
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

January 17, 2021

See page 5Mass in Celebration of MLK Jr. Day 

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


January Envelope Schedule
January 17, 2021 Weekly
January 24, 2021 Latino Ministries/      	
		   Latin America
January 24, 2021 Weekly
January 31, 2021 Weekly

The parish office 
will be closed 

Monday, January 18 
in celebration 

of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Msgr. Clay
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You can mail your 
contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org

/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:
+ Maureen Trembley
   Parishioner
+ Pearl Airoldi  
   Wife of Richard Airoldi

Lent starts February 17! Greener 
Lent is a beautiful way to expand your 
traditional days of abstinence and 
fasting during this holy season. To 
answer any questions and introduce 
this Lent opportunity, join us on Janu-
ary 24 at 4:00pm for a short webinar 
about Greener Lent. There are many 
parishes in the Diocese of Raleigh 
participating in this Lent program. You 
will see the impact that your parish 
and other area Catholic churches are 
having on carbon emissions and learn 
how you can be a part of this mean-
ingful, yet easy way to live Christ's 
message of justice for the poor and 
earth. Email Trevor Thompson, trevor.
thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org, for 
the Zoom link for this information 
session. To find more info online 
about Greener Lent and to sign-up to 
participate during Lent, go directly to 
www.greenerlent.org. You can also 
contact our St. Francis Creation Care 
Ministry at stfccreation@gmail.com.

On Monday, we will 
celebrate Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. 
While most parish-
ioners of St. Francis 
will enjoy this as a 

three-day holiday weekend, many others 
will use this day to reflect on our nation, 
state, county, and city in terms of race, 
especially our African-American broth-
ers and sisters. This seems especially 
poignant given the increased violence 
people of color have experienced in the 
past year in the U.S.
For several years, I have taught a 
doctoral course entitled, Ministry in a 
Multicultural Church. This course exam-
ines how church communities welcome, 
understand, and embrace the beauty and 
strength that await parishes composed 
of many cultures, nationalities, and races 
when they learn about each other and 
how to bring them together effectively 
in a collaborative and respectful way, 
becoming true intercultural communities. 
One of the components of the course 
focuses on the reality of racism, a hot 
topic in this country and one that always 
generates a lot of debate. One of the 
key insights I have gained in my own 
studies on racism is how difficult it is for 
those belonging to the dominant culture, 
Euro-Americans in the United States, to 
discuss issues of race with those who 
belong to minority cultures. There are 
many reasons for this, some very un-
derstandable from a human perspective 
(e.g., I don’t want to look foolish speaking 
about something I know little about) and 
some simply resulting from belonging to 
the dominant culture which can overlook 
or ignore the issue because they are the 
majority, to name but two. 
 

As is true of most dominant cultures 
around the world, there is a tendency 
not to notice the impact of the dominant 
culture on those from other cultures, 
to assume that everyone sees things 
according to the dominant culture or at 
least should, and to use their power to 
maintain their dominance. 
Here are but two examples of this. Of 
the 56 cultural groups in China, 92% are 
Han Chinese. Other minority cultures in 
China struggle for recognition, equality, 
and autonomy. One significant group is 
the Uyghurs who are being systemati-
cally oppressed by the dominant culture. 
Rwanda faced this issue with devastating 
impact in 1994 when nearly a million Tut-
sis, who comprise 14% of the population, 
were murdered by the dominant Hutus, 
who comprise 85% of the population.
Dr. King led a movement to bring about 
equality and respect for African-Amer-
icans, indeed all people of color in the 
United States. The movement brought 
some positive change but there is still a 
long way to go in achieving his vision. 
 

If you are like me, a member of the domi-
nant Euro-American culture in the United 
States, I invite you to consider how you 
may initiate a conversation with someone 
who does not belong to your cultural 
group and listen non-defensively to what 
their experience of daily life is like as a 
member of a minority culture. It has been 
an eye-opening experience for me, one 
that has strengthened my commitment 
to work for greater equality and respect 
for people who are not like me and has 
resulted, in small but meaningful ways, 
in building up the Body of Christ in my 
Church and in my local community. 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.greenerlent.org
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
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greenerlent.org 

Learn more or sign up today at:

We are 
called.

Greener Lent is a community lenten fasting 

program focused on justice for the poor who 

are most affected by climate degradation. By 

reducing meat consumption, especially beef, 

together, we substantially reduce our personal 

environmental impact. Join us, and weekly you will 

see the impact that your parish and other Catholic 

churches are having on carbon emissions.

