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Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

See page 3

See page 8 and 9See page 4

First Communion

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mental-health-2021/
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Msgr. Clay

You can mail your 
contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org

/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Through Baptism may 
they walk always as 
children of the light:
Riley Josephine Ercole
Daughter of Jonathan and Jessica Ercole
Finnegan LeRoy Johnston
Son of Kevin and Kaitlin Johnston

Through marriage may 
their lives always bear 
witness to Christ’s love:
Monika Fronczak, daughter of 
Edward and Elizabeth Fronczak
and Zachary Taylor, son of 
Todd and Jacqueline Taylor

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:

+Frances Riccio
+Rita Dinizo
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One of the most significant retrievals of Vatican II 
centered on the importance of the Word of God. 
Of the 16 documents promulgated by the world’s 
Catholic bishops at Vatican II, two exist at the 
highest level of solemnity by the use of the word 
“Dogmatic” in their title. One of them, the Dogmat-

ic Constitution on Divine Revelation, spoke about the primacy of the 
Word of God in the lives of Catholics. 
The fruit of the council on the Word of God has brought about a 
flourishing of Bible study in parishes, something of a rarity before the 
Council. Liturgically, the entire lectionary was revised in order that 
those coming to Mass would be exposed to more of the Bible. Be-
fore Vatican II we had one annual cycle of Sunday readings. Today 
we have three annual cycles. Before Vatican II we had an epistle and 
a gospel each Sunday. Now we have three readings and a respon-
sorial psalm. Before Vatican II we had a limited lectionary for daily 
Mass. Today we have two annual cycles of readings. If you went to 
Mass every day in the pre-conciliar Church you would have heard 
1% of the Old Testament and 16.5% of the New Testament over the 
course of an entire cycle of readings being offered. Today you hear 
13.5% of the Old Testament (not counting the Psalms) and 71.5% of 
the New Testament. Clearly the Church is placing the Scriptures in a 
prominent place in Catholic worship. 
Listening to the Word of God at Mass is very important. This is not 
a new insight. St. Augustine (354-430AD) proclaimed this about its 
importance: “Here is a question for you: Which to you seems greater, 
the Word of God or the Body of Christ?  If you want to give the right 
answer you will reply that God’s Word is not less than Christ’s Body. 
Therefore, just as we take care when we receive the Body of Christ 
so that no part of it falls to the ground so, likewise, should we insure 
that the Word of God which is given to us is not lost to our souls 
because we are speaking or thinking about something different. One 
who listens negligently to God’s Word is just as guilty as one who, 
through carelessness, allows Christ’s Body to fall to the ground.” 
(Sermon 300.2 in Patrologia Latina 39, col. 2319).
St. Augustine, a doctor of the Church, has some profound words 
for us to remember when it comes to listening to the Word of God 
at Mass. We should give this Word our undivided attention when it 
is being proclaimed by the lector, deacon, or priest. If we arrive late 
for Mass, we should not move about in the nave (where the people 
are seated) of the church while the Scriptures are being proclaimed 
lest we become a source of distraction for those listening and miss 
these words ourselves. Wait until the passage is concluded before 
moving to find a seat. If hearing the Word is difficult (and there are 
some dead spots in the church and distractions that are inevitable), 
consider acquiring a one-volume lectionary with the readings so you 
may read along while the Word of God is being proclaimed. 
Vatican II did a great service to our Church by restoring the prima-
cy of God’s Word to our liturgical and personal lives. I hope these 
observations and comments help you to drink more deeply from the 
well of God’s Word.     

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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First Communion and First Reconciliation 
Preparation Registration for 2021-2023 

*ONLINE*
 

Parents/guardians with children in Kindergarten for the 2020-2021 
school year (or who are currently in 1st Grade and have not previously 
attended a meeting), MUST fill out an interest form to begin the online 
registration process to learn about sacramental preparation, important 
dates, and their role in this special journey. The Online First Com-
munion Sacramental Preparation video is for ALL parents/guardians 
including Faith Formation, Home School, and The Franciscan School, 
who have children in Kindergarten or 1st grade (unless 1st grade fami-
lies attended last spring).
 

If your family wishes to enroll in the sacrament preparation process, you 
must begin by filling out the interest form at the link below. *Registration 
forms for Sacramental Preparation enrollment are available ONLY after 
filling out this interest form and watching the emailed video.* After you 
fill out the interest form at the link below, further steps will be emailed to 
you on May 13th.
 

