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| noted in last week’s column that Bishop
Zarama has lifted the dispensation
(exemption) to Sunday Mass he granted
two years ago at the beginning of the
pandemic. It becomes effective today,
Easter Sunday. Some inquiries have
been made about this so | will use this
week’s column to address those inqui-
ries. | will proceed in the following ways:
1) why “Do This in Memory of Me” on
Sunday is so important for Catholics; 2)
limitations of virtual worship in light of
this; and 3) circumstances that warrant
virtual worship.

Today, Easter Sunday, the most import-
ant feast of the Christian Church, is a
particularly appropriate Sunday to restore
the call to weekly Sunday worship. We
have been in bizarre circumstances for
two years with the coronavirus and are
now moving from it being a pandemic to
an endemic. Little by little, people have
been returning to weekend worship at St.
Francis. It is an edifying experience for
me to see our numbers coming back and
many have commented how powerful
their first time back in a long time has
been for them, some expressing them-
selves with joyful tears.

Why is a weekly experience of Sunday
worship so important that the bishop
would restore it as a normative experi-
ence for us? There are many reasons
but allow me to focus it this way. To

be a human who believes in God is to
worship God, the created worshiping the
Creator. Our life is a gift from God and

the natural response to such a gift is to
give thanks to the One who gave it to us.
Every moment of our existence is a gift
of the Creator, an existence that lasts for
an eternity and that, because of Jesus
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary, makes it
possible for us to experience that exis-
tence in joy and ecstasy both here, albeit
in a limited way, and fully in eternity.

To give thanks is what “Eucharist” means
and the Church asks us to come each
Sunday to give thanks in what is known
as the Eucharistic Liturgy (a.k.a., the
Mass). What we do is called “liturgy,” a
word that means “the work of the peo-
ple.” As a community of believers gath-
ered to give thanks to God, we worship
as a body and express our thanksgiving
to God communally, culminating in the
reception of the same Christ who died
and rose again from the dead in Holy
Communion and being sent forth to bring
Good News to others by the witness of
our lives. Doing this in person, especially
worshiping in solidarity as a corporate
body in prayer and receiving the Holy
Eucharist, is intrinsic to our identity as the
People of God. Because the complexity
of life can lead us to forget what we have
been given, the command of Jesus to
‘Do this (celebrating the Eucharist) in
memory of me” is important. It helps us
so we don't become amnesiacs about
who we are and what has been given to
us in Jesus Christ.

While we have been in a pandemic and
necessarily needed to participate in

.', “Do This in Memory of Me”

worship virtually, this two-dimensionality
is not the same as being in the presence
of a praying community, experiencing
worship in a three-dimensional world. It's
analogous to watching a cooking show
on TV where we watch someone prepare
a dish and eat it to actually eating the
food we ourselves have cooked. Watch-
ing worship removes us from the full
experience. While necessary during a
pandemic for safety, it is not the same as
worshiping in person and with others.

Having said this, there are some for
whom in-person worship is not possible
or prudent. The Church has always

been sensitive to this by not calling such
people to in-person worship, chief among
them the elderly, those lacking transpor-
tation or the ability to bring themselves to
church, those who are infirm, and in cur-
rent circumstances, those whose health
may be jeopardized by being around
other people in crowded places such as
a church. In these circumstances, staying
home and watching Mass is the correct
thing to do.

We are excited to see more and more
people returning to in-person worship at
St. Francis. We will continue to lives-
tream our 9:00am Sunday Mass for
those who want to worship God but have
made a prudential decision to remain at
home or who simply cannot come. We
will also continue to keep a section of
the church as a “mask-required” zone for
the foreseeable future for those who feel
comfortable worshiping while wearing
one.

Fr. Michael

The parish office will be closed Monday, April 18.



2021 Contributions are
finalized in Realm under the
giving tab. Click on the funnel.
Change the filter to "last year"
and click the button filter. In order
to access Realm you must set
up your account first. If you have
any questions about Realm visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
realm/.

Any question please email Toni,
Toni.hammes@stfrancisraleigh.

org.

