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The Acension of the Lord / Seventh Sunday of EasterMay 29  2022

Inspired by our patron,
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
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We want to 
say.

Thank You!
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Fr. Michael

Weekly Envelope Schedule 
May 29	 Weekly 

For a complete list of SFA contacts 
Group Opportunities, 

Volunteer Opportunities 
and Ministries, click here.

Prayer Request for Fr. David McBriar
Fr. David recently underwent surgery and is now in rehab. Please remember 
him in your prayers. You may email him at:  david.mcbriar@gmail.com or send 
him greetings/best wishes at: 180 Sargent Ave., Beacon, NY 12508

Daily Mass at 9am on  
Mondays, Tuesdays,  

Thursdays, and Fridays is held 
in the Chapel.

FR. JAIRO FAREWELL: On June 28, Fr. Jairo will 
begin the next chapter of his ministerial life as the ad-
ministrator of St. Anne Catholic Church in Edenton, NC 
and its mission, All Souls, in Columbia, NC. This is an 
interim step for a first-time pastor. Presuming all goes 
well, Fr. Jairo will be named the pastor of these commu-

nities in 2023. They are actually in two different counties with parishioners 
also coming to them from three additional counties. Edenton is one of our 
oldest towns in NC, established in 1712, and was the second capital of the 
colony of North Carolina (the first being in present-day Charleston SC when 
the two provinces of North and South Carolina were actually one entity). 
The area is also one of the least Catholic in the diocese.
We will host a farewell reception for Fr. Jairo on Sunday, June 12, between 
10:00am-11:30am in Fellowship Hall. This will provide you with an oppor-
tunity to thank him personally for all he has done in serving our community 
over the past two years. You are welcome to offer a card and gift at the 
reception or anytime before he departs as a way to say ‘thank you’ for his 
ministry among us. If you are writing a check, please make it payable to Fr. 
Jairo Maldonado, not to St. Francis of Assisi. As diocesan priests, we are 
responsible for some expenses associated with a move and I know he will 
appreciate your help.
FR. ALEX ARRIVAL:  Bishop Zarama is not leaving us orphaned. Fr. Alex 
Gonzalez will arrive on June 28 to become our new parochial vicar. Fr. Alex 
is a native of Tuluá, Colombia and was ordained for our diocese in 2002. 
During his 20 years as a priest, he has served as chaplain and campus 
minister at NC State and as pastor of St. Joseph in Burgaw/Transfiguration 
in Wallace and St. Mary in Goldsboro. You will get to know more about Fr. 
Alex when he arrives.
MEMORIAL DAY MASS:  On Monday, May 30, we will celebrate our 9am 
Mass in the church. It will be followed by a brief tribute to our veterans in 
our Memorial Garden, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. The campus 
will be closed for the holiday but I hope many of you will come to honor 
those who have served our nation in the military, especially those who have 
paid the ultimate price through the sacrifice of their lives to preserve our 
nation and its place as a voice for freedom and democracy in our world. 

Through Marriage 
May their lives 
always bear witness 
to Christ’s Love

Kelly Brown    
Daughter of Michael and Kimberly 
Brown 

Seth Hubbard
Son of Alan and Robin Hubbard 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
mailto:david.mcbriar@gmail.com 
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My Brothers and Sisters, 
  
While we have been given the gift of life by our Creator and the teachings of the Church that 
each life is sacred, we are every day reminded that we live in a world in which life is taken for 
granted or even disregarded. 
  
When violence affects the “stranger” or the “invisible” it makes it easier for us to ignore it or 
think it does not exist. In many ways we are distanced from this culture of death. Sometimes, 
however, we see firsthand, most notably when young school children are senselessly murdered, 
that we are living in a culture that has become an offense to God and to one another in this way.  
  
We have also learned that these challenges do not improve when we face them in isolation. 
While many of us have recently welcomed a return to being surrounded by a loving 
community, so many others may never have the experience to be cared for, welcomed, or loved 
by a family or neighbor. 
  
Each one of us has a responsibility to address these evils and to support one another in 
overcoming them. We are called to be instruments of healing and ambassadors of reconciliation 
to one another. True healing comes from the one who created us; we cannot truly heal 
ourselves. In the midst of crisis, when we ask, “Why?” or “Where to?” we must look to Christ 
and where he leads us.  
 
There are many steps that can be taken to address violence, mental health issues and divisions 
among us which prevent us from bettering our culture. The path forward is one of love. When 
we treat the “other” as our neighbor we will help them find hope and acceptance. Together we 
will find hope in this way, by loving one another as God has loved us.  
  
Please join me in praying for the dead and for their grieving families, and for those who are 
lonely, angry, isolated and lost.  
            

 In Christ, 

 

      † Luis Rafael Zarama, J.C.L       
                                Bishop of Raleigh 
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One of the spiritual works of mercy 
is to pray for the living and the 
dead. Requesting a Mass is a most 
wonderful way to exercise this spir-
itual work of mercy. Our register for 
Mass intentions is open. You may 
make your request(s) by going to 
our website (https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/) 
or by calling the parish office at 
919-847-8205 during normal 
business hours M-F. 

