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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
All Masses, meetings, gather-
ings, and events are cancelled 

until further notice.
This includes daily and 

weekend Masses as well as 
confessions

We invite you to watch our live 
online streaming of 

Sunday, 9:30 am Mass

See page 12

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

See page 4 See page 4First Eucharist

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/trea-

sure/

So many things going 
on as we draw close to 
transition! Our school 
begins this week, with 
classes arriving in stag-

es on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
Our preschool begins next Monday the 
24th. Much work and preparation has 
gone into opening both of our schools, 
and we’re excited to see students back 
on campus.
 

There are also some projects being 
done on our campus. One project is the 
renovation on Clare Hall; you may recall 
that last fall we sent out a letter asking for 
donations for new siding and windows on 
Clare, and those funds, along with funds 
from our reserve maintenance account, 
are being used for the work. Clare Hall 
is around 30 years old and there were 
signs of rot and wear which needed 
to be addressed immediately.
 

Another project that is beginning is the 
installation of solar panels on the roof 
of Clare Hall. There are up-front costs 
for this project, and those costs will be 
recovered over time with energy savings. 
We see this as a Franciscan project, as 
Francis of Assisi himself composed a 
prayer/song which addressed “Brother 
Sun, who is the day and through whom 
You give us light. And he is beautiful 
and radiant with great splendor; and 
bears a likeness of You, Most High One.” 
And, of course, with this project, provides 
us energy.
 

A few other things: our focus over the 
next several weeks and going into the 
fall is on our schools and on planning 
our liturgies. Because of this, we have 
cancelled all on-campus events through 
September 15th, and this will be con-
tinuously evaluated throughout the fall. 
Faith Formation in the fall will be entirely 
virtual. Pastoral Care and Peace and 
Justice events are also being planned 

Through Baptism may 
they walk always as 
children of the light:
Benjamin Marshall Bowden
Son of Marshall and Christine Bowden
Maclin Alexander Conti
Son of Daniel and Christine Conti
Tessa Mae Lewis
Daughter of Nicole and Neil Lewis
Angelie Grace Salcedo
Daughter of Carlos Salcedo and Zaida 
Camacho
Grace Lynn Salcedo
Daughter of Carlos Salcedo and Zaida 
Camacho
Ava Elizabeth Stewart
Daughter of Brian and Jennifer Stewart
Reagan Stewart
Daughter of Brian and Jennifer Stewart

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:
+ Kenneth Ray
   Father of Clifford Ray
 

+ Bernard D’ Costa
   Husband of Roque and 
   father of Jennifer Bricker

Please do not drop off any unsolicited items on the church property or in our 
buildings. All of our donation drives are closely coordinated with our ministry 
partners in the community and are well publicized in advance. If you have 
donations at times outside of our announced drives, please take your donation 
directly to a charity of your choice. Thank you for your cooperation.

for virtual only at this time. “At this time” 
may be the key phrase here: all of our 
planning and forecasting is fluid and up 
for constant evaluation, as we balance 
what we need to do in these constantly 
evolving days of Covid-19.
 

A few words on our parish finances: you 
may have already received a letter sent 
out from the Diocese of Raleigh about 
the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. As 
you might imagine, the BAA has fallen 
short in its goal for the year. We under-
stand these are extraordinary times, and 
we ask that if you are able, to please 
consider making a donation to the 2020 
BAA. Thanks to all who have done that.
 

Also, our own parish offertory has 
fluctuated throughout the summer. It is 
critically important that the people of St. 
Francis continue to support the parish. 
The best way to support St. Francis is 
via Faith Direct, and you can sign up 
by calling 866-507-8757 and giving our 
parish code NC674. Or, you can support 
St. Francis by sending in donations to: St. 
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, 11401 
Leesville Rd., Raleigh NC 27613. We are 
grateful for your support!
 

For the three of us friars, our time is 
running short. Our last Sunday here (at 
least for Steve K. and me, Jim will remain 
in the Diocese) will be August 30th and 
there are plans for a farewell presenta-
tion after that mass. There is a planning 
committee working on that. It’s drawing 
close! We also last weekend started a 
5:30pm Sunday mass for around 100 
people, with sign-ups required, and 
masks and distancing. That went well last 
Sunday and so we are planning to con-
tinue that, and you can find information 
on how to sign up on our parish website 
www.stfrancisraleigh.org. 
 

Blessings on your week!

