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Second Sunday of Advent

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
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Through Baptism 
may they walk 
always as children 
of the light:
Weston John Banach
Son of Steven and Tricia Banach
Weston Bauer Cherry
Son of Mark and Kelly Cherry
Wyatt Douglas Cherry
Son of Mark and Kelly Cherry
Delaney Ann Hawreluk
Daughter of Jason and Lisa Hawreluk
Luke Alan Larrabee
Son of Michael and Cassie Larrabee
Lainey Jean Maupin
Daughter of Donavon and Alice Maupin
Mateo David Peterson
Son of Robert and Laura Peterson
Andrew Jason Smith
Son of Dana and Michael Smith
Cameron Daniel Smith
Son of Dana and Michael Smith
Elliott Taylor Smith
Son of Dana and Michael Smith
Maddox William Smith
Son of Byron and Aria Smith
Eddie Scott Stapleton
Son of Dan and Amanda Stapleton

May they rest 
in peace and 
perpetual light 
shine upon them:
+ Hilario Rupinta
Father of Amber Rupinta-Ferro
 

+ Tamiko Ifland  
Mother of Barbara Ifland
 

+ Ann Pavlan
Mother of Anita Misko

Since learning in May that I was being appointed your pastor, 
I have been pondering why the Lord has asked me to lead 
your community. I knew for many months before the bishop’s 
phone call that I would conclude my eight-year appointment 
at The Catholic University of America in Washington, DC 
in August 2020. Given my background and skills, all of my 

priest-colleagues expected me to be named pastor of another large parish in the 
diocese. St. Francis of Assisi was not on anyone’s radar screen, certainly not 
mine. After getting over the surprise of the bishop’s request, I began to take this to 
daily prayer, asking the Lord why he was calling me to serve you. What came to 
me most clearly was an invitation to take this parish to new heights, primarily new 
spiritual heights and a deeper awareness of why our Catholic faith is so awesome. 
This has only been confirmed in my three months as your pastor. In light of this, 
I embarked on a path to unpack the Lord’s invitation and believe I have gained 
more insight on what that might look like and how that might happen. To get there, 
I realized fairly early that I would need someone to help me coordinate this vision 
and its implementation. After a four-month search, I have found the person I 
believe will be most beneficial to both you and me in this journey.
On December 1, Kathy Sales began her ministry among us as Director of Pastoral 
Ministries. She comes with excellent theological credentials, 20 years of pastoral 
ministry at both the parish and campus ministry level, and a strong background in 
spirituality. She will serve as coordinator with our various pastoral ministry areas 
to explore and implement the vision I have perceived from the Lord as His desire 
for our community. This vision will roll out over the course of 2021 and I pray you 
will find it both worthwhile and something you will want to embrace yourself. Stay 
tuned for more details soon and join me in welcoming Kathy to our staff.
Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness of the Americas and her feast day is 
December 12. Millions of Latinos and others in the Americas venerate her each 
year. This year, a Mass in Spanish will be celebrated at St. Francis on the evening 
of December 11 to honor La Morenita (the little brown lady) whose presence led 
to the conversion to Catholicism of virtually every indigenous person in what is 
present-day Mexico within 10 years of her appearance, an unprecedented event 
in the history of Christianity. I encourage you to read her story and the many 
miracles attributed to her. Here is a good synopsis of her story: 
 https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/saints/our-lady-of-guadalupe-424 
On December 13, we will celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, also known 
as Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. With the limitations placed upon all of us by 
COVID-19, we invite parishioners to drive by the church that afternoon to rejoice 
a bit with us as we near the Christmas season. Fr. Jim will offer each car some 
blessed straw and holy water to be used in your home crèche. Fr. Jairo will offer 
a small bell to each person in your car to be rung during various times during our 
livestream Masses or at the church during the Christmas season. I will offer you a 
piece of chalk and a prayer that you may use to bless your home on the feast of 
the Epiphany on January 3. This is a small and safe way for us to connect during 
this Advent-Christmas time. We look forward to seeing many of you. All safety 
protocols will be followed by those packaging and handling these gifts.
Please support our Advent Giving Tree Project. The poor have a special place in 
the heart of the Lord and ours as well. You may help them through the donation 
of a material gift, a financial donation, and/or a gift card. The deadline for bringing 
your gift to the church is Wednesday, December 9. 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/saints/our-lady-of-guadalupe-424


 

You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-di-

rect/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/
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December Envelope Schedule
December 6 Weekly
December 6 Mortgage Sunday
December 8 Immaculate Conception
December 13 Weekly
December 13 Retirement for Relig/
                      Aging with Grace
December 20 Weekly
December 25 Christmas
December 25 Diocesan 
                      Priest Retirement
December 27 Weekly
January 1 New Year's Day/
                 Mary Mother of God

