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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

See page 12

Solemnity of All Saints

See page 8

Please visit https://www.stfrancis-
raleigh.org/remembrance-form/ 

and complete the form to include 
your loved ones name in these 

remembrances. Please complete 
a new form for each name. 

Click here to sign up to attend in person All Souls Day Mass
Monday, November 2 at 7:00pm

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/remembrance-form/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/remembrance-form/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lVrIn0dIleypS4-NSNqywk1ruKrL1W1Hm1ivhrPNOLE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lVrIn0dIleypS4-NSNqywk1ruKrL1W1Hm1ivhrPNOLE/edit?usp=sharing
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Msgr. Clay

May she rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon 
her:

+ Mary Nelson
   Parishioner

See Page 13.

Employment 
Opportunities

Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship

November Envelope Schedule
November 1 	 Weekly
	 All Saints Envelope
November 1 	 Mortgage Sunday
November 8 	 Weekly
November 15 	Weekly
November 15 	Christmas Flowers
November 22 	Weekly
November 22 	Human Development & 	
	 Human Dignity
Undated 	 Thanksgiving/Food 
	 for the Poor
November 29	Weekly

This week several events of importance are taking place in our 
lives as Catholics and citizens. All Saints Day (11/1) and All 
Souls Day (11/2) start our week. On Sunday we focus on the 
lives of the millions of uncanonized men, women, and children 
who embraced their baptismal call to holiness and pursued it 
with dedication. I can think of several people I’ve known in my 

life who were exemplars of holiness to me and feel confident they are among the 
communion of saints today. I hope some of them are interceding for me. I know 
I’m not alone in knowing people like this. Although I’m new to St. Francis of Assisi, 
I am absolutely sure there are more than a few living saints in our midst, exem-
plars of holiness who live their baptismal calling as priest, prophet, and servant-
leader with distinction. I look forward to meeting and being inspired by them.
All Souls Day is on Monday. We will have two Masses to remember our beloved 
relatives who have made the transition into eternity, one at 10:00am and another 
at 7:00pm, the latter being livestreamed. We will issue a roll call of all parishioners 
who have died since we last celebrated All Souls Day during both Masses. We will 
also take a moment to remember all who have died as a result of COVID-19 and 
family and friends of yours who have died during the pandemic but for whom a full 
celebration of their passage into eternity was limited due to it. I invite you to join us 
either in person or virtually to pray in solidarity for those we have lost over these 
past 12 months and all our beloved dead. 
On Saturday, November 7, at 10:00am, we will celebrate our annual Mass of 
Remembrance at the altar in our columbarium as we remember all those who are 
interred there and in the St. Francis section of Raleigh Memorial Park Cemetery. 
All are welcome. Our established parish protocols will be in effect to ensure the 
health and safety of those who join us at this outdoor Mass. 
Tuesday is Election Day. In the midst of all that has disrupted our lives this year 
and tried our patience, we have faced a particularly grueling political season that 
has left many of us in the state of exhaustion and anxiety. Following the directives 
of our Catholic bishops that parishes not take positions for or against any particu-
lar candidate has been particularly difficult as so many of us are on edge already 
because of all the trauma we have experience apart from the political season. The 
bombardment of political ads, especially of the negative variety, have worn many 
of us out. In the midst of all this, I ask you to do two things. The first is to vote if 
you haven’t already. As citizens and as Catholics it is important that we bring our 
values and beliefs into the voting booth after prayerful and informed consideration 
of the candidates. The second is to maintain a posture of respect for each other, 
especially other voters with whom we disagree on any number of issues or the 
candidate themselves, regardless of their positions or tactics. The words cited by 
Pope St. John XXIII in his first encyclical continue to ring true to me as we come 
to this moment in our nation’s history:  In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, 
liberty; in all things, charity. 
I wish to thank those who contributed to the Catholic Parish Outreach (CPO) 
“Feed a Family” food drive in late September. Our parishioners contributed 5928 
pounds of groceries and $5410 for families in need. CPO has distributed food to 
serve nearly 29,000 people a week this year, a number that grows daily as more 
and more exhaust their resources to survive during the pandemic. Thanks for your 
part in providing hope for people who are living on the edges of survival.  

