Nov.22,2020 The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

It was a brisk morn-
ing... 29 degrees when
we started. Mary,
Ashley, and | were
able to receive 276
turkeys from our gen-
erous parish within 4.5
hours. For you math
whizzes out there...
that’s a bit more than
one turkey every
minute!

Kathleen

The more important
math is that 276 fam-
ilies who receive the
turkeys will be filled
with the spirit of shar-
ing this Thanksgiving
and the families who
donated have shown
how thankful they are
for their blessings, too.
Happy Thanksgiving
to you all from your
favorite gobblers!

Kahtleen Owen,
Director of Parish Life

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to

proclaim the reign of God by
Please visit https://www.stfrancis- growing in Holiness through
raleigh.org/remembrance-form/ our experience of Christ in
and complete the form to include word, sacrament and one
your loved ones name in these another, offering Hope to those
remembrances. Please complete who hunger for human dignity,
a new form for each name. and extending Hospitality to all.

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi

11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org
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| wish to express my

thanks to those who

sent cards and emails

of congratulations in

honor of my 40th ordi-

nation anniversary last
Sunday. | also wish to express my thanks
for those who sent cards and emails of
condolence over the death of my sister-in-
law, Annette (Wendi) Clay, whose funeral
took place Saturday morning, November
21. May she rest in peace.

On Tuesday, we will flip the switch on our
new solar panels during a ceremony that
will start at 3:00pm. This is an exciting day
for our parish as we move slowly but sure-
ly to do our part to reduce our use of fossil
fuels and promote climate change that will
be beneficial to our future generations.
Kudos to all who have worked to make
this a reality.

We will celebrate a Thanksgiving Day
Mass at 10:00am this Thursday. Sign-

up is available on the parish website.
Despite all that has made this year fittingly
describable as an annus horribilis, we still
have so much for which to give thanks.

| hope you will join us in person or via
livestream to thank God for the blessings
we still have in the midst of a year that
has been anything but a blessing.

We begin a new liturgical year, the Year of
Mark, beginning next weekend. Our Gos-
pel readings throughout the next twelve
months will be predominantly from the
Gospel of Mark, the shortest of the four
Gospels, with a smattering of selections
from the Gospel of John. Advent always
celebrates the two comings of the Lord,
initially focusing on His second coming

in the first week or two and then pro-
gressively moving to a focus on his first

November 22 Weekly

November 22 Human Development
and Human Dignity
Thanksgiving/Food
for the Poor
November 29 Weekly

Undated

coming as an infant born in Bethlehem. It
is an appropriate time to consider how we
will invite the Lord to come into our lives
as we celebrate the Church’s new year.

| pray you will take time to be still and
listen to the quiet voice of the Lord who
awaits your open heart to bring you hope,
consolation, and encouragement. Fr. Jairo
and | will be looking at expanding our
availability for the Sacrament of Reconcil-
iation in Advent since we will not have a

communal Penance Service in December.

Stay tuned for further details.

Please be on the lookout for a letter from
me in early December as part of our
annual Stewardship Appeal. This year we
are inviting all parishioners who receive
Holy Communion when they come to
Mass to consider how they can share
their time, talents, and treasure with the
parish and beyond. We are expanding our
outreach to include our younger members
who are called as much as the adults to
live the summons that is issued at the end
of each Mass after we have received Holy
Communion: “Go in peace, glorifying the
Lord by your life” and “Go and announce
the Gospel (Good News) of the Lord.”
This summons is a direct call to mission-
ary discipleship, taking what we have
received in the Eucharist, Jesus Christ,
and sharing Him with others by our words
and deeds. | look forward to learning how
all our parishioners, young and not-so-
young, are taking up the invitation from
the Lord himself to bring the presence of
Christ to our world, our nation, our fam-
ilies, our parish, and to those whom the
world and our society disdains or ignores.

Msgr. Clay

MAY SHE REST
IN PEACE AND
PERPETUAL LIGHT
SHINE UPON HER:

+ Maureen Ruf
Mother of Ursula Rogers

You can mail your contribution to us at:

St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road
Raleigh, NC 27613

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-di-
rect/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199

Additional Online Giving Methods:
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/


https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 

Contact Marisa Ferrara at
marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org

Join us for our upcoming virtual
information session
December 8, 12:00pm
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Creator,

as I prepare to go into the world,
help me to see the sacrament

in the wearing of this cloth—
let it be "an outward sign

of an inward grace"—

a tangible and visible way of living

love for my neighbors,
as I love myself.