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
http://www.supportbirthchoice.org/bfl.html
http://bit.ly/virtualadvent
https://catholiccurrent.org/resources-for-advent/


The Pastor’s Parishioner Outreach Project is reaching out 
to parishioners to make sure we have your current contact 
information. We’re looking for volunteers to help reach out to 
parishioners. If you would like to make phone calls or send 
cards to help update parishioner contact info, please contact 
kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org4

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need 
have moved! Our refrigerator is now 
located in Cupertino in the Community 
Center. Please note the following when 
dropping off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring 

Casseroles should be dropped off at 
the Community Center – specifically 
the middle door which opens into 
Cupertino Room. The middle door will 
be unlocked between 9am and 4pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freezers 
for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients for 
each meal for both Feed the Need and 
Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

Join us for our upcoming virtual 
information session

December 8, 12:00pm

Contact Marisa Ferrara at 
marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org

mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.franciscanschool.org/
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org
http://bit.ly/stevekpoems
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Justice and Peace Ministries

Mary was on the brink of eviction. She lost her job during the 
Covid crisis and went through savings to pay bills. Mary has 
two grade school age children, one of which has special needs 
where virtual learning was a challenge. With this in mind, Mary 
was able to find a customer service job that she can do from 
home. She had started the job but had not yet received a pay-
check. Mary was behind two months in rent and needed help.  
St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) was able to provide assistance 
toward Mary’s back rent to maintain a safe and stable living 
environment for her and her children.
 

The SVdP conference at St Francis of Assisi has been working 
to help meet the needs like Mary’s for our parishioners and 
nearby neighbors for the last five years. Our objective is to pro-
vide assistance, helping our neighbors through a financial crisis 
which might leave them homeless or without electricity or water. 
 

This ministry is a ministry of encounter.  But the coronavirus 
has changed many things about the way we operate. In normal 
times, those who call for help are usually visited by two SVdP 
Visitors who listen to their story, get a detailed assessment 
of the neighbor’s situation, and let them know that someone 
cares. But in these times, we are conducting “visits” by phone. 
We get copies of bills by email or text. We talk to the landlords 
by phone. We conduct our SVdP meetings via Zoom, where we 
as a group discuss cases and approve the assistance.  
 

St Vincent de Paul – Being Neighbor to Those in Need
 by Cathy Smith, St. Vincent de Paul, President

One thing has not changed – the need is greater than ever and 
the work goes on. Since early October there has been a large 
increase in calls to the SVdP helpline. At this point in time there 
are many stories like Mary's. We can’t help them all, but we try. 
 

SVdP is one of the many ministries of St. Francis that re-
ceive a portion of the offertory as part of the Tithe for Justice 
and Peace. Thank you for your generosity! In addition SVdP 
receives donations directly from individuals. We also receive 
proceeds when an area person donates a car to the National 
SVdP car donation program. Here are some statistics on the 
assistance we have provided since our beginning, including the 
increase in the last six weeks.
Expenses	                Assistance     # of Families Served
Fiscal Year 1	 $4,194	 12
Fiscal Year 2	 $16,081	 39
Fiscal Year 3	 $26,893	 71
Fiscal Year 4	 $23,847	 65
Fiscal Year 5	 $24,030	 62
Six Weeks Ending Nov 22         $7,831	         23
 

If you are interested in finding out how to support the SVdP 
ministry or get involved, please contact Cathy Smith at 
smithtcr@gmail.com. Please pray for the neighbors we 
assist and our SVdP volunteers working to assist them.

mailto:smithtcr@gmail.com
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Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life

