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Ready to build a church. Founding pastor, Fr. Jim English, S.J., stands on land that will become the home of our faith community.

Inspired by our patron,

Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those

who hunger for humgn .dignity, 5 ol Week Highlights
Need to Recycle Home Electronics? and extending Hospitality to all. ; »
See page 9 See pages 15 and 16
0" The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
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This weekend we celebrate our 40th annlversary as a faith
community. It is appropriate that we set aside some time

to take stock of all that has happened during the past four

1 decades and to give thanks to God and the intercession of St.
Francis of Assisi for the many blessings we have experienced.

| will only be able to highlight a few things given the limitations of space, but you
can read our fascinating history by going to this link:

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/friar-farewell-history/

Discussions about establishing a parish in the small Raleigh suburb of Leesville
began in 1978 between some laity and Bishop Gossman, then Bishop of Raleigh.
Four years later, St. Francis was officially established as a parish. Research of
records reveals what appear to be two dates associated with the official beginning
of the parish: April 22 and April 25, 1982. On April 22, the site where the origi-
nal church (now Founders Hall) would be built began to be cleared. Three days
later on April 25, the parish was canonically established by Bishop Gossman as

a parish and the first Mass was celebrated on the property. The founding pastor
was Fr. Jim English, a Jesuit. He would serve as pastor until 1987, at which time
the Franciscan friars of Holy Name Province would officially assume responsibility
for the parish until their leadership made the difficult decision to withdraw from
staffing our faith community in 2020, handing it back to the Bishop of Raleigh to
staff with diocesan priests.

What stands out for me as | reflect on our history is the conviction of Fr. English
and the Franciscans to confirm and encourage the laity in exercising their baptis-
mal offices of priest, prophet, and leader in all aspects of parish life and ministry,
to welcome everyone regardless of where they are in their life and faith journey,
and to embrace those whom society generally shuns or disvalues. They also in-
stilled within the community a deep commitment to justice and peace issues, and
fostered a style of worship that is meaningful and contemporary, a love for Cath-
olic education, and a spirit of inclusivity that is also ecumenical and interreligious.
| have said repeatedly to others that we are peerless on multiple levels in serving
the Lord and the Gospel both within and beyond our community. No other parish
has such a deep commitment to issues like these and to so many of them. We
feed hungers and meet needs that other parishes do not.

From small beginnings we have grown to over 5000 households, 850 children in
our two schools, over 100 ministries, and an annual budget of $12m. It would be
impossible to tally the amount of financial, material, and human resources we have
given to help those in need, a clear response to Fr. David McBriar’s challenge
when he arrived in 1987 that continues to this day: “What does the city need and
how can we help?” His prophetic words, which the community has embraced to
this day, have borne good fruit for others and for us.

As pastor, | am so proud of all we have accomplished in 40 years and pledge to do
my best to keep this heritage intact as we move to our golden anniversary in 2032.

Fr. Michael

BAA Undate (Click here to contribute to this year's BAA)

Goal $509,088

Pledges $396,712 77.9%
Total Received $357,471 70.2%
Families Participating 935 18.3%

THROUGH BAPTISM
MAY THEY WALK ALWAYS
ASCHILDREN OF THE
LIGHT:

Phoenix Ali Sulentic
Son of Mathew and Veronica Sulentic

Joseph Antonio Papu
Son of Joseph and Carolina Papu

MAY THEY REST

IN PEACE AND
PERPETUAL LIGHT
SHINE UPON THEM:

+Mai LE
Mother of Hanh Boyar

+Marilyn Hampet
Mother of William Hampet

+Andrew Conlan
Father of Anastasia Pucci

Weekly Envelope Schedule
April 24 Weekly

You can mail your contribution to us at:

St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road
Raleigh, NC 27613

You can give online through:
FA fl H [ﬂ RECT

htps://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

i

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

Additional Online Giving Methods:
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

For a complete list of SFA contacts
Group Opportunities,
Volunteer Opportunities
and Ministries, click here.
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR APRIL 23 TO MAY 1

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday April 23, 2022
Saturday, 5:30pm
+Ernest Daniels
Requested by Kathy Richard

Sunday April 24, 2022
Sunday, 7:15am
+Thomas Lowery
Requested by Vanessa Fleischmann