Prayer Requests for May 28 to June 5

Mass Intentions Prayers of the Faithful
Saturday May 28, 2022

Saturday, 5:30
+Eileen Dahman

Requested by Roy and Marianne Norris

Sunday May 29, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+Daniel Kennedy Jr.
Requested by The Fleischmann Family

Sunday, 9:00
Maureen and Shailesh Maingi

Requested by by Maureen Maingi
35th Wedding Anniversary

Sunday, 11:45AM
+Patrick Joseph Cawley

Requested by Patricia O’Sullivan

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday May 30, 9AM
+Richard Stucklen

Requested by Barbara Ligay

Tuesday May 31, 9AM
+George Clay

Requested by Msgr. Clay

Wednesday June 1, 9AM
+Thomas Byrne Decker

Requested by Ellen Murray

Thursday June 2, 9AM
(ill) Ronald Coulson

Requested by Patricia Coulson

Friday June 3, 9AM
+Brian McFadden

Requested by Madeline and John Budway

Saturday June 4, 2022
Saturday, 5:30

+Vincent A Risalvato Sr.
Requested by The Fiduccia Family

Sunday June 5, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+John Potanovic 
Requested by Karen Gentile

Sunday, 9:00
(ill) Marvin Goubeaux and +Barbara Goubeaux

Requested by Melissa Turner

Sunday, 11:45AM
+Robert Chandler Goodell

Requested by Jenn Fiduccia

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

(ill) Daniel Maldonado
Requested by Msgr. Clay

Health & Wellness

(ill) Clarence Dordulaw
Requested by Veneriches Dordulaw

Health & Wellness

(ill) Fr. David McBriar, OFM
Requested by Msgr. Clay

Health & Wellness

+Kevin Quilligan Patrick Rooney
Requested by The Dolby Family

Remembrance

+Anthony Joseph Lyons
Requested by Maureen Reardon

Remembrance

+Robert Hughes
Brother of Margaret Mary Brogan

Remembrance

+Agnes McCaffrey
Mother of Aileen Smalling

Remembrance

+Alvin Baigis
Brother of Theresa Rakshys

Remembrance

Mass Intentions

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
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Looking for Summer Opportunities?  
St Francis of Assisi has many activ-
ities for all age groups this summer. 
Look for the opportunity that meets 
your needs. 
We offer a variety of summer camps 
with lots of different offerings in Camp 
Francis, faith based camps like Vaca-
tion Bible School and Mercy Camps, 
preschool aged camps in Summer 
Adventures, and drama camp with 
Justice Theater Project. 

Continuing faith formation is a year 
around goal and St Francis gives 
those opportunities to the youth in our 
Vacation Bible School, Mercy Camps, 
and St. Francis Inn Trip. 
The Assisi Community Center Gym 
uses this season as a great time for 
a summer athletic league. Our youth 
volleyball league is open to all youth 
rising 3rd -9th grade and teams will 
play this year in July and August. 
The Franciscan School and the St 
Francis of Assisi Preschool are both 
open in the summer for tours, informa-
tion, and registration. Please schedule 
time to check them out. 

Remembrance at Memorial Day Mass
After 9am Mass on Memorial Day, a ceremony honor-
ing some Veterans who have not previously received 
military honors will take place in the Memorial Garden. 
We look forward to remembering our deceased veterans 
on Memorial Day. Please join us. If you are interested 
in programs such as this one and/or want to find out 
more information about joining the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact our Grand Knight, Steve Becker, at 
gk@kofc9709.org.  

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/summer/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
http://preschoolstfra.wpengine.com/summercamp/
http://preschoolstfra.wpengine.com/summercamp/
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
mailto:gk@kofc9709.org
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Celebrating
Fr. Jairo

Fr. Jairo will be 
leaving St. Francis of 
Assisi on June28th 
and heading toward 
the coast.  
Please join us on 

Sunday, June 12th  

at 10am in  

Fellowship Hall.

June 12th at 10am in Fellowship Hall 
Sign up to bring your favorite treat.  

Sign up Here!

Fr. Jairo will be leaving St. Francis of Assisi on June 28th 
and heading toward the coast.  
Please join us on Sunday, June 12th at 10am in Fellowship 
Hall. Sign up to bring your favorite treat to share with the 
SFA community on this day. Sign up here with sign up 
Genius! 
Please write a little note in a book available on the table in 
the gathering space after all masses starting this weekend. 
At the June 12th event you will have an opportunity to 
contribute a monetary gift to Fr. Jairo. Please make checks 
payable to Jairo Maldonado-Pacheco.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eabaa2ea6fdc70-goodbye
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eabaa2ea6fdc70-goodbye
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4eabaa2ea6fdc70-goodbye
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Francis Fest
FrancisFest Volunteers needed now. The 
event planning team is forming now to plan 
our annual parish wide celebration of our 
patron saint, St Francis of Assisi. This Event 
will take place October 2nd. Our whole 
parish community joins for an afternoon of 
Holiness, Hope, and Hospitality! Contact 
ashley.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org if you 
are interested or want to learn more about 
this opportunity visit www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/francisfest. 

