
June 21, 2020                     

Ph
oto

 by
 D

iog
en

es
 R

uiz

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement All Masses, meetings, gather-
ings, and events are cancelled 

until further notice.
This includes daily and 

weekend Masses as well as 
confessions

We invite you to watch our live 
online streaming of 

Sunday, 9:30 am Mass

See page 12

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship
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As The Catholic Community 
of St Francis of Assisi, we are 
continuing to respond to the 
Corona virus as the many 
aspects of our lives person-
ally and professionally are 
affected. Let us share how 
we are moving forward as a 
community of faith.

We continue to
Live Streaming Sunday

Sunday, June 21, 2020 9:30 am 
 

From our homes, let us gather as one 
community of faith. 

We invite you to join us for all our 
video broadcasting. 

We continue to 
Care & Serve

 “Ring, Ring”. We are calling ….
Parish staff are still calling to check in 

with parishioners to see how you’re do-
ing! We’re calling from our cell phones, 
but we will identify ourselves and will 

leave you a message, and we’ll try back 
again. Please know that these calls are 

out way of saying you are important to us 
and we’re here if you need anything!

 If you need help or want to offer help, 
please visit out SFA Help webpage. 

 Warm Sunday greet-
ings to all, and I want 
to give an update on 
our plans for hav-
ing mass again with 

people in the church. As you know 
we have been following guidelines 
from our civic leaders and  from our 
bishop and have proceeded cau-
tiously on re-opening our church. 
We have a task force which has been 
looking at all aspects of what re-
opening our church would look like. 
Health and safety, as always, remain 
priorities, and we have medical 
professionals advising us, along with 
members of our staff. 
We are now planning to have mass for 
the members of our RCIA who were to 
have been received into the church at 
Easter, and we plan to have that on Sun-
day, June 28th at 9:30am. This includes 
those to be baptized, and those receiv-
ing first communion and confirmation. 
There are about 30 in all. This mass will 
be for only that group – including family 
and sponsors, we expect around 120-
140 people in the church. We will have 
guidelines in place for distancing, masks, 
and any other measures to ensure health 
and safety. 
After that weekend, our task force will 
evaluate how it goes, and if all goes well, 
and if we hear that the state of North 
Carolina can move safely into Phase 3, 
we will look to continue a Sunday morn-
ing 9:30 mass with a limited number of 
people in the church, based on social 
distancing requirements, and possibly 
more people outside in the columbarium 
garden. If we decide that we’re able to 
go forward with this, we would begin on 
Sunday, July 12th. Please note that these 
plans could change depending on condi-
tions related to the virus. We will keep 
you informed.
Please also note that the Sunday 9:30 
livestream will continue either way. It 
remains the best way we have to reach 
the most people, and we have heard 
from many who appreciate it, some from 
other states and even other countries. 
We  did receive a generous donation 
from a member of the parish for better 

equipment for livestreaming, and we 
expect that to be installed sometime in 
the fall. Please also note that the bishop 
continues to waive the obligation to 
attend Sunday mass, which means, of 
course, that during this time of pandemic, 
you don’t have to come to mass.

Looking ahead, summer is here, and 
a quick update on the friars and our 
transition: our new pastor Msgr. Michael 
Clay begins here on September 1st, 
and he will have one associate, Fr. Jairo 
(High-row) Maldonado. Fr. Jairo is newly 
ordained, on June 6th here in Raleigh. 
They will both be visiting here soon to 
see the house and tour the parish.
For the friars, after September 1st  
Fr. Jim Sabak will continue to live in 
the house the friars are in now, but 
he will be working full-time (he’s 
now part-time) at  the Diocese of 
Raleigh as Director of Worship. Fr. 
Steve Kluge and I will both be mov-
ing, and we expect to find out where 
we’re going sometime later in the 
summer. We have a team of volun-
teers working on a farewell event for 
the Franciscans, to be held sometime 
in August, and most likely virtual 
unless things change between now 
and then. We will keep you updated 
on that as well.