April 17 Easter
April 17 Priest Welfare & Retirement
April 24 Weekly

You can mail your contribution to us at:

St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road
Raleigh, NC 27613

You can give online through:

FAITH DIRECT

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

Additional Online Giving Methods:
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR
APRIL 16 TO APRIL 24

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday April 16, 2022
Saturday, 8:30pm

+Digna Martinez Caraballo and +Modesto Garcia

Requested by Carla Abreu-Garcia

Sunday April 17, 2022
Sunday, 6:00
+Fernando Bernal
Requested by Lucela Bernal

Sunday, 7:15
+Erlinda G. Saballa
Requested by Julita Lacuesta

Sunday, 9:00 Church
+Gilbert Mundela
Requested by Beatrice Bukasa

Sunday, 9:.00 Gym
+Jacek Wawrzyniak
Requested by Natalia Isenberg

Sunday, 11:45AM
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday April 18, 9AM
+Reynaldo Bitong
Requested by The Ferrer Family

Tuesday April 19, 9AM
+Vincent E. Clark Sr.
Requested by Maureen Maingi

Wednesday April 20, 9AM
+Paul Headley
Requested by Rosemaria Sancherico

Thursday April 21, 9AM
+Mary Ellen Koch
Requested by Monica Andrews

Friday April 22, 9AM
+Donald James Gingerella
Requested by Donna Gingerella

Saturday April 23, 2022
Saturday, 5:30
+Ernest Daniels
Requested by Kathy Richard

Sunday April 24, 2022
Sunday, 7:15
+Thomas Lowery
Requested by Vanessa Fleischmann

Sunday, 9:00
+Robert O'Keefe
Requested by Margaret O’Keefe

Sunday, 11:45AM
+Roy Roberts
Requested by Lisa Roberts

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(i) Daniel Maldonado
Requested by Msgr. Clay
Health & Wellness

(ily Clarence Dordulaw
Requested by Veneriches Dordulaw
Health & Wellness

(illy Jim Coolbaugh
Requested by Kathleen Coolbaugh
Health & Wellness

(i) Naomi Zucker
Requested by Donna Gingerella
Health & Wellness

+Emmaline Carlos
Requested by Ceferino Gonzalez
Remembrance

+Ann Reid
Requested by Kathleen Owen
Remembrance

One of the spiritual works of mercy
is to pray for the living and the
dead. Requesting a Mass is a most
wonderful way to exercise this spir-
itual work of mercy. Our register for
Mass intentions is open. You may
make your request(s) by going to
our website (https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/)
or by calling the parish office at
919-847-8205 during normal
business hours M-F.
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Kaylie Kirstein Grace Bindon
Receiving the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation
this Easter Vigil on April 16
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Bryan Zack Judy Voung Krystal Howard Timothy Olson

(Those receiving instruction in the Christian faith in order to be baptized)

Ashley Qualkenbush Erika Davenport ~ Eyram Klu Stephanie Troche William Noblitt John Price Eva Mitalova
(Those who have been baptized in the Christian faith and are seeking full communion in the Catholic Church)

Bella Nesbeth Charlee Halphen Cici Nesbeth | Mia'"l;lfesbeth Sasha Duncan
(Baptized Catholics preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation)



Looking for Summer Opportunities? St
Francis of Assisi has summer activities
for all age groups and is sure to have an
activity to suit your needs. Take a look!

Faith Formation is a year-round goal at
St. Francis of Assisi. In addition to fall
faith formation sessions, we also offer

many popular options during the summer.

Vacation Bible School (for children in
PreK through rising 9th grades), Mercy
Camp (for rising 6th graders through
rising freshmen in college), St. Francis
Inn Mission Trip (for rising 11th graders
through rising freshmen in college) and
Mission Mercy (for rising 10th graders
through rising freshmen in college).

The Assisi Community Center Sum-
mer Camp Program is designed to
support the mission of the Catholic
Community of St. Francis of Assisi

and the Community Life ministry within
our parish. We strive to inspire growth
opportunities, offer support, encourage
participation, and safeguard the envi-
ronment as we build our summer family.
Our program enables our community

to renew the spirit within, maintain the
physical body and grow in mind through
offerings of quality recreational educa-
tional and spiritual activities held in our
exceptional facilities and on our beautiful
grounds. Camp Francis, Summer Adven-
tures and Justice Theater Project.