To fill out the Interest Form for 2021-2023 
First Sacraments Preparation visit: 

https://www.jotform.com/build/62304764767160
 

If you have any questions about 
First Communion/Reconciliation preparation, 

please contact Sarah Bowser
Coordinator of Children’s Formation
Sarah.Bowser@stfrancisraleigh.org

Cell: 989-859-9244

Congratulations to our First Eucharist Candidates who received the Blessed 
Sacrament for the first time this weekend! May this day be an initial step for 
you into a life-long love of the Holy Eucharist. Your Saint Francis family 
rejoices and celebrates with you on one of the most sacred days of your life.

Ethan Anthony
Reece Aristizabal
Emerson Barry
Landon Blevins
Luke Blevins
Tyler Bucholz
Harrison Carr
Colton Conchilla
Joseph Dinsmore
Miguel Dordulaw
Raphael Dordulaw
Virginia Dugan
Alexandra Dunn
Grace Eberhard
Luke Feltey
Evelyn Fraites
Cora Garrett
Colin Gildea
Anna Hager
Charles Hager
William Hamel
Alexandra Har-
rington
Austin Harrington
Julia Hodge
Caitlin Hughes
Ciaran Hughes
Hayden Jakubowski
Dash Javier
Tessa Lam
Evelyn Lambert
Claire Leon
Archer Lock
Mason Loebach
Ryan Loebach
Mason Manger
Olivia McCanta
Sophia McCanta

Bryce McPeek
Grayson Meitz
William Miller
Charles Miquiabas
Kristen Mitchell
Brooklynn Munoz
Gabriel Murphy
Oliver Neeb
Nicolas Nicolas
Jakob Nohe
Maeve O'Shaughnessy
Mia Olexa
Zachary Peckham
Karlee Perez
Max Perez
Kira Plescher
James Plescher III
Mitchell Price
Vincenzo Principio
Jackson Rain
Lucas Ramirez
Grayson Reis
Ian Rigney
Stephana Romanus
John Rothgeb
Briant Sanspree
Adriana Soto
Reyes Soto
Parker Staehling
Heidi Thuftedal
Xander Tippett
Cole Tyler
Nicolas Vides
Riley Wheeler
Reece Whitty
Keaton Windell
Samuel Winter
Emily Ziemer

https://www.jotform.com/build/62304764767160
mailto:Sarah.Bowser%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


Watching Msgr. Clay’s To Know, To Believe, 
To Live series but are not part of a small group?
 

If you are planning to participate in the Know, 
Believe, Live series, but are not in a small group, 
we invite you to join a Realm Group so you can 
receive updates and communications about the 
series as they occur.
 

Please note: you do not have to join the Realm 
Group to view the series which will be posted 
twice a month at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-
believe-live/
 

To join the Group:
1.)  Login to Realm on the web https://onrealm.org/
StFrancisRaleigh or on the Realm Connect app.
2.)  Select “Groups” (or “More” and then “Groups” 
if you’re using the App)
3.)  Select “Find Groups”
4.)  Select “Formation & Education”
5.)  Look for the Group “KBL – Participants         
Not in a Small Group”
6.)  Click the “Request to Join” button and           
a staff member will add you to the Group! 

KBL Episodes and Release Dates

Please contact Patti.Panizza@stfrancisraleigh.org or Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org with questions 
about joining the Realm group for non-small group KBL participants.

If you have questions about KBL, please contact Kathy Sales at kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org.4

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh
mailto:Patti.Panizza%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:kathy.sales%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis Preschool 

In my bulletin article from last Sunday, 
you may remember that I wrote about 
listening to what God is calling us to do in 
trying to be faithful disciples. I mentioned 
how my teachers and staff all feel a true 
calling to work with preschoolers; they 
have a deep dedication and commitment 
to serving our young students. This past 
week, we honored them and their efforts 
during National Teacher Appreciation 
Week. 
We are truly fortunate at preschool to not 
only have children who shower us daily 
with smiles, but also have families who 
offer their gratitude many times over. This 
past week in particular, they generously 
recognized our amazing teachers. They 