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
mailto:deb.royals-mizerk%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:deb.royals-mizerk%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need:
Caring Casseroles & Feed the Need 
have moved!  Our refrigerator is now 
located in Cupertino in the Community 
Center. Please note the following when 
dropping off your meal.
• 	Both Feed the Need and Caring Cas-

seroles should be dropped off at the 
Community Center – specifically the 
middle door which opens into Cu-
pertino Room. The middle door will 
be unlocked between 9am and 4pm 
Monday-Friday.

• 	The doors to the rest of the Community 
Center will remain locked. 

• 	There will be one refrigerator for Feed 
the Need and one refrigerator for Car-
ing Casseroles. They will be labelled 
accordingly. 

• 	Please do not put anything in the 
freezer. We will be using both freez-
ers for short term storage of meals for 
families. 

• 	Please remember to put a label on 
each meal including the ingredients. 
We have some families with food aller-
gies and you can help us keep them 
safe by just including the ingredients for 
each meal for both Feed the Need and 
Caring Casseroles. 

• 	If you have any questions or would like 
to join this wonderful ministry, contact 
me at 919-847-8205x241 or email me 
at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org

Thank you so much for continuing to 
cook delicious, nutritious meals that 
benefit members of our St. Francis 
community who are in need.

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5539
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5538
mailto:trish.adamkowski%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=Facility%20Maintenance%20Technician
mailto:Jennifer.fiduccia%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=RCIA
mailto:kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Faith Formation Ministries

Reflecting on the Word
Lectio Divina 

followed by small group discussion 
Thursday afternoons, 2:00-3:15pm

Join our Director of Formation, Jenn Fiduccia, for 
Lectio Divina followed by small group discussion 
on the upcoming Sunday readings! We will be us-
ing Zoom online conferencing and you will be sent 
a link to join after you register. To register, visit 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/. 
For more information, email jennifer.fiduccia@
stfrancisraleigh.org.

Adam Braun
Maximilian Brown
Lanxton Cousino

Piper Daley
Sloan Faby

Reilly Fraites
Olive Gage

Joseph Hetzel
Samuel Laur

Madison Manton
Caroline Vincitorio
Grace Vincitorio

Congratulations to our First Eucharist Candidates who 
received the Blessed Sacrament for the first time this 

weekend! May this day be an initial step for you into a 
life-long love of the Holy Eucharist. Your Saint Francis 

family rejoices and celebrates with you on one of the most 
sacred days of your life.

Contact Marisa Ferrara at 
marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-formation/
mailto:jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:jennifer.fiduccia@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:marisa.ferrara@stfrancisraleigh.org


Parish Life Ministries
Kathleen Owen, Director of Parish Life
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Please do not drop off any unsolic-
ited items on the church property 
or in our buildings. All of our dona-
tion drives are closely coordinated 
with our ministry partners in the 
community and are well publicized 
in advance. If you have donations 
at times outside of our announced 
drives, please take your donation 
directly to a charity of your choice. 
Thank you for your cooperation.

A few years ago, you probably found 
yourself complaining about the hectic na-
ture of the holidays. There were numer-
ous programs to sit through, countless 
gifts to buy and way too many parties 
to attend. If you even had time to think 
about what you wanted for Christmas, 
your list would have been short: fewer 
places to be and more money to spend.
But now that you’re wrestling with grief 
this holiday season, you’d gladly take 
those busy times over what you’re going 
through now. That’s because no matter 
whom you’ve lost, the holidays are a con-
stant reminder that he or she isn’t with 
you anymore. And with the holiday sea-
son lasting over a month, the pain seems 
to last forever. So what’s the best advice 
for making it through the holidays?
Holidays trigger tough emotions
You can start by learning what emotions 
are normal and to be expected when 
facing the holidays without your loved 
one. When you know what to expect, you 
won’t be rendered helpless as holiday 
events trigger unexpected emotions. 
Make a point to spend time talking with 
people who have experienced a past loss 
and have already been through a holiday 
season without their loved one. They can 
help you have an idea of typical emotions 

