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Third Sunday of Advent

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

December 13, 2020

Max, Class of 2020, and His Life of Service
See page 7
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May they rest 
in peace and 
perpetual light 
shine upon them:
+ Rocco Luat-Nguyen  
Father of Anh Nguyen 
 

+ Peter Xin
 

+ Anne Morgan
Mother of Tricia Puls
 

+ Martha Esposito
Mother of Francis Esposito

You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-di-

rect/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

December Envelope Schedule
December 13 Weekly
December 13 Retirement for Relig/
                      Aging with Grace
December 20 Weekly
December 25 Christmas
December 25 Diocesan 
                      Priest Retirement
December 27 Weekly
January 1 New Year's Day/
                 Mary Mother of God

Today, December 13, 1:30-3:30pm, you are invited to drive onto 
our church parking lot and rejoice a bit with us as we celebrate 
Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. From the safety of your vehicles you 
will be able to pick up three gifts from the three clergy here at 
St. Francis. While some have jokingly referred to us as the three 
wise men offering three gifts, three wise guys might be closer to 

the mark. Fr. Jim will offer the passengers in each vehicle some blessed straw and 
holy water to be used in your home crèche. Fr. Jairo will offer a small bell to each 
person in your vehicle to be rung during various times during our livestream Mass-
es or at the church during the Christmas season (e.g., when the word “Glory” is 
mentioned at Mass). I will offer you a piece of chalk and a prayer that you may use 
to bless your home on the feast of the Epiphany on January 3. This is a small and 
safe way for us to connect during this Advent-Christmas time. All safety protocols 
will be followed by those packaging and handling these gifts.
“WOW!” is the only word that comes to me as I learned of your generosity for this 
year’s Advent Giving Tree Project. As of late Thursday, the following had been do-
nated:  350+ gifts, 350 gift cards, 80+ boxes of diapers and wipes, and $11,000 + 
in financial donations. Your generosity exceeded our wildest dreams and the entire 
staff joins me in thanking you for your contributions to a most successful Advent 
Giving Tree Project. As Jesus would say, “Well done, good and faithful servants!”
We are looking at how we will celebrate the Christmas liturgies this year and have 
concluded that we must remain especially prudent as COVID-19 cases are spiking 
upward. To that end and upon the input of the Liturgy Task Force, comprised of 
several parishioners working in health care, and those involved on our staff in 
planning the Christmas liturgies, we have decided to have only three in-person 
Masses (200 maximum, our current limit), all of which will be livestreamed. Staffing 
more than three is proving difficult as more and more people are making decisions 
to remain home for the holidays. The Masses will be as follows: 4:00pm Christmas 
Eve Mass (geared to children); 10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass (with special music); 
and 10:00am Christmas Day Mass. More details will be found soon on our website.
Beginning Monday, January 4, we will adjust the way we set up requests for 
remembering family, friends, fellow parishioners, and others in both the Prayers of 
the Faithful and Masses. For the Prayers of the Faithful, we will mention only the 
names you submit in the petitions that are read aloud at Mass. To maintain our 
longstanding practice, we will also place those names and those related to them, 
who are our parishioners, on our parish website. The current tradition will continue, 
just in a different way. In addition, we will also inaugurate a formal Mass Intention 
process on the same day. Requesting Masses specifically for someone, living or 
deceased, is a venerable tradition and an exercise of your baptismal priesthood, 
something you received at your baptism, that calls you to pray and intercede on 
behalf of others to the Lord. There are many ways to exercise this expression of 
your baptismal priesthood, but requesting a Mass to be celebrated for someone 
is a venerable tradition since the Mass is our highest form of prayer and worship. 
Please see the parish website for how you may request Masses to be celebrated 
for a particular intention. A link will appear very soon for both types of requests.    