Sunday, 9:00am
+Robert O'Keefe
Requested by Margaret O’Keefe

Sunday, 11:45am
+Roy Roberts
Requested by Lisa Roberts

Sunday, 5:30pm
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday April 25, 9am
+Robert and Marilyn Gangel
Requested by Alice & Charles Ward

Tuesday April 26, 9am
+\encent Clark and +John Lynch
Requested by Marie Clark

Wednesday April 27, 9am
+Joseph Hieu Pham
Requested by Thanh Pham

Thursday April 28, 9am
+|talo Rastelli
Requested by The Post Family

Friday April 29, 9am
+Margaret Hurley
Requested by Jennifer McCourt

Saturday April 30, 2022
Saturday, 5:30pm
+Efrain and +Carmen Anglero
Requested by Karyn Anglero

Sunday May 1, 2022
Sunday, 7:15am
+Barbara Hellar

Requested by Kathleen Varnhold

Sunday, 9:00am
+lan Lewis
Requested by James and Nancy Falanga

Sunday, 11:45am
+Lucia DiMaggio
Requested by Marianne Heston

Sunday, 5:30pm
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(ill) Daniel Maldonado
Requested by Msgr. Clay
Health & Wellness

(il Clarence Dordulaw
Requested by Veneriches Dordulaw
Health & Wellness

(i) Jim Coolbaugh
Requested by Kathleen Coolbaugh
Health & Wellness

(ill) Brittny Brooke
Requested by Patricia Booke
Health & Wellness

+Joanna Jiménez Ropero
Requested by Fr. Jairo Maldonado-Pacheco
Remembrance

+Mai Le
Mother of Hanh Boyar
Remembrance

+Marilyn Hampet
Mother of William Hampet
Remembrance

+Andrew Conlan
Father of Anastasia Pucci
Remembrance

One of the spiritual works of mercy
is to pray for the living and the
dead. Requesting a Mass is a most
wonderful way to exercise this spir-
itual work of mercy. Our register for
Mass intentions is open. You may
make your request(s) by going to
our website (https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/)
or by calling the parish office at
919-847-8205 during normal
business hours M-F.
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Registrations open Monday, April 25th - 12:00 noon
Contact: Jonathan Vanegras-Calderon with any questions.
jonathan.vanegas-calderon@stfrancisraleigh.org

Consisting of five sessions, this study

will meet in Founders from 10:00am until
11:30am on Wednesday mornings beginning
on June 1st and continuing through June
29th. (Location subject to change.)

Cost: $30.00

In The Sermon on the Mount, author Clifford
Yeary challenges us to hear the sermon
once again as Christ intended it, as our call
to follow him whose life illustrated its every

&

— ideal. Yeary helps us to hear the Sermon on
the Mount as a message for each of us, a
challenge that is our constant call to renewal. Cost of study includes book
(which includes commentary, study and reflection questions, prayer and
access to online lectures). For more information regarding this study and
materials, visit: Little Rock Scripture Studies/Sermon on the Mount.

Co-Facilitators: Diane Rosendahl & Barbara Efird

This virtual adult Bible study group will meet

@ from 7:30pm until 8:30pm on Wednesday
evenings beginning on May 25th and con-
tinuing through June 22nd.

Cost: $30.00

Exodus, Part Il covers the final twenty-five
chapters of Exodus. Beginning with the inse-
curity of the desert wanderings, to encoun-
tering God on Sinai and then constructing
the tent of dwelling, God’s people learn what
it means to be part of a covenant with the
one who Ilberates and also gives the Law to guide and direct them. Book
includes commentary, study and reflection questions as well as prayers,
and access to online resources. Author Stephen J. Binz is a biblical
scholar, award-winning author, popular speaker, and pilgrimage guide. He
studied Scripture at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and Jerusalem
and has developed dozens of books and programs in biblical theology
and spirituality.

PART TWO

Facilitator: Rich Zemonek

Looking for Summer Opportunities? St

Francis of Assisi has many activities for
all age groups this summer. Look for the
opportunity that meets your needs.