Happy Father’s Day to all the dads out 
there, including my own father who’s 
been watching his son via livestream on 
Sundays, and who gained much admira-
tion from many here when I talked one 
Sunday about how, at 85 years of age, 
he and his buddy Ed continue to ski ev-
ery winter in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. A clear winter day at Wildcat, 
with good snow conditions, moderate 
temperatures, and blue skies, remains 
one of my images of what heaven must 
look like. Blessings on your week!

May They rest in peace 
and perpetual light shine upon 

Them:

+ Stephen Westby Jr.
Son of Stephen Westby

+ Edward Mozdziak
Father of Paul Mozdziak

+ Susanne Slock
Daughter of Michael & Patricia Slock, 
and sister of Michael

June Envelope Schedule 

June 21 Weekly
June 28 Weekly
June 28 Holy Father/Peter Pence

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/livestream-instructions/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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We continue to Connect

Virtual Café

Join Kathleen Owen and Fr. Steve K
For a little light conversation, hopefully 
a few laughs and maybe some creative 
ideas to get you through the next week.

Communi-tea Mondays at 10:00 am
Quaran-tea-ni Wednesdays at 7:00pm

Register here to receive the link.

Awakening to Racism and Racial 
Justice

With our current moment of social and ra-
cial unrest in our land, we are all trying to 
better understand what is going on and in 
what ways we should be involved. Bring 
your questions, concerns, experiences, 
and emotions to this program hosted by 
the Office of Justice and Peace.
 
We will provide a short presentation 
about the nature of racism in its individual 
and systemic forms in light of Catholic 
Social Teaching and explore what our 
call is as Catholic Christians in this work 
of peace and justice. To sign-up and 
receive a link to participate, go to

 www.bit.ly/SFA-ARRJ2020

Reflecting on the Word
Join in Lectio Divina  followed by small 
group discussion on the upcoming Sun-
day readings! We will be using Zoom 
online conferencing and you will be sent 
a link to join after you register. Attend all 
meetings, or drop in for just one!

THURSDAYS, from 7:30 pm – Register here   
FRIDAYS, from 10:00  am– Register here
*********

Faith and Racial Equity

Join us for an 8-week course that will 
explore the historical context behind 
racial inequities we face today and the 
truth of our history, whether in educa-
tion, the criminal justice system, hous-
ing, jobs, etc. It is a module in a three 
part series on Racism presented by 
JustFaith Ministries. This program will 
begin in late August. 
Please sign up to reserve a spot. 

********

We continue to
Daily Posts

We encourage you to stay connected 
as a virtual community in these days 
at home. Have you found all our online 
opportunities to stay connected?

We continue our
Faith Formation

Faith Formation Registration for 
2020-2021 is now open!
Our Sunday Cross Walk, Cross Train 
and Cross Road programs are group-
based, centered on the Mass, and offer 
fellowship in a fun, safe environment. In 
addition, we hold monthly Family Events 
that will help build upon the teachings 
presented each week and foster oppor-
tunities in which the families can grow 
in faith together. Also, we understand 
that all family schedules and situations 
are different and that some families may 
choose to home school their children/
youth. We do offer this as an option as 

well. Please visit https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/faith-formation-k-12/ to 
register and for additional information 
about our programs for Grades K-12. 
 

We contnue to
Distance Learn
The Franciscan School has finished 
up the school! Although a different ex-
perience with Covid-19, our students still 
received an excellent Catholic education 
from a distance as we provided excellent 
instruction to students for over 2 and ½ 
months to assure they are prepared for 
their academic futures.  The start of the 
new school year in August is planned to 
begin as scheduled, but we await future 
guidance from the NC Governor’s Office 
and the Diocese of Raleigh. To find out 
more about TFS, please contact Principal 
Mike Watson   and to take a virtual 
tour of the school, please click here.

*****
Our St Francis Preschool is now 
closed through the end of the school 
year. However, you can continue to see 
fun and educational preschool activities 
on the preschool Facebook page as 
well as on our preschool website.  We 
are still actively accepted registrations 
and preparing to start the new year.

Inbox Communications
Please make sure you are receiving this 
weekly communication with your current 
email address and by accepting these 
emails from our parish constant contact. 
Please follow this link to verify you will re-
ceive our emails. http://bit.ly/SFAsignup.
 