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
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Join us for a virtual friar farewell in appreciation of our current 
and past friars of Holy Name of Jesus Province.
Though our faith community cannot gather in person to wish the 
friars farewell, we invite you to join through the live streaming of 
this event.
The voices of our parishioners will be presented to the friars 
through farewell messages sent in advance.
If you would like to send them a farewell message, there is still 
time. Send in your message by August 27. You can do so one of 
three ways.

•	 Online at https://bit.ly/friar-notes
•	 Dropbox in the Cupertino Rm. of the Assisi Community 

Center, accessible Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 4:00pm.
•	 USMail to 11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613.        

Attention “Friar Farewell”.
The blessings of our parishioners will be offered at the celebra-
tion when all are asked to join in.
We have also set up a tribute to our friars on line at www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/friar-farewell, as a celebration of their 33 years of 
service to our parish. There you will find photo galleries, history, 
and videos.

Mark your calendar

Friar Farewell
Sunday, August 30 
immediately following the 9:30am Mass

We are excited to continue our 
celebration of Sunday 5:30pm Mass that 
includes public participation for up to 100 
people, including ministers. For more 
information or to sign up for a slot, visit 
our homepage, https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/. The sign up will be posted at 
12 noon on the Wednesday prior to Mass 
and will close on Friday evening. We ask 
that if you attended Mass the week prior, 
please wait until Friday morning to sign 
up in order to make room for others who 
were unable to attend. Thank you!

***
Join us every Sunday for a livestream 
of the 9:30am Mass. Watch it from the 
safety and convenience of your home 
during this time of COVID-19, and check 
out all of the other broadcasts from the 
parish by visiting the parish website.

https://bit.ly/friar-notes
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/friar-farewell
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/friar-farewell
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
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Chase Cartwright
Danny Collins
Violet Cox
Phoebe Few
Asher Fitzsimmons
Austin Harris
David Hassan
Sofia Hodge
Landon Long
Julianna Lowe
Chloe Marks
Charles Matson
Lateef Obaydi
Luke Peckham
Evaliz Rodriguez
Austin Saylors
Emily Swan
Caroline Thomy
Lincoln Treadwell
Embrey Zola

The exodus is the central event of the Old Testament, giving meaning 
to everything else we find in its pages. Part One of this study takes us 
through the first fifteen chapters of Exodus-from slavery to the call of 
Moses, from plagues to crossing the sea, from captivity to freedom in 
the Sinai. Part Two of this study covers the final 25 chapters of Exodus. 
Beginning with the insecurity of the desert wanderings, to encountering 
God on Sinai and then constructing the tent of dwelling, God's people 
learn what it means to be part of a covenant with the one who liberates 
and also gives the Law to guide and direct them. Discover that God 
hears those who are beaten down and liberates those who are in need of 
his justice.
Sessions will take place on the free Zoom platform. Registration is 
required. To register, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
 

Dates: Wednesdays – 9/16, 9/23, 9/30, 10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 
11/11, 11/18 (10 sessions)

Time: 10:00-11:30am via Zoom
Facilitators: Barbara Efird and Cindy Cardello

Cost: Participants will receive instructions on how to purchase their own 
materials that will be shipped to their homes. Cost for each of the two 

books is $16.95 + shipping.
Registration closes on 9/1. The maximum number of participants is 20.

 

For more information, contact jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Faith Formation Ministries

Congratulations to our First 
Eucharist Candidates who re-
ceived the Blessed Sacrament for 
the first time this weekend! May 
this day be an initial step for you 
into a life-long love of the Holy 
Eucharist. Your Saint Francis 
family rejoices and celebrates 
with you on one of the most 
sacred days of your life.

Given the current situation with COVID-19, 
our programming for 2020-2021 has been 
adapted to allow our families to continue 
to grow in faith together while keeping 
everyone safe. 
 

This year we are excited to introduce 
our new “Family Village" model! 

Faith Formation Family Villages aims to 
plant seeds for our children and families 
to meet, know, love, and serve Christ in 
their community. An entire family will meet 
together with other families. Each village 
will be made up of 3-5 families, and will 
be guided by host families. The village 
will decide where to meet (in a park in 
a socially distanced way, in someone’s 
backyard, or via a Zoom call). Our staff 
team is here to accompany and support 
you, while empowering you as parents 
and guardians to be the first and best 
formers of your child’s faith. 
 

Options by Grade for Faith Formation: 
 
Elementary Grades
Elementary aged children are invited 
to participate in our new Family Village 
option. What this means is that they will 
learn not only about the important aspects 
of our Catholic Church’s Scripture and 
Tradition, but also that they will do so in a 
community. Whether your child is in Kin-
dergarten and just beginning their formal 

Faith Formation Registration 
ends August 23rd!