Eucharistic Ministers Needed! 
Springmoor Retirement Community is in need of Eucharistic 
Ministers to help serve our members of that community. The 
commitment for volunteers is once a month. For more informa-
tion please contact Janice Horner at jhorner52@yahoo.com or 
484-949-1417, or beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Seeking Staff and Volunteers for 
Faith Formation Ministry for 1-4 

Year Olds
Interested in helping the young chil-
dren of our Parish learn about God in a 
fun-filled, loving and educational envi-
ronment? St. Francis is currently hiring 
part-time staff and seeking volunteers 
in preparation for the 2022-2023 school 
year to help with the Play N’ Pray 
preschool faith formation program. Held 
during the 9:00 AM Sunday Mass, our 
program is geared towards children 
who are one-year-old (and walking) to 
four years of age. We spend each week 
playing and having fun with the kiddos 
while teaching them faith-based lessons 
centered around the weekly Gospel read-
ings. It is truly a special hour of Playing 
and Praying.  Contact Andrea.Javier@
stfrancisraleigh.org.

Vacation Bible School is still in need of some adult helping hands! Half day/mornings: 
Monday, June 20-Friday June 24! No activity planning or prepping ahead of time, just 
show up and help your kiddos have an awesome time at VBS! Parents...Grandpar-
ents...Godparents! Come see these beautiful smiling faces! Level C Required!  
Email Marisa.Ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org.  

Vacation Bible School 

Looking for a way to share your gifts with others?

2022

Fra
ncisFest

mailto:ashley.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/francisfest
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/francisfest
mailto:jhorner52@yahoo.com
mailto:beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Marisa.Ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org


Parish Life MinistriesWays to share your gifts
 continued

Prison Pen Pal Ministy Volunteers Needed

St. Francis Parish has an active Prison Pen 
Pal Ministry. Currently we have about sixty-five 
parishioners writing to men on NC’s death row, 
but we need more. Would you be interested?  
These men are isolated and many times the 
letter from his pen pal is one of few links he 
has with the outside world. You are not alone 
in this journey. There is a leadership team for 
the ministry to provide you with information 
and encouragement. We offer an orientation 
for new pen pals, and we also hold meetings 
when members get together to share ideas, 
listen to guest speakers, and socialize. For 
more information, contact us at sfapenpal@
gmail.com 

Ministry to Migrant Farm Workers Returns!
Every Sunday from June – September

Volunteers Needed
No experience necessary
Questions and to sign up:

www.bit.ly/SFA-MMSummer2022 

Migrant Ministry Volunteers Needed
Our Ministry Season Begins Next Weekend!  

9

mailto:sfapenpal@gmail.com
mailto:sfapenpal@gmail.com
http://www.bit.ly/SFA-MMSummer2022  
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal

Overcoming Hurdles And Thriving: TFS Class Of 2022 

As The Franciscan School’s class of 
2022 was finishing their first year of mid-
dle school, everything changed. Schools 
closed their doors, families were locked 
down, and life went virtual. As this same 
class started their second year of middle 
school, they juggled a hybrid of virtual 
school and in-person, all while wearing 
masks and enduring canceled athletic 
seasons and after-school activities. Their 
final year at TFS saw more normal activ-
ities resume, but many things were still 
different, like starting school with masks, 
reduced field trips, and continuing in 
cohorts. 
But through it all, the class of 2022 has 
been resilient, positive, and grown in the 
face of adversity. They will get to expe-
rience the full traditional celebration of 
8th graders, and it comes well deserved. 
“The past two years, these special 
events have been scaled back because 
of COVID-19, and we are thrilled that this 
amazing class gets to participate in it all,” 
says Principal Mike Watson. 
We polled the 8th graders to learn a little 
about what’s been the most challenging 
part of their last year. We heard answers 
like homework, the advanced curriculum, 

time management, working in cohorts, 
navigating workloads, and some of the 
lingering changes from COVID-19. But 
instead of focusing on the things they’ve 
missed out on, the 8th graders have 
reminisced on their best moments during 
their time at TFS. Many have said it’s 
the Blue Jay Point field trip in 5th grade, 
field day, and visiting Washington, D.C., 
which they finally got to participate in 
this spring. TFS 8th grader Madison 
Blaes shared, “I love the teacher-student 
relationship with all the teachers, and 
the way that the grade has a bond and 
relationship together.”  
For the 8th graders, the school takes 
special care to equip these students with 
responsibilities and opportunities. They 
are prayer buddies with the kindergart-
eners, guiding them throughout the year. 
“We trust them and believe in all they 
have learned here about being kind and 
caring,” says Watson. “We certainly are 
confident in entrusting them with our 
kindergarteners. They do a great job with 
kindergarten at Mass and in setting the 
example of a TFS student- it’s why we 
do it.” 

In the fall, these 83 graduating students 
will begin their next adventure: high 
school. About 65-70% of them will attend 
Cardinal Gibbons High School, 25% will 
attend Leesville Road High School, and 
the rest will attend other nearby high 
schools. Watson shares, “It's a bitter-
sweet time, but we are happy in knowing 
this class is ready to embrace their 
futures.”  
As the students say goodbye to each oth-
er and the school, they’ll remember what 
they loved most about the school many 
have attended for the last nine years: 
morning prayer, friendships, after-school 
programs, the wonderful teachers, field 
trips, and the close community that has 
made TFS what it is today. As 8th grader 
Peter Hoffman shared, “I will miss how 
we gather at morning prayer and say 
prayers together as a school to start the 
day. I have always found that time to be 
very peaceful and a wonderful opportuni-
ty to pray and relax before 1st period.”  
Farewell, graduates. Thank you for your 
leadership, your endurance, and your 
friendship. May God guide you and bless 
you in your next days as you go out and 
change the world. 
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Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries