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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Join us for our upcoming virtual 
information session
January 13, 9:00am

http://bit.ly/virtualadvent
https://catholiccurrent.org/resources-for-advent/
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://bit.ly/stevekpoems
http://www.TheJusticeTheaterProject.org
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Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need 
have moved! Our refrigerator is now 
located in Cupertino in the Community 
Center. Please note the following when 
dropping off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring 

Casseroles should be dropped off at 
the Community Center – specifically 
the middle door which opens into 
Cupertino Room. The middle door will 
be unlocked between 9am and 4pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freezers 
for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients for 
each meal for both Feed the Need and 
Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

Spring Virtual Bible Study
The Book of Mark

Thought to be the earliest of the four Gospels, the Gospel of Mark 
is a fast-moving, vivid account of the ministry, suffering, and death of 
Jesus. Enter into a rich encounter with this preacher, wonder-worker, 
and messiah, whose very life delivered an urgent message about re-
pentance, transformation, and the meaning of suffering in a life poured 
out for others. Part One covers Mark 1:1-9:32, providing an in-depth 
study of Jesus' ministry of healing and preaching. Part Two explores 
Mark 9:33-16:20, including Jesus' entry into Jerusalem and the events 
of his passion, death, and resurrection.
 

Sessions will take place on the free Zoom platform. Registration is 
required. Limited to the first 20 participants. To register, visit 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/.
Dates: Wednesdays 
1/20, 1/27, 2/3, 2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24 
(10 sessions)
Time: 10:00-11:30am via Zoom
Facilitators: Barbara Efird and Cindy Cardello
Cost: $25. Registration includes Bible commentary (2 books), study 
and reflection questions, prayers, and access to online lectures. 
Participants will receive instructions on how to pick up materials at 
St. Francis. (Shipping the entire order to the church will enable us to 
take advantage of bulk pricing and will save on shipping costs.)
 

For more information, contact Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Formation Ministries

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
mailto:Jennifer.Fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Justice and Peace Ministries

 by Cathy Smith, St. Vincent de Paul, President

The residents of Raleigh recently 
overwhelmingly passed the $80 million 
dollar Affordable Housing Bond proposal. 
Affordable housing has become a big 
issue during the 2019 City Council cam-
paign and several new members were 
elected as a result of their advocacy for 
that issue.
 

As we bring our Catholic values and 
social teaching principles to the public 
sphere, we recognize that the issue of 
affordable housing is an important con-
cern. The US Bishops have written that 
based on our Catholic social teaching, 
“Decent, safe, and affordable housing is 
a human right.” They continue by noting 
that “Catholic teaching supports the 
right to private property, but recognizes 
that communities and the government 
have an obligation to ensure the housing 
needs of all are met, especially poor and 
vulnerable people and their families. In 
a time of rising homelessness and when 
many workers' wages are stagnant and 
living expenses are rising, it is important 
to ensure housing security.” Based on 
this position, our Office of Justice and 
Peace has been encouraging parishio-
ners to stay engaged in local matters 
pertaining to this issue of affordable 
housing. With rapid growth in Wake 
county, stagnant wages for many, and 
now a global pandemic, this is no small 
matter. It is our hope that this recent vote 
on a housing bond will be one important 
way our civic leaders are fulfilling their 
obligation to protect the common good 
and assure rights for the most vulnerable.
 

Through our partnership with the com-
munity organizing group called O.N.E. 
Wake, we are also following closely what 
has been unfolding in Wake County 
around a project being called “Downtown 
South.” Earlier this year, John Kane 
Realty and Steve Malik, owner of the 
state's soccer franchise, submitted a 
rezoning request to Raleigh's Planning 
Commission for review and affirmation, 
to pass on to the City Council for official 

Affordable Housing and The Downtown South Project
By St. Francis Parishioners Leon Cooke, Marianne Williams, Nancy Dilger, and the St. Francis Office of Justice and Peace

approval. The scope of the project is 
to rezone approximately 145 acres of 
property southwest of downtown Raleigh 
that features as its centerpiece a soc-
cer stadium. The vision of this project 
now includes additional sports and 
entertainment venues, hotels, high-rise 
apartments, commercial buildings, and 
a walkable promenade of various shops 
and restaurants.
 

