
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

March 14, 2021

is here and you’re 
invited to join!

See page 3

This week’s Lenten Challenge

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


TO BE VACCINATED OR NOT:
There is a lot of buzz in Catholic-Land in the United States about 
the morality of receiving the C-19 vaccine. To clarify this situation, 
allow me to cite a statement from the Vatican’s Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, the dicastery responsible for clarifying 

Church teaching, a statement from the chairs of the US Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Committees on Doctrine and Pro-Life, and finally, my interpretation of these two 
statements in plain English. 
Here is what the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, with the explicit approval 
of Pope Francis, says about the morality of receiving the C-19 vaccine: “It is morally 
acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetus-
es in their research and production process.
“Due to the situation of the ongoing pandemic, ‘all vaccinations recognized as clini-
cally safe and effective can be used in good conscience with the certain knowledge 
that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion 
from which the cells used in production of the vaccines derive.’”
Here is what the Chair of the US Bishops’ Doctrine Committee and Chair of the US 
Bishops’ Pro-Life Committee said: “The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 
vaccine for use in the United States again raises questions about the moral permis-
sibility of using vaccines developed, tested, and/or produced with the help of abor-
tion-derived cell lines.”
“Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because an abortion-derived cell 
line was used for testing them, but not in their production. The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine, however, was developed, tested, and is produced with abortion-derived cell 
lines raising additional moral concerns. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
has judged that ‘when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available 
… it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines 
from aborted fetuses in their research and production process.’ However, if one can 
choose among equally safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, the vaccine with the 
least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. Therefore, if one has 
the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over 
Johnson & Johnson’s.”  
“While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical companies stop using abor-
tion-derived cell lines, given the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, 
we affirm again that being vaccinated can be an act of charity that serves the com-
mon good.”
Here is my interpretation of these two statements in plain English: While preferable 
that no cell lines from aborted fetuses be used in the production or testing of any 
vaccines, Pfizer or Moderna vaccines are approved because cell lines from aborted 
fetuses were used ONLY to test them, not in their production. The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine is permissible as an act of charity that serves the common good of society 
if the other two are not available or if there is no option to get either the Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine. While all three vaccines use cell lines from aborted fetuses in some 
way, receiving any of these three vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation in 
an abortion which would make receiving them morally prohibited.

Msgr. Clay
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You can mail your 
contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org

/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

March Envelope Schedule
March 14 Weekly
March 14 Catholic Relief Services/
Home for the Poor
March 14 Easter Flowers
March 21 Weekly
March 28 Weekly
March 28 Palm Sunday/Catholic 
Parish Outreach

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:

+ Vincent Clark

+ George Hermann
 
+ Joseph McKinnon
 
+ Marta Concepcion 

+ Augusto Ramaro 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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Viewing Your Contributions is easy in Realm!   
Whether you’re using the Realm website or Realm Connect 
app, viewing your contributions is just a few clicks away.
All of your contributions, including donations made through 
Faith Direct, by check, and with cash (if you provided your 
name/envelope number) can be viewed in Realm. 
 

To view your contributions on the Realm website (onrealm.
org/StFrancisRaleigh), click the Giving tab on the left side 
of your screen. Your year to date contributions are dis-
played, and you can then filter the information by modifying 
the date range using the drop down menus or the funnel 
icon.  
To download a report to your computer/laptop/iPad and/
or print your 2020 Contribution report, simply click the blue 
“2020 Contribution Report” button. Once a Giving State-
ment PDF is generated you are able to download and/or 
print the file. 
You’ll also be able to see how you have supported St. Fran-
cis for up to ten years by modifying the date ranges, funds, 
or campaigns using the dropdown menus and filters. 

An invitation to join Realm was sent via email on March 5 to all registered adult parishioners. Please check your email (includ-
ing your spam folder) for the invitation. If you didn’t receive an email, or if you’re having issues logging in, our support team 
has created a webpage full of resources to help. Visit www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm.  You can browse through FAQ’s, view our 
Getting Started Guide or contact the support team about Realm issues you’re having. Once logged in, you’ ll want to review your 
contact information, and update your privacy and notification settings.

From the Realm Connect App: 
Click on the “Giving” icon at the bottom of your 
phone screen and your contribution history for the 
current year and past years will be displayed. You 
can view, but not print your Giving Statement/Con-
tribution report from the Realm Connect app.