We offer a variety of summer camps with
lots of different offerings in Camp Fran-
cis, faith based camps like Vacation Bible
School and Mercy Camps, preschool
aged camps in Summer Adventures,

and drama camp with Justice Theater

Project.

Our Franciscan inspiration comes
through with our summer mission
opportunities with Mission Mercy for the
high school youth, and the many family
opportunities to serve that are perfect for
summer.

Continuing faith formation is a year
around goal and St Francis gives those
opportunities to the youth in our Vacation
Bible School, Mercy Camps, St. Francis
Inn Trip, and Mission Mercy weeks.

The Assisi Community Center Gym uses
this season as a great time for a summer
athletic league. Our youth volleyball
league is open to all youth rising 3rd -9th
grade and teams will play this year in
July and August.

The Franciscan School and the St Fran-
cis of Assisi Preschool are both open in
the summer for tours, information, and
registration. Please schedule time to
check them out.
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Youth Volleyhall Summer League
Signups are NOW OPEN. The league will
run from July 11th-mid/late August with
games and practices during the week.
This league is open to Rising 3rd Grad-
ers-Rising 9th Graders of all skill levels.
For more information and to register
please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/community-life-volleyball/

Questions Please Contact: Mary.Arleth@
stfrancisraleigh.org

Youth Bhall Skills Clinic

Youth Bball Skills Clinics will take place
on Tuesday Evenings for grades 1st-8th
Graders. This program is designed for
campers to work on dribbling, passing,
rebounding, shooting and defensive drills
with Triple Threat Triumph

Tuesday Nights :
4126, 5/3, 5110, 5/17, 5/24

1st -4th graders 5:45 PM to 6:45 PM
o5th - 8th graders 7:.00 PM to 8:15 PM

Cost $20.00 each Session.

For more information and to Register
Visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
cl-youth-basketball-clinic/

Questions Please Contact:
Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org

April is National Child Abuse
Prevention Month

Did you know....that when a person is
assaulted as a child, he or she may wait
years or decades to tell another person
about it? The reasons for this vary.
Victims may want to deny the fact that
someone they trusted could do this to
them; they may want to put the abuse
behind them and move forward. They
may believe that they caused the assault
by their behavior; or they may fear how

other people will react. For more informa-

tion on learning how you can help ensure
the safety of children and how to help
them when they do not feel safe, call
1-800- CHILDREN (1-800-244-53736).

Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
(OLR) Volunteer Sign-up

We are seeking volunteers (families,
adults and youth) before and after each
Mass on the weekend of Sat., Apr

30, and Sun., May 1 to handout bags
with the Our Lady of The Rosary food
donation. The request list is attached to
the bag. All you'll have to do is report to
the Stewardship Center at your allotted
time, pick up a stack of grocery bags and
stand either at the Stewardship Center
or the main church entrance near the
breezeway to hand them out to interested
parishioners.

Additionally, we need volunteers (fam-
ilies, adults & youth) to collect and/or
load a truck with the Our Lady of The
Rosary food donations before and after
each Mass on the weekend of Sat., May
7 and Sun., May 8,2022. Five (5) people
are needed but if you want to bring more
family/friends, you are welcome to do
that. It is requested that all volunteers re-
port to the truck in our parking lot at your
allotted time, and kindly receive grocery
bags from parishioners, and place them
in the bins located in the truck.

Thank you for any help you can provide!
Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e-
0d44aeae23a5fc1-november

90+ Group Brown Bag Luncheon,
April 21.

The 50+ Group is ready to resume its
monthly social get togethers in Fellow-
ship Hall starting Wednesday, April 27,
2022 at 11:30am with a brown bag lunch
in lieu of our normal pot luck luncheon.
As you may be aware, this will be our
first Group get together at St. Francis’s
Fellowship Hall since the pandemic
started in 2020. Bring your Brown Bag
Lunch, and drink. We invite you to bring
individually wrapped desserts to share, if
you wish. Come, enjoy a meal and lively
conversation with your friends from the
50+ Group, many of whom you may not
have seen in a long time. Hope to see
you on Wednesday, April 27. If you have
any questions contact Maryellen Connel-
ly; maryellen.connelly@hotmail.com or
call/text at 919-616-8735.