For more information contact the 
St Francis Care of Creation Team at 
stfccreation@gmail.com

Diocese of Raleigh
Catholic

mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=


Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

DivorceCare is a 13-week support group 
that helps you heal from the pain of 
separation or divorce. The experience in-
volves three main components designed 
to help in that healing. 
Video seminar 
•	 30-minute video 
•	 Practical advice and insights from 

divorce recovery experts 
•	 Real-life stories from people who have 

been where you are 
•	 Focused support group 
Discussing what you learned from the 
video 
•	 Talking about how to apply it 
•	 Sharing how each group member is 

doing (only if you want to share) 
	

Participant guide 	
•	 Exercises and articles for recovery and 

personal growth 
•	 Parenting tips 
•	 Practical tools to help you heal
To register, visit https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/divorce-care/

New 

Version!
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It’s always an amazing group of people 
… the folks who gather for our Can-
cer Companions Ministry. They are all 
survivors or friends of survivors. The 
first cancer joke I ever heard was that 
anyone who doesn’t die of a heart attack 
on being told they have cancer is a true 
survivor! I understood that humor was 
one of the tools at my disposal to help 
diffuse the tough, tense times. 
These are people who have been called 
brave, courageous, and inspirational – 
and they are, but they don’t always feel 
that way. There are days they feel the 
weight of trying to act as if things are ok 
so the people who love them won’t be 
so worried about them or maybe so they 
don’t have to talk about IT that day. For 
that one day, things can be almost back 
to normal. We understand that desire to 
have some normal time and the need to 
be the one who decides when to have 
that day. 
The journey with cancer is tricky. People 
don’t know what to say. They avoid the 
topic altogether or they can’t see you for 
the cancer. And it’s strange the folks who 
show up to help and the ones who don’t. 
People you never expected will show 
up with a meal or take the kids for an 
afternoon, or drop off that special gift that 
makes you feel loved. And the people 
you thought you could count on may 
seem far away. We understand that peo-
ple are dealing with their own responses 
or fears of such a diagnosis and the best 
we can do is be gracious with the folks 
who walk with us. 
You see, we don’t know your journey, but 
we’d like to offer you a place to share it. 
We understand the need to say some-
thing about your journey and be heard 

Cancer Companions: 
Seeing God In Your Cancer Journey

(We understand!)
by people who may not have had the 
same experience, but who can validate 
and affirm where you are on that day of 
your journey. And we can do it several 
different ways. 
•	We have weekly meetings via Zoom. If 

you need a crash course on Zoom, we 
can help with that. The meetings start 
on February 1 at 7:00pm and run for 9 
weeks. Each week, we offer an update 
of what’s going on with our journey, we 
watch a 10 minute video that follows 
3 people’s journey, there some dis-
cussion questions we can share, and 
a closing ritual that sets you up for a 
gentle, peaceful evening. 

•	We understand that some weeks are 
overwhelming so if you have to miss a 
week, we’ll call and check in with you. 
Each week’s discussion stands alone 
so if you miss one, it’s no big deal. 

•	Topics covered are faith, questions, 
healing, stress reduction, relationships, 
prayer, communication, and healthy 
living.

•	We understand that some folks don’t 
feel comfortable sharing in groups. We 
have facilitators who can have one on 
one Zoom sessions with you. 

•	And we understand that you may be on 
a cancer journey, but have some other 
issue that you’d like help processing. 
We have Stephen Ministers who can 
help. 

We understand that you are a whole 
person who has cancer. Cancer isn’t 
your whole life, but it can sure affect your 
life. Let’s walk together as companions 
on a journey and learn from each other 
and from the One who never leaves our 
sides. For more info, contact Shauna 
Creech at 252-717-2295 or shauna.
creech@yahoo.com. 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/6082

mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/divorce-care/
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Friday’s with Pope Francis: 
Brothers, Sisters, All

 
Join us for three Fridays at noon to deepen our understand-
ing of Pope Francis’ vision of the world and the church.
 

January 22, 29, and February 5, 12:00noon to 1:00pm, via 
Zoom, facilitated by Trevor Thompson, Director of Office of 
Justice and Peace
 

In October, Pope Francis published his third encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti subtitled "on fraternity and social friendship." 
We are also celebrating the 5th anniversary year of his last 
encyclical Laudato si’, Care of our Common Home. These 
major teaching documents offer much for us to reflect upon 
as we dream about what fraternal life might look like in a 
post-pandemic 2021.
 

Each week, we will provide a short reflection on some major 
themes of Pope Francis’ vision and facilitate a discussion 
of how this vision might come to life in our churches and 
homes.
 