Christ,

since my lips will be covered,
uncover my heart,

that people would see my smile
in the crinkles around my eyes.
Since my voice may be muffled,
help me to speak clearly,

not only with my words,

but with my actions.

Holy Spirit,

As the elastic touches my ears,
remind me to listen carefully—
and full of care—

to all those I meet.

May this simple piece of cloth be
shield and banner,

and each breath that it holds,
be filled with your love.

In your Name and
in that love,

1 pray.

Amen

Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, Moderator of the United Church

COMMUNITY GARDENS:

Nourishing the Body and the Soul

Thursday, December 3, 7:.00 — 8:30 pm
Join us to learn WHY Community Gardens are important given our faith
commitments and HOW to manage them. This event is co-sponsored by
Orange-Chatham Interfaith Care for Creation and Interfaith Creation Care
of the Triangle. It will feature our very own St. Francis of Assisi co-found-
ers and ministry leaders of our parish Community Garden.

Mary Ellen McGuire, pastoral associate at St. Thomas More Catholic
Church in Chapel Hill, will discuss why community gardens are an import-
ant part of creation care.

Managers of three local gardens will talk about how to manage and main-
tain community gardens:

Paul and Pat Kelly of the Franciscan Community Garden in Raleigh

Bob Weickert of the San Isidro Labrador Garden in Chapel Hill

Deborah Gorman of the Koinonia Garden in Chatham County

Matt Jones of the NC Cooperative Extension Service will then explain the
services and resources available through this agency.

To participate in this virtual event, go to https:/interfaithcreationcare.org/
category/events/
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JUSTICE AND PEACE MINISTRIES
November: Black Gatholic History Month

by Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace and St. Francis parishioner Leon Cooke

All Christians are called to be saints, persons who live virtuous lives in faith, hope, and love in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ. Some people are officially recognized by the Church for their Christian witness
through a process of canonization and are identified as worthy of imitation. Throughout the history of the
Church, there are a number of Black Catholic saints, but in the US, there is a dearth of canonized Black
Catholics. This is something that the Church wants to remedy. We know the immense saintly struggle

of so many Black Americans in our history, and we know how important it is to recognize this and offer
models for holiness for future generations. In this week’s article honoring Black Catholic History Month,
we highlight three US Black Catholics currently in process of becoming canonized who can serve for us

as heroic models in the midst of great personal and social injustice.

Venerable Pierre Toussaint Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton
(1776-1853) (1854-1897)

Pierre Toussaint was born and raised as ~ Augustus Tolton was also a former slave
a Catholic slave in Haiti. To escape the born in Missouri, baptized and reared
slave rebellions, Toussaint’s owners fled,  Catholic. After his family was freed and
with him, to New York. After apprenticing  moved to lllinois, Tolton began to study
to one of the city’s leading hairdressers,  the faith in earnest under the wing of his

Toussaint became quite successful for local Irish immigrant pastor. Called to
his skill. When his slave-owner died, priesthood, Tolton went to seminary in
Toussaint quietly supported his owner's ~ Rome after he was rejected from every
widow who, in gratitude, then freed American seminary because of his race.

Toussaint from his slave status. Toussaint He was ordained and served his first
later married and used his considerable ~ Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The
wealth to support charitable causes, in-  bulk of Fr. Tolton's ministry was spent in
cluding work against religious and racial ~ Chicago where he led the construction of
prejudice. Toussaint is buried in St. Monica’s Catholic Church as a black
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC. “national parish church.”

Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman
(1937-1990)

Sr. Thea Bowman became Catholic when
she was nine years old. She later went to
college and then became the first African
American to join the Franciscan Sisters
of Perpetual Adoration in Wisconsin.
After years of teaching at the elementary,
secondary and college levels, Sr. Thea
Bowman was invited to be a special con-
sultant for the Catholic Church. She gave
presentations around the country aimed
at bridging racial and cultural divisions.
She combined her gifts of singing and
gospel preaching, with prayers and story-
telling. Sr. Thea died in 1990 of cancer.