Some of the best parts of the holidays are the annual traditions: where you buy your 
tree, what you have for your feast, who’s around your table. And like the rest of our lives, 
Christmas 2020 is going to be different from years past. That’s also true for the traditions 
at St. Francis: Knights lighting the outdoor tree, the wooden crèche going up, the indoor 
tree lighting, and seeing everyone who’s come home for Christmas at Mass on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. We’re adapting to make sure we keep you and your family 
safe as well as our staff and priests. 
But being different can be fun. It opens up a world of possibilities and allows us to be 
more creative. Do I have your attention now??
Introducing Revel! Rejoice! Roll! We have planned a rolling season of Advent fun all 
packed  into one afternoon extravaganza! Here are the details:
When: December 13, 1:30-3:30 
Where: Enter on St. Francis Drive by The Franciscan School
Why: Because it’s Gaudete Sunday. The Sunday during Advent when you light your 
rose candle, when the priests wear rose vestments and we’re meant to Rejoice! As Henri 
Nouwen describes this joyful feeling as “the experience of knowing that you are uncondi-
tionally loved.” Now that’s something to celebrate!
Who: The priests will be there offering gifts to everyone! The staff will have Christ-
mas trees they have decorated on display, and there will be decorations for all to see – 
even the wooden crèche will be on display!
How: Just enter campus from the school entrance and roll through our Advent 
stops. You’ll receive a kit for blessing your crèche at home, a bell to ring during the 
Christmas masses, a Christmas tree blessing, and a luminary kit and blessing. We’re 
asking you to light your luminary on Christmas Eve, take a picture and share it on our 
parish Facebook page. A sort of Christmas card from you to the rest of the parish!
So let’s shake off the burdens of 2020 and take some time to rejoice knowing that we are 
loved beyond measure and that we are preparing to celebrate the Savior of The World!

Revel! Rejoice! Roll!

Advent 
Giving Tree 

Every year we provide a parish wide 
opportunity to share the spirit of 
the Christmas season with families 
in need through our Advent Giving 
Trees. These trees will not only ben-
efit several St. Francis families, but 
a number of organizations who work 
directly with people in need. Due to 
Covid-19, the Advent Giving Tree will 
look a little different this year. Instead 
of choosing an ornament from a tree, 
this year there will be three different 
ways to donate through our website. 
You may choose to: make a financial 
donation, choose a gift or gift card 
from our Sign-Up Genius links. 
 

For more information, links to sign up 
geniuses, and drop off times, please 
visit our website:  https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/adventgivingtree-3/ 
Or email us at Donations.Drives@
stfranisraleigh.org. 
We, at St. Francis of Assisi, want to 
thank you of behalf of all our Com-
munity Organizations and Ministry 
Groups for helping to make some-
one’s Christmas a little more special. 

mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adventgivingtree-3
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adventgivingtree-3/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adventgivingtree-3/
mailto:Donations.Drives@stfranisraleigh.org
mailto:Donations.Drives@stfranisraleigh.org
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Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal TFS 

Even as a teenager, Mr. Matt Barbee, 
TFS 7th-grade social studies teacher, 
knew he wanted to teach. “The most im-
portant people in my life growing up were 
teachers and coaches,” Barbee says. “In 
middle school, an English teacher, a foot-
ball coach and my private drum instructor 
were all very influential on me.” Matt was 
born in Ohio, but also grew up outside 
of Washington D.C. He freelanced and 
taught privately from high school through 
college. He received his undergraduate 
degree from Virginia Tech, and later went 
to East Carolina University to earn his 
master’s degree in music.
 

Barbee knew he wanted to eventually 
teach social studies after teaching a mu-
sic appreciation class at the University of 
Mt. Olive. “I had been teaching at several 
colleges and no music class was as inter-
esting and fun as that class where I could 
make cultural and historical connections,” 
Barbee remembers. “I enjoy connecting 
students with people. I emphasize to my 
students that the social sciences aren’t 
worth studying without remembering that 
people are the focus. People throughout 
history and all over the world are inter-
connected. In social studies, we explore 
those connections.”
Mr. Barbee also recognizes its under-
standing is critical for students today. 
“Supreme Court Justices Sonia Soto-
mayor and Neil Gorsuch have spoken 
extensively together about the impor-
tance of civics for students today. I 

Inside the Classroom: 
Mr. Barbee, 7th-Grade Social Studies

see my curriculum as helping students 
understand how to be ‘world citizens’ 
and hopefully inspire them to continue 
to learn more about the world,” he says. 
“Social studies will also help our students 
develop the critical thinking skills neces-
sary to be informed citizens. The internet 
landscape today makes it harder than 
ever to distinguish information from mis-
information, so these students will need 
to develop strong critical thinking skills to 
reach responsible conclusions.”
 

Matt Barbee’s classes are popular with 
his students, mainly due to his ability 
to bring the content to life. “My content 
has a focus on Africa, Asia and Oceania 
from the ancient world to the present 
day, so it is pretty far removed from the 
experiences of middle school students,” 
he explains. “To engage students, I use 
satellite footage and 3-D models as 
much as possible. This allows students 
to explore an artifact or a location as 
authentically as possible.”
 

He also provides assignments he hopes 
will make lasting memories on not only 
his students but their families, as well. 
For instance, one of his assignments was 
for his students to prepare an African 
recipe at home. “I hoped this would lead 
to a family dinner at home, while also 
exposing students to the ingredients and 
flavors of other places,” Barbee says. 
“I was glad that most students seemed 
to enjoy their recipes, while also seeing 
how many ingredients – vanilla, coffee, 

cacao, spices – often come from Africa 
and are already in our pantries. We will 
definitely continue to make recipes as we 
go around the world.”
 