Faith Formation, or in fifth grade and 
has a group of friends they would like to 
be in a village with, we will ensure our 
materials are customized to your village’s 
needs!  
 

Middle and High School Youth
If a middle school or high school student 
has a sibling that will be participating in 
our Family Village program, they may 
become part of your Family Village. We 
will customize the kit of materials distrib-
uted to your village to ensure that the 
resources fit the needs of your village’s 
members. If your middle school or high 
school teen prefers to be in a small group 
of his or her peers, we offer virtual youth 
ministry small groups (like Cross Train 
and Cross Road, but online). 
 

All Grades: Home School
We understand that all family schedules 
and situations are different and that 
some families may feel safer growing in 
faith with just their family unit. Passing on 
the gift of our Catholic faith is a continu-
ation of your baptismal call to an active 
Christian life. Traditional Home School in-
volves the same curriculum as the Family 
Village, less the pertinent materials for 
activities, crafts, games, service projects, 
and community building.
For more information and to register 
for Formation. please visit: https://
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-forma-
tion-2020-2021/.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
mailto:jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-2020-2021/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-2020-2021/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-2020-2021/
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Justice and Peace Ministries

The pandemic has attempted to create 
obstacles for us to carry out our mis-
sion as parish, but St. Francis is not 
the kind of parish to sit back and do 
nothing. We continue to find ways to 
be Christ's hands in the world. Check 
out this collage of pictures from this 
past week, ways St. Francis commu-
nity offers help, serves the vulnerable, 
and gives to families in need in the 
wider community. Pictures include 
ministries: School Supply Drive, Voter 
Registration Information Drive, Oak 
City Cares Outreach, Brown Bag 
Ministry, Helen Wright Center for 
Homeless Woman, and Mask Making 
Ministry. Many of these ministries have 
recently transitioned in leadership, so 
a big thank you to past leaders Tricia 
Downs, Suzanne Szymendera, and 
Angela Zemonek and welcome and 
thank you to new leaders Nam Doug-
las, Pam Peroutky, Kristen Holt, Kate 
Griffith, Lisa Demuynck, Heidi Hobler, 
Shannon Bednarcik, Ellen Ferrone, 
and Carol and Bill McClain. 
Also, thank you to all the volunteers 
and those who donated to make our 
ministries possible! 
To volunteer to offer help during this 
time, go to https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/.

St. Francis Generously Offers Help During Pandemic

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
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Parish Life Ministries

Ashley Watson, Coordinator of Community Programs

It’s that time of year again…Back to School. While this is always a busy time for 
parents and children, this year adds a whole new layer of complexity. Nobody thought 
back in March, when we switched to virtual learning due to COVID, that come July/
August we’d have to be making more big school related decisions.
Many families have struggled to decide what is the best decision for their child(ren) 
and family. This decision has so many aspects to it because it does affect all people 
in the household. Do you….send your masked child to school, school/home hybrid, 
virtual academy or do you switch and homeschool your child?  None of these choices 
are bad or wrong and we all need to remember this and continue to support each 
other no matter what decision another family makes. 
How can we support each other? As parents, we can speak positively about all op-
tions out there especially around our kids, who are constantly watching and listening 
to how we handle every situation. Be there to listen to a friend who is maybe anxious 
about what’s ahead with the new school year and reach out to them from time to time 
to check on them. That simple text or phone call to ask how things are settling in with 
the school year will mean a lot to someone. Now more than ever we all need to put 
our different opinions aside and just be there to listen to and support each other. 
What can we do for our children? We can continue to talk them through what’s ahead 
in regards to how they will be attending school for now so that they, too, can be 
more comfortable with their new format of school. Whether that includes setting up 
their special workspace where they can be most productive or for those who will be 
attending in person, start practicing wearing a mask for extended periods of time and 
staying out of people’s personal space. 
Use these opportunities for dialogue with your children about the decisions you are 
making and why your family is making those decisions. Children are seeing families 
make different decisions and are no doubt asking themselves why some families are 
doing one thing while their family is doing something different. For my son I know it 
was helpful for him to be part of the conversations, to express what he felt would be 
the best decision for him and why he felt that way. He also understood there was a lot 
more to it than just what he thought was best. I think the most important things we are 
learning in making these big decisions is that we don’t have control over this but we 
DO have control over how we respond to this and we are all on this journey together. 
If you need to talk with someone to help make your decisions or process the feelings 
you’re having about this situation, maybe you’d benefit from having a Stephen 
Minister. Just contact kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Back to School...
crayons, pencils and Covid!

