a Zoom call). Our staff 
team is here to accompany and support 
you, while empowering you as parents 
and guardians to be the first and best 
formers of your child’s faith. 
 

Options by Grade for Faith Formation: 
 
Elementary Grades
Elementary aged children are invited 
to participate in our new Family Village 
option. What this means is that they will 
learn not only about the important aspects 
of our Catholic Church’s Scripture and 
Tradition, but also that they will do so in a 
community. Whether your child is in Kin-
dergarten and just beginning their formal 

Faith Formation Registration 
ends TODAY!

Faith Formation, or in fifth grade and has 
a group of friends they would like to be 
in a village with, we will ensure our 
materials are customized to your 
village’s needs!  
 

Middle and High School Youth
If a middle school or high school student 
has a sibling that will be participating in 
our Family Village program, they may 
become part of your Family Village. We 
will customize the kit of materials distrib-
uted to your village to ensure that the 
resources fit the needs of your village’s 
members. If your middle school or high 
school teen prefers to be in a small group 
of his or her peers, we offer virtual youth 
ministry small groups (like Cross Train 
and Cross Road, but online). 
 

All Grades: Home School
We understand that all family schedules 
and situations are different and that 
some families may feel safer growing in 
faith with just their family unit. Passing on 
the gift of our Catholic faith is a continu-
ation of your baptismal call to an active 
Christian life. Traditional Home School in-
volves the same curriculum as the Family 
Village, less the pertinent materials for 
activities, crafts, games, service projects, 
and community building.
For more information and to 
register for Formation. please visit: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-
formation-2020-2021/.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-2020-2021/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-2020-2021/
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Living Our Call to Mercy and Justice 
Through Philanthropic Giving

Our parish lives out its mission of “offering hope to those who hunger for human 
dignity” in a number of ways. From the early days of the parish, in addition to the 
many second collections taken at St. Francis to support others in mission, there’s 
also been a commitment to pledge 10% of the annual parish offertory collection to 
support all the ways the parish lives out its mission to be “salt and light” for others in 
our community through the Office of Justice and Peace. A number of years ago, a 
committee of parishioners was formed to provide greater transparency, accountability, 
and stewardship of this parish tithe for justice and peace.
The main responsibility of this Justice and Peace Tithe Stewardship Committee is to 
research, discern, and recommend to the pastor organizations and projects that the 
parish should support financially. In this philanthropic capacity, we are able to use a 
portion of our tithe to justice and peace to extend our parish mission more broadly. 
Many other organizations in our community and beyond proclaim the reign of God 
through their respective missions, and we are proud to partner with each of them 
through financial and material donations.
This committee is chaired by Bill Laxton, who also serves on the Parish Finance 
Council. Throughout the fiscal year, the committee members engage a process of on-
line research, site visits, and one-on-one conversations with a myriad of community 
partners. We are especially looking for organizations that align with our Franciscan 
values, do not contradict Catholic teaching, and make significant impacts of empow-
erment to the dignity of those struggling in our world. The committee also prioritizes 
the goal of supporting organizations that reflect a wide-variety of social issues of the 
Church.
This past fiscal year (July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020), nearly $179,000 was donat-
ed to 40 organizations that work in a number of areas including refugee resettlement, 
immigrant support, hunger, poverty, jobs, pro-life, addiction services, youth empower-
ment, care of creation and climate change, domestic violence, child abuse, suicide-
prevention, literacy, health care, combat veteran support, therapeutic care of those 
with disabilities, arts and justice, reentry support of formerly incarcerated individuals, 
criminal justice, racial justice, sex trafficking, nonviolence, intercultural solidarity, and 
homelessness. Given what was happening this year, the committee discerned and 
decided to give larger donations to support a Wake Tech scholarship for immigrants 
and refugees, and additional donations to other organizations that provided COVID-19 
related support to populations not supported by federal and state relief funds, includ-
ing undocumented immigrants. 
People in need count on our giving, which is your giving. Throughout the year, we re-
ceive “thank you” notes for our contributions. This is a perfect opportunity to pass that 
gratitude to you. Thank you for your very generous support of our parish’s mission 
through your week offertory; truly it is offering hope and mercy to others most in need.

Here’s a list of the following 48 organiza-
tions that received a donation from our 
parish in 2019-2020:
 

•	 Community Success Initiative
•	 St. Francis Inn
•	 Alliance Medical Clinic
•	 Green Chair Project
•	 Healing Transitions
•	 Hope Center at Pullen
•	 Interact
•	 Jobs for Life
•	 North Raleigh Ministries
•	 Note in the Picket
•	 Open Door Clinic and Helen Wright 

Center at Urban Ministries
•	 Passage Home
•	 Raleigh/Wake Partnership to End 

Homelessness
•	 StepUp Ministry
•	 The Gabriel Project
•	 Justice Theater Project
•	 Family Promise
•	 Birthchoice
•	 Corral Riding Academy
•	 Interfaith Food Shuttle
•	 Catholic Parish Outreach
•	 Hispanic Family Center
•	 Code the Dream
•	 Wheels 4 Hope
•	 NC Justice Center
•	 SEEDS in Durham
•	 Our Sister Parish in Guatemala
•	 St. Joseph Primary Care Clinic, Mercy 

Fund
•	 The Center for Volunteer Caregiving
•	 St. Vincent DePaul Conference at St. 