For more information about these black Catholics, and others on the road to
sainthood, go to the US Bishops website: https://www.usccb.org/committees/

african-american-affairs/road-sainthood-leaders-african-descent
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PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES

Ashley Watson, Coordinator of Community Programs

Every year, we provide a parish wide opportunity to
share the spirit of the Christmas season with fami-
lies in need through our Advent Giving Trees. There
are several St. Francis families and individuals who
are recipients of gifts from our Giving Tree, but our
primary partners are * organizations in the communi-
ty that work directly with people in need. Community
organizations whose families are included on our vir-
tual tree this year include Catholic Parish Outreach,
Duke Children’s Hospital, Birth Choice, Helen Wright
Center, Hispanic Family Center, Emily K Center, Our
Lady of the Rosary Parish, Passage Home, Ronald
McDonald House in Durham, Helene Foundation,
and St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia. Parish ministries
that benefit include Support Circle families, Prayer
Shawl, Feed the Need, St. Francis Brown Bag
Ministry, Oak City Cares and our St. Vincent de Paul
Ministry.

As with everything this year, the Advent Giving Tree
is going to look a little different. The needs still exist
in our community and with these organizations, so
we have worked to try and create a safe way for any-
one who wishes to donate to support the St. Francis
Virtual Advent Giving Tree this year. So instead of
picking an ornament off the tree this year we will
have 3 different ways to donate/support through our
website: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adventgiv-

ingtree-3/.
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1. Make a financial donation to the Advent Giving Tree through the
specific Faith Direct link (all monies donated will be used to supple-
ment whatever gifts or gift cards aren't donated and will be noted in your
Financial Summary at the end of the year)

2. Choose a gift card need off our Gift Card Sign Up Genius and
return the Gift Card to St. Francis. Gift Cards can be dropped in the
drop box (on the exterior of the Community Center Building next to the
Cupertino Door) at any time until December 9 at 2:30pm.

3. Choose a Gift need off our Gift Sign Up Genius and return the
UNWRAPPED Gift to St. Francis at the Assisi Community Center -
Cupertino Room by December 9 at 2:30 pm.

Gifts need to be labeled with the correct gift code. (For example, on

the Sign Up Genius if you select a gift from Passage Home family 1 all
those gifts should be labeled PH-1 as noted on the sign up genius. This
will help us easily sort the gifts for the correct organization and family.)
Gift Drop off times:

Tuesday: December 1 to Friday,
December 4 between 8:00am and 2:30pm
Saturday: December 5- 3:00pm to 6:00pm
Sunday:  December 6- 9:00am to 11:00am and
3:00pm to 6:00pm
Monday:  December 7 to Wednesday, December 9
between 8:00 am to 2:30pm

We at St. Francis of Assisi want to thank you on behalf of all our commu-
nity organizations and ministry groups for helping make someone else’s
Christmas a little more special.

Please don't hesitate to email us if you have any questions:
Donation.Drives@stfrancisraleigh.org
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Mike Watson, Principal TFS

The Franciscan School - A Lasting Community

As a Catholic school focused on educat-
ing the whole person, The Franciscan
School values promoting academic
achievement, making space for life-long
friendships and instilling a passion for
service in its students.

For Alan Wessel, who attended TFS
from kindergarten until his graduation in
2012, the instruction and experiences he
received while at TFS did just that.

Wessel went on from TFS to attend
Leesville Road High School, and then

to study chemical engineering at North
Carolina State University, which is ranked
no. 24 for best engineering schools by
U.S. News and World Report.

“Going to TFS allowed me to get ahead
in my education and prepared me really
well for high school and beyond,” he
says. “But TFS is not only a great school
- it's also a great community. | made life-
long friends during my time there, and
while we don’t see each other as often
anymore, it's always easy to catch up.”

For current students, Wessel encourages
them to get involved and take advantage
of all TFS has to offer. “Have fun. Try out
for a sports team, join the art club, or do

the Science Olympiad. TFS offers a lot,
and these are great ways to make friends
and do something you like.”

Reflecting on his own time at TFS,
Wessel calls to mind some of his favorite
moments. “Winning the soccer champi-
onship in my eighth grade year on the big
turf field at Cardinal Gibbons is still at the
height of my sporting accomplishments,”
he says. “And | always thought the obsta-
cle courses on field day were so fun.”

While getting to dunk his teachers on
field day is among his favorite memories,
too, Wessel also remembers how much
he enjoyed the TFS faculty inside the
classroom.

