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First Sunday of Lent

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
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You can mail your 
contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org

/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:

+ Tony Gallippi
   Husband of Rita and 
   Father of Caterina Gallippi
 
+ Ted McCarthy
   Husband of Bernice McCarthy

February Envelope Schedule
February 21 	 Weekly
February 28	 Weekly

LAUNCHING A YEARLONG VIDEO SERIES AT 
ST. FRANCIS:  On Monday, February 22, we will 
launch a 1-hour video presentation that is the first 
of a yearlong series of video presentations we are 
producing at St. Francis. This video lecture will present 
a snapshot of the most essential dimensions of our 

Christian faith, what I call “Christianity 101.” It will be available on our par-
ish website (stfrancisraleigh.org) and will remain available throughout Lent. 
The video is meant to be viewed privately in your home. If others live 
with you, you may want to view it as a household. A handout outlining the 
content of this video is available for printing and is available via the To 
Know, To Believe, To Live hyperlink on our parish homepage which also 
goes live on February 22. 

Why are we producing this 
yearlong series? I have 
learned from research over 
the past nine years and in 
conversations with young 
adults at the university where 
I taught before coming to 
St. Francis that more and 
more Catholic adults are not 
conversant with the essen-

tial dimensions of their faith. The reasons for this are many but certainly 
among them would be the fact that we are busier and working harder 
than ever handling multiple things simultaneously which makes growing 
intentionally in our faith more challenging and increasingly viewed as 
optional. I am also aware that while a lot of our formation as children and 
adolescents has focused on many good things, especially those fortunate 
enough to go to Catholic schools, it has not often covered the 10 essen-
tial dimensions of faith in such a way as to become a lifelong reference 
point for daily life. More and more, we need this grounding to negotiate an 
increasingly complex and challenging world.
I am aware that those who call St. Francis their spiritual home will know 
these essentials to varying degrees since the parish covers the entire 
spectrum of people on the journey of faith. Experience has shown me 
that everyone on the journey of faith, from beginner to advanced, can 
benefit from a review or overview of these basics since this journey is 
lifelong, with needs and issues that constantly change and develop, even 
for persons mature in their faith. If you conclude at the end of this video 
that you are fairly advanced in your appropriation of these 10 dimensions 
of faith, please contact Kathy Sales (kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org) to 
see how you might help us in the next phase of this video series where 
we will break down the 10 components into individual modules that will 
include the possibility of viewing and discussing them in small groups with 
a facilitator. You might be an ideal facilitator and a collaborator with us in 
this series. 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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In October 2020, the Stewardship office 
shared a bit of history behind our receipt 
of the Communities of Calling Initiative 
(CCI) grant. The opportunity brought to 
the fore by our parishioner Larry Petro-
vick, was an invitation to congregations 
from across the United States to apply 
for and if accepted then participate in 
a five-year project that would render 
formational and profound experiences 
with regard to God’s Baptismal Call. The 
Collegeville Institute would serve as the 
hub for the work and the Lily Founda-
tion provided the funding. Our director 
of Stewardship completed the grant 
application and interview process for 
this opportunity and we were informed in 
early August 2018 that St. Francis was 
one of the 14 collaborating congregations 
from across the country who would be 
participating. St. Francis of Assisi was 
one of two Catholic parishes selected to 
receive the $30,000 grant award. 
The first year of work for St. Francis 

(2019-2020) included the following:  
Supporting the re-establishment of our 
Pastoral Council, and reintroducing the 
Called & Gifted curriculum to our faith 
community in addition to growing our 
Stewardship Education art project. Four 
members of SFA successfully completed 
a train-the-trainer program at the Cath-
erine of Siena Institute in mid-January 
2020. We intended to offer the Called 
& Gifted program as a large, in-person 
retreat during the summer of 2020, but 
in the wake of the pandemic, we pivoted 
and began imagining ways to deliver the 
program virtually. A pilot group complet-
ed the first part of the Called & Gifted 
program. 
This year’s project:  Monsignor Michael’s 
To Know, To Believe, To Live re-ener-
gizes the desired outcomes of CCI and 
his full participation in imagining how to 
achieve those outcomes, constitute an 