Our weekly bulletin will continue to be 
available on our bulletin webpage and 
emailed to you directly on Sunday morn-
ings after Mass.
 

Even though the parish offices are closed 
to visitors, you can contact our parish 
staff through email and you can refer-
ence the ’Contact Us’ pages of the parish 
bulletin or look in the “Get Involved” tab 
of our parish website for all ministries 
contacts.
Through virtual communications, our faith 

Continued On p. 9

We are low on Caring Casseroles.

Caring  Casseroles don't have to be 
casseroles. They can also be side 
dishes, soup, stew, chili, grilled 
chicken, or cooked burgers or pizza 
slices. Labels should include all 
ingredients or better yet, include the 
recipe. 
If you make a meal that meets specific 
dietary restrictions (low sodium, gluten 
free, etc.) please mark it that way--it 
helps the volunteers distribute meals 
appropriately. 
Drop off days at Clare Hall are by last 
name: 

Monday--A-F 
Tuesday--G-K 

Wednesday--L-P 
Thursday--Q-U 

Friday--V-Z

https://form.jotform.com/SFa11401z/virtual-cafe
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054dafaa29a3f85-racism
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjJK6d5HSzZcOg8pCIQrZONIqhN4Sokk9ldwLLEN4lS5GY0w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfilioq0eAAiUxRvxDN2xYmXypelFCXptM-Iizn-xsZ3rH0aA/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054dafaa29a3f85-faith
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-k-12/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-formation-k-12/
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
mailto:mike.watson%40franciscanschool.org?subject=TFS%20Info
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fESi1LOrFLE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sfapreschool/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARCTh17vY_uPWdd6EHO3fFD4qVtcogCEd1qmQ3RrKtlYi7NZ-o5FOWIPxsh0Mgga80hakxOa3t_4kVnL
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
http://bit.ly/SFAsignup
mailto:https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/bulletins/?subject=
mailto:https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/staff/?subject=
mailto:https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/staff/?subject=
mailto:https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/staff/?subject=
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Faith Formation Ministries

Please pray for our RCIA candidates as they continue to
 await their full initiation into the Catholic Church.



Justice and Peace Ministries
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St. Francis Continues to Love and Learn
By Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace

As things begin to reopen, many of our 
partners in the community serving the 
most vulnerable are also evolving their 
ways to receive volunteers and dona-
tions. We are continuing to keep the par-
ish webpage updated with opportunities 
for parishioners to serve others during 
this time and make donations. Go to 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-
receive-help/ and find all the latest.

We want to highlight that in a couple 
weeks, St. Francis will be providing 
meals to homeless families who are in 
the program of Family Promise. Normally 
these families would be sleeping on our 
campus and having meals. Currently, 
however, because of COVID-19, they are 
being temporarily housed in an apart-
ment. Thus, our ministry will be providing 
supplies and preparing and delivering 
meals on Mon., 6/29, Wed., 7/1 and 
Fri., 7/3. If you are willing to help with 
this, you can contact our ministry leader 
directly at stfa.fp@gmail.com.

Awakening to Racism and 
Racial Justice: 

Exploring the Complexities 
of Racism in Light of Catholic 

Social Teaching
A Presentation and Discussion 
Hosted by the Office of Justice and 
Peace, St. Francis of Assisi Church

Monday, June 29, 7-8:30pm 
via the virtual technology of Zoom

With our current moment of social 
and racial unrest in our land, we are 
all trying to better understand what 
is going on and in what ways we 
should be involved. Bring your ques-
tions, concerns, experiences, and 
emotions to this program hosted by 
the Office of Justice and Peace. 

We will provide a short presentation 
about the nature of racism in its individu-
al and systemic forms in light of Catholic 
Social Teaching and explore what our 
call is as Catholic Christians in this work 
of peace and justice. To sign-up and 
receive a link to participate, go to www.
bit.ly/SFA-ARRJ2020
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Parish Life Ministries

Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish LifeAshley Watson, Coordinator of Parish Life

Summer Camp at Home: 
Are you looking for activities and ideas 
to keep your children engaged, creative 
and happy during the summer?  We are 
putting together a list of ideas that may 
keep your children entertained and help 
serve others as well.  