January 22 
Pope Francis’ Vision of the World and Our Call 

to Love our Neighbor
January 29

Pope Francis’ Spirituality of Fraternity
February 5

Pope Francis’ Vision for “A Better Kind of Politics”
 

To sign-up, go to http://bit.ly/fridayswithpopefrancis

Mass in Celebration of 
MLK Jr. Day   

January 18 - Mass for MLK Jr. Day Celebration
Diocesan Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration, 
Mass for the Preservation of Justice and Peace at 
10:00am, at Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral (collecting 
diapers for donation at this liturgy)
If you are interested in providing parish leadership with 
formation and advocacy around the issue of abortion, in 
partnership with leaders working on other social issues, 
please contact Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and 
Peace, trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org

Please note, the COVID 19 vaccine in now available to North Carolinians age 65 and older.  (This is a 
change in age from the original plan for North Carolina.)  Information about the vaccine can be found here. 

http://bit.ly/fridayswithpopefrancis
mailto:trevor.thompson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/findyourspot
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Praying with the Saints emerges from the belief 
that the best way to come to know the saints and to 
grow into the love of Christ with them is to practice 
praying the way the saints themselves prayed. The 
series launched on January 1 and invites partici-
pants on a daily journey of prayer with four partic-
ular saints, each of which will be featured for three 
consecutive weeks. 

Link with article and info:
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/news/mcgrath-insti-
tute-invites-participation-in-prayer-pilgrim-
age-with-the-saints/
Link to sign up:
https://churchlife-info.nd.edu/praying-with-the-saints

Before the holidays, each family received a letter from 
Monsignor Clay requesting your support in 2021 through 
your time, talent, and/or treasure. Partnered with that letter 
was the 2021 *Stewardship Commitment Form. If you have 
not had the opportunity to discuss and pray about how 
Christ calls us to be disciples, please take a moment to do 
so now. It is so important to fill out the form and return it to 
the parish as soon as possible. As Monsignor Clay’s letter 
articulates: “this is not a binding contract but a good faith 
pledge to do your best to support the parish in the way(s) 
that is/are possible for each member of your household.”  
The *Stewardship Commitment Form provides a way to 
think about and then share how you will be a passionate 
steward here at St. Francis. If you prefer to complete the 
Stewardship Commitment Form online, you can do that 
now by clicking here. Thank you for supporting our parish 
home. On a personal note, I pray every day for our entire 
St. Francis family and I am so very grateful for your belief 
in Stewardship as a Way To Life. I hope that the new year 
brings much needed healing and peace to every member 
of this big beautiful St. Francis family. 
 

If you have any questions or comments please do not hes-
itate to contact me. Deb.Royals-Mizerk@stfrancisraleigh.
org or by calling (919) 847-8205 x222. 
 

*The parish Stewardship Commitment form is not the form 
to use for the Franciscan School or the St. Francis of Assisi 
Preschool stewardship rate application process. That is a 
separate form and can be found on the school website.

St. Francis of Assisi 2021 
Family Stewardship 
Commitment Form

https://mcgrath.nd.edu/news/mcgrath-institute-invites-participation-in-prayer-pilgrimage-with-the-sa
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/news/mcgrath-institute-invites-participation-in-prayer-pilgrimage-with-the-sa
https://mcgrath.nd.edu/news/mcgrath-institute-invites-participation-in-prayer-pilgrimage-with-the-sa
https://churchlife-info.nd.edu/praying-with-the-saints
https://www.jotform.com/SFa11401z/stewardship-commitment-form
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

Teachable Moments

You often hear about those “teachable 
moments” that come up in our lives and 
those of our children, and we certainly 
have many each day in The Franciscan 
School!  However, as happens every four 
years during the national elections, the 
Social Studies teachers in 7th and 8th 
grades get the opportunity to show the 
interaction between faith and history in 
our national life as well as our own lives.
Lori Giannaccini, the 8th grade Social 
Studies teacher, teaches American Histo-
ry and the founding documents as part of 
the 8th grade curriculum. This has been 
a rich season for current events discus-
sions in her class. As Lori points out, “In 
my opinion, it is incredibly important for 
students to become politically aware. I 
feel strongly that I guide students to pay 
attention to the world around them. I also 
spend a lot of time on how to discuss 
opposing viewpoints. I spend time on 
the Constitution, role of government, and 
the election process to help students 
understand why there are so many 
different perspectives about government, 
the political world, etc. Additionally, we 
discuss a lot about personal bias that 
seeps into everything.”  She also points 
out that it’s important to get a variety of 
opinions on a topic: we tell them…”talk 
with your parents. Read articles. Listen 
to different viewpoints; but mostly, follow 
what Jesus taught us. Treat everyone as 
you would like to be treated: with love, 
value, and respect, even if you are angry 
or it is impossible to agree with them.”
The 7th grade Social Studies curriculum 
is not about American history, but Matt 