amazing opportunity for our congrega-
tion. The series seeks to ensure that all 
members of our community have the 
essential grounding in our Christian faith 
necessary to situate the process of dis-
cerning charisms and empower a moving 
out in discipleship and mission. Under 
the leadership of Monsignor Clay, we are 
developing an online synchronous series 
of modules that will focus on foundational 
aspects of contemporary first evangeli-
zation. To Know, To Believe, To Live will 
reinforce our faith roots and encourage a 
renewed desire to embrace and live out 
our Baptismal call. Please join us on this 
journey.
If you have any questions or wish to learn 
more, please contact Deb Royals Mizerk 
at deb.royals-mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or give her a call at 919-847-8205 x222. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwiFD-xRW6FxOcugN-AfN7yS15OQ7J1aRs80gkSlgiD6X3vQ/viewform
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/know-believe-live/
https://greenerlent.org
https://greenerlent.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheCatholicCommunityofStFrancisOfAssisi/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8dNWajvXJ78xdDcKPrDZOw
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
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OUR COMMUNITY’S ELECT – 2021
Please pray for our Elect as they journey towards their baptism at Easter!

Alexandria “Lexi” Anderson
Alexandria Anderson is coming to us from the Latter 
Day Saints faith tradition. She is the oldest of five in a 
big, tight-knit, fun-loving, military family. Lexi grew up 
“all over” but now lives here in Raleigh, working as an 
analytical chemist. In her spare time, she enjoys working 
out and running, reading, and catching up on her favorite 
programs, especially crime shows! New to the area, Lexi 
has found our parish to be incredibly warm and welcom-
ing. Lexi is getting married this summer and she and her 
fiancé, Stuart, are looking forward to raising their future 
children in the Catholic Church. 

Jason Riddle
Jason Riddle grew up in the Baptist tradition in Weaver-
ville, North Carolina, but never celebrated baptism. He 
lives here in Raleigh with his wife, Caroline, and daughter, 
Evelyn, who is a student at TFS. Jason works as a senior 
manager at Cisco Systems. In his free time, he enjoys 
spending time with his family, especially playing with Ev-
elyn. Jason says that our parish is open and welcoming, 
and he is very much looking forward to getting involved 
with the many volunteer ministries here.  

Christine Rion
Christine Rion grew up in a Christian household in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, but was never baptized. A wife and 
mother here in Raleigh, she is taking a break from her 
career in higher education to raise her three children, 
Reagan, Aurora, and Logan. Christine is a self-proclaimed 
podcast junkie. She loves book club and tries to read or 
listen to at least two books each month! She also loves to 
craft and cook for her family. Christine and her husband 
David, along with their three children, will all be cele-
brating baptism in the Easter season. She feels that St. 
Francis is among the most welcoming communities she 
has ever experienced and can’t wait to celebrate and grow 
in the Catholic faith as a family.

David “Dave” Rion
David Rion grew up in North and South Carolina. Although 
he was never baptized, he attended Catholic schools his 
whole life and has been brought to the Church by Catholic 
friends. Dave lives in Raleigh and works in his own prac-
tice as an orthopedic surgeon. In his free time, he enjoys 
building and painting models, as well as tabletop gaming. 
He also loves dogs and has an English Mastiff and an 
English Bulldog. Alongside wife Christine and his three 
children, Dave is journeying towards baptism at Easter. He 
has found our community to have a welcoming atmo-
sphere and a willingness to help newcomers grow in faith. 
Dave really is looking forward to becoming even closer to 
Jesus Christ through the Sacraments. 
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

