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Inspired by our patron,
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.
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why
FAITH

IN PERSON
Main Church 

starting  
Sunday Nov.14 

Join us 
Sunday,  November 14th 

at 10:20  to 11:20 am 
for the Second discussion 

on Baptism.

UPCOMING TOPICS
Nov.14th Baptism: Becoming Priests    
Dec. 5th Baptism: Becoming Prophets 
Dec.12th Baptism: Becoming Royalty

what we 
believe 
and why we 
believe it.

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:  
On Monday, November 15, I will cele-
brate my 41st anniversary of ordination 
to the priesthood. It will be a low-key 
celebration at the 9am daily Mass. I had 
hoped to celebrate my 40th last year 

with a bit of festivity but the pandemic dashed those plans. 
Then I thought I might be able to squeeze in a celebration 
before my 41st but we are unable to host social events at 
which food and beverage are served. Perhaps we will be 
able to party next year! Hope springs eternal. 
Four decades of priestly ministry have taken me in direc-
tions I couldn’t have imagined when I was being ordained 
(kind of similar to the journeys of marriage unimaginable to 
newlyweds). Here are a few examples: I am the pastor of a 
parish that didn’t exist when I was ordained. I was appoint-
ed by the Vatican to serve as a member of the Catholic 
team for international ecumenical dialogue between the 
Catholic Church and the Disciples of Christ Church, now 
in my second five-year term. I completed a doctorate. I 
taught pastoral theology and homiletics at The Catholic 
University of America for eight years. I wrote and pub-
lished two books on the RCIA. I was named a monsignor, 
an honorary title bestowed by a Pope at the request of 
Bishop Gossman, in 2006. 
I’m also aware that some of my contemporaries have 
already concluded their ministry, some now resting with 
the Lord. In the past year, two diocesan brothers passed 
into eternity, Msgr. Jerry Sherba, ordained a year before 
me, and Fr. JaVan Saxon, ordained a year after me. Both 
labored with great love for the Lord and the Church. I’m 
hopeful they are praying for me from their place in the 
heavenly realms.
As we conclude National Vocations Awareness Week, 
I ask you to pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life in the U.S. I ask you to pray that young people 
from our parish will accept the Lord’s invitation to serve as 
priests and vowed religious. The forecast for priesthood 
and religious vocations is not promising in the U.S., a sign 
that we may be in serious trouble within 20 years unless 
things change in some way. I ask you to invite a young 
man to consider dedicating his life to the Lord and serving 
the Lord’s people in the parish as a priest since our iden-
tity and well-being as Catholics centers on the Eucharist. 
Priesthood and religious life are demanding and not for 
the faint of heart but are extremely rewarding. 41 years of 
service have brought me more joy than I could ever have 
imagined, even in the midst of some very trying moments 
in the priesthood in the U.S. God has been very good to 
me and I ask you to pray that I may remain his faithful 
servant for many more years to come. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of St. Francis,
Spreading the good news of the Catholic Community 
of St. Francis and finding ways to get that news out 
more effectively to various generations who communi-
cate in different ways is one of the most important min-
istries of our community. With communication methods 
changing at lightning speed, we need to be current 
and effective if we are to reach as many as possible 
and appeal to those trying to reach us. One of those 
areas is our parish website. We would like to have 
your impressions of our website as part of our emerg-
ing communications plan as a community of faith.
Please take a few minutes to complete this brief sur-
vey so we may grow in understanding how our website 
is perceived and used and how it could be improved.  
Your input is important to us and all responses are 
anonymous. Thank you for your participation. 
Please complete by November 22.

Use this link to complete: 
https://forms.office.com/r/SvYEcC2AEa

Blessings,
Fr. Michael

Website Survey

https://forms.office.com/r/SvYEcC2AEa
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Prayers of the FaithfulMass Intentions 