The Franciscan School and St Francis of

Youth Soccer Skills Camp: These skills

Assisi Preschool remain open throughout
the summer and are happy to offer tours,
information, and assistance with regis-
tration.

To learn more about The Franciscan
School (TFS), visit: https://www.francis-
canschool.org/ or call: 919.534.4837. You
can also email TFS here: admissions@
franciscanschool.org.

Visit St. Francis of Assisi Preschool to
learn more or call: (919) 534-4849.

Summer Family Service Opportunities:
With many service opportunities to
choose from, you're sure to find some-
thing that will suit your family’s interests,
gifts and schedule. Whether you're
serving meals, offering hospitality to

the homeless or helping to nurture and
harvest food in our community garden,
there’s likely an available option that will
satisfy your soul and also fit your family’s
lifestyle and interests. Many opportuni-
ties offered are “kid-friendly” and offer a
perfect way for families of school-aged
children to spend time together over the
summer while also serving the commu-
nity. If you have questions, or would like
to discuss which ministry may be right for
you and your family, please click here:
opportunities to serve or call (919) 848-
8205, ext. 270.

Youth Volleyball Summer League:
Registration is NOW OPEN! Our youth
volleyball league is open to rising 3rd
-9th graders of all skill levels. The league
runs from July 11th-mid/late August with
games and practices each week.

For more information or to register visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/commu-
nity-life-volleyball/

Questions Please Contact: Mary.Arleth@
stfrancisraleigh.org

sessions focus on teaching players funda-
mental key skills necessary for success
during team play. Sessions introduce proper
dribbling technique, how to skillfully elude
defenders and ball striking. Training ses-
sions gradually increase pressure and allow
players to familiarize themselves with those
techniques before playing games that then
draw out the sessions' topic. Youth Soccer
Skills Camp is run by Coerver Premier.
Sessions are held on the TFS Athletics
Field.

Cost Per Session:

$35.00 each Session or $130 for all 4 dates
for the same child.

Soccer Camp Dates:

Monday-Thursday: April 19, April 20, April
21, April 22

Soccer Camp Times:
Group 1
2nd - 3rd graders 10:00 AM 12:20 PM

Group 2
4th -6th graders 10:00 AM 12:20 PM

For more Information or to register, visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/youth-soc-

cer-skills-camp/
Questions? Contact: Mary.Arleth@stfran-

cisraleigh.org

Youth Basketball Skills Clinics: Youth
Basketball Skills Clinics are open to rising
1st through 8th graders of all skill levels.
Different age level groups meet at dif-
ferent times every Tuesday evening and
help campers work on dribbling, passing,
rebounding, shooting and participate in
defensive drills with Triple Threat Triumph.

Cost per Session: $20.00 each Session.

Clinic Dates:
April 26, May 3, May 10, May 17, May 24

Clinic Times:
1st-4th graders: 5:45 PM to 6:45 PM
5th-8th graders: 7:00 PM to 8:15 PM

For more information or to register vis-

it: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
cl-youth-basketball-clinic/. Questions?
Contact: Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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Original Church

. Dedicated Oct. 9 W

" 'New Church | DedicatedJune 16,1996

40TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

"Eight hundred years after Francis heard God'’s call to rebuild his church,

a people called upon their bishop to build a new parish. And that's exactly what
happened.” ~ Parish History of St. Francis of Assisi.
Join us on Friday, April 22 from 5:30pm to 8:00pm to celebrate 40 years of
our parish. We will have music, games, magic tricks, kids activities, and more.
Order your pizza online through Realm.

Questions? Contact: Beth.Gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org

Father Face Off ~ Jammin' with Jim &Jesus  MC | Kathy Sales Cong's Magic Tricks Photos with Fr. Jim

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 @ 5:30 PM

Click here to sign up as a Founders Day volunteer.
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CALLING ALL
FOUNDERS!

Founder Families Meet by
the fireplace before 9:00

am Mass
For Questions or to RSVP please
contact
beth.guadette@stfrancisraleigh.org

Anointing of the Sick

JOIN US TUESDAY APRIL
26 DURING 9:00AM DAILY
MASS TO RECEIVE THE
SACRAMENT OF
ANOINTING. ALL ARE
WELCOME!