While you can find many high schoolers 
hanging out with friends or browsing 
social media, you would be more likely 
to find TFS alumna and current Mill-
brook High School student Mati Roberts 
volunteering at one of her favorite local 
non-profits. “I really enjoy connecting 
with my local community through volun-
teering at various places like the Durham 
Food Pantry, Activate Good and Gigi’s 
Playhouse. I especially love to volunteer 
at Gigi’s Playhouse, an organization 
where people with Down Syndrome can 
come together to play, socialize, learn 
and interact with friends and volunteers,” 
Roberts says. “There are many programs 
and leadership opportunities I have 
participated in at the playhouse, including 
a tutoring program in which I tutored a 
participant in literacy and a monthly teen-
based program called Teentastic. I love 
bringing in friends and family to help out 
at Gigi’s and it is truly one of my happiest 
places.”
Roberts, who started at TFS as a kin-
dergartener, credits TFS for giving her a 
foundation of love, faith and empathy that 
can be applied to all stages of her life. 
“TFS has given me an intelligence both 
mentally and emotionally that will help 
me succeed in life,” she says. “TFS has 

also shown me how important communi-
ty is, and has helped me become more 
outgoing in my relationships with friends, 
family, classmates and teachers.”
The community she built at TFS, espe-
cially with her teachers, is something she 
treasures to this day. Looking back on 
her time at the school, she remembers 
each teacher being supportive, kind and 
passionate about their teaching. “My 
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Leone, taught 
me kindness and compassion and was 
always a happy face in the hallways. My 
2nd-grade teacher, Mrs. Walsh, showed 
me the joy in helping others and still 
gives me a big hug every time I see 
her,” Roberts remembers. “My 4th-grade 
teacher, Mrs. Comeskey, taught me how 
to advocate for myself and how to love 
learning. Mrs. Finch, my religion teacher, 
taught me God’s love has no boundaries 
and managed to make each class differ-
ent and engaging. My 8th-grade science 
teacher, Mrs. Moser, challenged my 
knowledge in ways that brought me skills 
I still use today in high school.”
It was not just the people that made TFS 
so special, Roberts says. It was also 
the memories she built along the way. “I 
remember graduation being such an ex-
citing time – the mass, ceremony, dance 

and reception made me feel so special,” 
she says. “Other fond memories of mine 
include being called up on my birthday 
during Morning Prayer each year – it was 
always the highlight of my day – and, of 
course, class field trips. I remember go-
ing to Camp Hanes and feeling so grown 
up since I was able to go on a trip with 
just my friends and classmates!”
When it comes to what advice she would 
offer current TFS students, her message 
is simple: Embrace it all. “Embrace and 
appreciate the teachers, friends, faculty, 
knowledge and community you are being 
surrounded with,” she says. “You will look 
back on your time at TFS gratefully and 
happily, so make some fun memories!”
Do you want to learn more about how 
The Franciscan School prepares our 
students to serve? Join us for one of our 
upcoming virtual information sessions to 
learn more on how we can support your 
family’s goals for your child through the 
love and support provided by our TFS 
family. 

March 16 at 12:00pm
April 14 at 7:00pm

More information can be found on our 
website at www.franciscanschool.org or 
contact Principal Mike Watson at mi-
chael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Learning to Serve

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

“Sprinkle kindness like confetti!” 
This kindness quote was used as one 
of our preschool themes a few years 
ago. Every time I read or hear it, I have 
a joyous celebratory image in my head. 
I suspect that this might have been part 
of what the author was trying to do. He/
she probably wanted us to be reminded 
of how being kind can bring the receiver 
happiness while doing the same for the 
giver. 
I particularly thought of this quote this 
past week on National Kindness Day. My 
second thought was questioning why it 
was necessary to have a day marked off, 
especially to highlight kindness. Shouldn’t 
every day be a national kindness day?  
Pondering this a little more, I concluded 
that this day was probably designed to 
be a reminder to us about the importance 
of kindness. Don’t we all need reminders 
sometimes?  I also couldn’t help but 
wonder if there wasn’t a bit of the divine 
Spirit present as National Kindness 
Day fell on Ash Wednesday this year. I 