and emotional triggers to expect. These 
people can also provide much-needed 
comfort and support. 
Creating a holiday plan will help
Another important step in surviving the 
holidays is to create a healthy plan for 
the coming season. You will likely not 
have the energy or the interest in doing 
as much as you have in past years. De-
cide ahead of time which invitations you’ll 
accept, and let the host or family member 
know that you might leave early. Con-
sider whether your decorating will be dif-
ferent this year: perhaps a smaller tree or 
simpler ornaments. If you cook or bake, 
cut back. Make a list of every holiday 
tradition you can think of, from music to 
presents to outings. Then decide which 

traditions will be too difficult without your 
deceased loved one, which traditions you’d 
like to maintain, and what new traditions 
you can start this year.
Communicating with family and friends
What’s also helpful in facing the holidays 
is to communicate your specific concerns 
and needs with your family and friends. 
People in grief are often tempted to put 
on a mask and pretend things are fine, 
especially over the holidays. Your friends 
may want you to “cheer up” and “have fun,” 
when that’s the last thing you want. Others 
will avoid you because they don’t know 
what to say and don’t want to make you 
feel worse. Some family members will give 
you wrong advice in a misguided attempt 
to help. All of these people likely mean 
well, but will only end up hurting you if you 
don’t communicate what you truly need 
from them.
So where can you find out what emotions 
to expect over the holidays, how to create 
a healthy plan and how to communicate 
with family and friends these coming 
weeks?
So join us on Sunday, November 15 at 
2:00pm for a virtual Surviving the Holidays. 
To register, visit https://www.stfrancisra-
leigh.org/griefshare-surviving-the-holidays/. 
Let’s plan to get through the holidays 
together. 

Griefshare - Surviving the Holidays

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
mailto:Kathleen.Owen%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/griefshare-surviving-the-holidays/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/griefshare-surviving-the-holidays/


Trevor Thompson, Director of Justice and Peace

Justice and Peace Ministries
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Employment 
Opportunities

Our Fair Trade and 
Alternative Gift Market 

is going VIRTUAL!
 

Shop from our website this year for
GIFTS THAT CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

 
Kickoff Event

Thursday November 12, 7:00 pm (via Zoom)
RSVP: www.bit.ly/SFA-FTM2020

 
Come to the Kickoff and meet Artisans, Producers 

and Vendors
Be present to win a $100 shopping spree with our 

Vendors
Be an early bird shopper and get 10% OFF all 

purchases for a limited time only
 

RSVP, a Zoom link will be sent to you
 
After the Kickoff, our Virtual Marketplace will open 
to all on Friday Nov. 13 at 12:00noon and continue 
through Friday Dec 4. Click on this link www.bit.ly/
SFA-FTM2020 any time after noon on Nov 13th to 
purchase beautiful and thoughtful gifts for yourself 
and those you love for Christmas and beyond, 
while standing in solidarity with vulnerable people 
around the world and respecting their right to digni-
fied work.

It’s still not clear who will be elected, but November 3rd is finally within 
sight. Many have already cast their ballot. Over the last couple months, 
we offered a series of reflections that speak our Catholic values as they 
relate to issues of political and social concern. Our hope was that these 
reflections might serve as a helpful way to prayerfully discern what mat-
ters to you and make prudent decisions reflective of your deepest values 
as you fill(ed) out your ballot for this election. We’ve offered reflections on 
how our vote as “faithful citizens” should serve not just our own individual 
interests but include also our call to the common good and the protection 
of those who are most vulnerable in our society.
 

Since the fullness of the Gospel does not align fully with either politi-
cal party or any individual candidate, it is not uncommon to feel some 
unsettledness and anxiety about elections. In light of this, making prayer 
central to our voting process and how we take in the results on Tuesday 
is central to our lives as people of faith. No matter who wins or loses, we 
are called to pray for our leaders and our country.
 

To come together as the Body of Christ to pray for our country and lead-
ers, please join on November 2nd at 7:30pm for a virtual Rosary for our 
Country. This is coordinated with our St. Francis Rosary Ministry. To get 
the Zoom link to participate, sign up: http://bit.ly/StFrancisElectionRosary
 

We know that no matter who wins on Tuesday, our prayer and work for 
justice and peace remain. As Jesus taught us to say, “Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Election Day is Here: 
Reflecting, Discerning, Praying, 

Voting, and more Praying

http://www.bit.ly/SFA-FTM2020
http://www.bit.ly/SFA-FTM2020
http://www.bit.ly/SFA-FTM2020
http://bit.ly/StFrancisElectionRosary
http://bit.ly/StFrancisElectionRosary


Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal 
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Building the future through Faith, Academics and Service
The Franciscan School is committed to 
providing a strong academic environment; 
but it equally values the role it has in fos-
tering community and shaping young lives. 
 