‘| had so many great teachers at TFS
who all left positive memories for me. |
loved first grade with Mrs. Burdett...she
was awesome,” he says. “I still remem-
ber hatching chicklets in my sixth grade
science class with Mr. Watson. And after
spending most of my years at TFS in
morning care with Mrs. Marie, she’s been
a constant in my life.”

After Wessel completes his degree at
N.C. State this year, he will head west to

start a full-time job at Eastman Chemi-
cal Company in Kingsport, Tenn. As he
goes, he carries with him a key lesson he
learned during his time at TFS.

“Wherever | go, it's important to me to be
a steward for my community. The people
at TFS do this so well and it's something
I've taken with me since | left.”

The Franciscan School wants to partner
with you to achieve the goals you have
for your child and their educational expe-
rience. Join us for one of our upcoming
virtual information sessions.

December 8, 12:00pm
January 13, 9:00am
February 18, 7:00pm
March 16, 12:00pm

Our Principal Mike Watson will lead each
of the sessions and faculty and parents
will join the session as well to help an-
swer any questions you may have about
The Franciscan School.

More information can be found on our
website at www.franciscanschool.org or
contact Principal Mike Watson at
michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES

Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool

“Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people. cphesians 67

We are called by our baptism to serve
the Lord and His people with our time,
talent, and treasure. As Catholic pre-
school educators, we strive to teach our
children this message by helping them
to not only understand how special God
made them, but how they can also assist
others in feeling similarly. We also know
that the more often young children are
introduced to an idea through play and
relatable experiences the more likely
they are to carry this with them down the
road. Keeping these things in mind, we
try to instill the importance of doing good
deeds and being kind to others through-
out our day.

Although COVID has altered many of
the service opportunities with which our
preschoolers have engaged in the past,
we are continuing to actively search

for other ways to allow our students to
serve others and spread kindness. One
new activity that some of our children
participated in this year was the parish
turkey drive for Passage Home. Two of
our 3-year old classes were “caught”
pulling frozen turkeys in a sled to the
donation area this past week (it took a
bit of problem solving to figure out how
they were going to move multiple large

and heavy frozen turkeys to where they
needed to go!). Most of them will eat their
own Thanksgiving turkey this year, and
also can begin to recognize that some
people might not be able to buy such

a big thing to eat with their family. In addi-
tion, the 2-year old teachers shared the
idea with their families about taking their
child shopping to pick out one favorite
food item to give to another child who
might not be able to get that item. Even

in this small way, children can start to
learn how to participate in food donations
such as the one that occurs in our parish
for families at Our Lady of the Rosary in
Louisburg.

As much as our little people love Cup-
cake and his squirrel buddies who roam
our campus and eat the acorns, they also
learned last week that pigs eat acorns
too! What was even more exciting is that
many classes and some of our families
collected acorns to donate to some
hungry rescued pigs at Saving Grace.
This organization is primarily known for
rescuing dogs, but they also are home
to a few pigs who think that acorns are a
special treat! How fun it was for our pre-
schoolers to learn that not only do pigs
like mud but they also have a fondness
for acorns! They really enjoyed doing

their part to make sure that the pigs got
to enjoy something that they find really
delicious!

As we approach Advent, the preschool-
ers will continue partaking in efforts to
help out when there is a need. Soon
they will be busy decorating tags for the
parish Advent giving tree gifts and mak-
ing artwork to give to some homebound
elderly parishioners. In a future bulletin
article, | will share how the students
participated in a project to bring some
‘preschool happy’ to recipients of homes
being built through Habitat for Humanity.

It's important to recognize that there are
opportunities for all of us to participate

in helping those in need. It is equally
important that we impress upon our little
ones that they can help someone else in
a meaningful way; this lesson is critical to
their future development at stewards of
Christ. May God guide the adults in our
students’ lives to be open to opportunities
to make a difference for someone else!

To learn more about the wonderful
opportunities that we provide, please visit
our website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com
or contact Shelley Freeman at: shelley.
freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
Twice a year we help to fill the pantry at
OLR, which serves the poor and rural
communities, where approximately 24%
live below the poverty line. This year, due
to the Covid crisis, the need is even great-
er. Please consider filling a bag! Bag drop
off will be this weekend, November 21/22.