thought that this was more than appro-
priate because Ash Wednesday helps us 
start our Lenten journey and isn’t part of 
those 40 days, a time to make sure that 
kindness and giving are part of our daily 
interactions with others?  As Mr. Watson 
noted in his TFS bulletin article last week, 
we do and should try to live the Lenten 
message all year. As humans, however, 
we can fall short of this sometimes and 
certainly benefit from an occasional 
reminder. 
When we teach our preschoolers about 
Lent, we often focus on the almsgiving 
and being kind to others. Because we 
are trying to instill the idea of serving 
others all year, not just during Lent, we 
frequently use organic moments through-
out a preschooler’s day to illustrate this. 
In doing so, we help them recognize how 
they can “sprinkle kindness” everywhere. 
I overheard some of our children this past 
week telling their teacher ways in which 
they could be kind. “Help my mom cook.” 
“Clean up my room.”  “Hugging and 

loving”. “Be nice to my brother.”  These 
ideas are wonderful examples of how 
our children can live the message of Lent 
every day. The fact that they so readily 
answer how they can be kind I think 
serves as an indicator that we are doing 
our job with parents in making sure that 
compassion and care for others become 
a natural part of their lives. 
As we travel through Lent this year, be 
sure to watch for the children in your life 
spreading kindness. Sometimes in the 
busyness of the day these moments can 
be overlooked. Maybe part of what we do 
this Lent is to not only exemplify kindness 
to our children but also to pay careful 
attention to their small acts of service to 
others. In this way, we will help to ensure 
lifelong “sprinklers” of kindness! 
Registration for the 21-22 school year 
is happening! To learn how to join our 
amazing preschool, please visit our 
website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com or 
contact Shelley Freeman at:  shelley.
freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

“Sprinkle Kindness Like Confetti!” 

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


There is nothing like biting into a ripe strawberry 
or a summer tomato is there? It’s hard to imag-
ine the warm days of summer ahead, but they 
are coming sooner then we realize. While we 
look forward to those warm days ahead, we are 
starting to prepare for the Migrant workers who 
will be coming here late spring to begin working 
in the fields to bring produce to the shelves in 
our stores. The last couple of weeks we have 
been collecting men’s clothing, toiletries, towels, 
etc to prepare to assist them during their time 
here in the Triangle area.  
I am again touched by the amazing generosity 
of the support our community has given through 
both financial donations as well as donations 
of items.  Every time I went into the Cupertino 
room or checked the bins over the weekend I 
was blown away how much had been donated 
and dropped off.  I know for me it feels so good 
during these tough times to be able to reach out 
and help others. So on behalf of those involved 
in the Migrant Ministry and those receiving 
Thank You very much for your generosity!! 

Migrant Ministry 
Thanks You!

Ashley Watson, 
Coordinator of Community Programs

Each week we will offer several different ideas. Families can pick the 
option that fits the family best. Some ideas may work better for families 
with younger children versus high schoolers, etc, but there is something 

for every body. Join us for Discovering Lent 2021!

Click he
re to 

check o
ut the 

program
 video!
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Parish Life MinistriesFormation Ministries

https://youtu.be/ijrkeEY4-lY
https://youtu.be/ijrkeEY4-lY
https://youtu.be/ijrkeEY4-lY


LIGHT THE WORLD!  
SUMMER INSTITUTE 2021

In-Person Week 1  
June 13–19, 2021

In-Person Week 2  
June 27–July 3, 2021

Virtual Week 3  
July 12–16, 2021

In-Person Program Capacity:  
25 participants per week

Virtual Program Capacity:  
50 participants

In-Person Program Fee: $475

Virtual Program Fee: $125

Application Fee: $25

Scholarships Available

Application Deadline  
May 15, 2021

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
lighttheworldcua.org | lighttheworld@cua.edu

Light the World! is a chance for high school students to learn how faith and culture 
interact with everyday activities. During our in-person institutes, participants 
spend one week in Washington, D.C., on campus at The Catholic University of 
America. Throughout the week, participants get the chance to learn from our 
world-class faculty, interact with professionals who witness faithful excellence 
in their fields, explore the city, and grow in faith with their fellow participants 
and our undergraduate counselors. 

We also offer a virtual week that will focus on youth spirituality, the importance 
of friendship with Jesus, and what it means to be a disciple. It will offer partici- 
pants the chance to interact with our faculty, to hear from engaging presenters, 
and to pray together on the journey of discipleship. 