Winners of the Franciscan Gifts for this Week: 
Lorraine Burquist

Patrick Giangrosso
John Budway

Dorothy Pribish
Bruce Cartier

Ellen Calle
Diane Callaghan

Jen Torrey
Annie Tomayko
Gina Hawkins

Need Help Logging Into Realm? 
Realm Support is here to help! Visit the Realm Support page at 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm/. Contact us by completing 
a Realm Support request form.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwiFD-xRW6FxOcugN-AfN7yS15OQ7J1aRs80gkSlgiD6X3vQ/viewform
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://greenerlent.org
https://greenerlent.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheCatholicCommunityofStFrancisOfAssisi/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8dNWajvXJ78xdDcKPrDZOw
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=


Are you considering becoming Catholic or com-
pleting your Catholic sacraments? The RCIA, or 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is a journey 
of faith through which those wishing to become 
Catholic prepare for full initiation into the church 
and the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. This journey  is for those who are 
not baptized or for people who are baptized in 
other Christian faith traditions. In addition, we 
also walk with baptized Catholics who have not 
yet received First Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 

Through the RCIA and Adult Sacramental Preparation process, you will have an op-
portunity to come together in a small group to understand how much God loves you 
and for what purpose you were made, to pray, to become a part of our community, 
and to learn more about the Catholic faith. You can join at any time.
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Lent is a time when our community accompanies those in the RCIA preparing to 
enter the Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, 
on the final leg of their journey to full initiation at the Easter Vigil. As part of your 
Lenten observance, please consider sending a message of encouragement and 
love to each of our four Elect by using our simple online submission portal found 
here: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/rcia-elect/ Thank you for your prayers for and 
support of Lexi, Jason, Christine, and Dave! For questions or more information, 
please email Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Connect With Our Elect

Click image above to view event flier

Click image above to view episode

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/rcia-elect/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/rcia-elect/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/PlamsPrayersProcessionFinal.pdf
https://boxcast.tv/view/st-francis-tv--episode-2-a4ylv9035ckwuwxlh65z
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

Michael Moody and his brother, fellow TFS Alum

From his kindergarten classroom at TFS 
to his current pursuit of the rigors of den-
tal school, Michael Moody believes the 
character traits that are instilled early are 
the ones that stay with you for a lifetime.
“Some of the things I learned at TFS 
that I still use today are to always have a 
good work ethic, believe in your faith in 
Jesus, and to always treat others like you 
want to be treated,” Moody shares.
Moody was part of TFS throughout 
elementary and middle school, and then 
attended Millbrook High School where 
he completed the International Bacca-
laureate program. After graduation, he 
pursued his undergraduate education at 
Hampden-Sydney College and majored 
in biology and minored in chemistry 
in May 2020. In addition to a grueling 
academic schedule, Moody was also a 
four-year varsity tennis player -- three of 
the years, serving as team captain.
Today, Moody works at NuImage Sur-
gical and Dental Implant Center as a 
clinical assistant and is in the process of 

applying to dental school. However, his 
years at TFS left him with memories he 
still carries with him today.
“Some of my fondest memories at TFS 
had to be the countless sporting events 
I got to participate in with some great 
teammates while in middle school. My 
greatest elementary school moments 
were our yearly Field Days,” Moody 
remembers.
Beyond his time on the courts, Moody 
credits numerous TFS teachers for hav-
ing a significant impact on his develop-
ment.
“One staff member that had an extreme 
impact on my life was Jerome Friedman, 
father of a classmate, Vince, and our 
basketball coach throughout middle 
school,” Moody says. “Another influential 
faculty member was Chris Cadran who 
was my math teacher for two years and 
my baseball coach. My religion teacher 
during my first communion in second 
grade, Miss Barbara Smelter, was also 
extremely influential.”

After his many years at the school, Moody 
is quick to recommend TFS to any parent 
considering a Catholic education.
“TFS is a great place to entrust with the 
education of your kids - not just academi-
cally but for personal growth,” he says. “It 
is a place that from the beginning teaches 
the right morals, the importance of hard 
work, and how to be a good peer.”
Do you want to learn more about how The 
Franciscan School prepares our students 
to live out their Catholic faith as part of 
their excellent educational experience? 
Join us for one of our upcoming virtual 
information sessions to learn more on 
how we can support your family’s goals 
for your child through the guidance and 
support provided by our parish school. 

