
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Fifth Sunday of EasterMay 15  2022

Inspired by our patron,
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

See page 4

Years

Migrant Ministry  
Volunteers Needed!  

See page 12
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Fr. Michael

Weekly Envelope Schedule 

May 15 	Weekly 
May 15 	Catholic Home Mission/Black 
& Indian Missions        
May 22	 Weekly 
May 29	 Weekly 

Through Baptism may 
she walk always as a 
child of the light:
Elizabeth Rose Edwards     
Daughter of Bret and Emily Edwards 

May they rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon them:
+Ann Marie Nader     
Wife of Joe Nader

For a complete list of SFA contacts 
Group Opportunities, 

Volunteer Opportunities 
and Ministries, click here.

Prayer Request for Fr. David McBriar
Fr. David recently underwent surgery and is now in rehab. Please remember 
him in your prayers. You may email him at:  david.mcbriar@gmail.com or send 
him greetings/best wishes at: 180 Sargent Ave., Beacon, NY 12508

Daily Mass at 9am on  
Mondays, Tuesdays,  

Thursdays, and Fridays is held 
in the Chapel.

A New Principal for The Franciscan School:  With the 
endorsement of the TFS Principal Search Committee and after 
review of survey and in-person input from faculty, staff, and par-
ents, I am pleased to announce the selection of Dawn Smith as 
Principal of The Franciscan School beginning July 1, 2022.     

Mrs. Smith is known to our school community, having served for the past two years 
as TFS Assistant Principal for Grades K-5. Prior to joining us, Dawn taught middle 
school math for twenty-two years at Cary Academy and was Assistant Head of the 
Middle School for twelve of those years. Since April 2020, she has been an Education 
Coach for FACTS Education Solutions.   

While at Cary Academy, Dawn took part in the growth, expansion, and innovative 
changes at Cary Academy Middle School. She created a math curriculum and content 
that offered a variety of learning opportunities including inquiry-based learning and 
differentiated instruction. Dawn joined TFS during the pandemic, a difficult time for a 
new employee to join any organization, but particularly so for a school administrative 
leader, trying to learn new students, families, and faculty. During her tenure, Dawn 
has shown a deep commitment to each student and family, holding students to high 
expectations in and out of the classroom.   

Dawn holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Secondary Education from SUNY-Cortland, 
a Master’s degree in Middle School Education from UNC-Chapel Hill, and Post  
Master’s Certification in School Administration from UNC-Greensboro. She is the 
proud mom of a Class of 22 Cardinal Gibbons High School graduate.   

I am excited to work with Dawn, the faculty/staff, and parent community as we build 
upon the already excellent reputation of The Franciscan School, upholding the values 
of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi.   

I look forward, over the coming weeks, to celebrating and thanking Mike Watson for 
the contributions he has made to our school over the past 15 years. Mike will work 
with Dawn to ensure a smooth transition in leadership. Please join me in congratulat-
ing Mrs. Smith as the next Principal at The Franciscan School.  

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
mailto:david.mcbriar@gmail.com 
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One of the spiritual works of mercy 
is to pray for the living and the 
dead. Requesting a Mass is a most 
wonderful way to exercise this spir-
itual work of mercy. Our register for 
Mass intentions is open. You may 
make your request(s) by going to 
our website (https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/) 
or by calling the parish office at 
919-847-8205 during normal 
business hours M-F. 

Prayer Requests for May 14 to May 22

Mass Intentions Prayers of the Faithful
Saturday May 14, 2022

Saturday, 5:30
+Anthony DiMaggio

Marianne Heston

Sunday May 15, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+Judy Marston
Requested by Skip and Linda Allen

Sunday, 9:00
+Eileen Roth

Requested by Mia Batz

Sunday, 11:45AM
+Eleanor Becker

Requested by Steve Becker

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday May 16, 9AM
+Mary Nolan 

Requested by Beverly Skinner

Tuesday May 17, 9AM
+George Fitzgerald

Requested by Maura Pherson and Geni Fitzgerald

Wednesday May 18, 9AM 
+Mary Kelly Hofmann Murphy

Requested by Sara Hess

Thursday May 19, 9AM
Slavizza Hendricks

Requested by Lyn Raba
97th Birthday in April

Friday May 20, 9AM 
+Diane Kozak

Requested by Michael Kozak

Saturday May 21, 2022
Saturday, 5:30

+Jim Fraser
Requested by Roy and Marianne Norris

Sunday May 22, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+Valentin Mendoza
Requested by Jennifer Mendoza