Prayer Requests for November 13 to November 21

Saturday November 13, 2021
Saturday, 5:30

+ Erica Grothaus
Requested by Norm & Gayle Tuomi

Sunday November 14, 2021
Sunday, 7:15

+Chris Michaels
Requested by Ronald & Joan Smith

Sunday, 9:00
+ Donald Gingerella

Requested by Donna Gingerella
Sunday, 11:45
+Antony Tam

Requested by Carlos Tam
Sunday, 5:30

For the Parishioners of St. Francis
Monday November 15, 9am

+ Elizabeth McIntyre
Requested by Makoid Family
Tuesday November 16, 9am

+Luke Michael Blanton
Requested by Mike and Anita Misko

Wednesday November 17, 9am
+Esteban Delgado

Requested by Nico Delgado
Remembrance of First anniversary of death

Thursday November 18, 9am
+Jack Davenport

Requested by Janet Davenport
Friday November 19, 9am

+ Ryan Fleming
Requested by Thomas Lampkin

Saturday November 20, 2021
Saturday, 5:30

Bernie & Cathy Andrews
Requested by Nick & Nancy Szews

65th Wedding Anniversary
Sunday November 21, 2021

Sunday, 7:15
+Mary Lee Mallett

Requested by Thomas Byrnes
Sunday, 9:00

+ Maureen Vogt 
Requested by Kimberly Anagnostopoulos

Sunday, 11:45
+Patricia Pagnani

Requested by Bruno Pagnani
Sunday, 5:30

For the Parishioners of St. Francis

(ill) Daniel Maldonado
Requested by Msgr. Clay

Health & Wellness

+ Michelina Adamo
Requested by Joe & Jackie Adamo

+Vicaro Nappo
Requested by Carolyn Connor

Remembrance

+Brian Hoey
Requested by Ann Litts

Remembrance

+Kristyn McKnight
Requested by Emma Dempsey

Remembrance

+Conor Farrell
Requested by Rose Marie Surath

Remembrance

(ill) Rebecca Crissinger
Requested by Nancy Owens

Health & Wellness

(ill) Jim Deignan
Requested by Deirdre Lusk

Health & Wellness

mailto:kathleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Watching Msgr. Clay’s To Know, To Believe, 
To Live (KBL)series but are not part of a small group?

If you are planning to participate in the Know, 
Believe, Live series, but are not in a small group, 
we invite you to join a Realm Group so you can 
receive updates and communications about the 
series as they occur.
 

Please note: you do not have to join the Realm 
Group to view the series which will be posted 
twice a month at 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
 

To join the Group:
1.)  Log in to Realm on the web 
      https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh 
      or on the Realm Connect app.
2.)  Select “Groups” (or “More” and then “Groups” 
      if you’re using the App)
3.)  Select “Find Groups”
4.)  Select “Formation & Education”
5.)  Look for the Group “KBL – Participants         
      Not in a Small Group”
6.)  Click the “Request to Join” button and           
      a staff member will add you to the Group! 

KBL2 Episodes and Release Dates

Please contact Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org with questions 
about joining the Realm group for non-small group KBL participants.

If you have questions about KBL, please contact Kathy Sales at kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:kathy.sales%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Advent & Christmas 
Schedules

Advent begins on Sunday, November 28, 2021

Reconciliation Service 
Thursday, December 9th at 7 pm 
Friday, December 10th at 11 am

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Wednesday, December 8th at 9 am, 11:45 am, & 7 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Monday, December 13th at 7:00 pm Misa en Español

The Season of Christmas Schedule

Friday, December 24th Christmas Eve 
4 pm Mass in Church (also Live-Streamed) 

4 pm Mass in Gym 
4 pm Mass in Fellowship Hall 

7:30 pm Misa en Español in Church 
10 pm Mass in Church (also Live-Streamed)

Saturday, December 25th Christmas Day 
9 am and 11:45 am Mass in Church 

No Saturday evening Mass

Sunday, December 26th: 7:15 am, 9 am, 11:45 am, 5:30 pm

Daily Masses for December 27 - 31: Wednesday only at 9 am 

Mary, Mother of God  
Friday, December 31st Mass at 5:30 pm 

Saturday, January 1st Mass at 9 am

Epiphany 
No Saturday evening Mass 

Sunday, January 2nd: 7:15 am, 9 am, 11:45 am, 5:30 pm 
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Liturgical Ministries

November: A Month of Remembrance 
The Book of Remembrance  
A Book of Remembrance, with the names of loved ones of blessed memory, will be displayed 
throughout the month near the sanctuary. Names may be written directly into the book by 
parishioners, or will be recorded into the book from the names printed on All Souls Day enve-
lopes. In addition, these envelopes will be placed on the altar throughout the month. 

formation Ministries

Discovering Advent: A Family Event 
Sunday, November 21, 2021 - 10:00 am 

Clare Fellowship Hall

Take a stroll through Fellowship Hall to learn how to make Advent more meaningful.  
There will be crafts, a service project, and more! 