What does prayer have to do with God, 
Jesus, and a slide? You are probably 
thinking- not much!  That was my initial 
reaction too when I was speaking with 
one of our 4-year old preschool teachers. 
I’m certain that I looked extremely puz-
zled when she first began the conversa-
tion!   
As it turns out, my teacher went on to 
share with me that, recently, in her class 
they were discussing ways to pray. Her 
class had been reading a book about 
the Blessed Mother. In Just Like Mary, 
the students were reviewing the words 
from the Hail Mary because they had 
added it to their daily prayer repertoire. 
When they read the meaning behind, 
“pray for us sinners”, the book reminded 
them that when we pray, Jesus listens. 
He also listens when other people pray 
for us. When we pray to His Mother, He 
listens as well. By praying to Mary, the 
book also reminded the students that 
they will become closer to Jesus. The 

teacher continued the discussion about 
how Jesus and God, His Father, want to 
be close to us throughout our lives. They 
want to be with all people through the 
good and the bad times. As the chil-
dren pondered this, one of the students 
offered the idea of prayer, Jesus, God 
and a slide. When his teacher asked 
him what he meant, he explained it this 
way: the more we pray, the further down 
the slide God and Jesus move until they 
eventually meet the one who is praying at 
the bottom! Needless to say, his teacher 
was very surprised at how well he related 
what is familiar in the life of most 4-year 
olds to what can be difficult for many 
to believe, including even some adults!  
When I heard the story, I was rendered 
speechless for several minutes (not a 
feat easily accomplished!).  
All afternoon, I thought about what the 
teacher shared. It resonated with me 
what a beautiful, if not unusual, way 
this was for this student to demonstrate 

his understanding. I also couldn’t stop 
thinking that this simple explanation 
from a 4-year old about the power and 
importance of prayer in our lives wasn’t 
somehow influenced by the Holy Spirit.  I 
can’t help but think that the Spirit helped 
our student remind us, in a very con-
crete and relatable way, how we could 
strengthen our relationship with God 
through prayer. When the teacher was 
describing what the child said, I could 
very easily envision myself at the bottom 
of the slide and God/Jesus standing at 
the top, just waiting to come to me. Sim-
ple yet dynamically compelling!   
In past bulletin articles, I have highlighted 
other ways in which our students have 
provided me with an insightful faith per-
spective. I share it with you in the hopes 
that it will provide a similar benefit to you!   
To schedule a tour to visit our preschool, 
please visit our website at: preschoolatst-
francis.com or contact Shelley Freeman 
at: shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org 

Prayer, God, Jesus, and a Slide

mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org


12

We want to 
say.

Thank You!

Prayer for Direction to My Good Works

Creator God, Your Word tells me that I 

am Your workmanship created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which You prepared 

beforehand so that I would walk in them. 

You have called me to serve You, and 

I stand ready and willing to volunteer 

wherever You desire. Please direct my heart 

to the areas of service where You can best 

utilize me as Your instrument of blessing 

to others. Prepare my heart to be tender to 

the prompting of the Holy Spirit so I can be 

used to speak to those in need. Thank you, 

Lord, for allowing me to labor in Your 

vineyard. Amen.

https://connectusfund.org/

For your stead fast dedication as a volunteer to our 
wonderful community of St. Francis of Assisi, we 
are grateful. Our parish could not function without 
the hard work of so many volunteers. Across 100+ 
ministries, you are the body of Christ for a multi-
tude of brothers and sisters within and outside the 
boundaries of our parish.
Words cannot fully express the gratitude and the 
impact your volunteer efforts make. Nonetheless, 
we feel it is necessary to express a communal 
Thank You and hope that you can spend a few 
minutes with us on June 5 in Clare Fellowship Hall 
as we acknowledge your efforts. 
Our parish is truly blessed to have your as part of 
our faith community and with your continued help, 
we can build on 40 years of an amazing journey 
with the many faces of Christ among us.
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Throughout this pandemic, we have 
faced isolation, turmoil and unrest, 
and a growing number of Americans 
experienced mental health symptoms. 
Mental illness affects 50 million people 
in the US, and one in four people will be 
affected by a mental health problem at 
some point in their lives. Yet the stigma 
surrounding mental illness silences many 
and prevents faith communities from re-
sponding compassionately and effective-
ly. Many go untreated and without access 
to mental health professionals and a 
community of support. We, rightly, turn to 
Christ with our challenges, sorrows, and 
grief, and yet, as we travel on our journey 
of life, there are times when having com-
panionship and professional assistance 
are life-saving.  
During this Mental Health Month, we take 
this opportunity to point to a variety of 
resources available for those in a mental 
health crisis situation.  
•	 Crisis Resources: WakeBrook 

Crisis and Assessment https://
www.uncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/
care-treatment/mental-health/
unc-hospitals-at-wakebrook/ and 
Mobile Crisis 1-877-626-1772 https://
www.mytahome.com/mobile-crisis 

•	 Hope4NC Helpline - 1-855-587-3463 
- Connects North Carolinians to 
additional mental health and resil-
ience supports that help them cope 
and build resilience during times of 
crisis, 24/7.  