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles and Feed the Need 
have moved!  Our refrigerator is now 
located in Cupertino in the Community 
Center. Please note the following when 
dropping off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring     

Casseroles should be dropped off at 
the Community Center, specifically   
the middle door which opens into Cu-
pertino Room. The middle door will be 
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Assisi 
Community Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freez-
ers for short term storage of meals          
for families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients for 
each meal for both Feed the Need and 
Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Mike Watson, Principal 

The opening of the new school year at 
The Franciscan School is always an 
exciting time. The thrill of smiling stu-
dents coming back or newly arrived at 
the school, the “feigned sorrow” over 
summer ending masking the excitement 
of the faculty to be back, and the ever-
present anticipation of new friends, new 
teachers and new academic success; it’s 
a very heady experience. Yet this year 
there is anxiety and nervousness and a 
sense of doubt…but only for a moment. 
Last Wednesday the teachers returned, 
and, next Wednesday, the students of the 
Franciscan School return; 85% return-
ing to on-campus learning in a time of 
uncertainty. However, they will return, 
as they do each year, with a sense of 
mission, a focus on academics, and a 
confidence born from our focus on faith, 
whether on-campus or through distance 
learning. Every year, in the spirit of the 
Franciscan mission, the students at 
the school are introduced early to the 

concept of community. One of the areas 
of focus is in the service to others. Last 
year students directly served over 10,000 
people across the local area, nation, and 
the world with the variety of service proj-
ects completed during Catholic Schools 
Week. That mission continues unabated 
in this time of challenge, and our mission 
is especially needed at this time of am-
biguity and anxiety. Students leave the 

school each day not only having a strong 
academic foundation, but a true sense of 
their impact on the community in which 
they live. 
With the underpinnings of faith, academ-
ics and service at its core, the school’s 
message to students remains constant; 
be confident in yourself and your abili-
ties, prepare academically to go out into 
the world ready for its challenges, and 
always be ready and equipped to serve 
those in need. 
We are excited for another great school 
year!
Please visit our website at www.francis-
canschool.org or contact Principal Mike 
Watson at mike.watson@franciscan-
school.org to find out more and to get 
insight into the community of faith and 
academic excellence we have at The 
Franciscan School and how our mission 
continues in this time of pandemic.

Back to School

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
mailto:mike.watson@franciscanschool.org
mailto:mike.watson@franciscanschool.org
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

Former governor of Arizona and educa-
tor, Jane D. Hull, once said, “At the end 
of the day, the most overwhelming 
key to a child's success is the positive 
involvement of parents.”
When I came across this inspiring quote, 
I re-read it several times. As a parent, 
I felt like this was a good reminder, 
particularly as children return to school in 
a couple of weeks. As preschool educa-
tors, we often encourage parents to try 
and maintain their enthusiasm about 
school. We know that even at this very 
young age, children often detect a par-
ent’s stress and anxiety as easily as they 
do parents’ joy. We know that long good-
byes are more difficult than short ones; 
frequently they only serve to heighten the 
anxiety that the parent has about leaving 
the child.
This year, more than any other, the 
uncertainty that surrounds leaving our 
children at school is great. Although we 
know that we have a solid re-opening 
plan and are confident in the measures 
that are in place to minimize the risk, 
there is still hesitation and doubt. 
At St. Francis Preschool, we have always 
recognized and valued the trust that par-
ents have in allowing their child to be with 
us. We know that this year requires an 
even higher level of trust. This is needed 
not only from parents, but also from 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and others 
who are an important part of children’s 
lives. Due to health restrictions, parents 
are, unfortunately, not allowed to drop 
their child at his/her classroom. They will 
not be able to come to preschool and 
meet/talk with other parents who are of-
ten a great support to one another even 
after only brief interactions in the school 
hallways. At this time, they will not be 
able to come into the classroom to volun-