March 16 at 12:00pm
April 14 at 7:00pm 

More information can be found on our 
website at www.franciscanschool.org or 
contact Principal Mike Watson at 
michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Game, Set, Match

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:michael.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

There are many things for which I am 
thankful in relation to my work at pre-
school. I have written in previous articles 
and also told many people how fortunate 
I am to be able to go to a job where 
every day I am guaranteed a smile. 
Particularly in this challenging year, more 
people should be as fortunate. 
I think I would need several pages to 
catalog all of the smiles that I have had 
and received in my last 11+ years at 
preschool!  As you might expect, the 
students are behind the vast majority!  
This past week was no exception. Our 
five year olds had me sporting a real 
Cheshire Cat grin early in the week when 
they were enjoying time in the sunshine 
out on Exploration Station. The original 
thought behind the creation of this play 
area was to create an outdoor space 
where children could fully use their imag-
inations while connecting with nature 
and the outdoors. One of the favorite 
activities on Exploration Station has 
become “cooking” in the kitchen. Pine 

cone soup, mulch muffins, and grilled 
leaf burgers are just a few of the recipes 
being concocted on any given day. Our 
5 year olds took the use of the cooking 
utensils to a whole new level when they 
spontaneously came together as a class 
and started beating on the pots, banging 
sticks together, and dancing on the log 
pieces. They were radiant as they worked 
together to create an impromptu band. 
There was no input from their teachers or 
prepared lessons; the idea sparked from 
their own creativity. Their teachers only 
interfered on their fun enough to cheer 
words of encouragement. The preschool-
ers certainly were creating a joyful noise!  
One of the band leaders, Penelope, com-
mented to her teachers: “We are gonna 
do this every day!” 
The organic formation of this class 
activity as well as the smiles and com-
ments helped me reflect on how grateful 
I am that we have a place in which 
children feel loved and free to express 
themselves. I am grateful that we have 
a place where our teachers nurture and 

encourage new ideas, active exploration, 
and budding imaginations. I am grateful 
that we have a place where our children 
learn that working together can lead to 
the sharing and development of fun and 
exciting experiences. How lucky we are 
to have a place in our community where 
enthusiastic smiles are contagious and 
can remind us of all that God puts in our 
days to fill them with joy. This is especially 
true on the difficult days when we have 
trouble seeing beyond the darkness and 
remembering that God is always with us. 
May we always look for the joyful mo-
ments that God gives us. May we be 
open to smiles and the opportunity to see 
the goodness of the people or situation 
around us. Let us always feel the Lord’s 
presence among us!  
 

Registration for the 21-22 school year is 
ongoing! To learn how to join our amazing 
preschool, please visit our website at: pre-
schoolatstfrancis.com or contact Shelley 
Freeman at
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

“These things have I spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” John 15:11

Creating a Joyful Noise!

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

The pandemic certainly changed ministry life! Some ministries have had to totally 
pause their good works, some ministries have changed venues, but are still working. 
One of those ministries Is Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound. I’d like to share 
a bit about this ministry in hopes that we can find more people to serve and more 
people who would like to serve in this wonderful, critical ministry. 
For many years, the EM to the Homebound was led by Pat Spencer. She and this 
group of parishioners would take turns visiting members of our community who could 
not come to mass. There are so many reasons people can’t come to mass – transpor-
tation, mobility, caring for a loved one who can’t be left alone. And our ministers would 
come to church, get the Eucharist, take it to the home and follow the sacred ritual of 
offering the Body of Christ. 
Sometimes the Eucharist is offered to just one person, sometimes to the person and 
their family members who are there to visit and many times to the person and the 
care team in the home. Many times, if the person is in good health, there is scripture 
and a discussion about the readings. But every time, every visit, there is prayer, there 
is caring, there is the presence of God, and there is Eucharist.
 