Sunday, 9:00
+Jack Egan

Requested by Ken Vincitorio

Sunday, 11:45AM
+Jean Cawley

Requested by Patricia O’Sullivan

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

(ill) Daniel Maldonado
Requested by Msgr. Clay

Health & Wellness

(ill) Clarence Dordulaw
Requested by Veneriches Dordulaw

Health & Wellness

(ill) Fr. David McBriar, OFM
Requested by Msgr. Clay

Health & Wellness

(ill) Pedro Pacheco
Requested by Fr. Jairo Maldonado-Pacheco

Health & Wellness

(ill) Marsha Crow 
Requested by Kathleen Owen 

Health & Wellness

+Anil Nazareth Philomena Gomes
Requested by Maria Nicholas 

Remembrance

+Rolf Kohlsche 
Requested by Heidi Hobler 

Remembrance

+Ann Marie Nader 
Wife of Joe Nader 

Remembrance

+Bach Mai Thi Le 
Requested by Hanh and Gary Boyar, Hung and Trinh 

Pham Remembrance

Mass Intentions

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
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Upcoming Adult Bible Study 
Opportunities

Contact: Kathy Sales with any questions.
kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org

Consisting of five sessions, this study 
will meet in Founders from 10:00am until 
11:30am on Wednesday mornings beginning 
on June 1st and continuing through June 
29th. (Location subject to change.)    

Cost:  $30.00  

In The Sermon on the Mount, author Clifford 
Yeary challenges us to hear the sermon 
once again as Christ intended it, as our call 
to follow him whose life illustrated its every 
ideal. Yeary helps us to hear the Sermon on 
the Mount as a message for each of us, a 

challenge that is our constant call to renewal. Cost of study includes book 
(which includes commentary, study and reflection questions, prayer and 
access to online lectures). For more information regarding this study and 
materials, visit: Little Rock Scripture Studies/Sermon on the Mount. 

Co-Facilitators:  Diane Rosendahl & Barbara Efird 

This virtual adult Bible study group will meet 
from 7:30pm until 8:30pm on Wednesday 
evenings beginning on May 25th and con-
tinuing through June 22nd. 

Cost:  $30.00 

Exodus, Part II covers the final twenty-five 
chapters of Exodus. Beginning with the inse-
curity of the desert wanderings, to encoun-
tering God on Sinai and then constructing 
the tent of dwelling, God’s people learn what 
it means to be part of a covenant with the 

one who liberates and also gives the Law to guide and direct them. Book 
includes commentary, study and reflection questions as well as prayers, 
and access to online resources. Author Stephen J. Binz is a biblical 
scholar, award-winning author, popular speaker, and pilgrimage guide. He 
studied Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and Jerusalem 
and has developed dozens of books and programs in biblical theology 
and spirituality. 

Facilitator: Rich Zemonek 

Looking for Summer Opportunities?  St 
Francis of Assisi has many activities for 
all age groups this summer. Look for the 
opportunity that meets your needs. 

We offer a variety of summer camps with 
lots of different offerings in Camp Fran-
cis, faith based camps like Vacation Bible 
School and Mercy Camps, preschool 
aged camps in Summer Adventures, 
and drama camp with Justice Theater 
Project. 

Continuing faith formation is a year 
around goal and St Francis gives those 
opportunities to the youth in our Vacation 
Bible School, Mercy Camps, and St. 
Francis Inn Trip. 

The Assisi Community Center Gym uses 
this season as a great time for a summer 
athletic league. Our youth volleyball 
league is open to all youth rising 3rd -9th 
grade and teams will play this year in 
July and August. 