With the recent disbandment of Commu-
nity Advisory Councils (CACs), there has 
been little opportunity for direct resident 
input and interchange with the develop-
ers about this proposed project. O.N.E. 
Wake has stepped in to facilitate a much 
needed conversation between citizens, 
civic leaders, and developers. With over 
40 faith congregations partnering with 
O.N.E Wake, it is natural that given our 
concerns related to affordable housing, 
livable wages, the environment, and a 
shadowed history of systemic racism in 
development and city planning, that we 
would raise our voices to want to slow 
down the developers’ agenda and un-
derstand what is at stake. Initially, it was 
not clear that affordable housing, livable 
wages, and environmental protections 
were a priority in this project.
 

O.N.E. Wake has had several oppor-
tunities to speak these concerns to 
Mayor Baldwin and John Kane, and they 
publically committed to work with O.N.E. 
Wake around these concerns during the 
Founding Assembly in October. Since 
then, other groups have also expressed 
concerns. Recently, Kane Realty has 
added conditions for affordable housing 
to the extent of 10% after the first 1,000 

units are built and rented. That's 100 
units with subsidized rents guaranteed 
only the first five years, then they revert 
to market rate. Although this shows an 
acknowledgement of the concern, it by 
no means addresses the larger need in a 
sustainable way.
 

Thus, with a Planning Commission 
meeting deadline and upcoming City 
Council meetings on the horizon, and a 
lack of meaningful commitments from the 
developers, O.N.E. Wake encouraged 
its members to write members of the 
Planning Commission expressing their 
concerns. This past Tuesday, the Plan-
ning Commission rejected the rezoning 
due to lack of sufficient data on housing, 
traffic, and transportation given the time-
line that the developer imposed in order 
to start on the project by year end. It is 
now up to the City Council to accept that 
unanimous 8-0 vote or override it at their 
next Council meeting. We would encour-
age you to pay attention to this issue and 
contact your City Council members to let 
them know your thoughts given your faith 
values.
 

Again, we believe that being concerned 
about this issue is central to what it 
means to build the Kingdom of God on 
earth as it is in heaven. Our faith is not a 
private matter, but as Pope Francis said 
in his recent encyclical, it is a matter of 
loving our neighbor. And as Pope Francis 
reminds us, loving neighbor means char-
ity and justice, the latter, as he puts it, 
“means combatting the structural causes 
of poverty, inequality, the lack of work, 
land and housing, the denial of social and 
labor rights. It means confronting the de-
structive effects of the empire of money.” 
This is no small task, but it is our calling 
as Christians to be Christ’s salt and light 
in a world of darkness.
 

If you have any questions, or feel com-
pelled to be more involved in the work of 
justice and peace, contact the Director of 
the Office of Justice and Peace, Trevor 
Thompson, trevor.thompson@stfrancis-
raleigh.org

mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

For some, it surely is. For many, the 
holidays are something to get through, 
something to survive, something that 
causes dread. It’s a time of year when 
the mind wanders to holidays in the 
past when things seemed simpler, more 
familiar and safe. It’s a time of year when 
there’s pressure to buy happiness and to 
become a super hero to get all the shop-
ping, wrapping, cooking, and preparing 
done. If this doesn’t describe you, it may 
well describe someone you know. 
What can you do?
Take a breath: when you feel yourself 
becoming overwhelmed, take a moment 
to breathe. Taking just a minute or two to 
refocus can help you balance what you’re 
feeling so you can proceed in a more 
organized, coherent way. I actually find 
reciting The Lord’s Prayer a great way 
to de-stress. It reminds me there are far 
more important things than the next item 
on my To Do list!
Reach out: when you start feeling over-
whelmed with your situation, don’t keep 
it to yourself. Reach out to someone 
you know will listen. Being able to just 
acknowledge what you’re facing can be 
a very empowering thing to do. If you 
can’t think of someone to call, call my 
voice mail 919-847-205x241, and leave 
a message. I also find that when I’m 
stressing about something in my life that 
I can’t seem to change, it helps me to do 
something nice for someone else. 

Gaudete Sunday, 
December 13th 1:30-3:30 PM

Please make plans to join us for our fun 
and safe Advent Celebration!  Here are 
the details:
Where: Enter on St. Francis Drive by 
The Franciscan School
Why: Because it’s Gaudete Sunday. 
The Sunday during Advent when you 
light your rose candle, when the priests 
wear rose vestments and we’re meant to 
Rejoice! 
Who: The priests will be there offering 
gifts to everyone! 
How: Just enter campus from the school 
entrance and roll through our Advent 
stops. 
So, let’s shake off the burdens of 2020 
and take some time to rejoice knowing 
that we are loved beyond measure and 
that we are preparing to celebrate the 
Savior of The World!
For more information, please visit www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/gaudete-sunday/.