"O LORD, MY GOD, I CRIED OUT
TO YOU FOR HELP AND YOU

HEALED* ME." PSALM 30:3

Funerals Notices at St. Francis

Last year, 46 funeral liturgies were held at
St. Francis. Many of these funerals were for
longtime St. Francis parishioners.

When a death occurs, family members often
find it challenging to notify all of their loved
ones’ friends and acquaintances. As a result,
some of our parishioners learn of the death
only after the funeral has taken place.

Would you like to be notified by email of

all the funerals at St. Francis, as they are
scheduled? If so, please contact Joan Port at
joankport@gmail.com and include “Funeral
Notices” in the subject line.

Most people will tell you that separation and
divorce are the most painful and stressful
experiences they've ever faced. It's a con-
fusing time when you feel isolated and have
lots of questions about issues you've never
faced before. You don't have to go through
separation or divorce alone, Divorce Care is a
friendly, caring group of people who will walk
alongside you through one of life’s most diffi-
cult experiences. Divorce Care seminars and
support groups are led by people who under-
stand what you are going through and want to
help. You'll gain access to valuable resources
to help you heal from the pain and trauma of
separation or divorce. Thousands of Divorce
Care support groups meet throughout the US,
Canada and around the world, and the group
is offered right here at Saint Francis.

The Next Series of Divorce Care will be Sep
6, 2022 — Dec 13, 2022, for more information
please contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@

yahoo.com.

Join the Rosary Ministry on Monday April
25th at 7:30pm in the Chapel. All new and
previous members are welcome! In praying
the Rosary, we include the petitions and
intentions of our parishioners, the ministries of
our parish, and the prayers of our community
and world.
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Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive (OLR) Volunteer Sign-up

We are seeking volunteers (families, adults & youth) before and
after each mass on the weekend of Sat., Apr 30, and Sun., May 1

to handout bags with the Our Lady of The Rosary food donation.
The request lists is attached to the bag. All you'll have to do is report
to the Stewardship Center at your allotted time, pick up a stack of
grocery bags and stand either at the Stewardship Center or the main
church entrance near the breezeway to hand them out to interested
parishioners.

Additionally, we need volunteers (families, adults & youth) to collect
and/or load a truck with the Our Lady of The Rosary food donations
before and after each mass on the weekend of Sat., May 7 and Sun.,
May 8,2022.

Five (5) people are needed but if you want to bring more family/
friends, you are welcome to do that. It is requested that all volunteers
report to the truck in our parking lot at your allotted time, and kindly
receive grocery bags from parishioners, and place them in the bins
located in the truck.

Thank you for any help you can provide! Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44aeae23a5fc1-november

90+ Group Brown Bag Luncheon On April 27th

The 50+Group is ready to resume it's monthly social get togethers

in Fellowship Hall starting Wednesday, April 27th, 2022 @ 11:30am
with a brown bag lunch in lieu of our normal pot luck luncheon. As
you may be aware, this will be our first Group get together at St.
Francis’s Fellowship Hall since the pandemic started in 2020. Bring
your Brown Bag Lunch, and drink. We invite you to bring individually
wrapped desserts to share, if you wish. Come, enjoy a meal and live-
ly conversation with your friends from the 50+ Group, many of whom
you may not have seen in a long time. Hope to see you on Wednes-
day, April 27th! If you have any questions contact Maryellen Connelly;
maryellen.connelly@hotmail.com or call/text at 919-616-8735.
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Play../Pray

Play and Pray - Faith Formation

for 1-4 Year-Olds

Interested in helping the young children of our Parish
learn about God in a fun-filled, loving and educa-
tional environment? St. Francis is currently hiring
part-time staff and seeking volunteers to help with
the Play and Pray preschool faith formation program.
Held during the 9:00am Sunday Mass, our program
is geared towards children who are one-year-old
(and walking) to four years of age. We spend each
week playing and having fun with the kiddos while
teaching them faith-based lessons centered around
the weekly Gospel readings. It is truly a special hour
of Playing and Praying.

Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
for more information.

K-12 Faith Formation
Registration is open now!

g

GRAVES K-5  GRADES 6-8  GRADES9-iz

Register for the 2022-2023 school year
through Realm

Registration for Fall Faith Formation
Classes is Open!

Registration for Cross Walk (K-5th Grades), Cross
Train (6th— 8th Grades) and Cross Road (9th-12th
Grades) is now open! To register, log into your Realm
account. Questions? Please contact Janie Hebert,
Administrative Assistant for Faith Formation at 919-
847-8205x237 or janie.hebert@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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Need
You

There are a number of ways to
become involved and help support
our celebration of the Mass.

As liturgy is the "work of the
people’; we are in need of liturgical

ministers in all areas.

INTEREST FORM click Here

Sunday, April 24 @ 10.00 am

Join us for Coffee and Donuts Sunday, April 24th following
9:00am Mass from 10:00am-11:00am in Fellowship Hall
hosted by our Knights Miniéfry.

We will continue our 40th celebration as o parish. It will be a
time to visit with fellow parishioners and fo celebrate as

we continue to walk this journey of faith
together as a community dedicated fo our
Franciscan heritage. All are welcomel

Altar Server B

Cross Bearer m

Eucharistic Minister m

Hospitality Minister m
Lector

Mass Coordinator m

Technical Minister B

[m] %% [m]

Scan for form


https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/sunday-volunteers/

April is National Child Abuse
Prevention Month

Did you know....that when a person is
assaulted as a child, he or she may wait
years or decades to tell another person
about it? The reasons for this vary.
Victims may want to deny the fact that
someone they trusted could do this to
them; they may want to put the abuse
behind them and move forward. They
may believe that they caused the assault
by their behavior; or they may fear how
other people will react. For more informa-
tion on learning how you can help ensure
the safety of children and how to help
them when they do not feel safe, call
1-800- CHILDREN (1-800-244-53736).

Safe Environment Trainers Needed!
We are looking for volunteers in the fields
of teaching, social work, medicine, law
enforcement, legal (or other) to become
facilitators for our Safe Environment
Program at St. Francis. Our facilitators
provide on-site training using Diocesan
guidelines. Time commitment is approxi-
mately 3 hours one or two times per year.

The Diocesan Office of Youth and
Protective Services works to empower
parishes, schools, families, and individu-
als to create and foster safe and healthy
environments for children and youth.

The Diocese of Raleigh strives to support
those who have been hurt by abuse, en-
sure that abuse is reported promptly and
educates the community in the hope that
abuse will be stopped. These trainings
are an important part of our safe environ-
ment program.

To learn more or to volunteer, please
contact Trish Adamkowski (trish.adam-
kowski@stfrancisraleigh.org) or
919-847-8205 x236.
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Two weeks ago, our clergy Msgr. Michael Clay and Fr. Jairo Maldanado,

as well as Trevor Thompson, Director of the Office of Justice and Peace,
attended an inaugural Inter-Community Seder coordinated by the Jewish
Community Relations Council of The Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary.
Almost 100 people from over 20 different community organizations were
present. The Passover seder was used as a framework for discussing
shared values, sharing family traditions, and brainstorming how we can make
Raleigh a better place. Pictured here are our pastor, Msgr. Michael Clay and
Judah Segal, Chair of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC).

1
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

May the beauty and hope of the Resurrection be with you always!

On behalf of our staff and students at preschool, we wish you a joyous Easter!




EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Mike Watson, TFS Principal
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As we embrace our Easter celebration
of Christ’s sacrifice at TFS, we always

remember that God loves each of us indi-

vidually and completely! We continue to
be thankful for the wondrous year we are
experiencing, especially these past few
weeks during Lent! We were fortunate to
be able to come back at the end of this
past summer to a school year that, while
different and certainly not “normal’, was
still a much better school experience for
our families and students. It has been
another year where we can appreciate all
we have and look at every day as a gift,
especially as we continue to, each day,
return to a more familiar life. We do not
always appreciate the gift of perspective
that has been given to us over the past
two years, but we are thankful we are
able to look back now with that appreci-
ation on this Lent as we opened up even
more while disease faded! Many still suf-
fer, from disease and war, and we always
keep this in mind while celebrating the
joy of this season.