All ages are invited to learn about and prepare for the beginning of Advent. 
Come see how your family can grow closer to Christ in this season!  

There is no cost for this event, but please RSVP at: bit.ly/3w694bm 

Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive: 
Twice a year we help to fill the pantry at OLR, which serves the poor and rural 
communities, where approximately 24% live below the poverty line. This year, 
due to the Covid-19 crisis, the need is even greater. Please consider filling a bag! 
Bags will be distributed after masses on November 13 and 14. A complete list 
of foods needed includes: rice and maseca flour, canned tomatoes, vegetables, 
fruit and meats, pasta and rice, macaroni and cheese, boxes of cereal, fruit juice, 
dried beans, peanut butter and jelly, and baby wipes. Please drop off your bag 
on Saturday, November 20 from 4:45 - 6:45pm or Sunday, November 21 from 
6:45am – 1pm or 4:45pm – 6:45pm. For more information, the list of foods needed 
or to volunteer, please visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/our-lady-of-the-rosary.
Thank you for your generosity! 

Parish Life Ministries

Frozen Turkey Drive: 
It is that time of year!  On Thursday, 
November 18, from 7:30am – 12pm, we 
will be collecting frozen turkeys to ben-
efit Passage Home. Would you please 
consider donating? The need this year 
is greater due to Covid-19. To donate, 
please bring your turkey to the Commu-
nity Center parking lot, where a volunteer 
will pick it up right from your car!  
Thank you for your generous donations. 

Nov. 18

http://bit.ly/3w694bm
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/our-lady-of-the-rosary/
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Education Ministries

Honoring Service 

The three tenets of The Franciscan 
School are Faith, Academics and 
Service, and we adhere to all aspects of 
those three guiding terms. Faith is what 
is our touchstone and the reason we are 
here as a school; to provide an atmo-
sphere and experience steeped in our 
faith. High-quality academics is a natural 
goal for any school, and we provide 
both high quality and the opportunity to 
provide our students an interactive and 
participatory experience in the class-
room. Of course, as we often emphasize, 
service gives us the chance to serve as 
God’s hands and feet on Earth as we 
serve his greater mission for humanity. 
Part of our dedication to service is not 
only serving ourselves, but also to rec-
ognize those individuals, organizations, 
and groups who sacrifice in service for 
us and for all in our larger community. 
On each November 11, Veteran’s Day 
always provides the perfect opportunity 
to recognize and honor those in our 
armed services who spend their lives, 

or a portion of it, in dedicated service 
to our entire country. At Morning Prayer 
each Veteran’s Day, we invite those who 
served to come to our Morning Prayer 
in our courtyard. We pray for them, play 
and sing patriotic songs with them, and 
then provide a small reception for those 
veterans who were able to attend. Those 
veterans who attend are from our faculty 
and staff at TFS, from the Parish staff, 
are our parents and grandparents, and 
all those veterans in the community who 
have a connection to the school. They 
honor us with their record of service and 
are thrilled with their presence at our 
event; each year we are humbled that 
they take the time to give our students 
a true personification of service and 
sacrifice. 
We are a patriotic community; one that 
honors veterans in November, recogniz-
es those who lost their lives in service 
on Memorial Day, and one that looks 
forward to celebrating Independence Day 
each summer. We choose to recite the 

pledge of allegiance at Morning Prayer 
each day, and always give appreciation 
for the blessings and freedoms we all 
enjoy as citizens of this country. We 
are proud to serve our community and 
always ready to recognize those who 
have a similar dedication to service and 
sacrifice for others. Thanks to all of our 
veterans, and please know we appreciate 
you on Veteran’s Day as well as every 
other day of the year. Thank you for your 
Service! 
As you explore school options for your 
children’s education next year, please 
consider The Franciscan School. Visit 
our website for more information, to sign 
up for a Virtual Information Session here, 
or schedule a tour. Please contact Prin-
cipal Mike Watson by email at michael.
watson@stfrancisraleigh.org or reach 
out to our admissions team at Admis-
sions@stfrancisraleigh.org if you have 
specific questions. The faculty, parents, 
and students of TFS look forward to 
welcoming you to The Franciscan School 
community! 