Find out what type of help is available: 
there are so many resources, but they 
are hard to find when you’re in the middle 
of a crisis. Take some time now to famil-
iarize yourself with available resources. 
Here’s a list of several:
•	 Hope4NC Helpline (1-855-587-3463) 

- Connects North Carolinians to ad-
ditional mental health and resilience 
supports that help them cope and 
build resilience during times of crisis, 
24/7.

•	 National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline 800-273-TALK (8255) or 
(800) SUICIDE - Crisis line for suicide 
prevention. 

•	 SAMHSA Crisis Line 1-800-662-
HELP Referral and information ser-
vice for substance abuse disorders. 
Both English and Spanish. Free and 
confidential, open 24/7 

•	 Go to wake.nc.networkofcare.org and 
click on services for a comprehensive 
list of all kinds of services available 
from public, nonprofit or private pro-
viders in Wake County. 

•	 For a more comprehensive list of 
resources, visit https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/community-help-ho-
tline-links/

When I look back on all my favorite hol-
idays and gatherings, it wasn’t the food, 
the gifts or the decorations that made the 
difference. It was the warmth of being 
together, the smiles that lit up the faces 
(and the room!), and the hope of the 
season of our savior’s birth that made all 
the difference. May you find some peace, 
joy and hope this year. 

Revel! Rejoice! Roll!

It’s the “hap-happiest time of the 
year”, right? 

mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/gaudete-sunday/
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/gaudete-sunday/
http://wake.nc.networkofcare.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-help-hotline-links/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-help-hotline-links/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-help-hotline-links/
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

It would not be much of a stretch to say 
Max Bjerke grew up at The Franciscan 
School.
“Most of my life so far has been spent 
at TFS – from kindergarten through 
eighth grade and at St. Francis preschool 
before that,” says Bjerke. “I had the priv-
ilege of being a part of the TFS Class of 
2020 and now attend high school at Iron 
Academy, an all-male Christian school 
that – like TFS – focuses on leadership, 
self-discipline and service.”
Bjerke has the opportunity to put those 
characteristics on display not only within 
school walls, but also in the community. 
In addition to his rigorous schoolwork, 
Bjerke serves as a volunteer firefighter.
“I became interested in firefighting when 
my parents and I went to a Public Safety 
Day presentation at Leesville Road High 
School in September of 2019. I started 
training the following Thursday and knew 
that this job was for me,” he remembers.
Bjerke believes his time at TFS prepared 
him for firefighting by teaching him 
how to serve the community and what 
it means to help those in need. “The 
service projects we would participate in 
really made me cognizant of the dangers 
and struggles that people face in their 
everyday lives,” he says.
There were many teachers at TFS who 
helped shape Bjerke not only as a stu-
dent, but as a person.

“Mrs. Burdett created a lot of wonderful 
memories in first grade and impacted my 
life greatly with her kindness and Mrs. 
LaPorte, a positive and loving teacher, 
was influential in third grade by making 
class fun – yet disciplined – and showing 
me what it means to be humble,” Bjerke 
says. “Mrs. Moser patiently guided and 
encouraged me in science class during 
eighth grade by teaching me effective 
study habits that I’m still using today, 
and Mr. Tenace helped me to grow in my 
relationship with God. He even inspired 
my interest in possibly joining the military 
– something that I previously could not 
imagine myself doing.”
Mr. Shawn Tenace, one of the TFS 
Middle School religion teachers, also 
has fond memories of Max as a student. 
“Max was the fastest cross country ath-
lete in middle school throughout his time 
at TFS. He was feared in PE because of 
his speed, strength, agility and skill, and 
he was the hardest working player on the 
basketball court,” Tenace remembers. 
“However, what stands out the most is 
that while he was humble and quiet, he 
outworked everyone else on the sporting 
field.” “Middle School can be rough, and 
teenagers sometimes push boundaries, 
but not Max,” Tenace continues. “He 
was always respectful to his teachers, 
classmates, and environment, but – most 

