March 7, 2021 Third Sunday of Lent

This week’s Lenten Challenge

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in
word, sacrament and one

another, offering Hope to those is here and you’re

who hunger for human dignity, Lo Ly
and extending Hospitality to all. invited to join!

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi

11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org


http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/bishops-annual-appeal/bishops-annual-appeal-donate-online

We are beginning discussions around admitting

more people to our weekend Masses in light

of progress being made with vaccinations.

It will be a very small increase as we have

been wisely counseled by the medical experts

guiding us that hospitals are still very full and
there is some concern about variants to the coronavirus that are
now appearing in North Carolina. As we watch data numbers over
the next few weeks, we will be back in touch with you about when
we might be able to safely increase the number of people we can
welcome to worship with us on the weekend. | realize this is par-
ticularly painful as we celebrate Lent and with Holy Week on the
horizon but am cautiously optimistic we will be slowly able move
little-by-little back to a normal community of faith.

We are blessed to have four adults who are moving progressively
to the waters of baptism this Easter Vigil. | encourage you to read
their profiles on our parish website and, most importantly, pray for
them by name in the remaining weeks of Lent as they make their

final preparations to be baptized, confirmed, and receive the Holy
Eucharist for the first time.

In addition to them, we have other adults, already baptized in other
Christian traditions, who will come into full communion with the
Catholic Church, be confirmed, and receive Holy Eucharist with us
for the first time on Pentecost Sunday. Finally, there are several
adults baptized in infancy as Catholics who will be confirmed and
receive the Holy Eucharist on the Third Sunday of Easter, the Sun-
day the Church traditionally focuses on the gift of the Eucharist in
the Easter season.

All of these men and women have been involved with our RCIA
for many months. They are being welcomed into the Church or
completing their initiation sacraments at various times during the
Easter season both in keeping with our safety procotols which
limit the number of people we can accommodate at Mass and by
making clear distinctions among these three groups of people who
are undertaking the journey to the initiation sacraments, and for
those who are not Catholic, to Catholicism.

Msgr. Clay

The Diocese of Raleigh and Eastern North Carolina BAA
updates are posted weekly. If you would like to monitor the
progress of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church please visit
https:/dioceseofraleigh.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/
BAA2021-Progress-Report-03-04-2021.pdf

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the 2021
Bishop’s Annual Appeal, please contact Deb Royals Mizerk at
919-847-8205x222 or Deb.Royals-Mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.org.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
AND PERPETUAL LIGHT
SHINE UPON THEM:

+ Richard Berger
Father of Karin Kuropas

+ Donald Reuter

You can mail your
contribution to us at:

St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road
Raleigh, NC 27613

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
[faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

Additional Online Giving Methods:
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

March Envelope Schedule
March 7 Weekly

March 7 Mortgage Sunday
March 14 Weekly

March 14 Catholic Relief Services/
Home for the Poor

March 14 Easter Flowers

March 21 Weekly

March 28 Weekly

March 28 Palm Sunday/Catholic
Parish Outreach
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Features and Benefits

We are excited to finally launch Realm to our St. Francis family after more than a year of preparation! Over the next few weeks,
we’ll be highlighting the various benefits that Realm brings to the parish. Check back each week as we highlight features in the
Realm Corner. When you set up an account in Realm, your name will automatically be entered in a drawing to receive one of
several Franciscan gifts as a thank you for getting on board. Winners will be randomly selected each week in March and notified

via Realm.

Whatis Realm?

Realm is a ministry software tool that will enable our parish to

engage in ways that we haven't been able to previously. Wheth-

er you login on the website or use the Realm Connect app,

you'll be able to stay connected to what’s going on in the parish

— from virtually anywhere. Here are some of the highlights of

what Realm will enable us to do as a parish community:

* Register for upcoming events, such as bible studies, summer
camp, basketball and more

* Engage with ministries that you're in (called Groups). Access
resources for your ministry, communicate with other mem-
bers in your ministry and let leaders know whether you can
make it to meetings.

+ Indicate your serving talents and which ministries you're
interested in joining (Talents and Interests)

+ Search for and request to join new ministry groups

+ Update your contact information, set who can see your in-
formation (privacy) and how you want to receive information
(notifications)

+ View your current and past contributions and download and
print reports

Creating Your Realm Account

The first step is to create an account in Realm. An invita-
tion to join Realm was sent via email on Friday, March 5 to
all registered adult parishioners. Please check your email
(including your spam folder) and if you didn't receive an
invitation, please visit the Realm webpage for some possible
solutions and what to do next. Once logged in, you'll want to
review your contact information, and update your privacy and
notification settings. View our Getting Started Guide to learn
more about Realm.