The Franciscan School and the St Fran-
cis of Assisi Preschool are both open in 
the summer for tours, information, and 
registration. Please schedule time to 
check them out. 

mailto:kathy.sales%40stfrancisraleigh.org%20?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/summer/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
http://preschoolstfra.wpengine.com/summercamp/
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/summer-2022
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/formation-camps/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com/
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Lying upon his death bed, two decades  
after God’s invitation to rebuild His 
Church, St. Francis adds the final 
verse to his “Canticle of the Creatures:” 
“Praised be You, my Lord, through our 
Sister Bodily Death.” And with the Can-
ticle’s conclusion, so Francis embraced 
our sister death. Yet, even with his earthly 
death, the Franciscan life and charism 
continued to grow, inspiring and changing 
hearts even until today in our own parish 
community. The Franciscan spirit reflects 
the reality of our Church, being both ever 
ancient and ever new. It is the same spirit 
of poverty, humility, generosity, hospital-
ity, and community that inspired Francis 
which moves us today. Yet, inhabiting a 
new time and place, we must continually 
discern how this spirit should be made 
manifest in the present moment. 

For us here at St. Francis of Assisi 
May 21 offers an incredible opportunity 
for this continued discernment as we 
gather for discussion and reflection 
around Pope Francis’ Encyclical, 
Laudato Si. One need not be familiar 
with this document to participate. The 
general message from the Pope is 
this: Our suffering planet—affected by 
the scourge of pollution and climate 
change—reveals the straying and bro-
ken heart of humanity, having forgotten 
our true identity as beloved sons and 
daughters of a good and caring Father. 
The Pope continues with a call to per-
sonal and societal conversion, inspired 
by the life and person of St. Francis, to-
wards a greater love of God, neighbor 
(especially the poor and marginalized), 
and the environment. 

And so this is our call: to discern how 
we—as individuals and a community— 
must seek to be better conformed to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. On May 21st, 
from 9am-12pm, we will take time to 
intentionally pray, listen, and dialogue 
about questions raised by Laudato 
Si. We will accomplish all of this while 
seeking to be ever more grounded in our 
identity as Franciscans. Please join us 
as we seek to continue walking with the 
Lord in the footsteps of St. Francis. 

Contact Trevor Thompson at  
trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org 
with any questions

mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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First Sacraments
RECONCILIATION &
HOLY EUCHARIST

Sacramental Preparation Registrations open
May 16th via Realm!

I have a desire for my
children to celebrate:

My child is
baptized Catholic,
rising 1st grader 

 or older &
attends:

Public School The Franciscan
School

Confirmation

Register for 
two years of 
Cross Walk &

Sacramental Prep

Register for 
 Sacramental Prep

My child has not
yet registered and

is a baptized
Catholic, has
received First

Sacraments, is a
rising 8th grader

or older & attends:

Public School The Franciscan
School

Register for 
Cross Train &

Confirmation Prep

Register for 
 Confirmation

Prep

Play and Pray - Faith Formation for 1-4 Year-Olds
Interested in helping the young children of our Parish learn about God in a fun-filled, loving and educational 
environment? St. Francis is currently hiring part-time staff and seeking volunteers to help with the Play and 
Pray preschool faith formation program. Held during the 9:00am Sunday Mass, our program is geared towards 
children who are one-year-old (and walking) to four years of age. We spend each week playing and having fun 
with the kiddos while teaching them faith-based lessons centered around the weekly Gospel readings. It is truly 
a special hour of Playing and Praying.

Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org for more information.
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Parish Life Ministries

We would like to take a moment to express our sincere  
appreciation and thanks to all those who volunteered their 
time, donated items and money to the Our Lady of the Rosary 
Food Drive. Due to your generosity we were able to donate 
5,500lbs of food and raise $6,000!   

A special thank you to Tess Ferrer-Turner who coordinated 
this Event and scheduled our many volunteers. We would also 
like to thank the Knights of Columbus; Deputy Grand Knight 
David Payne, Steve Becker, Mike Rock and Ralph Guenther 
for their time assisting with the Delivery of items.   