“A teacher is ordained by God to educate his children." (unknown) 

and their children overwhelmed the 
teachers/staff with cards, sweet words, 
flowers, and so much more! We all were 
enveloped in love!
If you know of a teacher or encounter 
one, particularly before this unprecedent-
ed school year comes to a close, please 
remember to thank them for what they 
do. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving that 
God gave us people with giant hearts 
who work to shape little peoples’ minds. 
Everything that they do not only helps 
a child gain knowledge and skills, but 
perhaps, most importantly, helps set their 
students on a path to be kind, gener-
ous, and humble people. As Catholic 
educators, we are charged with not only 

assisting in nurturing a child’s character 
so that he/she grows up to be a good 
person, but also to become a good 
person who appreciates the value and 
dignity of all of God’s people. One who 
also has the desire and grace to serve 
the less fortunate, work towards justice, 
and become an example of God’s love in 
word and deed. 
THANK YOU, TEACHERS!
Not many spots remain for the 21-22 
school year! To learn how to join our 
fantastic preschool, please visit our 
website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com 
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


6

Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

At TFS, we continue with the traditions 
and customs that make our school a 
special place, even in this pandemic 
year. This was in evidence again this 
past week as we held our traditional May 
Crowning at Morning Prayer last Mon-
day. Not to say the year has not been 
challenging; but it has been a valuable 
and much more normal year than anyone 
ever would have thought back in August 
of 2020 when we started. I will also say it 
right out to everyone who asks…this has 
been a good year at TFS with excellent 
instruction by dedicated teachers to their 
hard-working students. No one likes 
masks and cohorts; but with each pass-
ing week we are getting closer to where 
we expect to be, and where we should 
be, in our education of our students! We 
especially look forward to commemorat-
ing our 8th graders’ time here at TFS this 
month with our traditional Baccalaureate 
Mass and a Commencement ceremony 
for their families. It is a special time for 

them and we are glad we can celebrate 
our student leaders this year as they 
head to high school!
Our students and faculty have done well, 
both with the COVID restrictions and the 
academic challenge we offer at TFS, and 
we are so proud of the entire faculty, staff 
and all the students who have made this 
a truly special year under trying circum-
stances. We are at the point now that we 
are supremely confident that next year 
will be a much more normal year and that 
we can return to our traditional structure. 
Given the announcements from the Gov-
ernor’s office and the CDC, it is expected 
before we end this school year that we 
will have a much clearer view of how next 
year will go, perhaps as early as June 
1st. It would be especially meaningful if 
we could end our last few days in this 
school year with fewer restrictions and 
the ability to recognize and celebrate 
together all that we have accomplished 
this year.

Regardless of how we structurally end 
this school year, we will end it; and 
we will end it well with a celebration 
and recognition of all the benefits of a 
Catholic education. We appreciate the 
support of Catholic education here at St. 
Francis of Assisi parish. We look forward 
to celebrating our graduates, and all who 
experienced the specialness of TFS this 
year, and we anticipate inviting our cur-
rent students back with joy next year, and 
welcoming well over 100 new students, 
for an even more spectacular academic 
year. We are almost through this year, 
and we thank all of our supporters for 
making this a great year!
The Franciscan School’s innovative 
curriculum and record of success is 
how we have built over twenty years of 
educational excellence into our school. 
To find out more about The Franciscan 
School, please do visit our website. You 
can also contact Principal Mike Watson 
at michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or reach out to our admissions team at 
admissions@franciscanschool.org. 

Celebration of our 2020-21 school year!

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:admissions%40franciscanschool.org?subject=


The Franciscan School, part of the education ministry of 
St. Francis of Assisi, has the following positions available 
beginning in the 21-22 school year.   
 

Elementary Teachers - Grade 3 and Kindergarten 
The Franciscan School is seeking qualified classroom 
teachers in the 3rd grade and kindergarten. The primary 
role of the classroom teacher is to instruct students in the 
Diocesan Curriculum for that specific grade, while challeng-
ing them to move beyond their current level of academic 
success. The candidate will demonstrate the ability to draw 
the students out to reach their full potential as it applies to 
the goals and requirements of the Diocesan curriculum.
 

As an instructor in a school with over 650 students, the 
ability to tie together the lessons within each grade as part 
of the grade level team, and make them build upon each 
other year after year, using established best practices and 
methods for instruction, is essential. The applicant would be 
responsible for working together with the entire faculty and 
the administrative team to provide a safe and academically 
challenging environment; one that builds upon the charism 
of the Catholic Church, and our Franciscan traditions, to 
form our students as fine young men and women prepared 
for their futures academically, socially, and morally.  
 