WHO: Rising high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors whose faith is important  
to them, who want to know how their faith impacts their everyday lives, and want a 
college experience that will challenge them intellectually and spiritually. 

WHERE: The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., or Virtual

WHY: Participants get an in-depth look at the interaction between faith and culture, 
experience a taste of college life, and develop Christ-centered friendships that will 
last for years to come!

This program was one of the 
best experiences of my life... 
I formed lifelong friendships 
and was able to gain a much 
deeper understanding of 
myself and my relationship 
with God. Being part of the 
Light the World! program 
doesn’t just last for the week 
spent on campus, it lasts for a 
lifetime.

— Sophia Crucs,  
LtW! Participant ‘19

http://www.lighttheworldcua.org
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Parish Life Ministries
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need is back!  Our 
refrigerator is now located in Cupertino in the Communi-
ty Center.  Please note the following when dropping off 
your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring Casseroles should 

be dropped off at the Community Center – specifically 
the middle door which opens into Cupertino Room. 
The middle door will be unlocked between 9:00am          
and 4:00pm Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community Center will 
remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed the Need and 
one refrigerator for Caring Casseroles. They will be 
labelled accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the freezer. We will be 
using both freezers for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on each meal includ-
ing the ingredients. We have some families with food 
allergies and you can help us keep them safe by just 
including the ingredients for each meal for both Feed 
the Need and Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like to join this 
wonderful ministry, contact me at 919-847-8205x241 
or email me at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to cook delicious, 
nutritious meals that benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

Divorce Care
Join us in February for our next session via Zoom on 
Tuesday, February 2nd to May 11 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  
Fee is $20.00 per book.  Registration link coming soon. 
We do ask that everyone (new and past participants) 
register for this event. Each week is different, 
so you can join anytime. All are welcome! For more 
information, and to register, please visit:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/

Black History
 Month

Racism is a life issue!  So say our Bishops in their 2018 pastoral 
letter against racism:  Open Wide Our Hearts the enduring call to 
love. Explore this courageous look at the horror that is racism at 
www.usccb.org/racism.
Come with your reservations, questions and hopes as Ms. Danielle 
Brown, the associate director of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishop’s Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism, engages with us 
around this powerful pastoral letter, our Scriptural and church 
foundations, our call to work to change hearts, policies and 
structures and act on behalf of our brothers and sisters of 
color toward an end to racism. Join us on Tuesday Feb 23, 
7:00 – 8:30 pm via Zoom. Sign up here to RSVP and a Zoom 
link will be sent to you:  www.bit.ly/BHM-USCCBspeaker2021.
“It is love that compels us to resist racism courageously. It requires 
us to reach out generously to the victims of this evil, to assist the 
conversion needed in those who still harbor racism, and to begin 
to change policies and structures that allow racism to persist.” 
(OWOH p. 15)

Danielle Brown 
US Bishops Office

“Racism, Church Teaching 
and this Cultural Moment” 

via Zoom – Tuesday Feb 23, 7:00- 8:30 pm
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Event 3
Course

 Faith & Racial Equity: 
Exploring Power & Privilege 

Begins the week of April 12.

Faith and Racial Equity: Exploring Power 
and Privilege is an eight week course that will 
be offered via Zoom on Monday evenings and 
Tuesday mornings beginning April 12/13. Rooted 
in faith, prayer and Scripture it awakens groups 
to the economic systems, public policies, cultural 
norms, and hidden biases that empower some 
and oppress others. It introduces a framework for 
understanding and recognizing racial disparities in 
power and privilege and helps participants explore 
how faith should inform their response to learning, 
as well as discern action steps for working toward 
racial equity in their own communities.