Gratitude Corner Remembrance at  
Memorial Day Mass

For well over 10 years now, our Knights of Columbus council 
has been recognizing those Veterans who have lost their life, 
whether it was during military service or otherwise. After each 
mass this weekend, we will have council members in the  
Welcome Center taking this information down for your loved 
one. They can be veterans from a foreign country also. 

The names of these deceased veterans being added to the  
roll this year will be read during the Memorial Day mass on  
Monday, May 30th at 9am in the Church. After mass, a  
ceremony honoring some Veterans who have not previously 
received military honors will take place in the labyrinth.   
This honor will include a 21 gun salute.  We look forward to 
remembering our deceased veterans on Memorial Day.   
Please join us.  

If you are interested in programs such as this one and/or want 
to find out more information about joining the Knights of  
Columbus, please contact our Grand Knight, Steve Becker,  
at gk@kofc9709.org.
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Adult Open Play Ministry Leaders 
Needed! 
We are looking for Ministry Leaders to 
coordinate the Adult Open Play Leagues 
for 

•	 Men’s 30 + Basketball Open Play 
•	 Women’s 18+ Basketball Open Play 

For more information please contact 
Mary Arleth (Mary.Arleth@stfrancisra-
leigh.org)

Youth Volleyball Summer League 
Signups are NOW OPEN. The league will 
run from July 11th-mid/late August with 
games and practices during the week. 
This league is open to Rising 3rd Grad-
ers-Rising 9th Graders of all skill levels. 
For more information and to register 
please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/community-life-volleyball/  
Questions Please Contact: Mary.Arleth@
stfrancisraleigh.org  

Youth Bball Skills Clinic 
Youth Bball Skills Clinics will take place 
on Tuesday Evenings for grades 1st-8th 
Graders. This program is designed for 
campers to work on dribbling, passing, 
rebounding, shooting and defensive drills 
with Triple Threat Triumph 

Tuesday Nights : 
5/17, 5/24  

1st  -4th graders 5:45 PM to 6:45 PM 
5th -  8th graders 7:00 PM to 8:15 PM 

Cost  $20.00 each Session. 
For more information and to Register 
Visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
cl-youth-basketball-clinic/ 
Questions Please Contact: 
Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org  

You can mail your contribution to us at:

St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613

You can give online through:

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

Additional Online Giving Methods:
 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Divorce Care 

Most people will tell you that separa-
tion and divorce are the most painful 
and stressful experiences they’ve ever 
faced. It’s a confusing time when you 
feel isolated and have lots of questions 
about issues you’ve never faced before. 
You don’t have to go through separa-
tion or divorce alone, Divorce Care is a 
friendly, caring group of people who will 
walk alongside you through one of life’s 
most difficult experiences. Divorce Care 
seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are go-
ing through and want to help. You’ll gain 
access to valuable resources to help you 
heal from the pain and trauma of sepa-
ration or divorce. Thousands of Divorce 
Care support groups meet throughout the 
US, Canada and around the world, and 
the group is offered right here at Saint 
Francis. 

The Next Series of Divorce Care will be 
Sep 6, 2022 – Dec 13, 2022, for more 
information please contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com. 

Alzheimer's Support Group 
Facilitator Needed 
We are in need of a volunteer facilitator 
for an existing Alzheimer’s/ Dementia 
Caregiver’s Support Group. Having 
experience as a caregiver for someone 
who has had dementia is a plus. Facili-
tator training is available. Contact Linda 
Tucker at 937-478-9537 if interested. 

Camp Francis Explorers 
Counselors in Training 
Our Counselor In Training Program is 
designed for mature and enthusiastic 
teens who are interested in developing 
leadership skills and working with  
children. C.I.T.s are expected to willingly 
and fully participate in camp programs 
while working with other C.I.T.s and 
Camp Staff. They are to look at them-
selves as role models for the campers 
they will be working with. 