Barbee, the 7th grade teacher, does 
feel the discussion of current political 
events are very important. “If there are 
two sides to the story, and there usually 
are, we are working to identify what 
the motivations are for each. This skill 
is essential because without balancing 
competing perspectives, there is no way 
to represent diverse opinions honestly. 
Without representing competing views 
in good faith, it is difficult to cooperate.”  
Matt offers that, “Most of the students 
asked straightforward questions, “What 
happened?” or “How many people were 
involved?” However, some also asked 
more probing questions like, “Why are 
people angry?” or “What will happen 
next?” I emphasized that not all ques-
tions have easy answers. I encouraged 
every student to discuss further with their 
parents.” 
Both teachers emphasize how their faith 
plays an everyday role in every aspect 
of the students’ lives, and that what is 
reported in the news is not often a reflec-
tion of our day-to-day faith experiences. 
Mrs. Giannaccini points out that, despite 
all the anger seen on the news, “in our 
day-to-day life, there are signs of people 
helping people everywhere. There is a 
kind smile, a door open, a coffee for a 
homeless person, helping someone load 
their groceries, and the five people who 
always stop when there is car trouble. 
This is real life. This shows authentic 
humanity. This shows love.”  
When asked how the thoughtful discus-
sion of topics allows our students to be 
better citizens and people of faith, Matt 

responds, “When they are adults, they 
will be asked about their memories of this 
time and place (in history), and I wonder, 
“What will they say?” Whatever their rec-
ollections, I hope being in my class helps 
them answer responsibly (and that it is) a 
reflection of their time here at TFS.”
As we observe the annual celebration 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we at The 
Franciscan School continue his legacy in 
teaching a dedication to justice, non-vio-
lence, and the thoughtful, informed, and 
persistent discussion and resolution in 
a faithful way of even the most difficult 
problems facing our country. Our faith 
guides how we are to treat one another, 
because we are all created in the image 
of God. The open discussion of current 
events affords students the opportunity to 
realize that their faith is, in fact, relevant 
and applicable, “something we use every 
day.” Faith acts as a pathfinder for them 
so that they may find their way as they 
grow to take on leadership in our world.
The Franciscan School wants to collab-
orate with you to achieve the academic 
and spiritual support you want for your 
child and their educational experience. 
Join us for one of our upcoming virtual 
information sessions to learn more on 
how we can support your family. 

February 18, 7:00pm
March 16, 12:00pm 

More information can be found on our 
website at www.franciscanschool.org 
or contact Principal Mike Watson at 
michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org. 
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

As our nation prepares to observe Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, I am reminded how 
important it is for our children to learn 
tolerance, patience, and empathy for 
others.  This is especially true given the 
social unrest which has plagued our 
country in recent months.  
As preschool educators, I feel that we 
play a key role in in helping to instill 
these “welcoming” and inclusive values 
because we are lucky enough to have 
the children with us at the beginning of 
their educational journeys.  They come to 
us without prejudices, grudges, or harsh 
opinions of others.  They are open to the 
newness of being at preschool and all of 
the experiences that await them, includ-
ing making new friends.  
In preschool we can plant the seeds 
of acceptance and nurture embracing 
others whether they are similar to us or 
not.  We can explore the uniqueness of 
differences while emphasizing the rich-
ness of diversity.  Initiating and building 
friendships with those around us is one 
of the hallmarks of an early childhood 
education.  We teach recognition of our 

differences, often starting with physical 
appearances, as these are generally the 
easiest and most concrete examples.  
We help the children learn to appreciate 
the uniqueness and specialness of each 
one of them.  As Catholic educators, we 
are able to strengthen this appreciation 
with emphasis on God making all of us 
in His image.  God created us and loves 
each one of us as we are; we are called 
to do the same as followers of Him. It 
doesn’t matter if we have blue eyes or 
brown or if we can kick a ball farther or 
ride a bike faster than someone else. 
Some of us have purple hair, new shoes, 
crazy socks, or use a wheelchair.  We 
are all considered special in the eyes of 
our Lord.  We should, therefore, remem-
ber this when we encounter those around 
us who have other special gifts, looks, 
talents, or abilities.  
At preschool, our teachers intentionally 
plan activities and play opportunities to 
weave the concepts of acceptance, care, 
friendship, and tolerance of everyone into 
their days.  One of my favorite activities 
involved cracking open white and brown 
eggs.  The lesson was used to illustrate 

