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You can mail your 
contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org

/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

April Envelope Schedule
April 11,  Weekly
April 18, Weekly
April 18, Priest Welfare & Retirement
April 25, Weekly

In three weeks we will begin a series of 10 virtual sessions 
with a discussion option to acquaint or reacquaint the St. 
Francis of Assisi family with the essential beliefs every 
Christian should know but sometimes may have a limited 
understanding. The series will inaugurate a program we are 
calling, To Know, To Believe, To Live. This program is funded 

by the Communities of Calling Initiative grant, which was awarded to our parish 
in 2019. 
It has been my experience as pastor in previous parishes and as an undergrad-
uate professor that some lifelong Catholics have good religious education in 
their background. It is also my experience that many more, including some of 
those with decent religious education backgrounds, lack an understanding of the 
essential, grounding basis for their Christian faith. This series will address these 
basics. 
The hope is that many households of the parish will take an opportunity in the 
coming five months to view the videos and possibly join a small group of other 
parishioners in a conversation about the main points covered in them. Small 
groups will meet virtually two times a month between May-September on a date 
and at a time mutually agreeable to the group for approximately 75-90 minutes 
per meeting. Trained facilitators will act as guides for each group to make the 
time as productive as possible. You may register for a day/time that works best 
for your schedule. If for some reason you need to miss a session (e.g., vaca-
tion), you may always view the video on your own schedule. 
This is a great opportunity to meet new people in the parish, to re-connect with 
familiar ones, and dive into our Christian faith through virtual gatherings. 
Registration for participation in a small group is open April 10-22 via Realm, 
our new in-house communications network. If you have not set up your account 
in Realm, please go to https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm/ to set up your 
account so you may then register for a small group. As all parishioners received 
an invitation to join Realm, you may also check your inbox, spam or junk folders 
to respond to the emailed invitation.
If you have any questions about the series, please contact Kathy Sales at: 
Kathy.Sales@stfrancisraleigh.org. If you have questions about setting up your 
Realm account, please contact Ashley Watson at Ashley.watson@stfrancisra-
leigh.org. 
Growing in faith is a lifelong adventure and I believe this series will be enlight-
ening to everyone from our high school youth to our senior members. Initial 
feedback from those who have seen the previews is very positive. We will use 
music and film clips to accentuate the points and not simply turn this into a dry 
lecture. Presentations will run between 25-35 minutes with opportunities to stop 
during the presentations for small-group discussion. Handouts will accompany 
each video for ease of capturing the main points of each video. 
I believe you will find this series to be helpful to your life as a Christian. 
Please join us.

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
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Our church is one of 13 congregations participating in the Collegeville Institute’s 
Communities of Calling Initiative. This project is one of 13 hubs in the US and 
Canada working with about 350 congregations in the Called to Lives of Meaning 
and Purpose Initiative. 
The Initiative leaders are inviting us to participate in their evaluation and research of 
the entire Initiative. You can help! Please complete this 20-30-minute online survey 
by Sunday, April 25, 2021. The Initiative and hub leaders will share the results from 
our congregation with us. 
Help us learn about how our members understand and live out their callings and its 
role in a life of meaning and purpose. Your survey responses will be anonymous. 
We will only know that they are connected to an attender at Saint Francis. Nobody 
affiliated with your church will see your actual survey responses, and only the 
researchers will have access to the data.
Questions?  Please contact Jane Patterson, project director for the Communities of 
Calling Initiative at jpatterso001@csbsju.edu or Kathleen Cahalan, project director 
for the Called to Lives of Meaning and Purpose Initiative at kcahalan@csbsju.edu.
Member survey link: https://samford.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N4scNs0nUoAYsK 

We’ve provided this brief video tutorial on how to register for Know, Believe, Live small groups. 
You’ll need to login to Realm to register for a Know, Believe, Live Small Group. If you haven’t 
set up your Realm account, please check your email for an invitation to join, and contact our 
Realm Support team with any issues. 