Having issues with logging in? We've got you covered!

Our support team has created a webpage full of resources
to help you. Browse through our Getting Started Guide and
FAQs for information about Realm. We have a designated
section for volunteer ministry leaders (Group Leaders) as
well. If our resources don't answer your questions, contact
us by filling out a Realm Support form found on the Realm
webpage (www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm).
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Lent is a time when our community accompanies those in the RCIA preparing to
enter the Church through the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist,
on the final leg of their journey to full initiation at the Easter Vigil. As part of your
Lenten observance, please consider sending a message of encouragement and
love to each of our four Elect by using our simple online submission portal found
here: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/rcia-elect/ Thank you for your prayers for and
support of Lexi, Jason, Christine, and Dave! For questions or more information,
please email Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Are you considering becoming Catholic or com-
pleting your Catholic sacraments? The RCIA, or
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is a journey
of faith through which those wishing to become
Catholic prepare for full initiation into the church
and the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and
Confirmation. This journey is for those who are
not baptized or for people who are baptized in
other Christian faith traditions. In addition, we
also walk with baptized Catholics who have not
yet received First Eucharist and/or Confirmation.

Through the RCIA and Adult Sacramental Preparation process, you will have an op-

portunity to come together in a small group to understand how much God loves you
and for what purpose you were made, to pray, to become a part of our community,
and to learn more about the Catholic faith. You can join at any time.

NEW! Panorama
of the Old
Testament
Spring Virtual
Bible Study

Using the Zoom platform, join longtime
St. Francis bible study facilitator, Rich
Zemonek, to explore the sweeping saga
of God’s people and their sacred journey.
Panorama of the Old Testament surveys
the variety of books found in the Old
Testament. Uncover interwoven themes,
the background of familiar characters and
God’s overall plan of salvation. A perfect
way to begin a great adventure or step
back and see where you have been in
your study of the Bible.

This study has 4 sessions. Commentary,
study and reflection questions, prayer,
and access to recorded lectures are
included in the registration cost.

Dates: 4 Sessions on Wednesday
evenings from 7:00 to 8:30pm — 4/7, 4/14,
4/21, 4/28

Cost: $15 per person. Registered partic-
ipants will be contacted about materials
pickup before the study begins.

Registration is required. Visit https:/
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
to register.

For more information, contact Jennifer.
Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Registration closes on March 15 and is
limited to the first 15 participants.
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Mike Watson, Principal TFS

Affirming History

Last month, we celebrated Black History
Month, and each day at The Franciscan
School’s Morning Prayer we read about a
famous African American. From Mu-
hammed Ali to Sojourner Truth to Satchel
Paige and the Tuskegee Airmen, we
heard about the humiliations faced, and
ultimate personal dignity, of those who
struggled for equality and justice. This
month we celebrate Women'’s History
Month, and have the opportunity to
recount the stories of the many women
who have directed history and fought for
the same equality and justice. Today,
March 7th, is the anniversary of “Bloody
Sunday” when, in 1965, Civil Rights
marchers walking from Selma to Mont-
gomery were attacked, and the humili-
ations were on full display on television
for all to see. It is also the anniversary of
the first female director being awarded
an Oscar, Kathryn Bigelow. The conflu-
ence of struggle and success on this day
brings to light what we are all called by
God to be and do here in His name.
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We identify and highlight people during
these “official” commemorations, but this
cannot be just a “checklist item” that we
do just during designated times. Really,
we should and do celebrate people of

all races, colors, ethnicities and national
origin every single day at The Franciscan
School. How do we do this? How do we
show our love for all? We do so by follow-
ing the precepts of our Faith, which is the
first characteristic of a school dedicated
to Faith, Academics and Service. Our
Faith proclaims that human life is sacred
and that the dignity of the human person
is the foundation of a moral vision for
society. Throughout scripture, we are re-
minded that we are all, without exception,
created in the image of God. Not some
of us, not many of us, but every person
has the special and unique imprint of
God upon their soul and their dignity

is unquestionable. We are called as
Catholics to not only live by this teaching,
but to be advocates for, and witnesses
to, the inherent dignity of all with our ac-
tions, words and deeds. We stand in the

breach as people of God and, as always
His hands and feet on Earth, here to fulfill
his mission. At St. Francis of Assisi, the
St. Francis Preschool and The Francis-
can School, we are fortunate to be part
of the community that upholds the value
of every human life on Earth and the
grace and significance of every person.