Francis
•	 Shepherd’s Table Soup Kitchen
•	 Alliance Medical Ministry
•	 Church World Services
•	 United State Committee on Refugees 

and Immigration (USCRI)
•	 Gigi’s Playhouse
•	 Hopeline
•	 Catholic Worker Communities in the 

Triangle
•	 Project Rachel
•	 L’Arche
•	 El Futuro
•	 National Alliance on Mental Illness in 

Wake County (NAMI)
•	 Hope Reins
•	 Community Music School
•	 Oak City Cares
•	 Catholic Climate Covenant
•	 Habitat for Humanity
•	 The Peace Booth at the NC State Fair 
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Parish Life Ministries

Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles and Feed the Need 
have moved!  Our refrigerator is now 
located in the Cupertino Room of the 
Community Center. Please note the 
following when dropping off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring     

Casseroles should be dropped off at 
the Community Center, specifically   
the middle door which opens into Cu-
pertino Room. The middle door will be 
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Assisi 
Community Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freez-
ers for short term storage of meals          
for families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients for 
each meal for both Feed the Need and 
Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

It just took two days for the tests to show 
what was wrong. It just took a minute to 
explain what had been happening for the 
last few months. It just took six months 
to get everything straightened out. Or 
at least, that’s what happened to me. 
Over the course of a lifetime, a minute or 
even six months doesn’t seem like a lot. 
But when you’re told you have cancer, 
when you have a cantaloupe-sized tumor 
removed, when you have four surgeries 
and four chemo treatments in those six 
months, it can seem like a lifetime. And in 
fact, in some ways, after a cancer diagno-
sis, the life you were used to is changed in 
many ways. 
If you or a loved one has been diagnosed 
with cancer, you know that you never 
look at symptoms the same. If a symptom 
persists for more than two weeks, it’s 
always best to check in with your health 
care provider. If you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with cancer, you know 
that people who really care about you 
sometimes are too overcome to reach 
out to you. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with cancer, you know that just 
having a conversation or a day without 
having to say the word or have an appoint-
ment is a great day!
But if you or a loved one has been diag-
nosed with cancer, I want you to know that 
we have a team of people who understand 
the journey you’re on because they have 
been on that journey themselves. Some-

If you or a loved one 
has been diagnosed with cancer...

times more than once. And sometimes 
they were the patient, sometimes they 
were the care giver. And while there’s 
always hope, there are some tough times 
on this journey. And it helps to talk to 
someone who understands. 
This Fall, Parish Life is offering a cancer 
support group. We will meet virtually. 
We’ll be using a 9 week program called 
Cancer Companions. The meetings will 
include sharing your story, watching a 
short video, reflection questions and 
some readings to do at home. The goal 
of the group is to provide that safe space 
where you can say whatever you need 
so that you can gain strength for your 
journey. If you have to say you’re scared 
to realize that you are more afraid to quit 
than to keep going, that’s what we’re 
here for. If you have to say that you hate 
cancer, we certainly understand how 
to use that anger to get over the next 
hurdle. If you have to say you’re mad at 
God, we understand that, too, just like 
God understands. 
So join us starting Monday, September 
21 at 7:00pm for our virtual Cancer Com-
panions Ministry. We’ll meet some new 
people, we’ll share our stories. There will 
be tears, but there will also be laughter….
healing laughter, and you will not be 
alone on this journey. Join us! For more 
information, or to register, visit https://
form.jotform.com/SFa11401z/seeing-god-
in-your-cancer-journey 
       

mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://form.jotform.com/SFa11401z/seeing-god-in-your-cancer-journey
https://form.jotform.com/SFa11401z/seeing-god-in-your-cancer-journey
https://form.jotform.com/SFa11401z/seeing-god-in-your-cancer-journey
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Mike Watson, Principal 