Applicants that are ages 14-16 (by 
August 31, 2022) that are interested in 
volunteering for at least 2 weeks of the 
Camp Francis Explorers program should 
contact Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh 
for more information and the application.

mailto:Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-volleyball/
mailto:Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/cl-youth-basketball-clinic/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/cl-youth-basketball-clinic/
mailto:Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
mailto:Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh
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Education Ministries
 Alex Jenny, Class of 2018: The Storyteller 

Alex Jenny loves to tell stories. She likes 
to make people laugh, capture special 
moments, and help bring joy to the lives 
of others through film making. As a 2018 
graduate of The Franciscan School, 
Jenny wants to build a career in the film 
and television industry, putting to use 
her skills and passions; and her building 
blocks came from her years at TFS. 

When Jenny was just two years old, her 
time at TFS began as a preschooler.  
After a few short years in Hong Kong, 
she returned to TFS to attend from  
second grade until she graduated. 

During her time at TFS, Jenny sought 
leadership roles and incorporated service 
into her learning. As a committed  
member of the TFS Student Council, 
Jenny started Dollar Dress-Out Days, 
a fun way for students to dress down 
and donate to important local charities. 
Many years later, this program continues. 
“When I started them, I was thinking 
about all the joy that dress-out days 
brought at school, and how we could  
add a service component. Ultimately, I 
just wanted to make people at TFS happy 
while helping others outside of  
our community.”  

While a student at TFS, Jenny lived out 
the school’s values of faith, academics, 
and service. As an eighth grader, Jenny 
received the prestigious Franciscan 
Award. “TFS meant the world to me  
because it’s really where I grew up,”  
Jenny says. One of her favorite times at 
TFS was also leading Morning Prayer 
and connecting with younger students. 
Jenny credits the care and dedication of 
several teachers and staff members as 
making an impact in her life. “So many 
teachers are the reason why I have  
become who I am today, preparing me 
for all my future has to offer.” Jenny  
admits they were more than teachers; 
they supported her through difficult times 
and provided a positive influence on her. 

After her time at TFS, Jenny has contin-
ued making an impact while attending 
Cardinal Gibbons High School. While 
there, she has been a part of the  
Gibbons Leadership Conference and the 
Middle School Leadership Conference. 
She virtually ran the New York City Half 
Marathon in 2020 and in person this year. 
She has raised thousands of dollars to 
support the Tisch MS Research Center 
of New York in honor of her dad. 

Jenny has big plans for life after she 
graduates high school this year. She 
plans to attend NYU Tisch School of 
the Arts majoring in Film and Television, 
while minoring in Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Studies. After college, 
Jenny hopes to start writing for television 
shows and movies (specifically comedy), 
and then start creating her own. She 
desires to create content that causes 
people to laugh and smile as they walk 
through life. “As long as I am helping to 
tell stories and create movies/television 
shows, I will be happy and living my 
dream,” Jenny says.  

As Jenny moves on from her time in  
Raleigh, she wants to leave behind 
advice for students at TFS. “Being true 
to who you are is setting yourself up for 
success in the long run. Do things that 
make you smile; you never know where 
your passions will take you. 

“Congratulations to Alex and to all of our 
alumni! The solid academic and spiritual 
foundation established at The Franciscan 
School makes dreams possible; the sky 
is the limit!”
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Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries

 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19 

You may remember that a couple of weeks ago, I shared with 
you the first part of the preschoolers’ responses which were 
collected for the Synod. You may also recall that Pope Francis 
is encouraging participation for everyone around the world.  

Our 2 & 3-year old classes were asked the question: “What do 
you want to thank God for?” There were a variety of thoughts 
collected through words and illustrations. It was beautiful to 
see the truly genuine answers which were recorded!  A banner 
was created by one of our parents, Ms. Emily Edwards, and 
hung outside of Fellowship in Clare Hall. 

Recently, the second banner was added which reflects the 
input of our 4 & 5-year olds. They were asked a different 
question which will be added to those submitted by our parish 

as part of our Synod participation: “When you grow up what will 
God help you to do?”  I felt my own faith grow a little more as 
I read the heartfelt responses some of which included, ‘do the 
dishes’, ‘help people when they get hurt’, and ‘get ready for my 
rap concert’! 

I encourage you to stop by after mass and read over our pre-
schoolers honest and, often hopeful, answers. I am certain that 
as you read how they view God’s power and wisdom from their 
perspective, you will be inspired and feel your own faith deepen 
a little bit more!    