As I mentioned in previous bulletins, we 
are all in this together and I want to do 
my best to help support each other as 
we work through all of this. So, send me 
links and fun activities over the summer 
that you and your kids find as fun sum-
mer fillers!  It can be a craft, an activity, 
a new snack or meal recipe you tried or 
a great book or movie to check out! 
Send all ideas to me at Ashley.Wat-
son@stfrancisraleigh.org.  As I receive 
resources, I will share them with you 
all at: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
camp-francis/
Stay safe and stay healthy and let’s 
have a fun summer together!

Things have surely changed in our min-
istries the last few months. Not so much 
what we do, as how we do it. A couple 
of examples: our Visiting Eucharistic 
Ministers used to visit folks each week 
and bring the Eucharist, read scripture 
and share a visit with parishioners. Now, 
they are still calling and checking in on 
the folks they visited, but they aren’t 
bringing Eucharist. Our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry used to gather twice a month 
to share a slice of cake, package hats, 
scarves, shawls and lap robes to share 
with members of our community. Oh, 
and they would knit/crochet a bit and 
trade patterns, too. Now they still knit/
crochet items, but they are ‘visiting’ via 
Zoom, and enjoying that slice of cake in 
the comfort of their homes. They’re still 
dropping of items for us to share with the 
community. 
So I thought it would be a good idea to 
make sure the rest of our parish knows 
that we’re still open for ministry – just 
not in the same ways. So here’s a list of 
activities taking place. If you’re interested, 
please check the back of the bulletin or 
our website for more info!
Stephen Ministry: still accepting new 
care receivers and we have plenty of 
Stephen Ministers. Meetings are virtual 
or at a safe socially distant meeting in the 
Memorial Garden, with masks. 
Feed the Need: our cooks are still whip-
ping up nourishing cooked meals and 
leaving them for families experiencing a 
significant life event. Our Caring Con-
nections Ministry has joined with them to 
even deliver the meals! Caring Casse-
roles cooks are still dropping meals off 
each morning, not on the weekends, to 
help out when we don’t have a Feed the 
Need cook for a family meal. All three 
of these ministries are accepting new 
volunteers and it’s a great way to engage 
the kids/entire family in ministry!
Communi-Tea and Quaran-tea-ni Virtual 
Café – Fr. Kluge and I will see you on 

Monday, June, 22 at 10 am and Wednes-
day, June 24 at 7pm. Visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/  to sign 
up. 
Divorce Care and GriefShare are pre-
paring to offer Zoom gatherings this 
Fall. To sign up, visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/  
or https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
griefshare/
Our Caring Connections Ministry as well 
as our Parish Life Staff are still mak-
ing phone calls to parishioners. We’re 
reaching out to because you’re important 
to us, we want to hear how you’re doing 
these days, and we’re here to offer com-
munity from our homes to yours! So if 
you haven’t gotten a call, you will!  And if 
you have an extra 20 minutes one day a 
week, let me show you how you can be 
the brightest spot in someone’s day!
Other ministries who are gathering via 
Zoom include: LGBTQ+, Always God’s 
Children, Centering Prayer, Men’s 
Ministry, and Rosary. Two of our com-
munity partners are also meeting via 
Zoom: NAMI-Wake County has some 
great mental health education and sup-
port available at  https://nami-wake.org/ 
and Alcoholics Anonymous is meeting at  
http://www.triangleaavirtual.com and The 
local AA Intergroup has a 24 hour hotline 
- 919-783-6144.  Anyone that calls that 
number will get routed to an AA member 
who can talk with them about alcoholism 
and recovery. 
If you’re not feeling connected, please 
get in touch with me at 919-847-8205, 
ext. 241 or kathleen.owen@stfrancisra-
leigh.org. There’s a place for you’re here. 
Let’s find it together!