StVincent de Paul

Do you want to become a member of

our St Vincent de Paul Conference while
working from home? We are in need of
volunteers who from their own home,
retrieve messages that have been left on
the St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) hotline. The
information is entered on an intake form
which is then forwarded to the person who
coordinates the visitors. The volunteer
usually needs to contact the neighbor

(the person seeking assistance) by phone
to get additional information. Also if the
neighbor is not in the area SVdP covers,
the volunteer will provide the neighbor with
at list of resources for possible assis-
tance. All volunteers will receive extensive
training and specify their availability. Al
work with our neighbors is done virtually. If
interested in helping contact Cathy Smith
at smithtcr@gmail.com

The Faith and Science Forum

This group meets every 1st and 3rd
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by
discussing books, to ask questions, and to
support one another in our mutual discov-
ery and appreciation of our common home
where Spirit illumines all things. Please
contact Ron Monti at (919) 841-0807,
montiron@aol.com or Tracy Hurley at
828-773-3152, danandtracy@hotmail.com.

Contemplative Spirituality

Solace of Fierce Landscanes

We continue to meet virtually every 2nd
and 4th Wednesday from 1 to 2:30pm to
dialogue on Solace of Fierce Landscapes
by Belden C. Lane, where the author ex-
plores why so many in history were drawn
to the hazardous terrain of deserts and

This Week and Next

mountains in search of Christian spiritu-
ality. Those reading the book have found
it to be truly captivating due to its many
unique insights into our Spirituality. If you
have questions or are interested in joining
the sessions contact Tracy Hurley at
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com, 732-213-0104.

Contemplative Spirituality

Thomas Merton’s Bridges Series

Did you know that when John Robert
Lewis crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge
in 1965, he knew that he was going to be
arrested and he had two books with him
that he was going to read while he was in
jail. One was his bible and the other was
a book by Thomas Merton. Why would a
23 year old Baptist have a book to read
written by the Catholic Monk? Experience
Why. Join us virtually, on Fridays from

1 to 2:30pm. We will dialogue on book
from Merton’s Bridges to Contemplative
Living Series. Contact Tracy Hurley at
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com,

732-213-0104.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast — The ministry
meets virtually every 1st and 3rd Mondays
from 7 to 8 am. The meetings provide a
way for men to come together in prayer
and fellowship. For discussions, we select
a book that deals with faith and life issues.
The Men’s Ministry provides a safe haven
for men to meet other Christian men for
friendship and the sharing of our journey
through life. If interested contact Norm
Tuomi at norman3722@att.net or Ralph
Guenther at rguenther2@nc.rr.com

Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need
have moved! Our refrigerator is now
located in Cupertino in the Community
Center. Please note the following when
dropping off your meal.

* Both Feed the Need and Caring
Casseroles should be dropped off at
the Community Center — specifically
the middle door which opens into
Cupertino Room. The middle door will
be unlocked between 9am and 4pm
Monday-Friday.

The doors to the rest of the Community

Center will remain locked.

There will be one refrigerator for Feed

the Need and one refrigerator for Car-

ing Casseroles. They will be labelled
accordingly.

Please do not put anything in the

freezer. We will be using both freezers

for short term storage of meals for
families.

* Please remember to put a label on
each meal including the ingredients.
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them
safe by just including the ingredients for
each meal for both Feed the Need and
Caring Casseroles.

* If you have any questions or would like
to join this wonderful ministry, contact
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to
cook delicious, nutritious meals that
benefit members of our St. Francis
community who are in need. 9
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Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a
virtual format or in-person.

AR Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resourc-
es. Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one,
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It's all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.

Always God’s Children: Always God's Children: The monthly
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends.
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com. Next meeting, December 6.

Adult Open Play Nights: Assisi Community Center Gym.

Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact

the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.
Alzheimer's/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:

The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third
Wednesday of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi

Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.

Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm

in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.

Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.

Community Garden: Saturday mornings,10:00am.

Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.

Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions resumed virtually Tuesday
September 1, 6:00 — 8:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group

Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.

GriefShare

Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg.

Joh Connections: \We provide tools and advice on how to stay
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.

Men’s Ministry: Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room.

Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.

Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall
for a few minutes of prayer.

Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or

Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.

Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com.

90+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347.

Women's Ministry:

- Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler — annafowler@nc.rr.com

- Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson — ccarlson210@gmail.com

Volunteer Opportunities

To all our volunteers:
Here are a few ways you could help members of our parish:

FaceTime and Zoom

If you'd like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if
you'd like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/

Cards and Artwork

If you'd like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you'd like
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/

Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries

If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to
those in need, please visit: https:/www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/

Thank you!