By Trevor Thompson, Director of Office and Justice and Peace, and Beth Gaudette, Director of Parish Life 

•	 Hopeline: call or text (919-231-4525   
or 877-235-4525) - Mental Health 
crisis and suicide hotline  

•	 Alliance Health - (800-510-9132) - 24 
hour access and information cen-
ter—health professional will help you 
get the right kind of help  

•	 NAMI offer support groups for 
individuals with mental illness https://
www.nami.org/Support-Education/
Support-Groups/NAMI-Connection  

•	 and family members https://www.
nami.org/Support-Education/
Support-Groups/NAMI-Family-Sup-
port-Group 

•	 SAMHSA Crisis Line 1-800-662- 
HELP Referral and information ser-
vice for substance abuse disorders. 
Both English and Spanish. Free and 
confidential, open 24/7 

•	 Alcoholics Anonymous help line 24/7 
Wake County - (919-783-6144); we 
also have an AA and Al-Anon group 
that meet on campus. Contact Beth 
Gaudette, beth.gaudette@stfran-
cisraleigh.org for more information 
about these meetings. 

•	 Narcotics Anonymous Crisis Hotline 
- (877-469-4783)  

•	 See wake.nc.networkofcare.org 
and click on services for a compre-
hensive list of all kinds of services 
available from public, nonprofit or 
private providers in Wake County.  

Beyond an immediate crisis, we en-
courage individuals to seek out mental 
health professionals (such as therapists, 
social workers, psychologists, and/or 
psychiatrists.). We believe that medicine 
and therapy can be important avenues 
for God’s grace and healing. We also 
invite individuals to use our own Stephen 
Ministry (https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/stephen-ministry), a confidential 
one-on-one spiritual care to those who 
seek prayerful, emotional support to 
deal with stress, grief, life transitions 
or other concerns. Stephen Ministers 
offer free-of-charge empathetic listen-
ing, unconditional positive regard, and 
other resources and referrals as need-
ed. Prayerful accompaniment from the 
church community complements medical 
treatment. We also point individuals and 
families to the important work of NAMI 
Wake County, an organization dedicated 
to providing public education workshops 
on mental illness, webinars on specific 
issues, and support groups for individu-
als experiencing mental health condition 
and their families. You can learn more 
about these programs: https://naminc.
org/programs.  
As staff persons here at St. Francis, both 
of us also have training and background 
in mental health clinical work. We are 
happy to help you and your families find 
resources that meet your needs. You can 
contact us at beth.gaudette@stfrancisra-
leigh.org and trevor.thompson@stfran-
cisraleigh.org.  

https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/care-treatment/mental-health/unc-hospitals-at-wakebrook/
https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/care-treatment/mental-health/unc-hospitals-at-wakebrook/
https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/care-treatment/mental-health/unc-hospitals-at-wakebrook/
https://www.uncmedicalcenter.org/uncmc/care-treatment/mental-health/unc-hospitals-at-wakebrook/
https://www.mytahome.com/mobile-crisis
https://www.mytahome.com/mobile-crisis
https://www.hopeline-nc.org/
https://www.alliancehealthplan.org/
https://www.nami.org/Support-Education/Support-Groups/NAMI-Connection
https://www.nami.org/Support-Education/Support-Groups/NAMI-Connection
https://www.nami.org/Support-Education/Support-Groups/NAMI-Connection
https://www.nami.org/Support-Education/Support-Groups/NAMI-Family-Support-Group
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Discerning our Future 
By Trevor Thompson and Tim Fasano, Office of Justice and Peace 

Our Church is alive and the Holy Spirit is moving! This was clearly evident on May 
21st when over 60 of our parishioners gathered to engage with one of the most foun-
dational teachings of Pope Francis’ pontificate, Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common 
Home. This was in response to a recent call from the Pope and the Church to engage 
the crises of our world, especially the degradation of our planet and the plight of the 
poor, through the lens of our faith. They are inviting dioceses, parishes, and individu-
als to develop concrete plans for responding to the crisis of climate change. The May 
21st event marks a significant moment in our own Franciscan community of enthusi-
astically taking up this call. 

The morning began with a keynote by guest speaker, Msgr. Kevin Irwin. Msgr. Irwin, 
an expert on Laudato Si, emphasized the interconnectedness of creation and our 
faith, particularly regarding the Eucharist, the heart of our worship, which itself comes 
from grain and grapes of the earth. Spurred by Msgr.’s wisdom, we transitioned into 
the second part of our morning, when the creative juices began flowing. 