Catholics
Working for
Death Penalty
Abolition

Nancy J Jones, parishioner
End-of-Life Issue Team

| never dreamt that an innocuous email
chain would start a Grassroots Catholic
Movement. But it did! Earlier this year, by
expressing my abhorrence to the death
penalty in an email — which happened to
include Deacon Joshua Klickman from
the Raleigh Diocesan Office of Human
Life & Dignity — a Catholic effort to work
for death penalty abolition in North Caro-
lina began its formation.

Won't you join Deacon Josh and me, as
we now partner with other parish leaders
in the diocese, to strengthen our Catholic
voices around this important end-of-life
issue? We are looking for others, with

a heart for this work, to join us in this
collaboration. While so many of our
parishioners faithfully write and visit with
the men on Central Prison’s Death Row,
it seems natural that this action step
could be the next one you take. Please
realize that the present moratorium can
be overturned, and those we've come to
know could then begin receiving dates
for their executions. As a pen pal myself,
these words are no easier to write than
they are to read!

Join us at our parish, on Wednesday,
April 27th, for our first in-person meet-
ing, from 10:00 to 2:00 pm. Contact
me, Nancy Jones, at prayerfulheart3@
gmail.com to let me know you want to
attend and to receive more information.
All Catholics throughout our area are
welcome!
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CALLING ALL
FOUNDERS!

Founder Families Meet by
the fireplace before 9:00

am Mass
For Questions or to RSVP please
contact
beth.guadette@stfrancisraleigh.org

Anointing of the Sick

JOIN US TUESDAY APRIL
26 DURING 9:00AM DAILY
MASS TO RECEIVE THE
SACRAMENT OF
ANOINTING. ALL ARE
WELCOME!

"0 LORD, MY GOD, I CRIED OUT
TO YOU FOR HELP AND YOU

HEALED* ME." PSALM 30:3

ARPIL 9:00AM

i)

Funerals Notices at St. Francis

Last year, 46 funeral liturgies were held at
St. Francis. Many of these funerals were for
longtime St. Francis parishioners.

When a death occurs, family members often
find it challenging to notify all of their loved
ones’ friends and acquaintances. As a result,
some of our parishioners learn of the death
only after the funeral has taken place.

Would you like to be notified by email of

all the funerals at St. Francis, as they are
scheduled? If so, please contact Joan Port at
joankport@gmail.com and include “Funeral
Notices” in the subject line.

Most people will tell you that separation and
divorce are the most painful and stressful
experiences they've ever faced. It's a con-
fusing time when you feel isolated and have
lots of questions about issues you've never
faced before. You don't have to go through
separation or divorce alone, Divorce Care is a
friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life’s most diffi-
cult experiences. Divorce Care seminars and
support groups are led by people who under-
stand what you are going through and want to
help. You'll gain access to valuable resources
to help you heal from the pain and trauma of
separation or divorce. Thousands of Divorce
Care support groups meet throughout the US,
Canada and around the world, and the group
is offered right here at Saint Francis.

The Next Series of Divorce Care will be Sep
6, 2022 — Dec 13, 2022, for more information
please contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@

yahoo.com.

Rosary Ministry

Join the Rosary Ministry on Monday April
25th at 7:30pm in the Chapel. All new and
previous members are welcome! In praying
the Rosary, we include the petitions and
intentions of our parishioners, the ministries of
our parish, and the prayers of our community
and world.
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90+ Group Brown Bag Luncheon On April 27th

The 50+Group is ready to resume it's monthly social get togethers in
Fellowship Hall starting Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at 11:30am with a
brown bag lunch in lieu of our normal pot luck luncheon. As you may
be aware, this will be our first Group get together at St. Francis’s Fel-
lowship Hall since the pandemic started in 2020. Bring your Brown
Bag Lunch, and drink. We invite you to bring individually wrapped
desserts to share, if you wish. Come, enjoy a meal and lively conver-
sation with your friends from the 50+ Group, many of whom you may
not have seen in a long time. Hope to see you on Wednesday, April
27. If you have any questions contact Maryellen Connelly; maryellen.
connelly@hotmail.com or call/text at 919-616-8735.

ST. FRANCIS TV

3 |\
FOUNDERS: ED AND DIAMME HOFFMAMN

EPISODE 16

Click image to view episode.

season of New Life

Easter reminds us of our responsibility for the earth.