Instructional Teaching Assistant
The Franciscan School is seeking an Instructional Teach-
er Assistant (ITA).  The primary role of the ITA will be to 
assist the lead teacher and grade level team in creating a 
classroom environment that is consistent with the mission 
of the school and the parish.  The candidate will provide 
classroom support to the lead teacher by providing general 
assistance with daily tasks, such as copying and planning 
for lessons, small group assistance, supervision of students 
when necessary, handling of disciplinary issues when ap-
propriate, and assisting with special projects, such as field 
trips.  The ITA is expected to participate in parish staff gath-
erings, conferences, and will collaborate as a member of 
the team to provide academic excellence for the students. 
 

How to Apply:  If you are interested in joining a dynamic 
educational environment working with dedicated profes-
sionals to provide an academically challenging experience 
for our students, please send a resume and cover letter to:  
Dawn.Smith@stfrancisraleigh.org.  Candidates for teaching 
positions should also include his/her educational philosophy 
and three references. 
For more information visit http://bit.ly/TFS-Careers or
https://www.franciscanschool.org/careers-at-the-franciscan-
school/

The Church has the following position available:
Administrative Assistant for Pastoral Ministries
(Full Time, Non-exempt, 40 hours per week)
 

This position provides outstanding administrative support to 
the departments within pastoral ministry in the area of commu-
nications, finance, database maintenance, and event support. 
The ability to handle multiple tasks in an effective and efficient 
manner is a must, as this position has a wide variety of duties, 
which includes assisting with funeral coordination, preparing 
liturgy worship aides, coordinating mass intention process, 
managing volunteer scheduling, administrative and logistical 
support for events and donation drives, as well as website and 
newsletter design and communications. The successful candi-
date will have strong organization and time management skills, 
superior customer service skills, ability to work under time 
sensitive constraints and maintain a high level of confidential-
ity. A minimum of 3 years administrative support is required, 
in addition to excellent knowledge of MS Office and desktop 
publishing. Experience working in a ministerial environment 
is preferred. 
 

To apply, please forward a cover letter and resume to:  
Trish.Adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org by May 19th. 

 

St. Francis Preschool has the following teaching positions 
available beginning in the 21-22 school year. 
Lead Teacher – 2 year old (2 days per week)
Lead Teacher – 4 year old (4 days per week)
 

St. Francis Preschool is seeking an enthusiastic individual who 
is passionate about providing a faith filled education expe-
rience to the children enrolled in our 4 day 4-year-old class 
or our 2 day 2 year old program. The lead teacher creates a 
nurturing and exciting early educational experience for the 
children enrolled in the preschool while overseeing the safety 
and physical well-being of the children at all times. The teacher 
will engage the children in play and activities that are age and 
developmentally appropriate. Early Childhood teachers must 
have either a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education 
or elementary education, or must have 4 years of experience 
working with young children and have or be in the process of 
attaining an early childhood credential.
 

If interested in joining our wonderful preschool staff, 
please send resume and cover letter to Heidi Hobler at 
Heidi.hobler@stfrancisraleigh.org by May 21. 

http://bit.ly/TFS-Careers
https://www.franciscanschool.org/careers-at-the-franciscan-school/
https://www.franciscanschool.org/careers-at-the-franciscan-school/
mailto:Trish.Adamkowski%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Heidi.hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

Way back in the 70’s, I was a student of 
Psychology and Sociology at UNC. I was 
intrigued with the study of personality, 
nature vs. nurture, and how people could 
be helped back into a ‘normal’ life. I had 
an internship at the state mental hospital 
in Butner, NC. My job was to talk to the 
people who had just been admitted into 
the Observation Ward. They would stay 
for 72 hours and then be sent to what-
ever unit met their needs. Some folks 
clearly needed help, some folks had 
some behavior issues and some folks 
were dropped off at the front doors of the 
hospital and the families drove away…
forever. Fast forward 45 years and I can 
say that while we are becoming much 
more open-minded about mental health, 
we have a ways to go. 
They call mental illness the ‘no casserole’ 
illness because the families affected by 
mental illness don’t share that informa-
tion with friends. People who go to the 
hospital for a hip replacement or a heart 
procedure or cancer treatment generally 
get support from friends and neighbors in 
the form of food and ‘Get Well’ cards. Not 

many folks have the same support follow-
ing a hospitalization for mental illness 
either because they aren’t comfortable 
sharing that information or because other 
people aren’t comfortable hearing that 
information. But sadly, you have about 
as much control over having a physical 
illness as you do over having a mental 
illness. 
We still struggle with the stigma of men-
tal illness in this country. Some people 
even avoid seeking treatment and help 
because they want to avoid being diag-
nosed. And yet, one in every four people 
will have a diagnosable mental illness 
within the next calendar year.  And the 
pandemic has really magnified several 
issues. Many folks have suffered from 
the isolation imposed by the pandem-
ic, some folks lost their insurance and 
couldn’t continue care, and some families 
are stretched to the breaking point trying 
to just keep it all together. 
So I’ve worked with Trevor Thompson 
and the Justice & Peace Mental Health 
Issue Team to bring a series of offerings 
to our community. The first offering is 