Join our preschool for the 2022-2023 school year, please visit 
our website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com or contact Shelley 
Freeman at:  shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org 
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Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
By Sharon Winzeler

Have you ever heard stories of persons suffering from 
momentary setbacks and wished you could help—with 
a listening ear, some cash to pay past-due utility bills 
before services are shut off, or referrals to other agencies 
that could help. 

You can help. The St. Vincent DePaul Society at St. 
Francis of Assisi is a well-trained team of compassionate 
volunteers, and they could use assistance. 

 How does SVdP operate?  Neighbors seeking help are 
encouraged to call in on the help line at 919-534-4842.  
A caller intake specialist will retrieve the information from 
the helpline and fill out the initial report. 

 Next, visitors, who have mostly been working by phone 
during Covid, will communicate with the neighbor and 
find out more information. The visitor will discuss options 
with the neighbor. SVdP has a reliable list of resources 
for helping neighbors in need. The visitor will take  
requests for any funds to the SVdP committee  
for consideration. 

If you like doing web research, there is another volunteer 
option. SVdP needs a second person to update our list of 
helping agencies.  

We focus on providing short term help for families in the 
area. Most of our cases are the working poor, families 
who can pay their bills until they get an unexpected 
situation – a funeral out of town, a car needing service, a 
sickness. Any of those situations could make them need 
help with rent or utilities. 

We try to provide a bit of money in the situations above, 
but we also provide updated lists of resources – how to 
get in touch with Legal Aid, where to find other help with 
utilities, which food banks are in their area, etc. 

We need someone willing to update these lists by check-
ing websites and calling phone numbers. Familiarity with 
Google docs is helpful but not necessary. On-the-job 
training is available. 

If you feel like you could volunteer, contact Cathy Smith 
at smithtcr@gmail.com 

Ministry to Migrant Farm Workers Returns!
Every Sunday from June – September

Volunteers Needed
No experience necessary
Questions and to sign up:

www.bit.ly/SFA-MMSummer2022 

Migrant Ministry  
Volunteers Needed!  

Every summer fathers, brothers, uncles and sons leave their fami-
lies in their home countries in Mexico and Central America and  
travel to our state with little more than a backpack to do the hard 
work of picking our fruits, vegetables, and tobacco for months on 
end. While our brothers in Christ are here they live in run-down 
trailers and houses, often lacking the basic essentials like working 
plumbing and comfortable and clean bedding. They are overworked 
and underpaid doing work few Americans choose to do, only to 
provide better support and resources for their families back home. 

Because we are a Catholic Community committed to living the  
Gospel in our daily lives, we have been serving our migrant brothers 
and easing their burdens for over 25 years. COVID interrupted our 
ability to do so these past two years so we are excited to be  
bringing back this ministry this year! Won’t you join us?  

We serve these brothers in Christ on the margins of society by  
providing much needed supplies, driving them to and from mass at 
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish in Louisburg each Sunday from  
June 5 – September 25, 2022, and by offering them a monthly fiesta 
of food and fun.  

We are in need of drivers and help with our fiestas. The ability to 
speak Spanish is not required. Families are welcome!  Here is a link 
to sign up: www.bit.ly/SFA-MMSummer2022 

If you’re interested, have questions or just want to hear more contact 
Mary Lou Holloway at mlholly10@gmail.com  or 215-327-9938. 
Thank you so much for considering this! Your help and kindness 
mean so much!

http://www.bit.ly/SFA-MMSummer2022  
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Upcoming 
At a Glance

May 16
Sacramental Preparation 
registration opens via Realm. 
Sacramental preparation is a 
two-year program
(See pg 6) 

May 21 
Franciscan at Heart
(See pg 5)

May 25 - June 22
Bible Study: Exodus Part 2
This virtual adult Bible study group 
will meet from 7:30pm until 8:30pm on 
Wednesday evenings. (See pg 4)