During those early months of the pandemic, when the church was closed and we 
were all homebound, the most frequent comment I heard was, “when can we get back 
to church?” And it always brought to mind that this must be what the people served by 
this ministry feel. The pandemic wasn’t really a change to them. This was what their 
lives were already like. And my appreciation for the men and women in this ministry 
grew exponentially. 
So now, we have a new leader, Melanie Fraites. She led the ministry before Pat and 
returned to lead the ministry when Pat stepped away. We have reviewed the process 
of offering the Eucharist and instituted standards that make it safe for everyone – 
putting the Eucharist in paper cups, sanitizing hands every step of the way, wearing 
masks and meeting on front porches. What has stayed the same is the deep appre-
ciation felt – by both the minister and the person ministered to – for our faith, for this 
ministry and for the gift of the Eucharist. 
If you would like to participate in this ministry – to distribute the Eucharist or to receive 
it – please contact Melanie Fraites at mjpfraites@gmail.com 

Divorce Care
Join us in February for our next session 
via Zoom on Tuesday, February 2 to May 
11 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Fee is $20.00 
per book. Registration link coming soon. 
We do ask that everyone (new and past 
participants) register for this event. Each 
week is different, so you can join any-
time. All are welcome! For more informa-
tion, and to register, please visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/di-
vorce-care/.

St. Francis Men's Prayer Breakfast
The St. Francis Men's Prayer Breakfast 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the 
month from 7:00 - 8:00am. Beginning 
Monday, March 1st we will be discussing 
Thomas Merton's "Traveling Your Road 
to Joy" from the bridges to contemplative 
living series. The meeting will be virtual, 
but is an opportunity to meet with men of 
all ages to consider where joy reaches 
you in your day to day life. And if you are 
wondering the last time joy found you, 
then this ministry is definitely for you! 
Questions? Please contact Deacon 
Steve at (732) 213-0104 or email Steve 
Andrews at stephenwandrews@outlook.
com. For more information, please visit 
our website:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mens-
ministry/

SCAM ALERT
Scammers are at it again sending 
malicious emails to parishioners. You 
will NEVER get a soliciation email 
from our pastor or bishop asking for 
“a favor”, or for emergency help in 
the form of money. Please do not 
open or click on them. Simply trash 
them. They could cause havoc on 
your computer and your pocket book.

We are in need of volunteers who from 
their own home attend a SVdP Meeting 
via Zoom. The Story Teller would then 
select two cases that were discussed 
on a Neighbor’s difficulties and how we 
helped them, and write stories for the 
bulletin. Anyone from a Teen on up who 
likes to write stories can apply. It is 
important to keep parishioners informed.  
If interested in helping contact Cathy 
Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.

mailto:mjpfraites%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/
mailto:smithtcr@gmail.com
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WHAT: 
The Education Advocacy Committee 
of the SFA Office of Justice and Peace 
will conduct a Zoom Listening Session 
to gather the educational experiences 
of Wake County Public School System 
stakeholders particularly during this year 
of COVID.
 

WHO:
All Wake County Public School System 
stakeholders: educators, staff, parents and 
students (middle and high school aged) 
 

Share Your 
WCPSS Story
March 15 at 7:00pm via Zoom

This past week, 61 people completed our most recent 8-week small group on racial 
justice. The program was called “Faith and Racial Healing: Embracing Truth, Justice, 
and Restoration.” This was part 2 of a 3-part series put out by the national organiza-
tion called JustFaith Ministries, Inc.
goals of these past 8 weeks included: 1) To learn about the history of racial injus-
tice in the U.S., so that we might better understand and more effectively eradicate 
modern-day racial injustice, 2) To learn how faith communities responded to racial 
injustice in the past, so that we might learn from their mistakes and successes, and 
3) To learn from the faith and spiritual wisdom of those who endured injustice and 
stood for freedom. The curriculum focused on reading and discussing several books, 
retreat and prayer time, a virtual visit to the International Civil Rights Museum in 
Greensboro, NC, and a guest speaker. These facilitated small groups provided a 
safe yet challenging space for participants to wrestle with very difficult subject matter 
and sit in prayer wondering what is ours to do in light of our current cultural situation.
How is God asking me to reckon with our dark US history, with my privilege, and with 
my gospel call to love my neighbor and be a voice for justice for all God’s people, 
especially the most vulnerable?
One of the key reflections of this past 8-weeks was the relationship of racism and 
trauma. One of the books we read was Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome: American’s 
Legacy of Enduring Injury & Healing by Dr. Joy Degruy. In this book, with her years 
working as a mental health professional and seeing the way our nervous systems 
are negatively affected by trauma, Dr. Degruy highlights how centuries of traumatic 
abuse, slavery, segregation, lynchings, and oppression have negatively impacted 
people of African descent in America. It became very clear to all participants that 
acknowledging this trauma and casting it in a broad, unflickering light is all of our re-
sponsibility and an important part of our healing and restoration. We also recognized 
that healing from this kind of trauma must occur on a societal and individual level.