Mike Watson, Principal TFS

mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://Admissions@stfrancisraleigh.org
http://Admissions@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:mike.watson%40franciscanschool.org?subject=
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By Father Jim Sabak
Education Ministries

Beauty is one of the hallmarks of the 
Franciscan charism. Beauty of creation, 
beauty of the human person, and beauty 
in what the human person can create 
through the wonder of creation. This 
understanding of beauty comes forth in 
St. Francis’ Canticle of Creation and in 
the works of St. Clare where she encour-
ages others to express the beauty of who 
they have been created by God to be in 
the world. Such beauty is believed in the 
Franciscan tradition to be at the core of 
God’s revelation of love and mercy to us. 
Its centrality to the Franciscan Movement 
means that the pursuit and cultivation of 
beauty is integral to all we strive for and 
accomplish at the parish of Saint Francis 
of Assisi.
The integral nature of beauty is at the 
core of our Saint Francis Preschool, 
continuing to celebrate its 30 years of 
offering insight and wonder to the littlest 
members of our community. We see the 
beauty in each child, in their energy and 

Beauty and St. Francis Preschool

dynamism for exploring and discover-
ing the wonders of God’s love for us all 
around us. We see beauty in the dedica-
tion and love of our teachers and aides 
as they so graciously take on the role 
of guides and nurturers for these young 
people. We see beauty in the hope and 
joy that our Preschool students take 
with them after their years journeying 
with us into new and exciting learning 
experiences. We see beauty in the initial 
development of our children into persons 
who realize how important it is to care for 
one another.

This week such experiences of beauty 
were framed in the unveiling of a mosaic 
depicting Saint Francis, the wolf of Gub-
bio, and the peace and glory of creation. 
This wonderful depiction of the joy of 
beauty is the work of a local artist, Luke 
Vandergriff. In his explanation of mosaic 
to the assembled guests and past and 
present Preschool students, he cited 
that as each piece of the mosaic must 
be shaped and molded to bring out the 
beauty of the entire piece - so, too, are 
we called to be shaped and molded to 
bring out the best of who we are so that 
creation may shine through our work.
His description is perhaps the best 
encapsulation of the work of our Saint 
Francis Preschool these past 30 years. 
For three decades Saint Francis Pre-
school has sought out the beauty within 
each child who walks through our halls. 
We have nurtured and cared for such 
beauty, molding and refining it so that 
it may contribute in remarkable and 
wonderful ways to the mosaic of creation, 
which itself finds its source in God. 

Left to right: Fr. Jim Sabak, O.F.M, Luke Vandergriff, Heidi 
Hobler - Preschool Director, Bishop Luis Zarama, Msgr. Mi-
chael Clay - Pastor, Nancy Bourke - 1st Preschool Director
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Click image above to view episode.

Today!

Our Fair Trade and Alternative Gifts 
Market is In-person this weekend in 
Clare Fellowship Hall (COVID precau-
tions in effect), so stop by Fellowship Hall 
anytime during these hours:   

Friday, Nov. 12  8:15 am – 4:00 pm 
Saturday, Nov. 13  4:00 pm – 7:30 pm*  
Sunday, Nov. 14  8:15 am – 2:00 pm, 

6:30 – 8:00 pm* 
*Closed during Mass. 

Everyone who visits the IN-PERSON 
market on Saturday or Sunday will have 
a chance to WIN some beautiful Fair 
Trade items as you shop responsibly for 
Christmas and beyond for yourself and 
those you love. You won't want to miss it!   

The market this year will also be VIRTU-
AL for those of you who prefer this. Here 
is a link to our virtual market:  https://
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-2021/  
We will have a 'free shipping to St. 
Francis for curbside pickup' option for 
all items purchased before 5:00 pm on 
Thursday, Nov. 18. Please see the link 
above for information.  
What is Fair Trade?  It is an economic 
system in developing countries that lifts 
up farmers, artisans, and producers of 
all kinds and gives them a chance to 
compete in a global marketplace. It also 
ensures that children go to school, not 
work, and promotes whole communities, 
not just individuals. When you purchase 
a Fair Trade product you stand in solidar-
ity with these folk while respecting their 
right to dignified work and help them lift 
themselves out of poverty, principles that 

are constitutive of our faith.  
You just can't go wrong with a Fair Trade 
purchase!   
Please contact becky.cawley@stfrancis-
raleigh.org if you have any questions. 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-2021/
https://boxcast.tv/view/st-francis-tv---episode-10-j7tmoz1ajw53pkb81vtl
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-2021/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-2021/
mailto:becky.cawley%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:becky.cawley%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


10

Dear Elected Official, 

As a parishioner of St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
and a voting citizen, I am concerned about the skyrock-
eting property taxes and the lack of affordable housing 
in our county. I have learned that African-American 
homeowners who live in neighborhoods that have been 
historically segregated, undervalued, and underinvested 
in are impacted disproportionately by the skyrocketing 
property taxes in our county. This concerns me. My 
faith tradition calls me to stand in solidarity with those 
who are most vulnerable and to work for policies that 
support the common good of all. 