Do you want to learn more about how
The Franciscan School prepares our
students to live out their Catholic faith
as part of their excellent educational
experience? Join us for one of our
upcoming virtual information sessions to
learn more on how we can support your
family’s goals for your child through the
guidance and support provided by our
parish school.

March 16 at 12:00pm
April 14 at 7:00pm

More information can be found on our
website at www.franciscanschool.org or
contact Principal Mike Watson at mi-
chael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do Jqooa’ to everyone,

and especially to those who are of the househol,

Every year at preschool, | am blessed to
witness many acts of kindness. Some of
them are big and some small. | am lucky
to have been able to witness not only
the giving but the receiving as well. As
people of faith, doing good and giving of
oneself is what we all try to live by while
at the same time also teaching our chil-
dren how to do the same. Our teachers
give of themselves over and over again.
By the nature of their passion and dedi-
cation to their students, they continually
go above and beyond. They give unself-
ishly day in and day out, in pandemics
and in “normal” times. They are one part
of what makes our preschool community
so wonderful.

Another important part of our preschool
are our parents and families. Time and
time again, our families overwhelm us
with kindness in so many ways. From
monthly snacks to special videos, to
words of gratitude and everywhere in

between, we are given examples of kind-

ness. Not only do our current families do
this, but often times so do our past fami-
lies. An amazing act of kindness from an
alumni family was recently bestowed on
us in the form of a playground donation
which enables us to complete the reno-
vation all at once. We received another in
the form of a COVID-19 vaccination clinic
for teachers/staff this past weekend. We
not only had a current family offer our ed-
ucators a chance for the clinic, but also
an alumni family. With our alumni parent,
Lauren Crotty, we were able to have the
pharmacy for whom she works come and
vaccinate our teachers from The Francis-
can School and preschool. Additionally,
we were also able to include the neigh-
boring teachers from Sycamore Creek
Elementary. While there was a lot of work
done behind the scenes by Lauren and
several volunteers, it was undoubtedly an
amazing collaborative effort by all! The
atmosphere of the day was charged with
not only kindness and care but also with
an overwhelming sense of gratitude for

of ﬁll't/? 7 Galatians 6:10

the opportunity. | heard countless words
of appreciation from teachers. There
were even several tears shed both from
recipients as well as from the vaccinators
who were so overcome with emotion in
being able to be part of the event. Their
kindness for our teachers just radiated
everywhere!

Every day, | feel so fortunate to be a
member of a community where kind-
ness is personified and exemplified! My
prayer is certainly one of thanksgiving

for all who make this possible. | have
mentioned previously, that it is also one
in which | ask God to enable of us to best
guide our children to become “sharers” of
kindness, particularly to those who do not
regularly have it bestowed upon them.

Registration for the 21-22 school year is
ongoing! To learn how to join our amaz-
ing preschool, please visit our website
at: preschoolatstfrancis.com or contact
Shelley Freeman at
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES

Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

The Plan

Several weeks ago, St. Francis hosted a COVID-19 First Shot Clinic. It was an
amazing opportunity to work with the folks at St. Joseph Primary Care to bring
this important vaccine to more people. Many folks received a shot that day and
were grateful to be able to take this action to fight the virus that has changed,
and ended, so many lives.

As we were preparing for the clinic, it became clear that even though this clinic
would serve many people, there were some folks who may not have been able to
take advantage of the opportunity. There was a significant number of folks in the
target population who didn’t have emails listed in our database. The question was
whether these folks had some other way of registering for a shot, was someone
advocating for them if they didn’t have access to register for a shot?

The Center for Volunteer Caregiving is an organization that St. Francis has
partnered with in the past. They have volunteers who offer rides to folks who live
independently, but need help getting to doctor’s appointments and to the grocery
store as well as some other services. After a quick conversation, it became clear
that between The Center and St. Francis, we can help some of these folks who
may not have internet access or transportation to get a COVID shot.