Go outside and do a “noticing
journey”. Use Seek by iNaturalist
(or another plant or creature
identifier) to learn more about
what you see.

Learn the 7 themes from Laudato Si that we are to address:

+ Respond to the cry of the earth

+ Respond to the cry of the poor

+ Support ecological economies

+ Adopt simple lifestyles

+ Engage in ecological education

+ Foster ecological spiritualties

+ Encourage community engagement and participatory action

For more eco info: Stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for creation

To connect with us: stfccreation@gmail.com

Play../Pray

Play and Pray - Faith Formation

for 1-4 Year-Olds

Interested in helping the young children of our Parish
learn about God in a fun-filled, loving and educa-
tional environment? St. Francis is currently hiring
part-time staff and seeking volunteers to help with
the Play and Pray preschool faith formation program.
Held during the 9:00am Sunday Mass, our program
is geared towards children who are one-year-old
(and walking) to four years of age. We spend each
week playing and having fun with the kiddos while
teaching them faith-based lessons centered around
the weekly Gospel readings. It is truly a special hour
of Playing and Praying.

Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
for more information.

K-12 Faith Formation
Registration is open now!

Register for the 2022-2023 school year

through Realm

Registration for Cross Walk (K-5th Grades), Cross
Train (6th— 8th Grades) and Cross Road (9th-12th
Grades) is now open! To register, log into your Realm
account. Questions? Please contact Janie Hebert,
Administrative Assistant for Faith Formation at 919-
847-8205x237 or janie.hebert@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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e
Need
You

There are a number of ways to
become involved and help support
our celebration of the Mass.

As liturgy is the “work of the
people’; we are in need of liturgical

ministers in all areas.

INTEREST FORM  clickHere

Sunday. April 24 @ 10.00 am

Join us for Coffee and Donuts Sunday, April 24th following
9:00am Mass from 10:00am-11:00am in Fellowship Hall
hosted by our Knights Miniéfry.

We will continue our 40th celebration as a parish. It will be a
time to visit with fellow parishioners and to celebrate as

we continue to walk this journey of faith
together as a community dedicated fo our
Franciscan heritage. All are welcomel

Altar Server

Cross Bearer m

Eucharistic Minister |

Hospitality Minister m
Lector

Mass Coordinator m

Technical Minister H

] %% [m]

Scan for form


https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/sunday-volunteers/

s

s ey

Administrative Assistant

for Operations - Full Time

(40 hours)

This position provides outstanding
administrative support to the depart-
ments of operations, stewardship and
safe environment with tact and confi-
dentiality. The ability to multi-task in
an effective and efficient manner is
required, as this position handles a
wide variety of duties, including web-
site and database management, as
well as communications and logistical
support for events. The successful
candidate will have excellent custom-
er service skills, as well as strong
computer skill.

To apply, please email cover letter
and resume by May 9 to Trish.adam-
kowski@stfrancisraleigh.org

Safe Environment Trainers
Needed!

We are looking for volunteers in the
fields of teaching, social work, medi-
cine, law enforcement, legal (or other)
to become facilitators for our Safe
Environment Program at St. Francis.
Our facilitators provide on-site train-
ing using Diocesan guidelines. Time
commitment is approximately 3 hours
one or two times per year.

The Diocesan Office of Youth and
Protective Services works to em-
power parishes, schools, families,
and individuals to create and foster
safe and healthy environments for
children and youth. The Diocese of
Raleigh strives to support those who
have been hurt by abuse, ensure
that abuse is reported promptly and
educates the community in the hope
that abuse will be stopped. These
trainings are an important part of our
safe environment program.

To learn more or to volunteer, please
contact Trish Adamkowski (trish.
adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org) or
919-847-8205 x236.

Need to Recycle Home Electronics?

In partnership with local company “Anything with a Plug,” St. Francis is coordinat-
ing an electronic recycling event on our St. Francis campus on Thursday, April
28, 9am to 11am. We cannot accept any items before or after these hours.

Please clean out your home of unused “junk” electronics and bring them to the
pick-up location near the dumpsters at the top of the lower parking lot between
9:00am and 11:00am.