Underscoring each lesson plan, Barbee 
works hard to ensure his curriculum 
emphasizes the use of Catholic Social 
Teachings, “As we travel throughout the 
world, we see resources being used 
irresponsibly – often at the expense of 
indigenous populations and the planet,” 
he says. “All people have rights, including 
the poor, the vulnerable, and those that 
may look and sound different from our-
selves. We have a responsibility not only 
to be informed about the world but to act 
in a way to help make it a better place.”
 

The Franciscan School’s excellent faculty 
and staff are here to work with you to 
achieve the goals you have for your 
child’s educational experience. Join us 
for one of our upcoming virtual informa-
tion sessions.

December 8, 12:00pm
January 13, 9:00am
February 18, 7:00pm
March 16, 12:00pm

Our Principal Mike Watson will lead each 
of the sessions, and faculty and parents 
will join the session as well to help an-
swer any questions you may have about 
The Franciscan School. More information 
can be found on our website at 
www.franciscanschool.org/ or 
contact Principal Mike Watson at 
michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.
 

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org/
mailto:michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

Although it seems as though 2020 has 
been dragging on amidst the COVID 
pandemic, I still find it hard to believe that 
somehow we are already at the second 
week of Advent!  Our teachers and 
preschoolers returned from Thanksgiving 
break and immediately dove into Christ-
mas preparations as there are only a few 
weeks before the holiday will be upon us. 
It seems like every year there is a bit of 
a rush and hurriedness to the season. 
I think that most of us probably would 
benefit from some gentle reminders to 
stop and take time to enjoy the beauty 
and holiness of the season, much like our 
young children do. 
Perhaps we would be wise to take a 
page out of our preschoolers books and 
really look at the sparkle in the lights 
decorating the houses in our neighbor-
hood or really take in the smell of cookies 
baking. Preschoolers don’t stress about 
needing a gift for their parents that is 
“just right”. Rather, they put their whole 
hearts into what they are creating in class 
and don’t strive for unrealistic perfection. 
They sing and clap to new songs and 
listen eagerly when their teachers talk to 

“…Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14 

them about the impending arrival of Baby 
Jesus, a baby that was born among the 
farm animals and without a real bed.
Our young students can often easily 
relate to the story of the first nativity 
because many of them have babies at 
home and have some understanding of 
what it is like to wait for the new baby’s 
birth. They also have some idea of how 
much care a baby requires.  They know 
that interactions with babies need “gentle 
hands”. Babies, of course, also depend 
on mothers and fathers for their food and 
clothes. Most importantly, like them-
selves, babies need much love.
We teach our preschoolers that Advent is 
a time to get ready for the arrival of Baby 
Jesus. It is a time to wait and prepare, 
much like what might have occurred at 
home when they were getting ready for a 
new brother or sister. We help them learn 
that Jesus is a gift from God. He was 
sent to us in order to show us how much 
God loves us. Many of our classrooms 
get out play nativity sets or make one 
of their own during this time. One of our 
3-year old students recently showed me 
a toy baby doll that she had and proudly 

introduced it as her “god baby”. Later, 
I reflected on how simple yet powerful 
this concept was. It reminds me that 
God could have chosen to send some 
grandiose sign or person of great wealth 
and presence, but instead he sent a tiny 
baby. And this baby didn’t come with 
fancy clothes or a big house. He wasn’t 
born to royalty or an important leader of 
the day. In some ways, I think God knew 
that we would need reminding about 
what we truly should keep in the forefront 
when preparing for Christmas. We should 
not lose focus of His simple yet powerful 
message, a message given to us by the 
birth of a baby in a stable. 
This year, we are almost being forced to 
slow down and minimize the busyness 
of the season because of restrictions 
related to COVID. Let us not waste the 
‘opportunity’. Let us take the lead from 
some of the littlest members of our faith 
community and not forget the gift of 
God’s love this Christmas season. 
To learn more about the wonderful 
opportunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at 
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Impending Arrival of Baby JesusImpending Arrival of Baby Jesus

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next
St Vincent de Paul
Do you want to become a member of 
our St Vincent de Paul Conference while 
working from home? We are in need of 
volunteers who from their own home, 
retrieve messages that have been left on 
the St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) hotline. The 
information is entered on an intake form 
which is then forwarded to the person who 
coordinates the visitors. The volunteer 
usually needs to contact the neighbor 
(the person seeking assistance) by phone 
to get additional information. Also if the 
neighbor is not in the area SVdP covers, 
the volunteer will provide the neighbor with 
at list of resources for possible assis-
tance. All volunteers will receive extensive 
training and specify their availability. All 
work with our neighbors is done virtually. If 
interested in helping contact Cathy Smith 
at smithtcr@gmail.com
The Faith and Science Forum
This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by 
discussing books, to ask questions, and to 
support one another in our mutual discov-
ery and appreciation of our common home 
where Spirit illumines all things. Please 
contact Ron Monti at (919) 841-0807, 
montiron@aol.com or Tracy Hurley at 
828-773-3152, danandtracy@hotmail.com.
 