importantly – he was reverent, respecting 
God, prayer and worship.”
Bjerke has taken away a lot from his 
time at TFS, such as the importance of 
serving others with joy and love, but one 
of those most important to him is the 
strong foundation of faith. “One key thing 
I learned and will carry with me for the 
rest of my life is that you should never 
be afraid to admit your love for Jesus,” 
he says. “If someone asks you if you 
are a Christian or Catholic, you should 
not answer ‘yes’ with embarrassment or 
shyness, but instead answer with pride 
because loving the Lord is something to 
be proud of.”
The Franciscan School wants you to 
experience all we have to offer your 
child’s educational experience. Join us 
for one of our upcoming virtual informa-
tion sessions.

January 13, 9:00am
February 18, 7:00pm
March 16, 12:00pm

Our Principal, Mike Watson, will lead 
each of the sessions, and faculty and 
parents will join the session to help an-
swer any questions you may have about 
The Franciscan School. 
Please visit our website at www.francis-
canschool.org/ or contact Principal Mike 
Watson at michael.watson@stfrancisra-
leigh.org 

Max, Class of 2020, and his life of service

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org/
http://www.franciscanschool.org/
mailto:michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

Happy Gaudete Sunday!  Hopefully, 
your family will have a chance to visit the 
parish ‘Revel! Rejoice! Roll!’ event that 
is planned today. Among the things to 
see will be the Christmas tree repre-
senting preschool. Many of our students 
helped decorate with silver and gold glit-
ter pinecones that were collected from 
our campus. Nothing says “preschool 
fun” like glue and glitter! Several others 
worked on their cutting skills and created 
a paper chain to wrap around the tree. 
While, as Catholic educators, we 
particularly emphasize, with our stu-
dents, the birth of our Lord and reflect 
on all that means in our faith, we also 
try to acknowledge and celebrate the 
enthusiasm that the children have for 
all of the other exciting parts that are in 
the Christmas season. Some of these, 
undoubtedly include glitter, ornaments, 
and gift making. As you might imagine, 
it also often includes discussions about 
Santa, his elves, and presents that might 
arrive. Some of our teachers even go 
so far as to create a class version of the 
popular “Elf on a Shelf”. The purpose is 
not only for the children to have fun with 
some elf antics, but there are also other 
important lessons that can be created. 

“….And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior….” Luke 1:47

When I was teaching, I, like many of 
our teachers, made sure that the elf in 
the classroom was often caught misbe-
having. An elf in one of the 4-year old 
classes this year was found painting 
on the windows and stringing a zip line 
across the classroom. He also was found 
outside on the playground in a tree; he 
apparently left the classroom without 
permission! Some elves have brought 
laughs because they’ve dumped bins of 
crayons or mixed up chairs. All of these 
moments can become lessons to teach 
the students about taking care of the 
things in their classrooms, helping clean 
up messes, and even how to stay safe. 
As naughty as some elves can be, they 
can help provide lessons of kindness and 
doing special things for others too. Some 
elves have been known to carefully 

decorate classrooms with holiday decor, 
make ornaments for all of the students, 
and leave tasty treats. They can echo the 
lessons of sharing, doing a good deed, 
and making someone feel extra special. 
These teaching moments can then be 
tied into how we can prepare for Jesus’ 
arrival and ultimately spread His 
message about love of others. 
If you find any mischievous or helpful 
elves about, see what kind of lessons 
might present themselves. You never 
know what these silly activities could 
teach to our little ones! 
Registration for the ’21-’22 school year 
will open early in January. To learn how 
to join our amazing preschool, please 
visit our website at: preschoolatstfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at 
 shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next
St Vincent de Paul
Do you want to become a member of 
our St Vincent de Paul Conference while 
working from home? We are in need of 
volunteers who from their own home, 
retrieve messages that have been left on 
the St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) hotline. 
The information is entered on an intake 
form which is then forwarded to the 
person who coordinates the visitors. The 
volunteer usually needs to contact the 
neighbor (the person seeking assistance) 
by phone to get additional information. 
Also if the neighbor is not in the area 
SVdP covers, the volunteer will provide 
the neighbor with at list of resources for 
possible assistance. All volunteers will 
receive extensive training and specify 
their availability. All work with our neigh-
bors is done virtually. If interested 
in helping contact Cathy Smith at 
smithtcr@gmail.com
The Faith and Science Forum
This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information 
by discussing books, to ask questions, 
and to support one another in our 
mutual discovery and appreciation of our 
common home where Spirit illumines all 
things. Please contact Ron Monti at (919) 
841-0807, montiron@aol.com or Tracy 
Hurley at 828-773-3152, danandtracy@
hotmail.com.
 