You can bring any of the following:

Computers

Kitchen appliances

Printers & copiers

Stereos

All types of cords and cables

LCD, LED, or Plasma Flat Panel TVs ONLY!
Game consoles

Batteries

Metal & plastic furniture

Cell phones

What not to bring: NO TUBE AKA CRT TVs NOR MONITORS, Projec-
tion-Style Televisions and Console/Furniture Televisions.

Recycling old electronics keeps these items with their toxic materials free from a
landfill. This is one small way we can care for God’s creation.

For any questions related to this recycling event, contact Trevor Thompson,
trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org

Care for Creation Ministry: Are you passionate about the environment? Do you
want to help our parish further our commitment to being a more ecological-mind-
ed community? Do you want to help lead ecological education programming for
parishioners? Pope Francis has asked Catholics across the globe to put together
a plan to strengthen our care of God’s creation. If you would like to help plan your
response and ours, please email stfccreation@gmail.com.
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Mike Watson, TFS Principal

“One Book, One School” at The FI’ﬂIII:ISGaII School

One Book, One School was designed to
bring an entire school together through
the enjoyment and fostering of communi-
ty that a single book can provide. Nearly
three years ago, The Franciscan School’s
literacy coordinators Julie Sperrazza and
Celina Manville decided they wanted to
bring the program to our school, creat-
ing collaboration across grade levels.
“We wanted a way to bridge literacy

and a love of learning across all the K-8
classrooms,” says Sperrazza. With the
challenges that came from COVID-19
the last two years, the program at TFS
officially launched for the 2021-2022
school year.

With the help of Tina Kollauf and Kayla
Dellinger, Sperrazza and Manville have
rolled the program out to our school with
great success. Through school fundrais-
ing, the Home and School Organization
has graciously provided a grant for the
books that were purchased. The Media
Center has been a hub for resources,
and TFS’s Art, Music, and Spanish
teachers have incorporated the books
into their classrooms through activities,
art projects, music, movement, and story-
telling. The program has helped provide
necessary skills across STREAM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Religion, Engineering,
Arts, and Math). It has given students the
unique opportunity to learn from a com-
mon resource and openly have conversa-
tions in a way the school has never done
before. And each month, the teachers try
to have a kick off and reveal of the new
book that engages the whole school.

Books that the team has chosen are
diverse and inclusive to all TFS students
so that each one can see themselves

in the characters. A few titles include:
“Giraffe Problems,” “Hair Love,” “Carl
and the Meaning of Life,” “Rosie Revere,
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Engineer,” and many more. Twice this
year, days have been dedicated to the
books so the entire school can focus

its activities on the story. The team has
thoughtfully curated a list of lessons and
activities that align STREAM and faith
principles with each book.

Beyond the goal of building a culture

of literacy, One Book, One School at
TFS has become so much more. “It has
been one powerful way to build that
sincere community that we so treasure
at TFS,” says Manville. The program has
deepened students’ understanding and
engagement in their Catholic identity and
how they live Catholic social teaching
(CST). As members of the CST commit-
tee, Sperrazza and Manville recognized
that the program provided the perfect
platform for conversations about how

we live out our faith. For example, the
CST principle for March is Care for the
Poor, and the book “A Bike Like Sergio’s”

shares a moral dilemma with the main
character that initiates deep conversa-
tions through the lens of CST. Manville
says “These are not just simple picture
books, but powerful parables that can
help us grow no matter our grade or age.

Because of its great success, TFS looks
forward to continuing and expanding the
program next year. Sperrazza shares
that One Book, One School is centered
on the idea of building a community of
readers around a shared text, and we are
excited to keep the program going next
year!”

More information on how we can support
your family’s goals for your child through
the love and support provided by our
TFS family can be found on our website
at www.franciscanschool.org or contact
Principal Mike Watson at michael.wat-
son@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director

Let the Beauty of Nature Remind You of
the Goodness of God.
B 7 b >/

Happy Easter! Hopefully, your Easter
season began joyfully last week with the
celebration of the Lord’s Resurrection.