Continue on next page



Participants divided into groups and 
spread out across Fellowship Hall. Each 
group was sent to one of seven stations 
corresponding with the seven goals 
presented by the Church to guide our 
planning: Response to the cry of the earth, 
response to the cry of the poor, ecolog-
ical economics, adoption of sustainable 
lifestyles, ecological education, ecological 
spiritualty, and community resilience and 
empowerment. Then, the groups were giv-
en this task: How can we address this goal 
in our personal life, professional life, as a 
parish community, and through ministry? 
From there little encouragement was need-
ed as the groups dove into discussion; 
colors flew as papers were marked with 
ideas. It seemed as if this moment had 
been awaited for some time as the gifts 
and perspectives of each participant shone 
through on those papers. Over the course 
of thirty minutes these representatives of 
our wider community provided great effort 
in helping creatively respond to the issues 
identified. Finally, we transitioned into a 
brief time of sharing when each group 
offered a highlight from their discussions. 
And in this moment came great joy, as 
the beginnings of a significant work in our 
Church revealed itself through the delight 
and excitement seen on the faces of those 
who departed. 
May 21st marked a beginning. Those 
parishioners who came together helped 
to start a process that we hope you will 
aid in continuing. That is why we invite 
you to join in this work of discernment 
towards action by filling out the survey you 
received via email, or found here. In it we 
request your input to help us understand 
more clearly where the Spirit is leading our 
parish. Finally, if you would like to see a full 
summary of the raw data of our discern-
ment, please follow this link. 

Continued from previous page
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
You can give online through:

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Camp Francis Explorers Counselors in Training 
Our Counselor In Training Program is designed for mature 
and enthusiastic teens who are interested in developing 
leadership skills and working with children. C.I.T.s are 
expected to willingly and fully participate in camp programs 
while working with other C.I.T.s and Camp Staff. They are 
to look at themselves as role models for the campers they 
will be working with.  Applicants that are ages 14-16 (by 
August 31, 2022) that are interested in volunteering for 
at least 2 weeks of the Camp Francis Explorers program 
should contact Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org for 
more information and the application. 
 

High School Basketball Season...It's A Wrap! 
We just wrapped up our 26th Season of High School 
Basketball at St. Francis. This league would not be possible 
without the volunteers that help support it. Much apprecia-
tion goes out to our volunteer coaches who help lead their 
teams to working together as one, but also helping us main-
tain the spirit of loyalty to Catholic ideals. One of the most 
important volunteer roles in these leagues is very often 
left unnoticed or unrecognized by many because they are 
unaware of all the logistics handled by the Volunteer Min-
istry Leader. All of our Parish leagues are run with the help 
of a Volunteer Ministry Leader, Tim Burns. Tim has been 
running the High School League for 20 of the 26 years the 
league has existed. Tim worked directly with our Commu-
nity Life team to coordinate the High School League of 50+ 
players in our league that play on a total of 6 teams this 
season. Not only does he help balance and recruit coaches 
to make sure all of the teams have one if not 2 coaches, but 
he also oversees the logistics of trying to make sure kids 
are placed on a team with a practice night they can attend. 
Tim can be found in the gym on Saturdays and Sundays 
from late winter to early spring during League play ensuring 
all things are running smoothly. I will tell you Tim doesn’t 
do this for the recognition, but for his love of the game and 
helping others develop the same love for the game as he 
does. It’s volunteers like Tim Burns that help us not only 
build these player’s passion for sports, but also teach them 
teamwork and sportsmanship at the same time. Thank you 
to all the volunteers, refs, players, parents, and fans of St. 
Francis High School Basketball 2022. Congrats to the 2022 
Highschool Championship Team the Pelicans, coached by 
CJ Browning, Clayton Roberts, and Erin  Hines. 

Laudato Si’

MORE suggestions for what YOU can do at
: stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation

To connect with us: stfccreation@gmail.com

“I ask you in the name of God, to defend Mother Earth”
                                                                                                                                  Pope Francis

What are YOU going to do? To get a baseline for your 
current lifestyle go to: nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-
help/carbon-footprint-calculator/
THEN start working on YOUR 7-year plan!
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
By Sharon Winzeler

A 50-year-old mother of two teenage chil-
dren was unemployed until recently. The 
family lives in public housing, and their 
electricity was in danger of being turned 
off due to unpaid bills. An emergency 
vote by the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
approved payment so that disconnection 
was averted.
In the process of paying the overdue 
bill, the visitor found out that the woman 
rides the bus to and from work, returning 
home at 11 p.m., which is worrisome. 
The neighbor has a working car that is 
drivable but needs an inspection and 
possibly some repairs. The SVdP voted 
to fund the inspection and repairs up to 
a limit so that she would not have to ride 
the bus late at night.
Not only does SVdP at St. Francis 
of Assisi help local neighbors, but its 
members also help other parishes start 
their own conferences. Members recently 
introduced parishioners at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Pinehurst to the 
program and 35 volunteers signed up. 
In addition, Immaculate Conception in 
Durham is ready to start a conference 
after consultation with St. Francis’s 
volunteers.
The St. Vincent DePaul Society at St. 
Francis of Assisi is a well-trained team 
of compassionate volunteers, and they 
could use assistance as a intake special-
ist or visitor.
How does SVdP operate? Neighbors 
seeking help are encouraged to call in on 
the help line at 919-534-4842. A caller 
intake specialist retrieves the information 
from the helpline and fill out the initial 
report.