 LAST CALL !!   Course - Faith & Racial 
Equity: Exploring Power & Privilege 
beginning the week of April 12
We are offering part 1 of JustFaith’s 
3-part series on racism again!  It’s called 
Faith & Racial Equity: Exploring Power 
& Privilege.  It is an eight week course, 
which begins with a small retreat, that will 
be offered via Zoom on Monday eve-
nings and Tuesday mornings beginning 
April 12/13. Rooted in faith, prayer and 
Scripture it awakens groups to the eco-
nomic systems, public policies, cultural 
norms, and hidden biases that empower 
some and oppress others. It introduces 
a framework for understanding and rec-
ognizing racial disparities in power and 
privilege and helps participants explore 
how faith should inform their response to 
learning, as well as discern action steps 
for working toward racial equity in their 
own communities.
Faith and Racial Equity is not for the faint 
of heart. It is designed for participants 
who are willing to wrestle with hard ques-
tions and take an honest look at their 
own attitudes, assumptions, and choices. 
However, through spiritual grounding 
and community-building, participants 
find support and belonging throughout 
their journey to personal transformation 
and social action. Sign up here if you are 
interested or would like to learn more: 
www.bit.ly/SFA-FRE2021

Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace
Justice and Peace Ministries

Faith and Racial Healing: 
Embracing Truth, Justice and Restoration

WHEN:
Monday, March 15 at 7:00pm via Zoom
 

WHY:
Your insights are invaluable to highlight 
and clarify the prevalent issues facing 
WCPSS in 2021.
 

HOW: 
Sign up for the event by completing this 
Education in WCPSS form or email Pam 
Peroutky at pperoutky@gmail.com for 
more information.

http://www.bit.ly/SFA-FRE2021
http://www.bit.ly/SFA-FRE2021
mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsYr4HpIdYOLxxoThoKhY_VuxcRp1Ov7iNAo2juHRM1e6eGA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsYr4HpIdYOLxxoThoKhY_VuxcRp1Ov7iNAo2juHRM1e6eGA/viewform
mailto:pperoutky%40gmail.com?subject=


Greener Lent is a beautiful way to expand your traditional days of abstinence 
and fasting during this holy season by giving up consumption of meat and 
becoming more aware of our eating habits as they relate to our care of the 
planet and the poor. There are many parishes in the Diocese of Raleigh par-
ticipating in this Lent program as we seek to live out our call to care for God’s 
creation, our “common home,” as Pope Francis says. To find more info online 
about Greener Lent and to sign-up to participate during Lent, go directly to 
www.greenerlent.org. You can also contact our St. Francis Creation Care 
Ministry at stfccreation@gmail.com.

Before the holidays, each family received 
a letter from Monsignor Clay requesting 
your support in 2021 through your time, 
talent, and/or treasure. Partnered with 
that letter was the 2021 *Stewardship 

greenerlent.org 

Learn more or sign up today at:

We are 
called.

Greener Lent is a community lenten fasting 

program focused on justice for the poor who 

are most affected by climate degradation. By 

reducing meat consumption, especially beef, 

together, we substantially reduce our personal 

environmental impact. Join us, and weekly you will 

see the impact that your parish and other Catholic 

churches are having on carbon emissions.

For more information contact the 
St Francis Care of Creation Team at 
stfccreation@gmail.com

Diocese of Raleigh
Catholic

St. Francis of Assisi 
2021 Family 

Stewardship 
Commitment Form

Commitment Form. If you have not had the opportunity to discuss and pray about how 
Christ calls us to be disciples, please take a moment to do so now. It is so important 
to fill out the form and return it to the parish as soon as possible. As Monsignor Clay’s 
letter articulates: “this is not a binding contract but a good faith pledge to do your 
best to support the parish in the way(s) that is/are possible for each member of your 
household.”  The *Stewardship Commitment Form provides a way to think about and 
then share how you will be a passionate steward here at St. Francis. If you prefer to 
complete the Stewardship Commitment Form online, you can do that now by clicking 
here. Thank you for supporting our parish home. On a personal note, I pray every day 
for our entire St. Francis family and I am so very grateful for your belief in Stewardship 
as a Way To Life. I hope that the new year brings much needed healing and peace to 
every member of this big beautiful St. Francis family. 
 