So, here’s the plan:

+ The Caring Connections Ministry will be calling the St. Francis folks in the
target population (65+) who don’t have an email listed.

+ If the person wants to get registered for a shot, we will register them with their
county to get a shot

* If the person needs transportation to get their shot and lives in Wake County,
we will help them register with The Center for Volunteer Caregiving. By signing
up, they will be eligible for transportation to get their shot, as well as the addi-
tional services offered by The Center.

+ Ifthe person is a Durham resident and needs transportation, we will investi-
gate options for them and may offer transportation through Caring Connec-
tions volunteers.

How can you help? If you would like to help with Caring Connections, consider
signing up at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-helpl. If you would
like to volunteer at The Center for Volunteer Caregiving, visit https:/volunteer-
caregiving.org/ And if you have questions or suggestions, please don't hesitate
to contact me at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org or 919-847-8205x241.

And, as always, thank you for your care and ministry to our community!
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Share Your
WCPSS Story

March 15 at 7:00pm via Zoom

WHAT:

The Education Advocacy Committee
of the SFA Office of Justice and Peace
will conduct a Zoom Listening Session
to gather the educational experiences
of Wake County Public School System
stakeholders particularly during this
year of COVID.

WHO:

All Wake County Public School System
stakeholders: educators, staff, parents
and students (middle and high school
aged)

WHEN:
Monday, March 15 at 7:00pm via Zoom

WHY:
Your insights are invaluable to highlight

and clarify the prevalent issues facing
WCPSS in 2021.

HOW:

Sign up for the event by completing

this Education in WCPSS form or email
Pam Peroutky at pperoutky@gmail.com
for more information.
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February 21, 2021

Msgr. Michael Clay

St. Francis Catholic Church
11401 Leesville Road
Raleigh, NC 27613

Dear Msgr. Clay:

On behalf of the people we serve at Catholic Parish Outreach, we want to thank you and your
parish for the generous donations during the St. Francis “Feed a Family” food drive. The response
from your parish was overwhelming, with a donation of 4,915 pounds of groceries and $7,098.23
for families in need!

During the pandemic, CPO has distributed enough food to serve over 57,000 people a
week 1+ worth of groceries and the number keeps growing daily! Our ministry to those in
need would not be possible without the generous assistance of the members of our community.
We are blessed by your dedication to our mission of Providing Help, Creating Hope and Serving All
during these unprecedented times!

May God bless you.

Sincerely,

Kelly Rappl, Director
Catholic Parish Outreach Food Pantry

Cc Tom Hackett
Joan Monti
Ashley Watson

2013 N Raleigh Blvd. < Raleigh, NC 27604

P: 919.873.0245 * www.cporaleigh.org
/Catholic Parish Outreach /cporaleigh /catholicparishoutreach

It's time to roll up your sleeve for
our Spring Blood Drive on Sat-
urday, March 27, 2021. Hosted

by the American Red cross and
our Knights of Columbus, this is
one of the largest blood drives in
the area. To sign up, visit https:/
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?zipSponsor=27613

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need is
back! Our refrigerator is now located

in Cupertino in the Community Center.
Please note the following when dropping
off your meal.

+ Both Feed the Need and Caring Cas-
seroles should be dropped off at the
Community Center — specifically the
middle door which opens into Cuper-
tino Room. The middle door will be
unlocked between 9:00am and 4:00pm
Monday-Friday.

* The doors to the rest of the Community
Center will remain locked.

* There will be one refrigerator for Feed
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled
accordingly.

* Please do not put anything in the
freezer. We will be using both freezers
for short term storage of meals for
families.

+ Please remember to put a label on
each meal including the ingredients.
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them
safe by just including the ingredients
for each meal for both Feed the Need
and Caring Casseroles.

+ If you have any questions or would like
to join this wonderful ministry, contact
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to
cook delicious, nutritious meals that ben-
efit members of our St. Francis communi-
ty who are in need.