Contemplative Spirituality 
Solace of Fierce Landscapes 
We continue to meet virtually every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday from 1 to 2:30pm to 
dialogue on Solace of Fierce Landscapes 
by Belden C. Lane, where the author ex-
plores why so many in history were drawn 
to the hazardous terrain of deserts and 
mountains in search of Christian spiritu-
ality. Those reading the book have found 
it to be truly captivating due to its many 
unique insights into our Spirituality. If you 
have questions or are interested in joining 
the sessions contact Tracy Hurley at 
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152 
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com, 732-213-0104.

Contemplative Spirituality 
Thomas Merton’s Bridges Series 
Did you know that when John Robert 
Lewis crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in 1965, he knew that he was going to be 
arrested and he had two books with him 
that he was going to read while he was in 
jail. One was his bible and the other was 
a book by Thomas Merton. Why would a 
23 year old Baptist have a book to read 
written by the Catholic Monk? Experience 
Why. Join us virtually, on Fridays from 
1 to 2:30pm. We will dialogue on book 
from Merton’s Bridges to Contemplative 
Living Series. Contact Tracy Hurley at 
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152 
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com,
732-213-0104.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The ministry meets virtually every 1st 
and 3rd Mondays from 7 to 8 am. The 
meetings provide a way for men to come 
together in prayer and fellowship. For 
discussions, we select a book that deals 
with faith and life issues. The Men’s 
Ministry provides a safe haven for men to 
meet other Christian men for friendship 
and the sha   ring of our journey through 
life. Contactontact Norm Tuomi at 
norman3722@att.net or Ralph Guenther 
at rguenther2@nc.rr.com.

mailto:smithtcr@gmail.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com. Next meeting, December 6.
Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights. 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm 
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions resumed virtually Tuesday 
September 1, 6:00 – 8:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry: Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Thank you!
All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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SCAM ALERT
Scammers are at it again sending malicious 
emails to parishioners. You will NEVER get a 
soliciation email from our pastor or bishop asking 
for “a favor”, or for emergency help in the form 
of money. Please do not open or click on them. 
Simply trash them. They could cause havoc on 
your computer and your pocket book.

http://there.Al
http://there.Al
mailto:chuck.smallsfa%40gmail.com?subject=
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play
mailto:ltucker40@nc.rr.com
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes
mailto:mpmkelly@hotmail.com
mailto:dejanutes@yahoo.com
https://www.divorcecare.org/about
mailto:marshariely@mac.com
mailto:marlysvarga@hotmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/
mailto:emcunningham3@gmail.com
mailto:ianmar94@aol.com
mailto:annafowler@nc.rr.com
mailto:ccarlson210@gmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Project Rachel Support Group - Abortion is experienced by millions of women, many of whom are Catholic. 
The Project Rachel ministry assists women and who have been wounded by abortion to find healing and peace. 
There is a support group beginning in the Triangle area in January 2021. If you have experienced an abortion 
and would like (confidential) information about the support group, contact Project Rachel at (919) 852-1021, or 
email: project.rachel@raldioc.org or the website: http://projectrachelnc.org/. Calls and appointments are kept 
strictly confidential.
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Contact Us! Parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Kathy Sales	 Director of Pastoral Ministries       847-8205x249
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223 
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief 	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers 	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	  stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier 	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	  	  sfapenpal@gmail.com
R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman 	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser 	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
mailto:dejanuts@yahoo.com
mailto:rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
mailto:josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
mailto:jepetzka@gmail.com
mailto:troy.chaput@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
mailto:stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
mailto:ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
mailto:lpiraino7@gmail.com
mailto:bcartier7@gmail.com
mailto:sfapenpal@gmail.com
mailto:thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
mailto:aggiedalton@gmail.com
mailto:ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
mailto:carie.gunnells@gmail.com
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
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Get Involved! 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups 
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA 	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th) 	 Rebecca Brooks 
 membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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mailto:wilsonpf99@gmail.com
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