Keeping Us All Connected
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The Timberwolf Fund

Last week, in this column, we talked 
about how budget priorities reflect-
ed on our mission and how budgets 
are moral documents.  Part of that 
mission is to assure an inclusive and 
diverse educational experience.  To 
help in that effort, we have provided 
over $1.8 million dollars in tuition 
assistance in just the past 5 years 
(2016/17-2020/21 school years) at 
The Franciscan School.  We are 
always looking for ways to provide 
even more opportunities for stu-
dents in financial need, and last year 
we started a new fund to supp ort 
those students who needed assis-
tance; the Timberwolf Fund!  

The Timberwolf  Fund is the place 
where those who support Catholic 
education can donate any amount 
to directly assist a student to receive 
an excellent education at the St. 
Francis of Assisi parish school!  We 
have received donations from many 
different people with many differ-
ent experiences; from older people 
whose children had a great Catho-
lic education experience here and 
elsewhere, to people who don’t have 
children but are supportive of the 
Catholic faith and our dedication 
to instilling that in our students, to 
those with myriad other reasons. 
Since its inception last summer, we 
have had nearly $48,000 in dona-

tions with almost half of those 
funds allocated in just the past year 
for students and families dealing 
with the Coronavirus associated 
business shutdowns.  Looking ahead 
to 2020-21, we have already appor-
tioned a significant amount of the 
remaining funds to assist another 
five students and their families, and 
we have dedicated pledges for two 
full scholarships from a generous 
family at our Parish!

We are a community and a fam-
ily, and we never want any of our 
parents to choose to leave because 
of financial strife.  The Timberwolf 
Fund allows us to offer another 
option to support our school  com-
munity.  If you are supportive of 
Catholic education and would like 
to donate to the Timberwolf Fund, 
please look here.  If you are a fam-
ily seeking an excellent education 
for your Kindergarten through 8th 
grade student, please reach out to 
us!

Happy Father’s Day to all the dads!!

Our  admissions for the 2020-21 
school year are in full swing, and we 
are excited to share all we offer here.  
Please visit our website at www.
franciscanschool.org or contact 
Principal Mike Watson at mike.wat-
son@franciscanschool.org to find 
out more and to get insight into the 
community of excellence we have 
built here over the past two decades.

http://here
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Happy Father’s Day!  

On behalf of St. Francis of Assisi 
Preschool let me extend warm 
wishes to all of the fathers, step-
fathers, grandfathers, uncles, 
and those who are ‘father-like’ 
in our lives!  May our Heavenly 
Father continue  to shine down 
on you and your families!
Since we are not in session 
in June to officially celebrate 
Father’s Day in each class, many 
of our teachers try to do some-
thing special before the school 
year ends.  One such example is 
having some type of celebration 
in March that coincides with the 
feast day of  St. Joseph (3/19).  
Since St. Joseph is the patron 
saint of fathers, this is not only 
fitting, but also provides an-
other opportunity to teach our 
preschoolers about saints and 
their importance in our Catho-
lic lives.  It also gives further 
emphasis to the fact that Jesus 
was like us in so many ways, 
including having a father on 
earth whom He loved.  He had a 
father who took care of, cher-
ished, and guided Him as He 
was growing.   Because of all the 
goodness that St. Joseph shared 
and the love that he had for 

God, he now is a saint whom we re-
member.  While he does not live with 
Jesus and Mary on earth any longer, 
he is with them again in eternal life.  
God, as the heavenly Father to him 
and all of us, continues to take care of 
Joseph and us.  This is just like what 
our fathers or those like fathers to us 
do each day.   
On this Father’s Day weekend, let us 
not only ho nor our fathers in our 
families, but also remind our little 
ones of the love, grace, and all that 
we have which is given to us by God 
the Father.  In addition, let us use this 
weekend as a chance to share some 
insight into how Jesus’ foster father, 
St. Joseph, did the same things as our 
fathers do for us today.  Let us take 
a moment to remind our children 
of all for which we can be thankful, 
especially those things which God has 
entrusted our earthly fathers to share 
with us!
To learn more about becoming part of 
our incredible preschool family and 
the opportunities we provide, please 
visit our website at www.preschoolat-
stfrancis.com or contact Shelley Free-
man at:  shelley.freeman@stfrancisra-
leigh.org.