Divorce Care

Now through May 11 from 6:00 to 8:00pm
for our next session via Zoom, Tuesdays.
Fee is $20.00 per book. We do ask that
everyone (new and past participants)
register for this event. Each week is
different, so you can join anytime. All are
welcome! For more information, and to
register, please visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/di-
vorce-care/
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Learn more or sign up today at:
greenerlent.org ‘

Before the holidays, each family received
a letter from Monsignor Clay requesting
your support in 2021 through your time,
talent, and/or treasure. Partnered with
that letter was the 2021 *Stewardship
Commitment Form. If you have not had
the opportunity to discuss and pray
about how Christ calls us to be disciples,
please take a moment to do so now. It is
so important to fill out the form and return
it to the parish as soon as possible. As
Monsignor Clay’s letter articulates: “this
is not a binding contract but a good faith
pledge to do your best to support the
parish in the way(s) that is/are possible
for each member of your household.”
The *Stewardship Commitment Form
provides a way to think about and then
share how you will be a passionate stew-
ard here at St. Francis. If you prefer to
complete the Stewardship Commitment

Form online, you can do that now by
clicking here. Thank you for supporting
our parish home. On a personal note, |
pray every day for our entire St. Francis
family and | am so very grateful for your
belief in Stewardship as a Way To Life.

| hope that the new year brings much
needed healing and peace to every
member of this big beautiful St. Francis
family.

If you have any questions or comments
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Deb.Royals-Mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.org
or by calling (919) 847-8205x222.

*The parish Stewardship Commitment
form is not the form to use for the
Franciscan School or the St. Francis of
Assisi Preschool stewardship rate appli-
cation process. That is a separate form
and can be found on the school website.

Greener Lent is a beautiful way to expand your traditional days of abstinence
and fasting during this holy season by giving up consumption of meat and
becoming more aware of our eating habits as they relate to our care of the
planet and the poor. There are many parishes in the Diocese of Raleigh par-
ticipating in this Lent program as we seek to live out our call to care for God’s
creation, our “common home,” as Pope Francis says. To find more info online
about Greener Lent and to sign-up to participate during Lent, go directly to
www.greenerlent.org. You can also contact our St. Francis Creation Care

Ministry at stfccreation@gmail.com.

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey is an opportunity for patients, survivors,
and caregivers to explore what the scriptures say about your cancer journey.
Discover the truths that Jesus wants to give you beyond peace. He wants to give
you bottomless strength, unsurmountable courage, abundant guidance, abound-
ing joy, thriving relationships and above all, hope.

Contact kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

or call 919-847-8205x241.
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Clothing Children with Dignity and Love
Volunteers needed to sort
You will be trained, masked and socially
distanced
Families/groups are welcome!

To register:
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-reg-
istration-form/

To volunteer:
https://signup.com/go/wKTLsfa

We are in need of volunteers who from
their own home attend a SVdP Meeting
via Zoom. The Story Teller would then
select two cases that were discussed
on a Neighbor’s difficulties and how we
helped them, and write stories for the
bulletin. Anyone from a Teen on up who
likes to write stories can apply. It is
important to keep parishioners informed.
If interested in helping contact Cathy
Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.

A neighbor had her hours reduced be-
cause of Covid. She worked in the Hotel
Industry. She still made too much to
collect unemployment but not enough to
pay her rent. She exhausted her savings
and was facing eviction. SFA SVdP in
addition to SVdP at Our Lady of Lourdes
were able to pay her rent and stop the
eviction. Her work hours are gradually
increasing and in March she hopes to
get help from the Covid stimulus relief
program.

We are in need of assistance to handle
the work load. All work with our neigh-
bors is done virtually. If interested in
helping contact Cathy Smith at
smithtcr@gmail.com.
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Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a
virtual format or in-person.

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one,
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It's all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.

Always God's Children: Always God's Children: The monthly
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends.
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.

Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym.

Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact

the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.
Alzheimer's/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:

The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi

Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.

Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm

in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.

Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.

Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am.

Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.

Divorce Care: Divorce Care — Our next session will begin meeting
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 — 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.

Grief Support Group

Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.

GriefShare

Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg.

Joh Connections: \We provide tools and advice on how to stay
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.

Men'’s Prayer Breakfast: first and third Monday of each month at
7:00am via Zoom. Contact is Deacon Steve Andrews at 732-213-0104
or stephenwandrews@outlook.com

Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room.

Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.

Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall
for a few minutes of prayer.

Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or

Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.

Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com.

90+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347.

Women’s Ministry:

- Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler — annafowler@nc.rr.com

- Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson — ccarlson210@gmail.com

Volunteer Opportunities

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:

FaceTime and Zoom

If you'd like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if
you'd like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/

Cards and Artwork

If you'd like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you'd like
to receive some artwork, visit https:/www.stfrancisraleigh.
orgloffer-or-receive-help/

Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries

If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to
those in need, please visit: https:/www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/

Thank you!