Called to Lives of Meaning and Purpose Initiative Survey

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
mailto:jpatterso001%40csbsju.edu?subject=
https://samford.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N4scNs0nUoAYsK
https://samford.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4N4scNs0nUoAYsK
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://youtu.be/jwBrJ-e5tnw
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/
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Registering for Events in Realm
Whether you’re registering for a bible study, a small group for Know, Believe, and Live or 
ministry event, future registrations for many of our Parish events will be done through Realm. 
Be sure you’re logged into Realm prior to starting the registration process!
Registering for events in Realm is fairly easy. No matter what type of event you’re registering 
for, the first step is logging into Realm. If you haven’t set up your Realm account yet, please 
visit our Parish Realm webpage. An invitation to join was emailed to all parishioners in early 
March, and a reminder email was sent on April 9th. Please contact our Realm Support team if 
you didn’t receive an invitation or if you’re having issues logging in. A tutorial video for Getting 
Started with Realm (Setting up your Realm account) is available here.
You can register for an event on either the web-version of Realm (www.onrealm.org/stfrancis-
raleigh) or on the Realm Connect app. Events can be found in the Events module in Realm 
(look on the left sidebar for “Events” and click the “All Events” tab), or a link will be provided 
for registration in the bulletin, on the website or via email.
Once you’ve logged in, your name and the names of other family members will be displayed 
and you’ll simply need to check off who is attending the event and answer any additional 
questions. If a cost is associated with an event, you’ll be able to input your credit card or bank 
information directly, and you can choose whether to store your payment information for future 
registrations. An email confirming your registration will be sent once you’ve completed the 
process. You are also able to modify or cancel your registration by locating the event in 
“My Events” and clicking the “Manage Registration” button

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYVKCh0wMmw&t=2s
http://www.onrealm.org/stfrancisraleigh
http://www.onrealm.org/stfrancisraleigh


5

Congratulations Lexi, Jason, Dave, and Christine! 
Please pray for our Neophytes as we welcome them at the table of the Lord.

Alexandria “Lexi” Anderson
Alexandria Anderson is coming to us from the Latter Day 
Saints faith tradition. She is the oldest of five in a big, tight-
knit, fun-loving, military family. Lexi grew up “all over” but 
now lives here in Raleigh, working as an analytical chemist. 
In her spare time, she enjoys working out and running, 
reading, and catching up on her favorite programs, especial-
ly crime shows! New to the area, Lexi has found our parish 
to be incredibly warm and welcoming. Lexi is getting married 
this summer and she and her fiancé, Stuart, are looking 
forward to raising their future children in the Catholic Church. 
Click here to send a message to Lexi

Jason Riddle
Jason Riddle grew up in the Baptist tradition in Weaver-
ville, North Carolina, but never celebrated baptism. He 
lives here in Raleigh with his wife, Caroline, and daughter, 
Evelyn, who is a student at TFS. Jason works as a senior 
manager at Cisco Systems. In his free time, he enjoys 
spending time with his family, especially playing with Ev-
elyn. Jason says that our parish is open and welcoming, 
and he is very much looking forward to getting involved 
with the many volunteer ministries here.  
Click here to send a message to Jason

Christine Rion
Christine Rion grew up in a Christian household in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, but was never baptized. A wife and 
mother here in Raleigh, she is taking a break from her 
career in higher education to raise her three children, 
Reagan, Aurora, and Logan. Christine is a self-proclaimed 
podcast junkie. She loves book club and tries to read or 
listen to at least two books each month! She also loves to 
craft and cook for her family. Christine and her husband 
David, along with their three children, will all be celebrat-
ing baptism in the Easter season. She feels that 
St. Francis is among the most welcoming communities 
she has ever experienced and can’t wait to celebrate 
and grow in the Catholic faith as a family.
Click here to send a message to Christine

David “Dave” Rion
David Rion grew up in North and South Carolina. Although 
he was never baptized, he attended Catholic schools his 
whole life and has been brought to the Church by Catholic 
friends. Dave lives in Raleigh and works in his own practice 
as an orthopedic surgeon. In his free time, he enjoys building 
and painting models, as well as tabletop gaming. He also 
loves dogs and has an English Mastiff and an English Bull-
dog. Alongside wife Christine and his three children, Dave 
is journeying towards baptism at Easter. He has found our 
community to have a welcoming atmosphere and a willing-
ness to help newcomers grow in faith. Dave really is looking 
forward to becoming even closer to Jesus Christ through the 
Sacraments. Click here to send a message to Dave

https://form.jotform.com/210614029873050
https://form.jotform.com/210614767401147
https://form.jotform.com/210614717855155
https://form.jotform.com/210614783419154
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