All of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
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agm Bringing Home

£ the Word

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (A)
November 22, 2020

Actions Matter

By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

ichelangelo’s amazing painting,
The Last Judgmenl, takes up the
whole of one wall of the Sistine Chapel.
It is a reminder of the dramatic moment
of Christ’s Second Coming, when he will
judge the living and the dead. The Father
has given all authority to the Son (John
5:22). Michelangelo places in the upper
register the symbols of Christ’s passion
as a way to highlight the instruments
of Christ’s victory and ours, as well as
to show that it was through his loving
sacrifice that he has earned the authority
to judge the living and the dead.
Christ comes riding on the clouds
with his Mother at his side, head turned

Sunday Readings

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17

I myself will pasture my sheep;
I myself will give them rest—
oracle of the Lord GOD.

Corinthians 15:20-26, 28

The last enemy to be destroyed
is death.

Matthew 25:31-46

[Jesus said,] "And he will separate
them one from another, as a
shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats”

and eyes cast down, as the days of her
intercession have come Lo an end. Our
chance to appeal to his mercy has passed.
We will stand naked before him, and our
actions will be the gown that dresses us
for the feast of the Lamb (Matthew 22:11).

Jesus, in his mercy, wants no surprises
and personally reveals the material to
be covered by this final exam. Today’s
passage highlights that our charity and
kindness will go a long way toward him
recognizing us at the last day. Scripture
even goes so far as to say that this “love
covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).
‘Those who know his love and spread
it with their actions will be preparing
themselves [or a blessed judgment.

Jesus makes it clear that our faith will
also be a theme upon which he will search
our hearts. e desires not mere words,
but loving listening and the heeding of his
will. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the will of my
Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

This is a great source of consolation
for those who love him sincerely, even il
imperfectly. +

Jesus wants no surprises
and personally reveals the
material to be covered
by our final exam.

A Word from

Pope Francis

The kingdoms of this world
at times are sustained by
arrogance, rivalries, and
oppression; the reign of
Christ is a "kingdom of
justice, love and peace.”
For a Christian, speaking of
power and strength means
referring to the power of
the cross, and the strength
of Jesus' love: a love which
remains steadfast and
complete.

—Angelus, Solemnity of Christ the King,

November 22, 2015
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Am | ready for that final
exam?

What should | do today
in order to be ready for
the loving return of Jesus?

Praying Through Infertility

Online Advent Retreat, Dec. 4- 6: Praying Through Infertility - For those struggling with infertility, the time spent preparing for
and celebrating Christmas can be bittersweet. But the Lord offers us great hope! Springs in the Desert invites those carrying
the burden of infertility and loss to a FREE virtual mini-prayer retreat. Discover ways to connect more deeply to God and your
spouse through prayer; contemplate the Lord’s closeness in your suffering; and learn ways to surrender your sorrows to God,
and invite Him to guide you and strengthen your marriage. Retreat ends with a Facebook Live event on Dec. 6 at 2pm EST.
This retreat is promoted by the Diocese of Raleigh. For more information: https:/springsinthedesert.org/

"


https://springsinthedesert.org/




Contact US! parish Office: 919-847-8205 fax: 919-870-1790

Welcome

New Parishioner Registration
Becoming Catholic

Get Involved!

Priests and Deacon
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

In Residence

Deacon

Sacraments

Baptism

First Reconciliation

First Eucharist
Confirmation

Matrimony

Holy Orders

Anointing of the Sick
Reconciliation Appointments
RCIA

Sacraments Administration
Funeral Planning
Columbarium Niches

Get Care!

Care

Home Eucharist Visits
Feed the Need (meals)
Medical Facility Visits
Transportation to Mass
Stephen Ministry

St. Vincent de Paul
Good Grief

GriefShare

Get Involved!

Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music

Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers

Altar Servers & Thurifers
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Church Keeping

Cross Bearers Joseph Randazzo
Deaf Ministry

Environment & Art
Eucharistic Ministers

Funeral Ministers

Hospitality Hands

Lectors

Master of Ceremonies
Medical Presence at Mass
Music Ministry

Parking Ministry

Ushers

Weekend Receptionists
Weekend Welcome Hosts
Wedding Directors

Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace
St. Francis Feeds

Brown Bag Ministry

Oak City Cares

Catholic Parish Outreach
Panera Food Pick Up

Ronald McDonald House
Jobs for Life Dinners

Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry
Interfaith Food Shuttle

Toni Hammes
Jenn Fiduccia
Deb Royals-Mizerk

Msgr. Michael Clay
Fr. Jairo Maldonado

Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.