with the class that no matter how some-
one looks on the outside, God made us 
all the same on the inside.  Another way 
that I have seen this message shared is 
by having the children create a picture 
of themselves.  By doing so, everyone in 
the class can see that some have brown 
hair or black hair, some have freckles, or 
pierced ears, but ultimately, we all have 
eyes, ears, a nose, and mouth.  
I would encourage you to look for oppor-
tunities to encourage these lessons with 
the children who are special in your life.  
These are only a few examples, but there 
are many more out there!  In addition, 
never forget the power behind teaching 
a child to pray to God….teaching them to 
pray for others who are not recognized 
for their uniqueness or treated kindly 
because they are different.  Any chance 
to reiterate that we are all God’s children 
is never wasted!
Registration for the 21-22 school year is 
open! To learn how to join our amazing 
preschool, please visit our website at 
www.preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7

2016 Photo 2016 Photo

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Caring Casseroles and
Feed the Need:

Our refrigerator is located in Cuperti-
no in the Community Center. Please 
note the following when dropping off 
your meal.
•	 Both Feed the Need and Caring 

Casseroles should be dropped off 
at the Community Center – specif-
ically the middle door which opens 
into Cupertino Room. The middle 
door will be unlocked between 
9:00am and 4:00pm Monday-Fri-
day.

•	 The doors to the rest of the Com-
munity Center will remain locked. 

•	 There will be one refrigerator for 
Feed the Need and one refrigerator 
for Caring Casseroles. They will be 
labelled accordingly. 

•	 Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freez-
ers for short term storage of meals 
for families. 

•	 Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredi-
ents. We have some families with 
food allergies and you can help us 
keep them safe by just including the 
ingredients for each meal for both 
Feed the Need and Caring Casse-
roles. 

•	 If you have any questions or would 
like to join this wonderful ministry, 
contact me at 919-847-8205x241 
or email me at kathleen.owen@
stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

SCAM ALERT
Scammers are at it again sending 
malicious emails to parishioners. You 
will NEVER get a soliciation email 
from our pastor or bishop asking for 
“a favor”, or for emergency help in 
the form of money. Please do not 
open or click on them. Simply trash 
them. They could cause havoc on 
your computer and your pocket book.

Job Connection Ministry's 
Tuesday Weekly Coaching Call

January 19 at 4:00pm  
Request Invitation for Free Zoom Training 
Contact: Mary Horner at 610-755-5392

or  Michael McGrail 
www.mcgrailgroup.com  

484-318-6111 

Inclement Weather Policy
If there is a cancelation or delay 
at TFS due to inclement weather, 
daily mass will be canceled. Please 
check the parish website, call the 
parish office, or check WRAL or 
WTVD for information concerning 
other cancelations or delays during 
inclement weather.

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
http://www.mcgrailgroup.com


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry: Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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Novena for Life - January 16-24
A novena is a period of sustained prayer over nine days for a particular intention. The St. Francis Knights of Columbus 
are sponsoring a Novena for Life from January 16 to 24 to pray for a culture of life and civilization of love in our commu-
nity, nation and world. The novena began on the day of the Mass for Life (Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama, celebrant) at the 
Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral at 11:00am, Jan 16 and ends with a virtual Rosary of Life on Jan 24 at 10:45 am. All are 
welcome to participate and are encouraged to pray in their homes on each of the nine days of the novena.  
Novena daily reflections and prayer and the Rosary for Life zoom link are at www.kofc9709.org/events.html.

http://www.kofc9709.org/events.html
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104

Director of Pastoral Ministries 	 Kathy Sales	        847-8205x488

Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise 	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
Habitat for Humanity	 Trevor Thompson 	 stfa.fp@gmail.com
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Liz Mosler  	 lizmosler4@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Care of Creation 	  	  stfccreation@gmail.com
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Racial Justice	 Becky Cawley  
	 becky.cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Melanie Fraites 	 407-718-3537
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	

mailto:amcverry@yahoo.com
mailto:edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:hollandbozo@yahoo.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
http://fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
mailto:scoutmaster352@gmail.com
mailto:scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
mailto:membership@pack352.com
mailto:gk@kofc9709.org
http://ofscentralnc.org
mailto:whitehouseben5@gmail.com