As part of its commitment to educat-
ing the whole person, The Franciscan 
School recognizes that setting students 
up for success also involves showing 
them how to work hard, be brave and 
grow from their failures. This is intention-
al from their start at TFS through their 
entire time here.
For Alex Ruby, who started at TFS in 
sixth grade and graduated in 2011, 
learning from a moment of failure was 
one of his most formative experiences 
at TFS. “I'll always remember the first 
quiz I had in Mr. Watson’s class,” Ruby 
said. “According to the standard I’d set 
for myself, I did very poorly, and I was 
overly upset about it. Mr. Watson kept 
me after class and told me that it was 
just one result – and that what matters 
most is what I would take away from it. 
He encouraged me to prepare better next 
time and reminded me that it wasn’t the 
end of the world. Throughout my life, I’ve 
carried that perspective with me – and I’ll 
never forget it.” 
That key lesson prepared Ruby for a 
lifetime of hard work and determination. 
After graduating from TFS, Ruby went on 
to attend Cardinal Gibbons High School 
and then to study mechanical engineer-
ing at North Carolina State University. In 
May, Ruby graduated with his bachelor’s 
degree – and he recently started as a 

Engineered for Success at TFS

project engineer for an industrial refrig-
eration engineering, design and con-
struction company. “I operate as both a 
system designer in training and a project 
manager of select areas of our construc-
tion sites,” Ruby says. “Currently, I’m a 
registered engineer intern for the state of 
North Carolina and on track to become 
a professional engineer after completing 
three more years of engineering work 
experience.” 
In addition to learning how to work 
hard and persevere at TFS, Ruby also 
recognizes that the faculty had a sig-
nificant role in shaping his career path. 
“Ms. Putnam and Ms. Kowite, two former 
teachers of mine at TFS, were really 
influential. They helped me grow as a 
person and develop my interests and 
passions,” Ruby says. “And Mr. Watson 
helped me develop an interest in the sci-
ences and the field of technology, which 
eventually led me to find my passion for 
engineering.”
As Ruby looks ahead to the future, he 
plans to apply this passion toward energy 
conservation efforts through improved 
technologies, system design and controls 
in large energy usage buildings.
Along with crediting TFS with influential 
teachers, Ruby also points to TFS as the 
place where he built lifelong friendships. 
“Two of my classmates from TFS are still 

my closest friends today – and I even 
went to college and roomed with one of 
them,” Ruby said, “Our time at TFS was 
just the building block for what is still a 
fantastic friendship.” 
For current students at TFS, Ruby offers 
a few words of advice. 
“It was in my time at TFS that I learned 
– through both my failures and success-
es – that if you really want something, 
you need to work hard for it. Along with 
that, I learned that you can’t be afraid to 
put yourself out there,” he says. “While 
it can be scary to try new things, espe-
cially if you enter TFS for the first time 
as a middle school student like I did, it’s 
worthwhile. You’ll only regret the teams 
you didn't try out for and the clubs and 
activities you didn't join. If you take that 
step, you’ll find that you’ll figure out your 
likes and dislikes a lot earlier than most 
people do in life.”
Do you want to learn more about the ed-
ucational experience at The Franciscan 
School? Find out how we can support 
your family’s goals for your child through 
the love and support provided by our TFS 
family by joining our April 14th Virtual Info 
Session through our website at www.
franciscanschool.org or contact Principal 
Mike Watson at michael.watson@stfran-
cisraleigh.org.

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Education Ministries

As Catholics, we find tremendous joy and 
hope in the Resurrection. While Easter 
Sunday and the days following until 
Pentecost officially mark the celebration 
of our belief in Jesus’ rising from the 
dead, we, as faithful followers, try to 
maintain the joy of Easter all year. I have 
written many times how the happiness 
that I find in our preschool helps remind 
me of this joy. I can’t help but think that 
in their honesty, openness, enthusiasm, 
and acceptance, we catch, through our 
preschoolers, examples of God remind-
ing us of the promise He made to us in 
the Resurrection. 
While I often try to share with you 
some of the grand examples of joy at 
preschool, I also want to recognize all 
of the smaller occurrences too. Many 
of these moments are the result of the 
outstanding efforts of our teachers. Every 
day they strive to form happy, excited, 
and curious learners through not only 
planned, teacher driven lessons, but 
also through those that occur under 
the direction of children. Shortly before 
Easter preparations got underway, I had 
the opportunity to witness each type and 
all of the delight that resulted. 