Faith and Racial Equity is not for the faint of heart. 
It is designed for participants who are willing to 
wrestle with hard questions and take an honest 
look at their own attitudes, assumptions, and 
choices. However, through spiritual grounding and 
community-building, participants find support and 
belonging throughout their journey to personal 
transformation and social action.
Sign up here if are interested or would like to learn 
more: www.bit.ly/SFA-FRE2021

We Belong to Each Other

“If we have no peace, it’s because we have forgotten that 
we belong to each other.” Words of truth from Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta speaking about all people, all nations, 
all children of God. And from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
“Nothing can stop the marching feet of a committed and 
determined people armed with an idea whose time has 
come.”  The time certainly has come in our hearts and in 
our nation for peace and reckoning with the sin of racism 
and oppression of people of color. 
 

The terror, humiliation and trauma of slavery, convict 
leasing, lynchings and segregation of yesterday, live on 
in many people of color today. Perhaps you’ve heard the 
saying ‘children learn what they live’ or have explored 
what the Bible calls the sins of the parent to explain the 
psychological understanding that injury and trauma and 
even joy and virtue are often passed down through the 
ages. So, is it possible to fully understand racism in our 
country and the corresponding plight of many African 
Americans today without understanding the past?  Hardly, 
which is why Black History Month is so important.  
 

This past Tuesday St. Francis parishioners, together with 
some from Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, 
took to the streets to stand in solidary with our brothers 
and sisters of color during this Black History Month. 
Armed with meaningful messages and the joy that comes 
from reaching out to help those whose voices have been 
historically silenced, we set out to spread the word that 
the signs of our time are asking all of us to learn the 
history, wake up, stand up and speak up when we see 
racism and work to dismantle it. This is how we love our 
neighbor as ourselves. This is how we act like Jesus. This 
is how we do justice and love mercy and goodness. This 
is how we live the beautiful, tender reality that indeed, we 
do belong to each other. 

Becky Cawley, Justice and Peace Specialist
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Greener Lent is a beautiful way to ex-
pand your traditional days of abstinence 
and fasting during this holy season by 
giving up consumption of meat and be-
coming more aware of our eating habits 
as they relate to our care of the planet 
and the poor. There are many parishes 
in the Diocese of Raleigh participating in 
this Lent program as we seek to live out 
our call to care for God’s creation, our 
“common home,” as Pope Francis says. 
To find more info online about Greener 
Lent and to sign-up to participate during 
Lent, go directly to www.greenerlent.
org. You can also contact our St. Francis 
Creation Care Ministry at stfccreation@
gmail.com.

Before the holidays, each family received 
a letter from Monsignor Clay requesting 
your support in 2021 through your time, 
talent, and/or treasure. Partnered with 
that letter was the 2021 *Stewardship 
Commitment Form. If you have not had 
the opportunity to discuss and pray 
about how Christ calls us to be disciples, 
please take a moment to do so now. It is 
so important to fill out the form and return 
it to the parish as soon as possible. As 
Monsignor Clay’s letter articulates: “this 
is not a binding contract but a good faith 
pledge to do your best to support the 
parish in the way(s) that is/are possible 
for each member of your household.”  
The *Stewardship Commitment Form 
provides a way to think about and then 
share how you will be a passionate stew-
ard here at St. Francis. If you prefer to 
complete the Stewardship Commitment 
Form online, you can do that now by 
clicking here. Thank you for supporting 
our parish home. On a personal note, I 
pray every day for our entire St. Francis 
family and I am so very grateful for your 
belief in Stewardship as a Way To Life. 
I hope that the new year brings much 
needed healing and peace to every 
member of this big beautiful St. Francis 
family. 
 

If you have any questions or comments 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Deb.Royals-Mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or by calling (919) 847-8205x222. 
 

*The parish Stewardship Commitment 
form is not the form to use for the Fran-
ciscan School or the St. Francis of Assisi 
Preschool stewardship rate application 
process. That is a separate form and can 
be found on the school website.

greenerlent.org 

Learn more or sign up today at:

We are 
called.

Greener Lent is a community lenten fasting 

program focused on justice for the poor who 

are most affected by climate degradation. By 

reducing meat consumption, especially beef, 

together, we substantially reduce our personal 

environmental impact. Join us, and weekly you will 

see the impact that your parish and other Catholic 

churches are having on carbon emissions.