June 1 -29
Bible Study: The Sermon on the 
Mount Consisting of five sessions, 
this study will meet in Founders from 
10:00am until 11:30am on Wednesday 
mornings beginning on June 1st and 
continuing through June 29 (See pg 4)

August 14
Ecumenical Delegation to the 
US/Mexico Border
Delegates will travel to sister cities on 
the US-Mexico Border, Agua Prieta, 
Sonora, Mexico, and Douglas, Arizo-
na, USA, with organization Frontera de 
Cristo. Cost is $1000 per person, plus 
airfare. Contact Trevor Thompson, 
trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

September 6: Divorce Care 
The Next Series of Divorce Care will 
be Sep 6, 2022 – Dec 13, 2022, for 
more information please contact Bill 
Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com. 
(See pg 9)

Join an Ecumenical Delegation 
to the US/Mexico Border 

There is much in the news about 
refugees, migrants, and immigration 
laws, and our US Catholic Bishops 
have continued to speak out for 
the necessity of comprehensive 
immigration reform, pastoral and 
dignified care of migrants, and the 
enforcement of immigration laws in 
ways that are targeted, safe, orderly, 
proportional, and humane. Our 
southern border with Mexico draws 
a great deal of the attention. Given 
our distance from the border, it is 
often difficult to get a real sense of 
the dynamics at play. To address 
this, we are lifting up an opportunity 
to make a delegation to the US/Mex-
ico border as part of an ecumenical 
effort in Raleigh. 

Gail Phares, long-time St. Francis 
parishioner, community organizer, 
and co-founder of an organiza-
tion dedicated to human rights in 
Latin America will lead a trip to the 
US-Mexico border August 14-24, 
2022. This will be a wonderful im-
mersive opportunity for participants 

Photo credit: http://fronteradecristo.org/ 

to get to know the faces of migration 
and the dynamics of the border and 
stand in solidarity in prayer and minis-
try with immigrants. 

On this trip, delegates will travel to 
sister cities on the US-Mexico Border, 
Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico, and 
Douglas, Arizona, USA, with organization 
Frontera de Cristo. 

The delegation will… 

- 	 meet with immigrants to learn 
about migration from directly 
affected communities 

- 	 go into the desert to commem-
orate sites where migrants have 
died while crossing the desert 

- 	 participate in opportunities to 
advocate for immigration reform  

The cost is $1000 per person, plus 
airfare. 

Contact Trevor Thompson,  
trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org 
for more information or to apply to go 
on this trip. 

mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com


14

Spanish Enrichment Instructor – Part Time (8-10 
hours per week)
St. Francis Preschool is seeking an enthusiastic individual 
who is bilingual in Spanish to join our staff as a Part Time 
Spanish Enrichment instructor. This person will be respon-
sible for developing and delivering fun-filled lessons that will 
engage and enhance the preschool experience of our three, 
four and five year olds. Successful completion of the Diocesan 
background check and experience working with 3-5 year olds 
is required. Knowledge and experience in lesson planning for 
3-5 year olds is preferred. 

To apply, please email Heidi.hobler@stfrancisraleigh.org

Employment Opportunities
Director of Faith Formation
We are currently seeking a Director of Formation to oversee 
our comprehensive formation program serving pre-K through 
adults, including sacramental preparation and a year-round 
RCIA process. The director supervises and collaborates 
with a formation team and administrative staff in establish-
ing goals and implementing programs using contemporary 
Catholic evangelization and catechetical approaches. The 
successful applicant will have a degree in theology or related 
field (Masters level preferred), be conversant in the fields of 
evangelization and contemporary approaches to catechesis 
and have a minimum of five years in successful leadership in 
formation ranging from young children to adults. A minimum of 
three years of supervisory experience is required along with 
demonstrated knowledge and skills in adult initiation and adult 
faith formation. The director collaborates with the leader-
ship team in building on the parish’s longstanding history of 
bringing baptismal and ministerial priesthood together in the 
collaborative vision of Vatican II. 

Applicants should submit a résumé, three references, a 
1-2 page document with your prespective on a year round 
catechumenate process, young adult ministry, adult faith 
formation, and salary requirements to Search.Committee@
stfrancisraleigh.org. Applications will be accepted through 
June 10, 2022. 