One of our four-year old classes had the 
opportunity to spend some time exploring 
their creative joy by examining the art 
of several famous painters. While art 
history lessons are not generally part of a 
typical preschooler’s day, their teacher’s 
intention was to not only offer exposure 
to artists of the past, but to also give 
the children a chance to expand their 
imaginations in a novel way. Monet’s 
water lilies, O’Keefe’s poppies, Matisse’s 
colors, and Van Gogh’s starry nights 
were all investigated and explored by our 
budding artists. They then showcased 
their creative expression by trying and 
designing their own interpretations of 
some of these famous masters. Watching 
the students delve into different materials 
and techniques was certainly joyous to 
see!  They were so curious and very 
proud to showcase their hard work!
Down the hallway, another class was 
found to be happily involved building and 
operating their own candy shop. It was 
not a planned lesson, but one in which 
the children developed the idea while 
working together during their play. They 
formulated recipes for new flavors and 
candy types while decorating a corner 

of their classroom as their store. As a 
“customer”, I was able to choose from 
a variety of colorful wrapped candies 
while trying new types. Beads, paper, 
tiny erasers, and mini Legos were all 
transformed into delicious confections by 
their budding imaginations. The students 
even worked together to package and 
deliver my order. They learned extra 
patience when I forget twice to visit the 
store during the hours that it was open 
for business!  
Whether it’s by being encouraged to try 
something new or by being enabled to 
expand on their interests, our preschool-
ers provide all those around them with 
examples of joy. I believe that when our 
students share happiness and a smile, 
even without realizing it, they are un-
doubtedly spreading some joy as part of 
God’s plan to remind us of His everlast-
ing love!  
Only a few spots for the ’21-’22 school 
year remain! To learn how to join our 
amazing preschool, please visit our 
website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at: shelley.
freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Spreading Some Joy as Part of God’s Plan
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis Preschool 

http://preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Parish Life Ministries

Over the year of COVID there is a group 
of men, that just like during normal times, 
when help was needed and requested 
they immediately band together to gather 
a group to support the needs at the 
Parish. 
In the summer months of COVID you 
could find them helping support multiple 
Blood Drives here at St. Francis with the 
American Red Cross. The need for blood 
was up and donations were down so they 
made it happen. This past fall and winter 
we had both Bless Fest and Gaudette 
Sunday Drive thru events and they were 
there for both of those to assist with 
traffic flow and greet our parishioners 
while wearing their blue shirts and blue 
badges!  Nope, they didn’t stop there 

Thanks to These Men for Always Putting 
The Needs of Our Parish First

either. They were here to support 3 of 
the COVID vaccines clinics we held here 
on Campus by helping direct people in 
the parking lot and inside the clinic as 
needed. (The first crew even did this in 
the cold rain!).
Who are these men you ask? They are 
the Knight of Columbus here at St. Fran-
cis of Assisi. They are Catholic men, 18 
years of age and older, who are commit-
ted to making their community a better 
place, while supporting their church. 
Knights share camaraderie with men who 
hold similar values while being active in 
their community, supporting their local 
Catholic Church and its causes, while 
deepening their faith, and protecting and 
enhancing their family life.  The Knights 

are modeling for their families what an 
active Catholic Life is- a life of service 
and faith. 
If you are a Catholic man looking for a 
way to connect in this community at the 
same time developing relationships with 
other men and making a positive differ-
ence in the life of the parish and greater 
community then the Knights of Columbus 
might be the group for you. 
To Learn more about the Knights of 
Columbus here at St. Francis visit the All 
Saints Council Web site at 
www.kofc9709.org, or send an email to 
gk@kofc9709.org.
Thanks to these men for always putting 
our parish first. 

Ashley Watson Coordinator of Community Center
	

http://www.kofc9709.org
mailto:gk%40kofc9709.org?subject=
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


9

Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace

Justice and Peace Ministries

How do you talk with your 
children about racism?

 
Racism is a difficult topic to talk about. 
Yet, talking is one of the first and often 
most important steps to understanding 
this very complex topic that is affecting 
the lives of all of us. And like all things 
parents teach their children about, the 
best place to do that is within the loving 
embrace of home.
 