Contemplative Spirituality 
Solace of Fierce Landscapes 
We continue to meet virtually every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday from 1 to 2:30pm to 
dialogue on Solace of Fierce Landscapes 
by Belden C. Lane, where the author 
explores why so many in history were 
drawn to the hazardous terrain of deserts 
and mountains in search of Christian 
spirituality. Those reading the book have 
found it to be truly captivating due to its 
many unique insights into our Spirituality. 
If you have questions or are interested in 
joining the sessions contact Tracy Hurley 
at danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-
3152 or Deacon Steve at stephenwan-
drews@outlook.com, 732-213-0104.
Contemplative Spirituality 
Thomas Merton’s Bridges Series 
Did you know that when John Robert 
Lewis crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in 1965, he knew that he was going to 
be arrested and he had two books with 
him that he was going to read while he 
was in jail. One was his bible and the 
other was a book by Thomas Merton. 
Why would a 23 year old Baptist have 
a book to read written by the Catholic 
Monk? Experience Why. Join us virtually, 
on Fridays from 1 to 2:30pm. We will 
dialogue on book from Merton’s Bridges 
to Contemplative Living Series. Contact 
Tracy Hurley at danandtracy@hotmail.
com, 828-773-3152 or Deacon Steve at 
stephenwandrews@outlook.com,
732-213-0104.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The ministry meets virtually every 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7 to 8 am. The 
meetings provide a way for men to come 
together in prayer and fellowship. For 
discussions, we select a book that deals 
with faith and life issues. The Men’s 
Ministry provides a safe haven for men to 
meet other Christian men for friendship 
and the sharing of our journey through 
life. Contactontact Norm Tuomi at 
norman3722@att.net or Ralph Guenther 
at rguenther2@nc.rr.com.

St. Francis will be providing meals to 
homeless families who are in the pro-
gram of Family Promise. Normally these 
families would be sleeping on our cam-
pus and having meals the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s. Currently, 
however, because of COVID-19, they 
are being temporarily housed in an apart-
ment. Thus, our ministry will be providing 
supplies and preparing and delivering 
meals from December 27 to January 3. 
If you are willing to help with this, you 
can contact our ministry leader directly at 
stfa.fp@gmail.com to secure the link for 
the on-line sign-up.

Contact Marisa Ferrara at 
marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com. Next meeting, December 6.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care – Our next session will begin meeting 
virtually via zoom from February 2 to May 11 from 6:00 – 8:00pm.
For more information contact Bill Morgan at dejanuts@yahoo.com
or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry: Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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SCAM ALERT
Scammers are at it again sending malicious emails 
to parishioners. You will NEVER get a soliciation 
email from our pastor or bishop asking for “a favor”, 
or for emergency help in the form of money. Please 
do not open or click on them. Simply trash them. 
They could cause havoc on your computer and 
your pocket book.
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Project Rachel Support Group - Abortion is experienced by millions of women, many of whom are Catholic. 
The Project Rachel ministry assists women and who have been wounded by abortion to find healing and peace. 
There is a support group beginning in the Triangle area in January 2021. If you have experienced an abortion 
and would like (confidential) information about the support group, contact Project Rachel at (919) 852-1021, or 
email: project.rachel@raldioc.org or the website: http://projectrachelnc.org/. Calls and appointments are kept 
strictly confidential.

mailto:project.rachel@raldioc.org
http://projectrachelnc.org/
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Kathy Sales	 Director of Pastoral Ministries       847-8205x488
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser 	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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