Next, visitors, who have mostly been 
working by phone during Covid, com-
municate with the neighbor and find out 
more information. The visitor will discuss 
options with the neighbor. SVdP has 
a reliable list of resources for helping 
neighbors in need. The visitor will take 
requests for any funds to the SVdP com-
mittee for consideration.
If you like doing web research, there is 
another volunteer option. SVdP needs 
a second person to update our list of 
helping agencies.
We focus on providing short term help 
for families in the area. Most of our cases 
are the working poor, families who can 
pay their bills until they get an unexpect-
ed situation – a funeral out of town, a car 
needing service, a sickness. Any of those 
situations could make them need help 
with rent or utilities.
We try to provide a bit of money in the 
situations above, but we also provide 
updated lists of resources – how to get in 
touch with Legal Aid, where to find other 
help with utilities, which food banks are in 
their area, etc.
We need someone willing to update 
these lists by checking websites and 
calling phone numbers. Familiarity with 
Google docs is helpful but not necessary. 
On-the-job training is available.
The St Vincent de Paul Society is a lay 
Catholic organization that aspires to live 
the gospel message by serving Christ in 
the poor with love, respect, justice, hope 
and joy, and by working to shape a more 
just and compassionate society.
If you feel like you could volunteer, con-
tact Cathy Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.

Upcoming 
At a Glance
May 30
Rmembrance at 
Memorial Day Mass
(See pages 2 and 5)

June 5 
Baccalaureate Mass
(See pg 5)

June 5
Volunteer Appreciation
(See pg 12)

June 12 
Fr. Jairo Farewell Reception
(See pgs 2 and 7)

July 23
Women’s Ministry Yoga 
and Breakfast
(See pg 9)

August 14 
Ecumenical Delegation to the US/
Mexico Border
Delegates will travel to sister cities on the 
US-Mexico Border, Agua Prieta, Sonora, 
Mexico, and Douglas, Arizona, USA, with 
organization Frontera de Cristo. Cost is 
$1000 per person, plus airfare. Contact 
Trevor Thompson, trevor.thompson@
stfrancisraleigh.org.

September 6: Divorce Care 
The Next Series of Divorce Care will be 
Sep 6, 2022 – Dec 13, 2022, for more 
information please contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com. 
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Employment Opportunities
Director of Engagement and Development 
We are seeking an individual to join our pastoral staff as 
director of engagement and development.  The director will 
develop, oversee, and implement a comprehensive vision of 
inviting and involving our members in fulfilling their baptismal 
mission by identifying and sharing their gifts and their material 
resources in response to the Lord. The director collaborates 
with the pastoral staff in building the parish’s longstanding his-
tory of bringing baptismal and ministerial priesthood together 
in the collaborative vision of Vatican II. 
A graduate degree in theology, pastoral ministry, counseling, 
church administration or a related field is preferred as well as 
at least two years of successful fund-raising experience and 
familiarity with the USCCB’s stewardship ministry vision and 
documents. The successful candidate must have a strong 
relationship with the Lord, a spirit of evangelization, excellent 
interpersonal skills, be a skilled listener, and be comfortable 
in a variety of settings with diverse groups.  Some nights and 
weekends are required.  
Applicants should submit a résumé, three references, and 
salary requirements to Search.Committee@stfrancisraleigh.  
Applications accepted through June 10. 

 

Director of Faith Formation – Full Time 
We are seeking a passionate and dynamic individual to join 
our pastoral staff as director of faith formation.  The director 
of formation will oversee a comprehensive formation program 
serving pre-K through adults, including sacramental prepa-
ration and a year-round RCIA. The director supervises and 
collaborates with a formation team and administrative staff in 
establishing goals and implementing programs using contem-
porary Catholic evangelization and catechetical approaches.  
The director collaborates with the leadership team in building 
on the parish’s longstanding history of bringing baptismal and 
ministerial priesthood together in the collaborative vision of 
Vatican II. 
The successful applicant will have a degree in theology or 
related field (master’s preferred), be conversant in the fields of 
evangelization and contemporary approaches to catechesis, 
and have a minimum of five years in successful leadership in 
formation ranging from young children to adults.  A minimum 
of two years of direct supervisory experience is required along 
with demonstrated knowledge and skills in adult initiation and 
adult faith formation.  
Applicants should submit a résumé, three references, salary 
requirements along with a 1-2 page statement of your per-
spective on a year round catechumenate process, young adult 
ministry, adult faith formation to Search.Committee@stfrancis-
raleigh.org. Applications accepted through June 10.  
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Employment Opportunities
Assistant Principal – The Franciscan School
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi, has an 
exciting opportunity for an Assistant Principal in its K-8 
parish-based parochial school. Founded in August of 2000, 
The Franciscan School is a state of the art educational facility 
with a talented and diverse faculty and a current enrollment 
of more than 650 students. The Franciscan School maintains 
high academic standards, a strong spiritual focus, a positive 
atmosphere, enthusiastic parental involvement, and commu-
nity service, all in the Franciscan tradition of a strong Catholic 
educational environment supported by the parish community. 
The qualified applicant must be a practicing Catholic possess-
ing a Master’s degree (or higher) in Educational Administration 
or Curriculum and Instruction, must have or be eligible for an 
administrator’s license from the North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction, and must have both classroom and admin-
istrative experience, preferably across multiple grade levels. 
The successful candidate will possess strong leadership skills 
that foster collaboration with parents, students, faculty, and 
parish staff and demonstrate excellent large and small group 
communication. The candidate will also be technologically 
proficient in school administrative software, Microsoft office 
and web-based communication tools.  
Interested candidates should e-mail a cover letter, including an 
educational philosophy, resume, and a listing of three refer-
ences to dawn.smith@stfrancisraleigh.org. 
Deadline for applications is May 30. 