I applaud the county and city officials who have 
supported the ONE Wake and Habitat for Humani-
ty proposal for a tax relief program for low-income 
homeowners and encourage other officials to come 
on-board. This model of tax relief is working in Durham 
and Mecklenburg Counties. This proposal specifically 
targets homeowners who have owned their homes 
for at least 10 years, who earn up to 80% of the area 
median income, and who are currently paying more 
than 2% of household income on property taxes. This 
proposal offers an acknowledgement of the challenges 
of the most vulnerable and works towards the kind of 
just community that God imagines for all people.  

I appreciate your service for the common good.  

Sincerely, 

  
 ---------------------------------

(Name) 

Justice is the constant will to give their due to God and neighbor. 
-Catechism of the Catholic Church #1807 
“The lack of safe, affordable housing requires a renewed commit-
ment to increase the supply of quality housing and to preserve, 
maintain, and improve existing housing…” 

--United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2011 

Advocacy for our 
Vulnerable Neighbors 

by St. Francis Parishioners, Nancy Dilger, and Marianne Williams 
and Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace 

 Part of our responsibility as Catholics is to participate in the de-
bate over the values and vision that guide our communities and 
nations. Thus, our parish has prioritized coordinating oppor-
tunities for our parishioners to discern the “signs of our times” 
that threaten the vulnerable and poor, learn about the issues in 
light of our Catholic social teaching values, and then take action 
through Christian acts of works of mercy, charity, and justice. 
We take the Church’s words seriously that although there is no 
perfect policy, economic model, or civil leader, we nevertheless 
have an obligation to use our talents, resources, and opportu-
nities of democracy to shape a society that is more respectful 
of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person and God’s 
creation. Pope Francis has echoed the line that previous popes 
have said, “The Church cannot and must not sit on the sidelines 
in the fight for justice.” 
In that vein, this weekend, members of our Affordable Housing 
Issue Team and ONE Wake community organizing leadership 
team are inviting us to do some advocacy for our most vulnera-
ble brothers and sisters in southeast Raleigh who are struggling 
to pay disproportionate and rapidly escalating property taxes. 
Please consider writing a letter to your local elected officials 
with some version of the following. Go to this link to send to our 
County Commissioners or you can email a letter to the Raleigh 
City Council at citycouncilmembers@raleighnc.gov.  

Sample Letter - Use and 
modify as you wish.

https://www.wakegov.com/departments-government/board-commissioners/contact-your-board-commissioners-office
https://www.wakegov.com/departments-government/board-commissioners/contact-your-board-commissioners-office
https://www.wakegov.com/departments-government/board-commissioners/contact-your-board-commissioners-office
mailto:citycouncilmembers%40raleighnc.gov?subject=
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Parish Life Ministries