So we invite you to gather your family to-
gether and watch these movies: Akeelah 
and the Bee and/or Remember the Titans 
and read this book: Ghost Boys and then 
gather via Zoom with other parishioners 
for an enlightening discussion, movies 
on April 21 and the book May 12. Follow 
these links for more information and to 
sign up: www.bit.ly/REIT-movie42021  
www.bit.ly/REIT-book52021.
 

Note that these movies and book are 
not Catholic per se, but our tradition and 
the Gospel invite us to look at all of life 
through the lens of our faith.

For several decades now, going back to 
the 1980s with the US Bishops,  1990 
with St. Pope John Paul II, and recently 
with Pope Francis’ encyclical called Lau-
dato si’, the Catholic Church has been on 
the forefront among religious leaders call-
ing for action to care for God’s creation in 
light of our biblical teaching. In Laudato 
si’, Pope Francis wrote, "Everything is 
connected. Concern for the environment 
thus needs to be joined to a sincere 
love for our fellow human beings and an 
unwavering commitment to resolving the 
problems of society."  The US Catholic 
Bishops state, “We show our respect 
for the Creator by our stewardship of 
creation. Care for the earth is not just an 
Earth Day slogan; it is a requirement of 
our faith.”
 

In this spirit, this past Lent, our parish 
community joined parishes across the Di-
ocese of Raleigh to participate in a fast-
ing commitment that drew our attention to 
the cries of the poor and the cries of the 
earth. This program called Greener Lent 
presented the tradition of Lenten fasting 
as an opportunity to understand the im-
pact our habits have on the environment 
and on each other. With commitments by 
114 St. Francis parishioners to abstain 
from eating meat and other food items 
that cause unnecessary stress and harm 

Our Lenten Fast for God’s Creation 
and the Poor and Vulnerable

to animals, land, and atmosphere, we 
were able to make a small but meaning-
ful difference this Lent. Because pollution 
and changes in the climate disproportion-
ally affect the poor and vulnerable in our 
world, Greener Lent was about food and 
about the earth.
 

By making minimal changes to their 
eating habits, the 114 Greener Lent 
participants from St. Francis reduced the 
amount of CO2 emissions approximately 
equivalent to not burning 879 gallons of 
gas. The Lenten fasting of the 406 total 
Diocesan participants was the equiva-
lent of not burning approximately 3065 
gallons of gas.
Hopefully Greener Lent has heightened 
our awareness of our impact on the earth 
we inhabit and strengthened our resolve 
to make positive changes. Later this 
month, we will offer a series of opportu-
nities to celebrate God’s creation near 
Earth Day. Stay tuned for further ideas 
for action. Blessings to all!  If these is-
sues are important to you, and you would 
like to a join a group of passionate peo-
ple to plan and coordinate actions on be-
half of God’s creation, contact our Care 
of  Creation Ministry at  stfccreation@
gmail.com  or find more info  https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation/

A look back at

mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.bit.ly/REIT-movie42021
http://www.bit.ly/REIT-book52021
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation/
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Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need is 
back!  Our refrigerator is now located 
in Cupertino in the Community Center.  
Please note the following when dropping 
off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring Cas-

seroles should be dropped off at the 
Community Center – specifically the 
middle door which opens into Cuper-
tino Room. The middle door will be 
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freezers 
for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients 
for each meal for both Feed the Need 
and Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that ben-
efit members of our St. Francis communi-
ty who are in need.

mailto:kathleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/bishops-annual-appeal/bishops-annual-appeal-donate-online
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: first and third Monday of each month at 
7:00am via Zoom. Contact is Deacon Steve Andrews at 732-213-0104 
or stephenwandrews@outlook.com
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Communi-
ty. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are suspend-
ed until it is safe for us to come together again. 
Please check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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Ignited by Truth
The 18th annual Ignited By Truth Conference will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2021, 10am-5pm ET on the IBT 
YouTube Channel. Speakers include Dr. Scott Hahn, Fr. Michael Schmitz, Fr. Chris Alar, Matthew Leonard, Patri-
cia Sandoval, and John Pridmore. Register at IgnitedByTruth.org for FREE access, including weekly pre-confer-
ence talks!
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http://IgnitedByTruth.org
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104

Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Mary Arleth 	 847-8205x358
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	  troychaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 mjpfraites@gmail.com
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 919-859-4889
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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