Director of Engagement and Development
We are seeking a Director of Engagement and Development, 
oversee, develop and implement a comprehensive vision of 
inviting and involving our members in fulfilling their baptismal 
mission by identifying and sharing their gifts and their mate-
rial resources in response to the Lord. A graduate degree in 
theology, pastoral ministry, counseling, church administration 
or a related field is preferred as well as at least two years of 
successful fund-raising experience and familiarity with the 
USCCB’s stewardship ministry vision and documents.  
Applicants must have a strong relationship with the Lord, 
excellent interpersonal skills, be a skilled listener, and be 
comfortable in a variety of settings with diverse groups.  Some 
nights and weekends are required. The director collaborates 
with the pastoral staff in building the parish’s longstanding  
history of bringing baptismal and ministerial priesthood  
together in the collaborative vision of Vatican II.  

Applicants should submit a résumé, three references, and 
salary requirements to Search.Committee@stfrancisraleigh.
org. Applications will be accepted through June 10, 2022. 

mailto:mailto:Heidi.hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:search.committee@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:search.committee@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:search.committee@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:search.committee@stfrancisraleigh.org


Employment Opportunities
Assistant Principal – The Franciscan School
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi, Raleigh, NC, 
has an exciting opportunity for an Assistant Principal in its K-8 
parish-based parochial school. Founded in August of 2000, 
The Franciscan School is a state of the art educational facility 
with a talented and diverse faculty and a current enrollment 
of more than 650 students. The Franciscan School maintains 
high academic standards, a strong spiritual focus, a positive 
atmosphere, enthusiastic parental involvement, and commu-
nity service, all in the Franciscan tradition of a strong Catholic 
educational environment supported by the parish community. 

The qualified applicant must be a practicing Catholic possess-
ing a Master’s degree (or higher) in Educational Administration 
or Curriculum and Instruction, must have or be eligible for an 
administrator’s license from the North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction, and must have both classroom and admin-
istrative experience, preferably across multiple grade levels. 
The successful candidate will possess strong leadership skills 
that foster collaboration with parents, students, faculty, and 
parish staff and demonstrate excellent large and small group 
communication.  The candidate will also be technologically 
proficient in school administrative software, Microsoft office 
and web-based communication tools.   

We offer a comprehensive benefits package, which includes 
medical, dental, life insurance, pension, 403B, paid vacation 
and holidays. Salary is commensurate with education and 
experience. Interested candidates should e-mail a cover letter, 
including an educational philosophy, resume, and a listing of 
four references to dawn.smith@stfrancisraleigh.org. Deadline 
for applications is May 31, 2022.

Elementary Teacher, Grade 3 – Full Time 
The Franciscan School is seeking a qualified classroom 
teacher in the 3rd grade. The primary role of the classroom 
teacher will be to instruct students in the diocesan curriculum 
for that specific grade, while challenging them to move beyond 
their current level of academic success.  The candidate will 
demonstrate the ability to draw the students out to reach 
their full potential as it applies to the goals and requirements 
of the Diocesan curriculum. As an instructor in a school 
with over 660 students, the ability to tie together the lessons 
within each grade as part of the grade level team, and make 
them build upon each other year after year, using established 
best practices and methods for instruction, is essential. The 
applicant would be responsible for working together with the 
entire faculty and the administrative team to provide a safe 
and academically challenging environment.  One that builds 
upon the charism of the Catholic Church, and our Franciscan 
traditions, to form our students as fine young men and women 
prepared for their futures academically, socially, and morally. 
Candidates must have NC teaching licensure or be able to 
obtain NC teaching licensure. Preferred candidates will have 
teaching experience in elementary education and a record of 
excellence.

If you are interested in joining a dynamic educational envi-
ronment working with dedicated professionals to provide an 
academically challenging experience for our students, please 
send a cover letter, that includes your educational philosophy, 
and resume with three references to: dawn.smith@stfrancis-
raleigh.org 

15

mailto:dawn.smith@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org%20?subject=
mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org%20?subject=