May 11, 2021 at 7pm. Our virtual gath-
ering will feature several speakers with 
lived experience with mental illness. The 
second offering is on May 18, 2021 at 
7pm. This virtual gathering will feature 
a speaker with experience living with 
addiction and now living as an addiction 
counselor. Our final offering is May 25, 
2021 at 7pm. This virtual gathering will 
feature several mental health leaders in 
our community and they will be high-
lighting resources in our community to 
support all of us.
Visit http://bit.ly/SFAmentalhealth2021 to 
sign-up to attend these opportunities for 
VIRTUAL conversation around mental 
health and mental illness.
So if you and your family are living with a 
mental illness, please know that you are 
not alone. Please know that the Com-
munity of St. Francis of Assisi is a place 
where you can find support, comfort, 
acceptance, and resources. And if you 
and your family are not living with mental 
illness, I hope you’ll sign up and attend. 
You never know who you may help if you 
just have the information. 

The Spectrum of Mental Health and Mental Illness

http://bit.ly/SFAmentalhealth2021
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Witness for Racial Justice 
Tuesday May 25, 4 – 5:30 pm

 Creedmoor Rd
Come stand in peaceful solidarity and be a prophetic witness to 
truth and justice for our brothers and sisters of color on Tues-
day May 25, 4:00 – 5:30 pm, the anniversary of George Floyd’s 
death.  We will join with members of Benson Memorial United 
Methodist Church, Temple Beth Or and Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church to honor the inherent dignity of all lives lost or harmed in 
any way by systemic racism.
 

We will meet at Benson Memorial - 4706 Creedmoor Rd, 
Raleigh, NC 27612 at 4:00 pm, begin in prayer, stand in solidar-
ity outside, holding signs (no polls), wearing masks and social 
distancing. Sign up at www.bit.ly/demonstration-52021   
 

Scripture and the principle of solidarity within Catholic Social 
Teaching tell us that we are one human family despite our racial 
differences, united to each other through Christ.  And that soli-
darity is not a feeling of vague compassion or shallow distress at 
the misfortunes of others. On the contrary, it is a firm and perse-
vering determination to commit oneself to the good of all people.
 

This past year presented so many different challenges and 
obstacles that tested our strength and resiliency. The global 
pandemic forced us to cope with situations we never even 
imagined, and a lot of us struggled with our mental health as 
a result. The good news is that there are tools and resources 
available that can support the well-being of individuals and 
communities.
Although 1 in 5 people will experience a mental illness 
during their lifetime, everyone faces challenges in life that 
can influence our mental health. We know that church and 
spirituality are often places people turn when in crisis, but 
we also know that most faith congregations do not talk about 
mental health. We want to be the kind of faith community 
where we are equipped to understand the nature of mental 
health struggles and know what to do and where to go in the 
event of challenges. We want people to feel safe to share 
their story and be supported in their spiritual journey. Now, 
more than ever, we need to combat the stigma surround-
ing mental health concerns. This is why during this Mental 
Health Month St. Francis will be offering opportunities for 
further learning, prayer, and action so that individuals and 
families can continue to prioritize mental health, build resil-
iency, and continue to cope with the obstacles of COVID-19. 
Visit http://bit.ly/SFAmentalhealth2021 to sign-up to attend 
these opportunities for VIRTUAL conversation around men-
tal health and mental illness.
May 11, 7pm-8:30pm: Mental Health and Mental Illness 
in the Time of COVID with a panel of speakers providing 
a testimony of lived experience with mental illness and the 
impacts of COVID on mental health. 
May 18, 7pm-8pm: Mental Health and Substance Abuse, 
a facilitated dialogue with Darryl West a substance abuse 
counselor who is in long-term recovery. 
May 25, 7pm-8:30pm: Mental Health Resources in our 
Community with a panel of leaders from our community 
sharing what resources are available to individuals and 
families experiencing mental health challenges during the 
pandemic. 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13)

trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org

http://www.bit.ly/demonstration-52021
http://bit.ly/SFAmentalhealth2021
mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Help Needed for our Tech Ministry
 