Ep

-

During this celebration of Easter and the
Resurrection, we consider the Pope’s
Lenten message for this year: “Let us ask
God to give us the patient perseverance
of the farmer and to persevere in doing
good, one step at a time,” and to know
that “the soil is prepared by fasting, wa-
tered by prayer and enriched by charity.
Let us not grow tired of doing good in
active charity towards our neighbor,”
giving joyfully and generously to others,
especially those in most need.” Our life
in Christ will certainly have no end, as life
renews all around us, both in nature and
in our Faith’s observance of Easter, we
are filled faith and look forward to being
of service to others in our lives. The joy
of being able to be here for our families,
students, faculty and staff, as well as the
larger community we embrace in service,
and experience all that this year, despite
the concerns, has given us! We are
thankful for moving through the difficult
times and know that even better times

are ahead. Our future is bright, and we
have the optimism of Easter to guide us
forward and sustain us on the remainder
of this journey back from the past two
years of challenge and struggle.

We continue to stay strong, work hard,
and look forward to the completion of
another successful year at The Francis-
can School with the hope that we can
continue the inexorable return to nor-
malcy! Do you want to learn more about
how an educational experience at The
Franciscan School prepares our students
to embrace their Faith, succeed academ-
ically, and live in service to others? More
information on how we can support your
family’s goals for your child through the
love and support provided by our TFS
family can be found on our website at
www.franciscanschool.org or contact
Principal Mike Watson at michael.wat-
son@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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Walking in Solidarity, Works of Mercy with Migrants,
Prisoners, and People Experiencing Homelessness

By Trevor Thompson, Director, Office of Justice and Peace

j— N

In the Office of Justice and Peace, we provide coordination for opportunities for St. Francis parishioners to live
our Gospel call to love God and neighbor in the wider community of Raleigh and beyond.

There are three upcoming opportunities we wanted to spotlight as we move into the Easter season.

Migrant Ministry

For many years, St. Francis parishioners have been ministering
to migrant farm workers in Franklin County. We pick the farm
workers up on Sunday in their camps and transport them to
and from Mass at Our Lady of Rosary in the town of Louisburg.
We also share a fiesta meal with them once a month, and

we periodically take them to the store so they can buy some
basic supplies. In all that we do, despite the language and
cultural barriers that divide us, we share the love of Christ who
sought out the marginalized of his time and walked with them
in mercy and solidarity. It is also our prayer that you learn more
about immigration, migration, and agriculture in North Carolina
through this experience. We begin this ministry season in June
and continues through September. Volunteer drivers needed
every Sunday. Spanish helpful but not required. To sign-up

to be part of this ministry, go to this sign-up link https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/30e044caaa723a5fe3-stfrancis2.

Prison Pen Pal Ministry

St. Francis Parish has an active Prison Pen Pal Ministry. Cur-
rently we have about sixty-five parishioners writing to men on
NC’s death row, but we need more. Would you be interested?
These men are isolated, and many times a letter from a pen
pal is one of few links to the outside world. As a pen pal, you
would not be alone in this journey. There is a leadership team
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for the ministry to provide you with information and encourage-
ment. We also hold meetings when members get together to
share ideas, listen to guest speakers, and socialize. For more
information, contact us at sfapenpal@gmail.com or join us
in-person at our next Prison Pen Pal Ministry Meeting at 6:30pm
in the Anthony Hall Founders Room on Monday, May 2.

Support Circle for Homeless Families

For a number of years now, St. Francis has partnered with
Catholic Charities to help transition homeless families to stability
through a program called Family Support Circles. This ministry
allows parishioners to come together as a team to develop
relationships with a homeless family over a period of a year.