teer and catch a glimpse of their child’s 
day. Parents are being asked to entrust 
the care of their child to our preschool 
without having some of the basic connec-
tions that they normally would. Without 
these in place, they are being required to 
take an extra leap of faith. 
While I firmly believe that we are ready 
for a fun, engaging, and exciting year at 
preschool, we understand that many of 
our parents might now start out with this 
same outlook. Let us then remember 
all of our parents, of both big and little 
students, who might be experiencing 
elevated levels of anxiety as they send 
their children to school. Let us keep them 
in our prayers that they will take strength 
and comfort from their faith and trust that 
God is watching over them as well as 
their children. Let us also pray that while 
they might feel some nervousness on the 
inside, they will be able to be enthusias-
tic so that their children feel happy and 
confident in going to preschool. 
Dear Lord- As parents send their children 
off to school, help them feel strong and at 
peace. Help them remember that every 
person, every experience and every 
lesson will help to shape him/her into 
becoming the good and loving individual 
that You mean for them to be. Help them 
not to forget, that their teachers will take 
every precaution to keep their children 
safe and protected. Especially on that 
first day, give any nervous parent plenty 
to do so he/she doesn’t have time to 
worry and doubt. Fill them with wisdom 
and trust as they watch their babies grow 
and learn, especially during these uncer-
tain times. Amen.
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at: 
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next

Reflecting on the Word
Lectio Divina followed by small 

group discussion
Join our Director of Formation, Jenn 
Fiduccia, for Lectio Divina followed by 
small group discussion on the upcoming 
Sunday readings! We will be using Zoom 
online conferencing and you will be sent 
a link to join after you register.
FRIDAYS
from 10:00 to 11:15am – Register here: 
https://forms.gle/zkbFaN751nBqgdVL9
 

For more information, email 
jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

You are invited to a free  
Job Connections Zoom meeting

Job Connections will host a 
Job Networking call via Zoom 

every Monday at 4:00pm. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189
?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6
M2tZZz09. Join us and get the help you 
need to make a new start!

SCOUTS BSA 
Troop 219 Girl Troop

Scouts BSA is a great opportu-
nity for 11-17 year old females 
looking for a fun, safe, and 
welcoming environment. The four 
aims of Scouting is Character 
Development, Personal Fitness, 
Citizenship, and Leadership. 
Here is a website one of our 
scouts developed showcasing 
what we have done in the past 15 
months. http://scouts219.weebly.
com/ Our meetings are Thursday 
nights 7:00-8:30pm. We typically 
meet at St. Francis, but have 
shifted to weekly Zoom meetings 
for the time being. We strive to 
do a campout each month. We 
have taken many precautions to 
navigate our new world. Check 
out the photos on the website. If 
you are interested in getting out-
doors, making lifetime memories, 
and having some fun give us a 
shot. You can text or call Scott 
Cash, Scoutmaster Troop 219 at 
(919) 270 6167 or email 
scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com

Get Out the Vote
In conjunction with our partnership with 
the community organizing effort in Wake 
County called One Wake, we are priori-
tizing over the next couple months reach-
ing out to our friends, families, neighbors, 
and fellow parishioners to encourage 
them to take their civic responsibility to 
vote in the upcoming election seriously. 
Most of your voting questions and actions 
pertaining to election like checking your 
voting registration status, finding a list 
of candidates, registering to vote for the 
first time in NC, changing your address, 
finding out about early-voting sites, and 
learning the ins and outs of absentee/
mail-in ballots can be found at the NC 
Board of Elections website: 
www.ncsbe.gov.
Pope Francis encourages us to partici-
pate in the political process, saying “We 
need to participate for the common good. 
Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is 
not interested in politics. This is not true: 
good Catholics immerse themselves in 
politics by offering the best of themselves 
so that the leader can govern” (Sept 16, 
2013). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
http://scouts219.weebly.com/
http://scouts219.weebly.com/
mailto:scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
http://www.ncsbe.gov


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly support 
group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. To receive 
an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at chuck.smallsfa@
gmail.com. Next online meeting is Sunday, October 4.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions will resume Tuesday 
September 1, 7:00 – 9:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, 
St. Mary of the Angels Chapel. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
All In-Person Masses, meetings, gatherings, and events are 
cancelled until further notice. This includes daily and weekend 
Masses as well as confessions. Please contact ministry leader 
for virtual or online opportunities.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Full Time Teacher – Grade 5
The Franciscan School is seeking an enthusiastic and qualified fifth grade classroom teacher, with primary 
responsibility for language arts and religion. We provide a challenging, faith-filled environment that encourages 
students to move beyond their current academic success. 
 

Candidates must have Bachelor’s Degree and be a Catholic in good standing. Preferred candidates will have a 
NC teaching licensure or be able to obtain NC teaching licensure and have experience in elementary education 
with a record of excellence.
If you are interested, please send a cover letter, that includes your educational philosophy, and resume to: 
tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

mailto:tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Franciscan Friars
Pastor 	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Assistant to the Pastor		  847-8205x249
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Steve Kluge, O.F.M.	 847-8205x226
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x261
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Diana Chapman	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers

Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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