In a season marked by great uncertainty, 
decisions are difficult for everyone – and 
educators, in particular, recognize that 
there are no simple solutions. 
After taking the various needs of 
students and teachers into account, 
prayerfully considering different options 
alongside other Triangle-area Catholic 
schools, and reviewing guidelines issued 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, The Franciscan School (TFS) has 
decided to move forward with resuming 
in-person classes – with some important 
modifications in place. 
In light of the CDC’s recommendations 
for reopening schools, TFS examined 
its available space and personnel and 
determined it would resume on-campus 
instruction – but with numerous adjust-
ments and safeguards in place. And 
because TFS recognizes that there is no 
one-size-fits-all option for its families, the 
school also offers an online option for 
students as well. 
“I can’t say enough positive things about 
how our leadership team has handled 
this challenge,” says Mae Villanueva, 
whose family has been with TFS for five 
years now. “They have communicated 
with clarity and transparency and I have 
no doubts that every decision has been 
made with sincere care and concern 
for the health and safety of our entire 
community.”
For the upcoming school year, TFS’s 
on-campus plan involves smaller cohorts 
that allow students to maintain social 
distancing recommendations. Given the 
space available, kindergarten through 
sixth grade will operate on a regular 
schedule, while grades seven and eight 
will alternate days on campus. 
“As we considered the various options, 
we assessed how we could bring stu-
dents back to campus and be reasonably 
assured that we could keep faculty, staff 

Decisions

and students safe,” says Mike Watson, 
principal at TFS. “While our new plan will 
look completely different from what we 
normally experience, ‘different’ will still 
be a high quality academic experience in 
a Catholic atmosphere where faith and 
service for others are emphasized.”
“We are so fortunate to have the facili-
ties and personnel available to make this 
work,” says Ann Giannini, who has taught 
at TFS for 18 years. “I am so excited to 
head back to school and meet my fourth 
graders. And I’m looking forward to find-
ing creative ways to deliver the curricu-
lum that is both fun and effective.”
“As a teacher, I feel safe with all the 
procedures in place. Administration has 
taken all the necessary precautions to 
protect our students and faculty,” says Gi-
annini. “We will teach children to properly 
wear masks, make sure our students do 
not share desks or supplies and ensure 
that hands are washed regularly. Above 

all, I will work to make my students feel 
safe, comfortable and loved – all while 
continuing to give them a strong 
education and helping them grow as 
individuals.”
Understanding that it may be difficult for 
younger students to remain in their seats 
for longer periods than usual, TFS will 
provide some classes with wiggle seats 
to give students more movement. 
Additionally, students will continue to 
have special classes like music, art, PE, 
drama and media to promote physical 
activity and engagement. 
And while the logistics of each school 
day will look different than before, the 
curriculum, material and quality of 
education will remain. 
“I anticipate a variety of changes in my 
classroom this year,” says Tom Harmon, 
who teaches middle school math at TFS. 
“But we have an awesome group of edu-
cators navigating these changes. Plus, 
the foundation of learning in a Catholic 
setting will continue to be the same. Like 
always, my priority is to help the students 
who dislike or are intimidated by math to 
like math – and help those that like math 
to love math!”
Liz Michel, whose family has been with 
TFS for eight years, found that sending 
her children back to campus was the 
right decision for her family.
“After reviewing guidance from the 
state and Diocese, we decided to move 
forward with on-campus instruction with 
cautious optimism,” Michel says. “Each 
family must determine which choice is 
best for them and their situation. We’re 
all making decisions every day based on 
the information we have and based on 
our own needs. And decisions we make 
today may change tomorrow, based on 
new or different information.”
Other families at TFS, like the Villanue-
vas, have decided that the online option 

Continue on page 8

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=


8

Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

Great news-our teachers are back!  They 
returned this past Monday and have been 
hard at work preparing for the arrival of 
our students. It has been so wonderful to 
not only have them back in the buildings, 
but also to have some sense of “normal” 
again. There are sounds of copies being 
made, bulletin boards are being put up, 
and there is some laughter echoing in 
the hallways-hooray! After being so quiet 
and desolate for weeks, there is some 
life within our walls again. The joy will not 
be complete, however, until our precious 
preschoolers return on Monday, August
24. This is what we are all eagerly 
awaiting! Our teachers are bursting with 
enthusiasm to begin the year!  They are 
all deeply passionate about the children. 
Having the students back is really what 
makes everything so worthwhile and 
rewarding!
As I’ve watched the teachers bustle 
about getting everything ready, I have 
found myself wondering what Jesus 
did to prepare for teaching the children 
that came to Him. I’m sure that he didn’t 
need to bother with lesson plans, but did 
he have them gather for questions and 
answers? Did he build things with them 
given his carpentry background?  Did he 
run and play games with them?  I can 
imagine that Jesus had an almost mes-
merizing presence with the little children. 
I am sure that He had a way about Him 
that drew the children to Him and made 
them eager to want to listen to all that 
He had to share about God and how to 
follow in His footsteps. 
As preschool educators, we strive to 
build children’s excitement about learn-
ing and to maintain their enthusiasm for 
coming to school. As Catholic preschool 
educators, we get to do this all under 
the overarching umbrella of our faith. 