All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.

SCAM ALERT

Scammers are at it again sending
malicious emails to parishioners. You
will NEVER get a soliciation email
from our pastor or bishop asking for
“a favor”, or for emergency help in
the form of money. Please do not
open or click on them. Simply trash
them. They could cause havoc on
your computer and your pocket book.
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Wisdom, Strength

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

he ceiling painting by Laureti, The

Triumph of Religion, is found in the
Constantine Room of the Vatican papal
apartments. It is a symbolic celebration
of the triumph of Christianity over
paganism, set in a classical architectural
space. The remains of a crushed Hermes
lie broken in pieces on the floor, while
a crucilix of Jesus Christsits upon the
pedestal.

It is fitting that this painting crowns

the papal hall honoring Constantine,
the first Roman emperor to leave
paganism and be baplized a Chrislian.
Constantine had four basilicas built in
Rome—including St. Peter’s—and gave

Sunday Readings
Exodus 20:1-17 or
Exodus 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17

You shall not have other gods
beside me,

1 Corinthians 1:22-25

Jews demand signs and Greeks look
for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
crucified.

John 2:13-25

[Jesus said,] “Take these out of here,
and stop making my Father’s house
a marketplace.”

Christians freedom of religion in the
Roman Empire.

‘The message is clear. The Romans
worshiped statues of gods who were mere
human creations and projections. In the
statue’s place is not just another statue
but a crucifix that reminds us of a reality,
a historical event. God himself became
human in Jesus Christ and showed his
divine strength by emptying himself
and being crushed by our sins in order
to forgive and win back a rebellious
humanity.

This show of godly power through
weakness is foolishness to the Gentiles
and inconceivable Lo the Jews. Yel this
humility and love is the wisdom that
confounds and the strength that saves.

Religion isn't a business or human
invention for personal enthronement.
Jesus overturns this idea like he overturns
the moneychangers’ tables. Worship of
God is all about accepting his initiative
and humbly responding in the obedience
of faith and the purilying joy of love. +

Religion isn’t a business
or human invention for
personal enthronement.

A Word from
Pope Francis

| urge the members of the
Church to take up the Lenten
journey with enthusiasm,
sustained by almsgiving,
fasting, and prayer. If, at times,
the flame of charity seems
to die in our own hearts,
know that this is never the
case in the heart of God! He
constantly gives us a chance
to begin loving anew.

—Lenten message for 2018,
_November 1, 2017
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e How does my faith foster
humility in me?

* Are my Lenten practices
helping me to be purified
from sin?

Catholic Charities - Virtual Toast to the Gala
Join Catholic Charities for our 2021 “Virtual Toast to the Gala” on Friday, April 23, 2021 at 7:00pm. This year,
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Annual Catholic Charities Gala will be reformatted into a virtual event,
which not only allows for the health and safety of our guests, but also provides an opportunity for all members of
the Diocese of Raleigh to learn about the impact of Catholic Charities.

The virtual event will be live streamed for all to enjoy. For more information, or to support this year’s Gala,
please visit www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/toast-gala, or email Katey Fithian, Director of Development, at

Katey.Fithian@ccharitiesdor.org.



http://www.CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org/toast-gala
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Contact US! parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790

Welcome

New Parishioner Registration
Becoming Catholic

Get Involved!

Priests and Deacon
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

In Residence

Deacon

Director of Pastoral Ministries

Sacraments

Baptism

First Reconciliation

First Eucharist
Confirmation

Matrimony

Holy Orders

Anointing of the Sick
Reconciliation Appointments
RCIA

Sacraments Administration
Funeral Planning
Columbarium Niches

Get Care!

Care

Home Eucharist Visits
Feed the Need (meals)
Medical Facility Visits
Transportation to Mass
Stephen Ministry

St. Vincent de Paul
Good Grief

GriefShare

Get Involved!

Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music

Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers

Altar Servers & Thurifers
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Church Keeping

Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo
Deaf Ministry

Environment & Art
Eucharistic Ministers

Funeral Ministers

Hospitality Hands

Lectors

Master of Ceremonies
Medical Presence at Mass
Music Ministry

Parking Ministry

Ushers

Weekend Receptionists
Weekend Welcome Hosts
Wedding Directors

Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace
St. Francis Feeds

Brown Bag Ministry

Oak City Cares

Catholic Parish Outreach
Panera Food Pick Up

Ronald McDonald House
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry
Interfaith Food Shuttle

Toni Hammes
Jenn Fiduccia
Deb Royals-Mizerk

Msgr. Michael Clay

Fr. Jairo Maldonado

Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.
Stephen Andrews

Kathy Sales

Tim Hetzel

Sarah Bowser
Sarah Bowser
Thomas Bulick
Tim Hetzel

Msgr. Michael Clay
Kathleen Owen

Jenn Fiduccia
Martina Dumberger
Kathleen Owen
Trish Adamkowski

Kathleen Owen

Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Leave Voicemail

Kathleen Owen

Deb Royals-Mizerk

Jim Wahl
Tim Hetzel

847-8205x265
847-8205x238
847-8205x222

847-8205x224
847-8205x226
919-832-6281
732-213-0104

847-8205x488

847-8205x244
847-8205x496
847-8205x496
847-8205x239
847-8205x244
847-8205x224
847-8205x241
847-8205x249
847-8205x238
847-8205x264
847-8205x241
847-8205x236

847-8205x241

847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
919-534-4842

847-8205x241

847-8205x222

847-8205x230
847-8205x244

Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net

Jackie Kelly
Beverly Saunders

203-512-8807
919-846-5795

josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com

Jean Cooke-Byrne
Theresa Baumgartner
Tim Hetzel

Lisa Gianturco

Deb Royals-Mizerk
Mike Wrzesien

Michael & Julie Ducatte
Kathleen Owen
Joyce Petzka
Steve Burdett
Troy Chaput

919-412-8365
919-848-3383
847-8205x244
919-845-9718
847-8205x222
919-624-1592
919-622-8883
847-8205x241

jepetzka@gmail.com

919-845-2714

troychaput@gmail.com

Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Deb Royals-Mizerk 847-8205x222
Carol Ricotta 919-554-8896
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Mailbox stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Sue Hand 919-846-7954
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Mailbox  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267

Staff email: firsthame.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

The Franciscan School
Principal

Receptionist (Main Number)
Assistant Principal, K-5
Assistant Principal 6-8

St. Francis Preschool
Director

Assistant to the Director

Faith Formation

Director

Children’s Faith Formation
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Middle School Faith Formation
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster
Director of Facilities

Director of Finance

Director of Stewardship
Human Resources
Parishioner Records

Safe Environment Specialist

Prayers

Prayer Line

Prayers

Receive a Prayer Shawl
Support Groups

Divorce Care

Job Connections

Seeing God in your Cancer
AA Daily Reprieve Group
Al-Anon

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support

St Francis Serves
Community Garden
Curbside Care

Duke Children’s Hospital
Family Promise

Gabriel Project

Migrant Ministry

Prison Pen Pal

R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman
Red Cross Blood Drive
Refugee Resettlement
Habitat for Humanity

St Vincent de Paul Ministers

Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy

St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips
Sister Parish - Guatemala
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia
St Francis Learns

Care of Creation
Engaging Spiritualty

Just Faith

Justice Theater Project
Peace Pole Prayer

Racial Justice

Mike Watson
Katie Hall
Dawn Smith
Colette Dziadul

Heidi Hobler
Shelley Freeman

Jenn Fiduccia
Sarah Bowser
Marisa Ferrara
Thomas Bulick
Tara Moore

Diogenes Ruiz
Marc Kielty

Rob Neppel

Deb Royals-Mizerk
Trish Adamkowski
Toni Hammes
Trina Sugrue

Paul Wilson
Jackie Adamo
Kathleen Owen

Bill Morgan

Mary Horner
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Madeline Horrigan
Linda Tucker

Pat & Paul Kelly
Lori Piraino

Joe and Geanie Slifer

Ron Smith
Trevor Thompson
Bruce Cartier

sfapenpal

919-534-4840
919-534-4837
847-8205x254
847-8205x651

847-8205x240
847-8205x262

847-8205x238
847-8205x496
847-8205x223
847-8205x239
847-8205x489

847-8205x271
847-8205x227
847-8205x243
847-8205x222
847-8205x236
847-8205x265
847-8205x245

wilsonpf99@gmail.com

847-8205x268
847-8205x241

dejanuts@yahoo.com
610-755-5392
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
919-923-1234
937-478-9537