If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me. Deb.
Royals-Mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.org or by calling (919) 847-8205x222. 
 

*The parish Stewardship Commitment form is not the form to use for the Franciscan 
School or the St. Francis of Assisi Preschool stewardship rate application process. 
That is a separate form and can be found on the school website.

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey is an opportunity for patients, survivors, 
and caregivers to explore what the scriptures say about your cancer journey. 
Discover the truths that Jesus wants to give you beyond peace. He wants to give 
you bottomless strength, unsurmountable courage, abundant guidance, abound-
ing joy, thriving relationships and above all, hope. 
Contact kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or call 919-847-8205x241.
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It’s time to roll up your sleeve for our Spring Blood Drive on Saturday, March 27, 2021. 
Hosted by the American Red cross and our Knights of Columbus, this is one of the 
largest blood drives in the area. To sign up, visit https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.
html/drive-results?zipSponsor=27613

http://www.greenerlent.org
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.jotform.com/SFa11401z/stewardship-commitment-form
mailto:Deb.Royals-Mizerk%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Deb.Royals-Mizerk%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:kayhleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:kathleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=27613
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=27613
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=27613
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Clothing Children with Dignity and Love
Volunteers needed to sort

You will be trained, masked and socially 
distanced 

Families/groups are welcome!
 

To register: 
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-reg-

istration-form/
To volunteer: 

https://signup.com/go/wKTLsfa

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need is 
back!  Our refrigerator is now located 
in Cupertino in the Community Center.  
Please note the following when dropping 
off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring Cas-

seroles should be dropped off at the 
Community Center – specifically the 
middle door which opens into Cuper-
tino Room. The middle door will be 
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freezers 
for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients 
for each meal for both Feed the Need 
and Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that ben-
efit members of our St. Francis communi-
ty who are in need.

Thank you to all 
Feed the Need and 
Caring Casserole 

Cooks!
We received 63 Caring Casserole meals 
and 38 fresh meals from our Feed the 
Need cooks for the month of February.
February may be the shortest month, but 
our ministry certainly packs a lot of love, 
talent and community into every single 
day. Thank you!

http://www.bit.ly/breakfastatOCCmarch28-2021
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-registration-form/
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-registration-form/
https://signup.com/go/wKTLsfa
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-registration-form/
http://www.bit.ly/breakfastatOCCmarch28-2021
mailto:kathleen.owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: first and third Monday of each month at 
7:00am via Zoom. Contact is Deacon Steve Andrews at 732-213-0104 
or stephenwandrews@outlook.com
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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http://there.Al
http://there.Al
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play
mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes
mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
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Catholic Charities - Virtual Toast to the Gala
Join Catholic Charities for our 2021 “Virtual Toast to the Gala” on Friday, April 23, 2021 at 7:00pm. This year, 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Annual Catholic Charities Gala will be reformatted into a virtual event, 
which not only allows for the health and safety of our guests, but also provides an opportunity for all members of 
the Diocese of Raleigh to learn about the impact of Catholic Charities.
The virtual event will be live streamed for all to enjoy. For more information, or to support this year’s Gala, 
please visit www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/toast-gala, or email Katey Fithian, Director of Development, at 
Katey.Fithian@ccharitiesdor.org.

http://www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/toast-gala
mailto:Katey.Fithian%40ccharitiesdor.org?subject=
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104

Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	  troychaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
mailto:rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
mailto:jepetzka@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
mailto:lpiraino7@gmail.com
mailto:bcartier7@gmail.com
mailto:sfapenpal@gmail.com
mailto:thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
mailto:aggiedalton@gmail.com
mailto:ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
mailto:whitehouseben5@gmail.com
mailto:firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 mjpfraites@gmail.com
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 919-859-4889
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	

mailto:amcverry@yahoo.com
mailto:edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:hollandbozo@yahoo.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
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