With Joy,
Heidi Hobler, Director

St. Francis of Assisi Preschool
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Continued From p. 3

You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

SingleSingleAgain 25th Annual VIRTUAL Retreat 

will be Friday, August 14 and Saturday on August 15, 2020.  
The theme will be related to “Discerning God’s will or call at this 
time in your life. 

Register by August 10th using the Eventbrite link:

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/25th-annual-virtual-singlesingle-
again-retreat-tickets-108899639754

Cost f or Retreat: $35.00 (if you cancel your registration, 
you will receive a refund minus the Eventbrite fees.)
For additional information email Celia at ckeator@nc.rr.com

You are invited to a free 
Job Connections Zoom meeting

Job Connections will host a Job Networking call via Zoom 
every Monday at 4:00pm. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV
0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09. Join us and get the help you 
need to make a new start!

SFA – Book Club
Every  6 weeks, our group, with diverse backgrounds and life 
experiences, meets to share our common love of reading.  The 
selections are mostly secular and both fiction and non-fiction. 
Past reads have included World War II heroes, a Seventeenth 
Century artist, people of Appalachia, and a contemporary 
Mexican-American family. If you are interested in joining us 
please contact me and we will send you a Zoom Link the day 
prior to the meeting for you to join us.
Facilitator: Heidi Ross
hross@mindspring.com  
(919) 847-1408

The Career Network Ministry is sponsoring these 
events, all invited, please register;

•Corporate Refugees: Launching a Startup I, Sat, Jun 27 at 9 
am
•	 No event Thu, Jul 2 due to 4th of July weekend
•	 Corporate Refugees: Entrepreneurship Via Business Acqui-
sition, Thu, Jul 9 at 8:30 am
Linkedin Address:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/altondelane/

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://www.linkedin.com/in/altondelane/ 
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You are invited to a free 
Job Connections Zoom meeting

Job Connections will host a Job Net-
working call via Zoom 

every Monday at 4:00pm. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099
189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9
zYnF6M2tZZz09. Join us and get the 
help you need to make a new start!

This Week and Next

SFA – Book Club
Every  6 weeks, our group, with diverse 
backgrounds and life experiences, 
meets to share our common love of 
reading.  The selections are mostly 
secular and both fiction and non-fiction. 
Past reads have included World War II 
heroes, a Seventeenth Century artist, 
people of Appalachia, and a contem-
porary Mexican-American family. If 
you are interested in joining us please 
contact me and we will send you a 
Zoom Link the day prior to the meeting 
for you to join us.
Facilitator: Heidi Ross
hross@mindspring.com  
(919) 847-1408

The Career Network Ministry is spon-
soring these events, all invited, please 
register;

•	 Getting  to Know Yourself So You 
Can "Sell" Yourself, Thu, Jun 18 at 
8:30 am
•	 Corporate Refugees: Launching a 
Startup I, Sat, Jun 27 at 9 am
•	 No event Thu, Jul 2 due to 4th of July 
weekend
•	 Corporate Refugees: Entrepreneur-
ship Via Business Acquisition, Thu, Jul 
9 at 8:30 am
Linkedin Address:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/al-
tondelane/

We are low on Caring Casseroles. 
Please consider dropping off ac-
cording to the schedule below. 

Caring Casseroles don't have to 
be casseroles. They can also be 
side dishes, soup, stew, chili, grilled 
chicken, or cooked burgers or pizza 
slices. Labels should include all 
ingredients or better yet, include the 
recipe. 

If you make a meal  that meets 
specific dietary restrictions (low 
sodium, gluten free, etc.) please 
mark it that way--it helps the 
volunteers distribute meals ap-
propriately. 

Though we appreciate everything 
our cooks do, we DO NOT NEED 
ANY PASTA dishes at this time. 

Drop off days at Clare Hall are by 
last name: 

Monday--A-F 
Tuesday--G-K 
Wednesday--L-P 
Thursday--Q-U 
Friday--V-Z

Thank you for your wonderful 
response to the blood drive! We 
had 109 participants and collected 
93 units of blood which helped 279 
people in our area. 