Sarah Keys Evans Black Catholic Trailblazer 
in North Carolina 

by St. Francis parishioner Leon Cooke 

In order to highlight the important role black Catholics have played in 
Catholicism, the Church has lifted up the month of November as BLACK 
CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH. This week I wanted to share with you the 
story of little-known but magnanimous black Catholic in North Carolina. 
Sarah Keys was born in 1928. She was one of seven children born to 
David and Curley Keys in Washington, NC. During his tour in the Navy, 
serving in World War II, David converted to Catholicism and, after retiring, 
helped start a Catholic school called Mother of Mercy in Washington, 
North Carolina. This school was for the children of freed slaves. Sarah 
Keys was a student at this school, and even as a young person was out-
spoken about Civil Rights. 
In 1952, at age 24, Sarah was headed home to NC by bus from her post 
as a member of the Women's Army Corp at Ft. Dix, NJ. During a sched-
uled stop in Roanoke Rapids, NC, she was asked by the bus driver to give 
up her seat for a white Marine returning home from his post at McGuire Air 
Force Base, also in NJ. Sarah refused to give up her seat and was taken 
off the bus and arrested for disorderly conduct. 
Encouraged by her father, Sarah brought a suit against the Carolina Coach 
Company of Raleigh through the Interstate Commerce Commission in 
1954. She lost the case and was sentenced for disorderly conduct. With 
the assistance of the NAACP, she appealed the decision and, in Novem-
ber 1955, Sarah won her case. As a result of the decision, the case made 
it illegal to segregate passengers on buses traveling across state lines on 
the basis of race. A few weeks after Sarah had won her case, the much 
more famous Rosa Parks refused to give her seat up on a bus in Mont-
gomery, AL, leading to the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
By the time Sarah had won her case, she had left the Army and moved to 
Brooklyn, NY where she married her husband, George Evans, and made a 
successful career as a hairstylist. She is still alive today. 
On August 1, 2020, the City of Roanoke Rapid, NC unveiled eight chrono-
logical murals and two bronze plaques on a plaza in her honor. This year, 
Mother of Mercy Church is celebrating 200 years in Washington, NC and 
the 68th anniversary of Sarah Keys arrest. 
Here is a link to the story of Sarah Keys historic event: 
Virtual Tour – Sarah K. Evans Inclusive Public Art Project 
sarahkevansproject.com 

Do you want to build 
a Snowman? 

Holiday Getaway! 
St. Francis Families are invited to sign children 
AGES 5-12 up for a wonderful event being 
offered for the first time this year!  Seed Art 
Share and Pure Life Theatre’s professional 
theatre artists work with Deb Royals Mizerk 
over the course of a one weekend camp to put 
together the seasonally perfect show Frozen 
KIDS! 
This is a wonderful opportunity for parents 
to do some holiday shopping or have a quiet 
dinner or just take a moment during the hustle 
and bustle to breath. Then come and experi-
ence the magic of the holidays as you listen 
to Frozen songs begin sung by your children 
– songs including “Love Is an Open Door,” “Do 
You Want to Build a Snowman?” and “Let It 
Go.”  An experience that is sure to prove that 
“some people are worth melting for.” 
 

Schedule: 
Friday

December 3  
5:00 - 8:30pm (Pizza provided) 

Saturday
December 4  

9:00am - 4:00pm (Children bring lunch, we 
provide snacks/water) 

Sunday
December 5  

1:00pm call time, 
2:00pm Performance...

and love happens! 
 

For more information and to register visit: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/theaterpro-
grams/ 

http://sarahkevansproject.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/theaterprograms/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/theaterprograms/
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A disabled, divorced father 
of two teenage sons living in 
subsidized housing moved from 
a one-bedroom apartment to 
a house so that he would have 
more room when they visited. 
Soon after moving into the 
house, he found he had $300/
month water bills because of 
a leak that was undiscovered. 
SVdP was able to bring him up 
to date on his utility payment. 
He then decided to return to the 
smaller apartment to avoid future 
budget problems. “He was a real 
nice guy, and I’m glad we could 
help,” said the SVdP volunteer.
St. Francis of Assisi SVdP teams 
with other agencies in the area to 
help neighbors in need.
     

If you need help, call SVdP at 
919-534-4842.
    

If you would like to help andhave 
some time, SVdP needs a back-
up secretary. Now that people 
are back to traveling for work, 
the organization needs someone 
to attend meetings and take min-
utes when the secretary is away. 
     

SVdP keeps an updated list of 
resources for food, financial and 
legal help, and other related 
services. They could use another 
person to make phone calls and 
look up websites to keep infor-
mation current.
If interested in helping, contact 
Ann Bingham at stfranciss-
vdp4444@gmail.com.