Building and strengthening children’s 
faith journeys is a special privilege for 
us. Our own faith guides and helps to 
shape our lessons and interactions with 
the children in our care. We aim to help a 
child know that God loves and cares for 
us in so many ways. He wants us to grow 
into kind people who work to follow His 
message in heart, mind, and deed. 
I can’t help but think that God meant for 
Jesus to have a special relationship with 
children. He intended for Jesus to be 
known as the “Great Teacher” so that He 
would be an example and inspiration for 
those who have been called to be teach-
ers. I also like to believe that God keeps 
an extra special watch on teachers, es-
pecially those working with the youngest 
members of our community; He knows 
that they are instrumental in reinforcing 
and expanding His hopeful message of 
salvation, mercy, and love.
As the new school year gets underway, 
particularly during these uncertain and 
stressful times, let us pray for our teach-
ers. Let us ask God to continue to watch 
over them as they dedicate their lives to 
helping children become the best of what 
He wants them to be. May God grant 
our teachers serenity to appreciate the 
uniqueness of each child and wisdom to 
help each identify and embrace the gifts 
that they have been given. Let God pro-
vide our teachers with an abundance of 
patience, strength and perseverance, for 
we are living in challenging times. May 
God also help our teachers to continually 
inspire children to become faithful and 
loving members of His greater family.
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at:  
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

“Let the young children come to me; do not try to stop them.” Mark 10:13, 14.

is the right fit, as it offers additional safety 
while still maintaining the same cur-
riculum and standard of education. “We 
weighed all of the knowledge available to 
us and decided that online instruction is 
best for our family,” Villanueva says.
“For both our on-campus and online 
students, TFS will look different this year. 
On campus, it will be a less active envi-
ronment – and online, it will be a more 
interactive environment,” Watson says. 
“For our students learning remotely, we’ll 
be mindful about including them in class 
discussions and we’ll take special care to 
acknowledge and answer their questions. 
They’ll have access to faculty whenever 
they have concerns or need additional 
help.”
Whatever format families choose, TFS 
is committed to providing an excellent 
education to each and every student and 
making sure the Franciscan community 
grows together during these strange and 
difficult times. 
“Our children love TFS and can’t wait 
to start back – but they are admittedly 
a bit apprehensive about how it will all 
work,” Mike Watson says. “But having a 
universal plan across the Dioceses and 
an amazing network of teachers and ad-
ministrators navigating these uncharted 
waters with us gives us continued confi-
dence about returning to campus.” 
Whatever lays ahead, TFS is prepared to 
continually assess the situation in North 
Carolina, make adjustments as neces-
sary and communicate frequently and 
openly. 
“As we look to the new normal, we 
remain committed to keeping the health, 
safety and success of our people as 
our top priority,” Watson says. “We pray 
and hope for another great year of faith, 
academics and service here at The 
Franciscan School.”
For more information about the TFS 
reopening strategy, please contact Mike 
Watson, Principal at The Franciscan 
school at Michael.Watson@stfrancisra-
leigh.org

Continued from page 7

Preparing for the Arrival 
of our Students

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Michael.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Michael.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next

Reflecting on the Word
Lectio Divina followed by small 

group discussion
Join our Director of Formation, Jenn 
Fiduccia, for Lectio Divina followed by 
small group discussion on the upcoming 
Sunday readings! We will be using Zoom 
online conferencing and you will be sent 
a link to join after you register.
FRIDAYS
from 10:00 to 11:15am – Register here: 
https://forms.gle/zkbFaN751nBqgdVL9
 

For more information, email 
jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly support 
group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. To receive 
an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at chuck.smallsfa@
gmail.com. Next online meeting is Sunday, October 4.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions will resume Tuesday 
September 1, 7:00 – 9:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, 
St. Mary of the Angels Chapel. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
All In-Person Masses, meetings, gatherings, and events are 
cancelled until further notice. This includes daily and weekend 
Masses as well as confessions. Please contact ministry leader 
for virtual or online opportunities.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Full Time Teacher – Grade 5
The Franciscan School is seeking an enthusiastic and qualified fifth grade classroom teacher, with primary 
responsibility for language arts and religion. We provide a challenging, faith-filled environment that encourages 
students to move beyond their current academic success. 
 

Candidates must have Bachelor’s Degree and be a Catholic in good standing. Preferred candidates will have a 
NC teaching licensure or be able to obtain NC teaching licensure and have experience in elementary education 
with a record of excellence.
If you are interested, please send a cover letter, that includes your educational philosophy, and resume to: 
tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

mailto:tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Franciscan Friars
Pastor 	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Assistant to the Pastor		  847-8205x249
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Steve Kluge, O.F.M.	 847-8205x226
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x261
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Diana Chapman	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers

Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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