Elementary Teacher, Grade 3 – Full Time 
The Franciscan School is seeking a qualified classroom 
teacher in the 3rd grade. The primary role of the classroom 
teacher will be to instruct students in the diocesan curriculum 
for that specific grade, while challenging them to move beyond 
their current level of academic success. The candidate will 
demonstrate the ability to draw the students out to reach 
their full potential as it applies to the goals and requirements 
of the Diocesan curriculum. As an instructor in a school 
with over 660 students, the ability to tie together the lessons 
within each grade as part of the grade level team, and make 
them build upon each other year after year, using established 
best practices and methods for instruction, is essential. The 
applicant would be responsible for working together with the 
entire faculty and the administrative team to provide a safe 
and academically challenging environment. One that builds 
upon the charism of the Catholic Church, and our Franciscan 
traditions, to form our students as fine young men and women 
prepared for their futures academically, socially, and morally. 
Candidates must have NC teaching licensure or be able to 
obtain NC teaching licensure. Preferred candidates will have 
teaching experience in elementary education and a record of 
excellence.  
If you are interested in joining a dynamic educational envi-
ronment working with dedicated professionals to provide an 
academically challenging experience for our students, please 
send a cover letter, that includes your educational philosophy, 
and resume with three references to: dawn.smith@stfrancis-
raleigh.org. 

Stay tuned for 
cuteness overload in 
next week’s bulletin 
as we highlight
our Preschool 
graduation.
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2205 E. Millbrook Road, Raleigh, NC 27604
Serving the Triangle area for burials and cremations since 1974.

Visit our websites: www.CremationSocietyNC.com • www.CapitalFuneralHomeNC.com
Phone: (919) 571-3300 • Fax: (919) 877-0207

DAUNTLESS
Transmissions.com
8809-B Gulf Court • Raleigh, NC 27617

Gil Gutierrez | (919) 786-0230
gil@dauntlesstransmissions.com • www.dauntlesstransmissions.com

10% Labor Discount 
with this coupon

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240

The Ascension of the Lord 
May 29, 2022

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
 the Lord, amid trumpet blasts.

— Psalm 47:6
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Apex Funeral Home
 550 W. Williams St., Apex, NC 919-362-8233

www.apexfuneral.com
Brown-Wynne Funeral Homes and Crematory

 200 SE Maynard Rd., Cary, NC 919-467-8108
 300 Saint Mary’s St., Raleigh, NC 919-828-4311
 1701 E. Millbrook Rd., Raleigh, NC 919-876-6900

www.brownwynne.com
Mitchell Funeral Home at Raleigh Memorial Park

 7209 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-783-7128
www.mitchellatrmp.com

Raleigh Memorial Park and Mausoleums
 7501 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-787-2766

www.raleighmemorialpark.com

Your Local Dignity Providers

Chauncy F. Nelson, DDS, MS, PA, parishioner
10940 Raven Ridge Road, Suite 204

(919) 845-2900
Making the world a more beautiful place...one smile at a time.™

nelsonorthodontics.com

“Your Smile, Our Passion!”

 Actual 

Campbell Patient

Proud Supporter of
St. Francis of Assisi!

9317 Leesville Rd., Raleigh
919.870.8298

 www.EricCampbellOrtho.com

Free Consultation and 10% off  
Any One Dental Procedure for  

New Patients! (Limit 1 per Person)

Gentle Dental
Dr. Anthony F. 

Scaramuzzo, DDS, PLLC

919.848.1343

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

For Information ... Call
800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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Eric D. Challgren, MD
Gregory J. Wilmoth, MD
Margaret B. Boyse, MD

Laura D. Briley, MD
Tracey S. Cloninger, PA-C

919-782-2152
4201 Lake Boone Trail,

Suites 200 & 207, Raleigh, NC 27607
www.southernderm.com

• Business Law • Contracts, Leases
• Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney • Estate Administration

Larry Warner, JD, MBA • Parishioner
919-510-8130 • larry@warnerlawoffices.net

  LOIS MAGEE
BROKER, GRI, CRS, SRES, SPS, SLS, SFR

“Your North Raleigh Neighbor”
CELL: 919-349-1252
LOISVMAGEE@GMAIL.COM

Parishioner Since 1985

St. Francis Parishioner

AUTO • HOME
LIFE • DISABILITY

LONG TERM CARE

783.0500 
www.ChadRichards.com 5300 Six Forks Road

CHAD RICHARDS STATE FARM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Specializing in Rehearsal Dinners and family celebrations.
1 mi west of Crabtree Valley Mall 781-8750

8300 Falls of Neuse Rd. ◆ Suite 104
(919) 846-9668

www.advancedphysicaltherapync.com
Owners: Brian & Debbie Conly

Physical Therapy &  
Professional Massage

America’s Choice in Homecare
(919) 787-4317
Non-Medical In-Home Care     FREE IN-HOME ASSESSMENT

www.VisitingAngels.com/Raleigh

Funerals made easier
A Family Legacy of Caring Since 1920.

919.866.1866          RFHR.com

Joann Samelko
Broker, ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, SRES

919-616-2555
jsamelko@gmail.com

Parishioner

affiliated with Northside Realty

Call us at
1-800-432-3240

to reach the
Catholic Community

for an
Unbeatable Price

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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