Sharon Winzeler

The Franciscan School, part of the education ministry of the parish, has the 
following positions available. If you are interested in applying for any of the 
positions listed, please email dawn.smith@stfrancisraleigh.org.
Part-Time After School Staff – Flexible Hours
Flexible hours weekdays between 3:00pm – 6:00pm.  
No nights or weekends! This is a great part-time job for college or high school 
students. Candidates must be caring, energetic, at least 18 years old, and pass 
a background screening. Please contact dawn.smith@stfrancisraleigh.org.
Elementary Teacher 
Join our dynamic educational environment!  The elementary teacher’s primary 
role is to instruct students in the Diocesan Curriculum, while challenging them 
to move beyond their current level of academic success, drawing the students 
out to reach their full potential. The successful candidate will work together with 
the entire faculty and the administrative team to provide a safe and academi-
cally challenging environment, one that builds upon the charism of the Catholic 
Church, and our Franciscan traditions, to form our students as fine young 
men and women prepared for their futures academically, socially, and morally. 
Candidates must have a NC teaching licensure or be able to obtain NC teaching 
licensure and pass the diocesan background check. Preferred candidates will 
have teaching experience in elementary education with a demonstrated record 
of excellence. Please submit a cover letter and resume to dawn.smith@stfran-
cisraleigh.org. 

Community Center Facility Specialist
The Community Center is actively hiring, and always welcomes interest in part-
time positions in the Community Center. We are seeking part-time employees to 
work evenings and weekends in 5-8 hours shifts. These staff members will over-
see the safety and security of Community Life programs, activities, and events 
that strengthen the communal aspects of parish, community, and neighborhood 
in light of our mission to be “one family living in community”.
For complete job description, questions or to submit a resume, please email 
Ashley Watson at: Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

November Envelope Schedule
November 14 Weekly 
November 14 Christmas Flowers 
November 21 Weekly 
November 21 Human Development 
                      & Human Dignity 
November 25 Thanksgiving/Food 
                      for the Poor 
November 28 Weekly 

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul 

(SVdP)
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Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing Retreat
If you desire healing from a past abortion, you are invited to experience the love of Jesus Christ at a Project Rachel 
weekend retreat January 7-9, 2022, in the Raleigh area. The weekend retreat is strictly confidential for both women 
and men and includes discussions, spiritual exercises, the sacrament of reconcilition, a Memorial Service, and a 
Mass of the Resurrection. Participation offers a beautiful opportunity to experience God’s love, forgiveness and 
compassion. For more information or to register for the retreat, contact Project Rachel at project.rachel@raldioc.org 
or call (919) 852-1021. The website is rachelnc.org. The cost is $200 for lodging, meals, and all retreat materials. If 
you have a financial burden, assistance is available.

mailto:project.rachel%40raldioc.org?subject=
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been cancelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: Meets on the 
second Sunday of the month. A support group for LGBTQ+ people and 
family and friends. To receive an invite to the online meeting, contact  
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in Laverna.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
from September 7-December 14, 2021 from 6:00 – 8:00pm. For more 
information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://
www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: We will resume sessions on Monday 
September 20. The ministry meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each 
month from 7 to 8 am via Zoom. Contact Deacon Steve Andrews at 
732-213-0104 or stephenwandrews@outlook.com.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:00am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Pat Gerney, 919-803-8276. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com.

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections
We are looking for a volunteer ministry coordinator for 
Caring Connections. The duties would be to add/edit/delete 
tasks in our lotsahelpinghands.com app, create announce-
ments to the ministry, monitor that tasks are being picked up, 
and if not, notify me. Training is provided. Total weekly time 
commitments – 1 hour. If you’re interested, contact 
Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or 919-847-8205x241.
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/.
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day, or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/.
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/.
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Communi-
ty. Please check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.

•	Celebrate Thanksgiving by being grateful for having the food 
you need not by over-consuming.

•	Use left-overs: can it/freeze it/pickle it/enjoy pie for breakfast!

http://there.Al
http://there.Al
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play
mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes
mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
http://stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:emcunningham3@gmail.com
mailto:ianmar94@aol.com
mailto:ccarlson210@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation/
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Kathy Sales	 847-8205x488

Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado-Pacheco	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488
Administrative Assistant	 Stacey Shine	 847-8205x249

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
First Eucharist 	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Kathy Sales	 847-8205x488
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director of Faith Formation	 Jonathan Vanegas-Calderon 	 847-8205x238
Admnistrative Assistant	 Janie Hebert	 847-8205x237
Coordinator of Elementary 
   Formation and First Sacraments	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
Coordinator of Youth Ministry		  847-8205x496 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Mary Arleth 	 847-8205x358
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	  troychaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Ann Bingham	stfrancissvdp4444@gmail.com
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	
Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 mjpfraites@gmail.com
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Pat Gerney                                919-803-8276

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Steve Becker	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Tara Moore	 847-8205x489
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Kathy Sales	 847-8205x488
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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