For more information contact the 
St Francis Care of Creation Team at 
stfccreation@gmail.com

Diocese of Raleigh
Catholic

St. Francis of Assisi 
2021 Family 

Stewardship 
Commitment Form

The St Vincent de Paul Conference is in 
need of a Story Teller? We are in need 
of volunteers who from their own home 
attend a SVdP Meeting via Zoom. The 
Story Teller would then select two cases 
that were discussed during the meeting, 
on a Neighbor’s difficulties and how we 
help them, of which to write stories for 
the bulletin. Anyone from a Teen on up 
who likes to write stories can apply. It is 
important to keep parishioners informed.  
If interested in helping contact Cathy 
Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.

“How do the sciences 
hint at God’s existence?” 

You are so welcome to join the Faith and 
Science Forum as we begin discuss-
ing a new book, How Science Points 
to God by Dr. Gerard Verschuuren, on 
Wednesday March 3rd. The forum meets 
twice monthly to share information and 
presentations, to discuss books, to ask 
questions, and to support one another in 
our mutual discovery and appreciation of 
our common home.  
We affirm with Pope Francis in Laudato 
Si that the mystery of nature reveals the 
divine, that the Spirit is active in creation, 
that each creature has its own purpose, 
and that the universe unfolds in God who 
fills it completely. If you are interested in 
joining us, please contact Ron Monti at 
919-841-0807, montiorn@aol.com, or 
Tracy Hurley at 828-773-3152, 
danandtracy@hotmail.com.
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Beginning on Wed Feb 24 from 
1:00 to 2:30pm and continuing 
for every 2nd and 4th Wed of 
the month, we will be gathering 
via Zoom to discuss Franciscan 
Father Richard Rohr’s book, The 
Universal Christ: How a Forgotten 
Reality Can Change Everything 
We See, Hope For, and Believe. 
We will read and share insights 
from a chapter or two of the book 
at each meeting. If you are inter-
ested in joining or have questions, 
contact Tracy Hurley at (828) 
773-3152/ danandtracy@hotmail.
com or Deacon Steve at (732) 
213-0104 / stephenwandrews@
outlook.com. Also if you can’t 
make the day session but would 
be interested in a evening session 
let us know.

SCAM ALERT
Scammers are at it again sending 
malicious emails to parishioners. You 
will NEVER get a soliciation email 
from our pastor or bishop asking for 
“a favor”, or for emergency help in 
the form of money. Please do not 
open or click on them. Simply trash 
them. They could cause havoc on 
your computer and your pocket book.

Clothing Children with Dignity and Love
Volunteers needed to sort

You will be trained, masked and socially 
distanced 

Families/groups are welcome!
 

To register: 
https://noteinthepocket.org/volunteer-reg-

istration-form/
To volunteer: 

https://signup.com/go/wKTLsfa
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry: Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.

Seeing God in Your Cancer Journey is an opportunity 
for patients, survivors, and caregivers to explore what the 
scriptures say about your cancer journey. Discover the 
truths that Jesus wants to give you beyond peace. He 
wants to give you bottomless strength, unsurmountable 
courage, abundant guidance, abounding joy, thriving 
relationships and above all, hope. 
Contact kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or call 919-847-8205x241.
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Project Rachel Support Group - Abortion is experienced by millions of women, many of whom are Catholic. 
The Project Rachel ministry assists women and who have been wounded by abortion to find healing and peace. 
There is a support group in the Triangle area. If you have experienced an abortion and would like (confidential) 
information about the support group, contact Project Rachel at (919) 852-1021, or email: project.rachel@raldioc.
org or the website: http://projectrachelnc.org/. Calls and appointments are kept strictly confidential.
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104

Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 407-718-3537
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Robert Sadler scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	

mailto:amcverry@yahoo.com
mailto:edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:hollandbozo@yahoo.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
http://fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
mailto:scoutmaster352@gmail.com
mailto:scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
mailto:membership@pack352.com
mailto:gk@kofc9709.org
http://ofscentralnc.org
mailto:whitehouseben5@gmail.com