Stephen Andrews

Tim Hetzel

Sarah Bowser
Sarah Bowser
Thomas Bulick
Tim Hetzel

Msgr. Michael Clay
Kathleen Owen

Jenn Fiduccia
Martina Dumberger
Kathleen Owen
Trish Adamkowski

Kathleen Owen

Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Leave Voicemail

Kathleen Owen

Deb Royals-Mizerk

Jim Wahl
Tim Hetzel

847-8205x265
847-8205x238
847-8205x222

847-8205x224
847-8205x226
919-832-6281
732-213-0104

847-8205x244
847-8205x496
847-8205x496
847-8205x239
847-8205x244
847-8205x224
847-8205x241
847-8205x249
847-8205x238
847-8205x264
847-8205x241
847-8205x236

847-8205x241

847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
919-534-4842

847-8205x241

847-8205x222

847-8205x230
847-8205x244

Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net

Jackie Kelly
Beverly Saunders

203-512-8807
919-846-5795

josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com

Jean Cooke-Byrne

Theresa Baumgartner

Tim Hetzel

Lisa Gianturco
Deb Royals-Mizerk
Mike Wrzesien

Michael & Julie Ducatte

Kathleen Owen
Joyce Petzka
Steve Burdett
Troy Chaput

919-412-8365
919-848-3383
847-8205x244
919-845-9718
847-8205x222
919-624-1592
919-622-8883
847-8205x241

jepetzka@gmail.com

919-845-2714

troy.chaput@gmail.com

Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Deb Royals-Mizerk 847-8205x222
Carol Ricotta 919-554-8896
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Mailbox stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Sue Hand 919-846-7954
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267

Mailbox  stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com

Ellen Ferrone
Becky Cawley
Becky Cawley

ellen.ferrone@gmail.com

847-8205x267
847-8205x267

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org

The Franciscan School
Principal

Receptionist (Main Number)
Assistant Principal, K-5
Assistant Principal 6-8

St. Francis Preschool
Director

Assistant to the Director

Faith Formation

Director

Children’s Faith Formation
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Middle School Faith Formation
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster
Director of Facilities

Director of Finance

Director of Stewardship
Human Resources
Parishioner Records

Safe Environment Specialist

Prayers

Prayer Line

Prayers

Receive a Prayer Shawl
Support Groups

Divorce Care

Job Connections

Seeing God in your Cancer
AA Daily Reprieve Group
Al-Anon

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support

St Francis Serves
Community Garden

Curbside Care

Duke Children’s Hospital
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts
Gabriel Project

Migrant Ministry

Prison Pen Pal

R.A.R.E. Tom Zimmerman
Red Cross Blood Drive
Refugee Resettlement

St Francis Builds / Habitat
St Vincent de Paul Ministers

Support Circles Kat and Ferrel Guilroy

Whitaker House

St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips
Sister Parish - Guatemala
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching
Care for Creation
Community Conversations
Engaging Spiritualty

Just Faith

Justice Theater Project
Peace Pole Prayer

Study Circles

Mike Watson
Katie Hall
Dawn Smith
Colette Dziadul

Heidi Hobler
Shelley Freeman

Jenn Fiduccia
Sarah Bowser
Marisa Ferrara
Thomas Bulick
Tara Moore

Diogenes Ruiz
Marc Kielty

Rob Neppel

Deb Royals-Mizerk
Trish Adamkowski
Toni Hammes
Trina Sugrue

Paul Wilson
Jackie Adamo
Kathleen Owen

Bill Morgan

Mary Horner
Kathleen Owen
Kathleen Owen
Madeline Horrigan
Linda Tucker

Pat & Paul Kelly
Lori Piraino

Joe and Geanie Slifer

Ron Smith
Trevor Thompson
Bruce Cartier

919-534-4840
919-534-4837
847-8205x254
847-8205x651

847-8205x240
847-8205x262

847-8205x238
847-8205x496
847-8205x223
847-8205x239
847-8205x489

847-8205x271
847-8205x227
847-8205x243
847-8205x222
847-8205x236
847-8205x265
847-8205x245

wilsonpf99@gmail.com

847-8205x268
847-8205x241

dejanuts@yahoo.com
610-755-5392
847-8205x241
847-8205x241
919-923-1234
937-478-9537