919-413-8833
Ipiraino7@gmail.com
919-870-6993
919-455-7786
847-8205x270
bcartier7@gmail.com
mail.com

thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net

Bryan Kozak
Aggie Dalton
Trevor Thompson
Cathy Smith

Trevor Thompson
Liz Mosler
John Budway

910-728-9200

aggiedalton@gmail.com

stfa.fp@gmail.com
419-348-8843

ferrel.guillory@gmail.com

847-8205x270

lizmosler4@gmail.com

305-205-5104

stfccreation@gmail.com

Becky Cawley
Trevor Thompson

847-8205x267
847-8205x270

http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com

Becky Cawley

becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org
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mailto:rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
mailto:jepetzka@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
mailto:lpiraino7@gmail.com
mailto:bcartier7@gmail.com
mailto:sfapenpal@gmail.com
mailto:thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
mailto:aggiedalton@gmail.com
mailto:ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
mailto:whitehouseben5@gmail.com
mailto:firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

16

Get Involved!

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life
Pastoral Presence Ministries
Caregivers

Centering Prayer
Emmaus Ministers

EMs to Abbotswood

EMs to the Homebound
EMs to the Magnolia Glen
EMs to the Meadows
EMs to Rex Hospital

EMs to Springmoor
Prayer Line Ministers
Prayer Shaw! Ministry

Rosary Ministry

Ministries of Support & Care
Alzheimer's/Dementia Caregivers
Caring Casseroles Cooks

Feed the Need Cooks

Job Connections Mentors
Medical Facility Visitors
Transportation to Mass Drivers
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists
Social Groups

AAMEN Ministry

Always God'’s Children

LGBTQ+ Ministry

Men’s Ministry

Young Adults
Women’s Ministry
50+ Adults Group

Deb Royals-Mizerk 847-8205x222
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Alice Stanford 919-781-5860
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

Anita Misko
Melanie Fraites
Jacob House 919-449-7634
Andrea McVerry amcverry@yahoo.com
Edward Gilmartinedward.gilmartin@gmail.com
Janice Horner 484-949-1417
Pauk Wilson wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Cindy Cardello 919-846-8825
Dianne Rotunno 919-844-7153
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

630-699-0519
407-718-3537

Linda Tucker 937-478-9537
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

610-755-5392
hollandbozo@yahoo.com
919-302-0080
847-8205x265

Mary Horner
Sharon Holland
Stephanie Smith
Toni Hammes

Leon Cooke 919-740-7515
Chuck Small 919-859-4889
Jane Paris 919-847-7431
Norm Tuomi norman3722@att.net
Ralph Guenther rguenther2@nc.rr.com

fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Kathleen Owen
Angela Azzopardi

847-8205x241
919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center

Coordinator of Community Center
Athletic Programs

Assisi Café

Parish Events (FrancisFest)
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)
Community Organizations

Girl Scouts of USA

Ashley Watson
Mary Arleth

Ashley Watson
Ashley Watson
Ashley Watson

Melissa O'Connor

847-8205x444
847-8205x358
847-8205x444
847-8205x444
847-8205x444

847-8205x296

BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com

BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)
membershippack352@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus

Secular Franciscan Order

Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation

Assisi Scripture Study

Baptism Ministry

Marriage Ministry

Confirmation Sponsors

Children’s Formation Group Leader
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team
Middle School Formation Group
Faith Formation Regist. & Events
Youth Ministry Group Leader

RCIA Team & Sponsors

Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)
Young Adults Bible Study Group
Stewardship Ministries

Director of Stewardship
Stewardship Committee

Rebecca Brooks

Bryan Kozak
Ellen Ferrone

Jenn Fiduccia
Jenn Fiduccia
Tim Hetzel
Tim Hetzel
Thomas Bulick
Sarah Bowser
Tim Hetzel
Thomas Bulick
Patti Panizza
Marisa Ferrara
Jenn Fiduccia
Tara Moore
Tim Hetzel

Deb Royals-Mizerk
Deb Royals-Mizerk

gk@kofc9709.org
http:/lofscentralnc.org

847-8205x238
847-8205x238
847-8205x244
847-8205x244
847-8205x239
847-8205x496
847-8205x244
847-8205x239
847-8205x237
847-8205x223
847-8205x238
847-8205x489
847-8205x244

847-8205x222
847-8205x222

Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
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