The objectives are to support the family through difficult times
by helping with needed resources and skills, empowering them
to move toward greater financial security and achieve overall
stability. To the best of our abilities, we will nurture their financial,
social, emotional and spiritual growth. We are starting another
Support Circle this spring. If you are interested in helping as part
of our team, we are hosting an info session to learn more on
April 27th, 7:00pm in Padua Room on the campus of St. Francis.
To sign up for this info session, go to https:/bit.ly/SFAsupport-
circle or contact Tom and Janine Costello at mailto: saintfran-
cisfsc@gmail.com.
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JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES

by St. Francis parishioner Pam James

Season of New Life

Lent reminds us of our responsibility for the earth.
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Visit the St. Ignatius of Loyola Prayer Garden on
the St. Francis grounds and follow the prayer and
contemplation guide provided provided by the QR code.

Get in touch with the earth.

Take photos of a natural object from 10 different angles.

Check out one or more of the 33 farms open for tours

More tips at: Stfrancisraleigh.org/care for creation

by St. Francis parishioner Pam James
Our Lenten preparation for Easter
encouraged us to look at how we can live
better lives. Spring reminds of the new
birth of our earth each year. And now
Easter invites us to act out God’s joy-filled
vision for us and all of creation.

Pope Francis has called us, in his 2015
major teaching document Laudato si' to
walk the path of environmental and social
respect and justice by heeding the cry of
the earth and of the poor. The UN Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) has suggested that urgent chang-
es are needed in order to cut the growing
risks of extreme heat, drought, floods
and poverty as a result of our unsustain-
able lifestyles, business practices, and
non-renewable energy use. Some have
suggested that we might have less than
10 years to address climate change be-

April 23-24. Sign up at bit.ly/spfmtr

questions? - Stfccreation@amail.com

fore we experience catastrophic results.
In light of this, Pope Francis is asking us,
as both individuals and institutions, to
commit to changing our lives for the bet-
terment of the earth and her inhabitants.
He has launched the “Laudato si’ Action
Platform” which you will hear more about
soon and can read here.

The parish Care for Creation Ministry

is seeking to meet this call from Pope
Francis in a multitude of ways, both in our
daily lives and through various groups
and projects. Our work is evidenced in
Community Garden, our recent installa-
tion of campus solar panels and bird-
houses around campus (six of which now
have occupants!) and the beginning of
this year's Community Support Agricul-
ture (CSA) vegetable market. We feel we
need to do more.

Our goal is to encourage and assist
individual parishioners, as well as every
organization of our parish, in the imple-
mentation of immediate and long-term
action plans. To that end, we would love
to hear from our community about parish-
ioners’ level of personal commitment. We
would like to hear about your particular
environmental passion and help you pur-
sue it. We would like to hear your ideas
for projects and improvements that you
would like to help the parish achieve.

Please visit our website (stfrancisraleigh.
org/care_for_creation) for a link to Lau-
dato Si (inside “Pope Francis’ Laudato Si”
tab) and very practical suggestions for
living more gently on our earth. Or con-
tact us at stfccreation@gmail.com with
your questions/comments or to volunteer.
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JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES

Join an Ecumenical Delegation
to the US/Mexico Border

There is much in the news about refugees, migrants, and immigration laws,
and our US Catholic Bishops have continued to speak out for the necessity

of comprehensive immigration reform, pastoral and dignified care of migrants,
and the enforcement of immigration laws in ways that are targeted, safe, order-
ly, proportional, and humane. Our southern border with Mexico draws a great
deal of the attention. Given our distance from the border, it is often difficult

to get a real sense of the dynamics at play. To address this, we are lifting up
an opportunity to make a delegation to the US/Mexico border as part of an
ecumenical effort in Raleigh.

Gail Phares, long-time St. Francis parishioner, community organizer, and
co-founder of an organization dedicated to human rights in Latin America will
lead a trip to the US-Mexico border August 14-24, 2022. This will be a wonder-
ful immersive opportunity for participants to get to know the faces of migration
and the dynamics of the border and stand in solidarity in prayer and ministry
with immigrants.

On this trip, delegates will travel to sister cities on the US-Mexico Border, Agua
Prieta, Sonora, Mexico, and Douglas, Arizona, USA, with organization Frontera
de Cristo.

The delegation will....

- meet with immigrants to learn about migration from directly affected com-
munities

- go into the desert to commemorate sites where migrants have died while
crossing the desert

- participate in opportunities to advocate for immigration reform
The cost is $1000 per person, plus airfare.