One of the graces of the past year, has been our ability to 
stream our 9:30 Sunday liturgy to thousands of parishioners 
and guests each week. As we further reopen our liturgies, we 
want to ensure that this vital ministry continues. If you have 
experience with audio/visual equipment and want to share 
these talents with our community, please consider applying to 
assist us. We are looking for individuals who have:
 

•	 Experience with audio or visual technology
•	 Experience with streaming content
•	 Availability on Sundays for the 9:30am mass, maximum of 

1x per month
•	 Potential availability other times for special events/liturgies
•	 Knowledge of/willingness to learn liturgical theology
•	 Knowledge and experience with OBS
 

Please prayerfully consider your participation and apply at the 
following link: https://forms.gle/QEq4Dmiq9HdECHjPA

The Affordable Housing Issue team notes that the mora-
torium on evictions, extended throughout the pandemic,  
is keeping most families off the streets but they are piling 
up tremendous debts, especially to their landlords. Some 
families are getting relief through the CARES Act and other 
federal funding but some landlords have refused to cooper-
ate with the terms and the agencies managing the bills are 
inundated with requests for help. A tsunami of evictions is 
expected when the moratorium ends, which may be June 
30. Please keep those families in your prayers and hearts. 
A St. Vincent de Paul neighbor called recently- a mother 
with 4 small children. She had lost her job earlier in the 
pandemic but started working for a public safety depart-
ment at night. Because she only gets paid monthly and her 
paperwork wasn't completed in time for her paycheck at the 
end of last month, she couldn't pay her rent and was behind 
in her electric bill. In order to work she needed to pay a lot 
in childcare, especially since the older ones were not in 
school due to the pandemic. She received some help from 
a downtown church who referred her to us. We were able 
to also pay some of that rent and with grace, she should be 
able to carry on for her 4 children. 
If you would like to be personally involved with some of 
these families in need, St. Vincent de Paul could use your 
assistance. At this time all work is done by phone and 
email. Volunteers will receive training and support and can 
specify their availability. If interested, please contact Cathy 
Smith at smithcr@gmail.com.

https://form.jotform.com/60824762171152
https://forms.gle/QEq4Dmiq9HdECHjPA


Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need is 
back!  Our refrigerator is now located 
in Cupertino in the Community Center.  
Please note the following when dropping 
off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring Cas-

seroles should be dropped off at the 
Community Center – specifically the 
middle door which opens into Cuper-
tino Room. The middle door will be 
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freezers 
for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients 
for each meal for both Feed the Need 
and Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.
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Watch the latest 
episode of St. Francis 
TV featuring Cardinal 
Gibbon HS and the 
work the students are 
doing with the support 
of the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal.

mailto:kathleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/bishops-annual-appeal/bishops-annual-appeal-donate-online
https://boxcast.tv/view/st-francis-tv---episode-4-z4fmcsria5yv9svqg9ko


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: first and third Monday of each month at 
7:00am via Zoom. Contact is Deacon Steve Andrews at 732-213-0104 
or stephenwandrews@outlook.com
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Communi-
ty. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are suspend-
ed until it is safe for us to come together again. 
Please check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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May Envelope Schedule 
May 9 Weekly
May 16 Weekly
May 16 Catholic Home Mission/
             Communications
May 23 Weekly
May 30 Weekly

http://there.Al
http://there.Al
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play
mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes
mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
https://www.divorcecare.org/about
mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
http://stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:emcunningham3@gmail.com
mailto:ianmar94@aol.com
mailto:annafowler@nc.rr.com
mailto:ccarlson210@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Power and Purpose Conference
Come experience the Holy Spirit's power and healing at the Power and Purpose Conference on June 4-6 at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville. Rediscover the “one thing” – the one Person – that matters most – Jesus Christ. Allow him to 
reveal the purpose of your life: to live in true freedom and joy of the Spirit. Be uplifted by the witness and fellowship of 
disciples like you. Register at steubenvilleconferences.com/adult/ppc, or contact Laura Werner at steubenvillemission-
NC@gmail.com for more information.

http://steubenvilleconferences.com/adult/ppc
mailto:steubenvillemissionNC%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:steubenvillemissionNC%40gmail.com?subject=
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104

Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Mary Arleth 	 847-8205x358
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	  troychaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 mjpfraites@gmail.com
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 919-859-4889
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	

mailto:amcverry@yahoo.com
mailto:edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:hollandbozo@yahoo.com
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