 Volunteer Opportunities:
To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help 
members of our parish:

FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d  like to learn how to use 
FaceTime or Zoom or be connected 
to watch our daily and Sunday 
programs, or if you’d like to teach 
someone over the phone, please visit 
our https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/

Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards 
to/from fellow parishioners and es-
tablish a connection with other folks 
who are sheltering in place, or if you 
have kids who would love to send 
their artwork to brighten  someone’s 
day or if you’d like to receive some 
artwork, visit https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help 
deliver groceries to those in need, please 
visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/

Making a Call
The Parish Life staff is calling parish-
ioners to make sure they are safe and 
aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t 
gotten your call, stay tuned. If you need 
help or want to offer help, check out our 
link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/

We will match up needs with offers of 
help. Currently, it seems most folks are 
handling the daily changes well, but that 
may change over the coming weeks. 
Please reach out if you need to talk, need 
some help or just want to hear a cheerful 
voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our 
parishioners.
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the 
Community Center would like to thank 
you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity.  At this time all other volunteer op-
portunities are suspended until it is safe 
for us to come together again.  Please 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82682099189?pwd=K2RXbUpDV0RySEZuRy9zYnF6M2tZZz09
https://www.linkedin.com/in/altondelane/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/altondelane/ 
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community is keeping us connected as 
Catholics filled with hope and grace.
 

At the end of each week, you will receive 
this email: Weekly Franciscan Flash 
newsletter from the parish. 
 

We hope you will stay connected through 
liturgy, prayer and formation, caring and 
serving with our community, ministries 
and schools. This correspondence will 
enable the growth of our faith together as 
The Catholic Community of St Francis of 
Assisi.
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always  God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly sup-
port group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. To 
receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at chuck.
smallsfa@gmail.com. Next online meeting is Sunday, August 2 nd.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of 
Assisi Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 
937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions will resume Tuesday 
September 1, 7:00 – 9:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Marlys Varga at marlysvarga@hotmail.com. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Lee Cunningham - emcunningham3@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, 
St. Mary of the Angels Chapel. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
All In-Person Masses, meetings, gatherings, and events are 
cancelled until further notice. This includes daily and weekend 
Masses as well as confessions. Please contact ministry leader 
for virtual or online opportunities.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our 
parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow 
parishioners and establish a connection with other 
folks who are sheltering in place, or if you have kids 
who would love to send their artwork to brighten 
someone’s day or if you’d like to receive some artwork, 
visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make 
sure they are safe and aware of several ministry op-
portunities during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t 
gotten your call, stay tuned. If you need help or want 
to offer help, check out our link at https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community 
Center would like to thank you for serving the St. 
Francis Community. At this time all other volunteer 
opportunities are suspended until it is safe for us to 
come together again. Please check your weekly bulle-
tin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/

http://there.Al
http://there.Al
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
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mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
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mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:dejanutes@yahoo.com
https://www.divorcecare.org/about
mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/
mailto:emcunningham3@gmail.com
mailto:annafowler@nc.rr.com
mailto:ccarlson210@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
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https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/ 


Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Franciscan Friars
Pastor 	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Assistant to the Pastor		  847-8205x249
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Steve Kluge, O.F.M.	 847-8205x226
Associate Pastor	 Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x261
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Fr. Steve Patti, O.F.M. 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Diana  Chapman	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Michele Northington	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Admissions and Marketing	 Jennifer Stephens	 847-8205x377
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Dir of Strategic Planning 	 Tricia Henry	 847-8205x375 
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Marlys Varga             marlysvarga@hotmail.com	
	

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

14

mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
mailto:rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
mailto:jepetzka@gmail.com
mailto:troy.chaput@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
mailto:ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
mailto:lpiraino7@gmail.com
mailto:bcartier7@gmail.com
mailto:jbalogh@nc.rr.com
mailto:thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
mailto:aggiedalton@gmail.com
mailto:ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
mailto:carie.gunnells@gmail.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
mailto:whitehouseben5@gmail.com
mailto:firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org


Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Mike Hutchinson membership@pack352.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bob Weisenberger 	 919-723-7424
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Lee Cunningham	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Retreats and Camps	Jennifer McCourt	 847-8205x269
Faith Formation Registration & EventsPatti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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