If you attended mass at our church,
perhaps you were also able to enjoy the
beautiful grounds around our campus.
A favorite family picture spot is often over
in the fountain area outside of Anthony
Hall. Several members of the facilities
team worked hard to beautify this and
other areas in time for Easter. Not only

did these staff put forth a lot of effort, but
so did some of our preschoolers!

| have frequently written about capturing
teachable moments whenever possible at
preschool. As educators, we keep a keen
eye out for any opportunity, to reinforce

a concept/lesson to the children. This

is especially true when we can catch a
moment which offers a chance to serve
others as followers of Christ. We con-
tinually emphasize to our preschoolers
how to practice being helpful and kind

to those around us. Lent is one of those
special times in our liturgical calendar in
which we pay particular attention to how
important it is to serve others as Jesus
did.

Many times, these chances can be unex-
pected such as was the case right before
Easter when two of the facilities team
members, Mr. John & Mr. Randy, had
some extra special helpers assist them
in “sprinkling” bits of mulch into one of
the garden beds near the fountain. The
2-year old Busy Bees lent a hand to help
make the area beautiful for Easter and
the spring. Everyone grabbed a handful
of mulch and spread it in a small section.
Although there were many dirty hands

and some misplaced mulch (thank you,
Mr. John and Mr. Randy, for cleaning

up for us), the mission was successful!
The 3-year old Puppiess had a similar
opportunity when their teacher shared
some of her plants from home and had
her students pot them to decorate the
fountain area. It was all hands on deck
as there was much wonderful work to be
done!

Not only did both of these offer moments
for the children to feel proud about the
work that they accomplished but also

to feel good in the knowledge that they
were helpers in making the area beautiful
for the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrec-
tion! May opportunities such as these
instill in our children’s hearts a yearning
to follow Christ and partake in moments
throughout their lives where they act

as the hands and feet of our Lord and
Savior

Join our preschool for the 2022-2023
school year, please visit our website

at: preschoolatstfrancis.com or contact
Shelley Freeman at: shelley.freeman@
stfrancisraleigh.org
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Happy Birthday to St. Francis of Assisi
Parish! We were founded April 25, 1982
which means that St. Francis of Assisi
Parish is 40 years old. As | was prepar-
ing to write this column, | realized that
Founders Day isn't just about the parish.
It's about the people of the parish, too.
Every time we welcome a person or a
family to the parish, they are experiencing
their own personal Founders Day with St.
Francis.

| arrived at St. Francis of Assisi in Octo-
ber 1988 with my family as new parishio-
ners when we moved to Raleigh, NC. My
parents came to St. Francis of Assisi and
immediately felt the warm and welcoming
environment they wanted for their family.
They felt connected to the other parish-
ioners and also to the friars themselves.
Over the years our priests have contin-
ued to relate real life situations to the
gospel.
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When | returned to St. Francis after
college, I still felt the same spirit of
welcome. In my time away | realized the
Franciscan Spirit that had been instilled
in me when | was a child was still pulling
me back to St. Francis even though |
lived 30 minutes away. Now I'm raising
my son in the same Franciscan Com-
munity | grew up in, and these same
welcoming spirit and Franciscan values
are what | hope will keep my son involved
and a part of the parish for years to come
as well.

Just like the people of the parish, The
Catholic Community of St. Francis of
Assisi has grown and changed. None
of us looks like we once did! And over
the years we've worked and celebrated
together as we shared picnics, sold
Christmas trees, shared Sack Suppers
with the Saints and now my son is

Ashley Watson, Coordinator of Community Programs

making memories at FrancisFest, TFS,
Sunday Coffee and Donuts and such
much more. My hope is that, like me the
memories and values he learns here at
St. Francis he stays involved for years
to come — whether he’s at St. Francis or
another parish.

| would like to invite you to share your
feelings, hopes and experiences from
your personal Founders Day of joining
the St. Francis of Assisi Parish. You can
share these stories and experiences
with your family or friends or reach out
and share them with me. And we love
pictures!

So from one parishioner to another,

I'm glad we found St. Francis of Assisi
parish. | hope we get to welcome many
more!



JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES

Trevor Thompson, Director, Office of Justice and Peace

Join an Ecumenical Delegation
to the US/Mexico Border

There is much in the news about refugees, migrants,
and immigration laws, and our US Catholic Bishops have
continued to speak out for the necessity of comprehen-
sive immigration reform, pastoral and dignified care of
migrants, and the enforcement of immigration laws in
ways that are targeted, safe, orderly, proportional, and
humane. Our southern border with Mexico draws a great
deal of the attention. Given our distance from the border,
it is often difficult to get a real sense of the dynamics at
play. To address this, we are lifting up an opportunity to
make a delegation to the US/Mexico border as part of an
ecumenical effort in Raleigh.

Gail Phares, long-time St. Francis parishioner, communi-
ty organizer, and co-founder of an organization dedicated
to human rights in Latin America will lead a trip to the
US-Mexico border August 14-24, 2022. This will be a
wonderful immersive opportunity for participants to get
to know the faces of migration and the dynamics of the
border and stand in solidarity in prayer and ministry with
immigrants.

On this trip, delegates will travel to sister cities on

the US-Mexico Border, Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mex-
ico, and Douglas, Arizona, USA, with organization
Frontera de Cristo.

The delegation will....

- meet with immigrants to learn about migra-
tion from directly affected communities

- gointo the desert to commemorate sites
where migrants have died while crossing the
desert

- participate in opportunities to advocate for
immigration reform

The cost is $1000 per person, plus airfare.
Contact Trevor Thompson, trevor.thompson@

stfrancisraleigh.org for more information or to
apply to go on this trip.
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JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
By Ann Bingham

Last year a mother with four children at home lost a son to
gun violence in her neighborhood. She wanted to move to
protect her other three children but because of Covid, had
to stay home with them and was unable to work.

She has begun working part-time and has saved enough
for the deposit and part of the first month’s rent at an apart-
ment in a safer part of town. St. Vincent de Paul was able
to help her pay the remainder of the rent, so she was able
to move in that same day.

SVdP is able to assist those who are in need because of
volunteers like the parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi.
Besides providing money for rental and utility payment
assistance, SVAP is able to refer neighbors to agencies that
can also help.

SVdP needs a volunteer to help research. If you feel called
to help the poor from the comfort of your own home,
consider volunteering with St. Vincent de Paul. We need a
second person to update our list of helping agencies.

We focus on providing short term help for families in the
area. Most of our cases are the working poor, families who
can pay their bills until they get an unexpected situation — a
funeral out of town, a car needing service, a sickness. And
then they need help making their rent that month.

We try to provide a bit of money in the situations above, but
we also provide updated lists of resources — how to get in
touch with Legal Aid, where to find other help with utilities,
which food banks are in their area, etc.

We need someone willing to update these lists by checking
websites and calling phone numbers. Familiarity with Goo-
gle docs is helpful but not necessary. On-the-job training
available!

What a wonderful way to help people while staying at
home.

If you can assist, contact Ann Bingham at stfranciss-
vdp4444@gmail.com
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SFA Habitat for Habitat
Spring Building Day
May1

There’s something really meaningful about picking
up a hammer and nail and building a home with
Habitat for Humanity. Through Habitat, we partner
with a first-time home owner and a number of other
local faith congregations, and we build a brand new
and affordable home in Wake County. In October,
15 parishioners worked together with scores of oth-
ers on a site in Apex. This spring, on Saturday May
7th, we have another opportunity to work again.
We are inviting you to join us! The commitment is
8:15 to 3:30pm, and we provide lunch! No building
experience necessary. Jobs for everyone.

If you are interested in signing up, go directly to
Habitat sign-up: https:/habitatwake.volunteerhub.
com/Ip/fallapostlesbuild/

Or contact our ministry leader Jeremy Roca at
jeremyjroca@gmail.com
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HOLY WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS

EASTER VIGIL

Photo: Jonathan Vanegas Calderon

Photo: Diogenes Ruiz
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To him all the prophets bear witness,
that everyone who believes in him
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.

— Acts 10:43

LRI:I\LA\“()\’ SOCIETY OF THE CAROLINAS
CAPITAL FUNERAL HOME /-}
2205 E. Millbrook Road, Raleigh, NC 27604
Serving the Triangle area for burials and cremations since 1974,
Visit our websites: www.CremationSocietyNC.com ¢ www.CapitalFuneralHomeNC.com
Phone: (919) 571-3300 « Fax: (919) 877-0207
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