919-413-8833
Ipiraino7@gmail.com
919-870-6993
919-455-7786
847-8205x270
bcartier7@gmail.com

sfapenpal@gmail.com

thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net

Bryan Kozak 910-728-9200
Aggie Dalton aggiedalton@gmail.com
Diane & Bob Steinbeiser 919-846-8026
Cathy Smith 419-348-8843

ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Carie Gunnells  carie.gunnells@gmail.com
John Budway 305-205-5104
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270
Becky Cawley 847-8205x267
Trevor Thompson 847-8205x270

http:/lwww.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com

Trevor Thompson

847-8205x270
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Get Involved!

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life
Pastoral Presence Ministries
Caregivers

Centering Prayer
Emmaus Ministers

EMs to Abbotswood

EMs to the Homebound
EMs to the Magnolia Glen
EMs to the Meadows
EMs to Rex Hospital

EMs to Springmoor
Prayer Line Ministers
Prayer Shaw! Ministry

Rosary Ministry

Ministries of Support & Care
Alzheimer's/Dementia Caregivers
Caring Casseroles Cooks

Feed the Need Cooks

Job Connections Mentors
Medical Facility Visitors
Transportation to Mass Drivers
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists
Social Groups

AAMEN Ministry

Always God'’s Children

LGBTQ+ Ministry

Men’s Ministry

Young Adults
Women’s Ministry
50+ Adults Group

Deb Royals-Mizerk 847-8205x222
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Alice Stanford 919-781-5860
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

Anita Misko 630-699-0519
Pat Spencer 704-608-1678
Jacob House 919-449-7634
Andrea McVerry amcverry@yahoo.com

Edward Gilmartinedward.gilmartin@gmail.com
Janice Horner 484-949-1417
Pauk Wilson wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Cindy Cardello 919-846-8825
Dianne Rotunno 919-844-7153
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

Linda Tucker 937-478-9537
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241
Kathleen Owen 847-8205x241

610-755-5392
hollandbozo@yahoo.com

Mary Horner
Sharon Holland

Stephanie Smith 919-302-0080
Toni Hammes 847-8205x265
Leon Cooke 919-740-7515
Chuck Small 984-204-0012
Jane Paris 919-847-7431
Norm Tuomi norman3722@att.net
Ralph Guenther rguenther2@nc.rr.com

fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Kathleen Owen
Angela Azzopardi

847-8205x241
919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center

Coordinator of Community Center
Athletic Programs

Assisi Café

Parish Events (FrancisFest)
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)
Community Organizations

Girl Scouts of USA

Ashley Watson
Mary Arleth

Ashley Watson
Ashley Watson
Ashley Watson

Melissa O’Connor

847-8205x444
847-8205x358
847-8205x444
847-8205x444
847-8205x444

847-8205x296

BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com

BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)
membershippack352@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus

Secular Franciscan Order

Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation

Assisi Scripture Study

Baptism Ministry

Marriage Ministry

Confirmation Sponsors

Children’s Formation Group Leader
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team
Middle School Formation Group
Faith Formation Regist. & Events
Youth Ministry Group Leader

RCIA Team & Sponsors

Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)
Young Adults Bible Study Group
Stewardship Ministries

Director of Stewardship
Stewardship Committee

Rebecca Brooks

Bryan Kozak
Ellen Ferrone

Jenn Fiduccia
Jenn Fiduccia
Tim Hetzel
Tim Hetzel
Thomas Bulick
Sarah Bowser
Tim Hetzel
Thomas Bulick
Patti Panizza
Marisa Ferrara
Jenn Fiduccia
Tara Moore
Tim Hetzel

Deb Royals-Mizerk
Deb Royals-Mizerk

gk@kofc9709.org
http:/lofscentralnc.org

847-8205x238
847-8205x238
847-8205x244
847-8205x244
847-8205x239
847-8205x496
847-8205x244
847-8205x239
847-8205x237
847-8205x223
847-8205x238
847-8205x489
847-8205x244

847-8205x222
847-8205x222

Way of Francis Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
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