Contact Trevor Thompson, trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org for more
information or to apply to go on this trip.

=
=P

Employment
Opportunities

Coordinator of High School and
Young Adult Ministry - Full Time

We are seeking a passionate, dynam-
ic individual, to lead our formation
program serving youth in grades 9
through 12 and our vibrant ministry
for young adults. The coordinator will
develop and implement programs
using contemporary Catholic evange-
lization and catechetical approaches.
The successful applicant will have

a bachelor’s degree with strong
relational, communication, organiza-
tional, and leadership skills. An added
plus is an understanding in the fields
of evangelization and contemporary
approaches to catechesis as well as
experience with youth/young adult
ministry. The Coordinator collaborates
with the Formation team in building
on the parish’s longstanding history
of bringing baptismal and ministerial
priesthood together in the collabora-
tive vision of Vatican II.

Applicants should submit a résumé
with a cover letter, and three referenc-
es to: Search.Committee@stfrancis-

raleigh.org.
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JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES

o

1 h

e Jaﬁ

iii E-“
.

.. -
et o

There’s something really meaningful about picking up a hammer and nail and building a home with Habitat for Humanity.
Through Habitat, we partner with a first-time home owner and a number of other local faith congregations, and we build a
brand new and affordable home in Wake County. In October, 15 parishioners worked together with scores of others on a site
in Apex. This spring, on Saturday May 7th, we have another opportunity to work again. We are inviting you to join us! The
commitment is 8:15 to 3:30pm, and we provide lunch! No building experience necessary. Jobs for everyone.

If you are interested in signing up, go directly to Habitat sign-up: https:/habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/Ip/fallapostlesbuild/
Or contact our ministry leader Jeremy Roca at jeremyjroca@gmail.com
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Please check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is
held in a virtual format or in-person.

AR Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings
have been cancelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one,
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.

Riways God's Children: Always God's Children: Meets on the
second Sunday of the month. A support group for LGBTQ+ people and
family and friends. To receive an invite to the online meeting, contact
Beth Gaudette 847-8205x241.

Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym.

Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact

the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.
Alizheimer's/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:

The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm in Laverna.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.

Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am.

Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.

Divorce Gare: Divorce Care — Our next session will begin meeting
from February 1 to May 3 from 6:00 — 8:00pm. For more information
contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit
https://www.divorcecare.org/about.

Grief Support Groum: Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.
com or Marlys Varga at marlysvarga@hotmail.com.

GriefShare: Contact Beth Gaudette at
beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleighorg.

Joh Connections: \We provide tools and advice on how to stay
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.

Men's Prayer Breakfast: The ministry meets the 1st and 3rd Mon-
days of each month from 7 to 8 am via Zoom. Contact Deacon Steve
Andrews at 732-213-0104 or stephenwandrews@outlook.com.

Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the
4th Sunday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm Founders Room. Contact: Ellen
Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.

Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:00am Mass on Sundays to
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall
for a few minutes of prayer.

Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or

Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.

Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, contact Marian Mont,
ianmar94@aol.com.

90+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship
Hall. Pat Gerney, 919-803-8276.

Women'’s Ministry:

- Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson - ccarlson210@gmail.com.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:

Caring Connections

We are looking for a volunteer ministry coordinator for Caring Connec-
tions. The duties would be to add/edit/delete tasks in our lotsahelping-
hands.com app, create announcements to the ministry, monitor that
tasks are being picked up, and if not, notify me. Training is provided.
Total weekly time commitments — 1 hour. If you're interested, contact
Beth Gaudette at beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org

or 919-847-8205x241.

FaceTime and Zoom

If you'd like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be connected to
watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if you'd like to teach someone
over the phone, please visit our https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-

receive-help/.
Cards and Artwork

If you'd like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parishioners and
establish a connection with other folks, or if you have kids who would
love to send their artwork to brighten someone’s day, or if you'd like to
receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-re-

ceive-helpl/.

Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to those in
need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/.

Thank you!

All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center would like
to thank you for serving the St. Francis Community. Please check your
weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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Easter Sunday
April 17, 2022
To him all the prophets bear witness,

that everyone who believes in him
will receive forgiveness of sins through his name.

— Acts 10:43
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