Ian Wirth, who attended TFS from kin-
dergarten until graduation, says that the 
parish and school played a major role in 
his upbringing. “TFS is not only a great 
environment for learning with supportive 
and receptive teachers – it’s also the place 
where children can find lifelong friends and 
learning experiences,” he says. 
 

Looking back on his time as a student, 
Wirth remembers how rich the community 
is at TFS.
 

“My graduating class had a ton of school 
spirit and I often think back to how sup-
portive we were of each other,” Wirth says. 
“I still remember how much fun it was stay-
ing after school for our home basketball 
games – we had a good team and a great, 
enthusiastic student section. The games 
were usually packed. It really highlighted 
the value of the community that surrounds 
the school.”
 

After graduating from TFS in 2012, Wirth 
moved on to attend Cardinal Gibbons 
High School and then the University of 
South Carolina in Columbia, S.C. In May, 
he graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s 
degree in history and a second major in 
film and media studies.
And he’s still not done learning.
 

“I’m currently working toward my master’s 
degree in secondary education with a con-
centration in social studies,” Wirth says. 
“It’s a one-year intensive program, so I’ll 
graduate in May 2021 and I hope to begin 
teaching middle or high school students 
next year.” 
 

As part of the program, Wirth has the op-
portunity to develop teaching tools through 
internships at local schools – but he’s 
gained authentic teaching experience by 
staying connected to TFS as a substitute 
teacher as well. 
 

“I had so many great experiences with 
teachers as a student and now as a 
substitute, too. The faculty simply sets 
TFS apart from other elementary-
middle schools,” he says. “And while the 
staff has changed since I graduated, I 
love getting to see many familiar faces 
when I come back.” 
 

Last year, Wirth had the opportunity to 
come alongside Ms. Kababik – his fifth 
grade home-room teacher – to work 
with her class for a week. 
 

“I loved being in Ms. Kababik’s class 
when I was a student,” he says. “But 
coming back, I came to appreciate her 
attitude toward teaching even more 
– because teaching isn’t easy! Watch-
ing her work, I learned so much about 
how to keep students engaged, how to 
manage behavior and distractions, and 
how to make learning interesting and 
relevant.” 
 

As he prepares to enter the world of 
education, Wirth recognizes how much 
he will draw from his experience at TFS. 
“Growing up in an environment where I 
was frequently reminded of how Jesus 
and St. Francis would respond to oth-
ers taught me a lot about compassion 
and empathy. In various situations, I’ve 
learned to consider what people may be 
going through or struggling with. And I’ll 
always carry that with me.”
 

The Franciscan School wants to partner 
with you to achieve the goals you have 
for your child and their educational ex-
perience. Join us for one of our upcom-
ing virtual information sessions to learn 
more on how we support our family’s 
goals. More information can be found on 
our website at www.franciscanschool.
org or contact Principal Mike Watson at 
michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.
 

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
mailto:michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org


Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool
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Halloween at the Preschool

The halls of preschool have gotten 
spooky this past week! Needless to 
say, despite many changes in the world 
around them, our students are still burst-
ing with enthusiasm for Halloween. The 
teachers have not wasted a minute in 
capturing that excitement with all kinds of 
frightful activities this past week.
It never ceases to amaze me the creativ-
ity that grows from natural curiosity as 
well as that which comes following a bit 
of teacher direction. I’ve seen examples 
of children’s growing imaginations all 
week. One of my favorites included 
witches’ brews. If you were a witch would 
you make pots of brew with cobwebs, 
lizard lips, and bat wings?? Many of our 
pretend witches would! And it seems 
the more disgusting the ingredient, the 
louder the laughs! There were also many 
haunted houses being built. How many 
pieces of wood do you need? Will you 
add cobwebs and paint it all black? In 
one of the 4-year old classes, the chil-
dren even dictated a story to the teacher 
about their house. Although the majority 
of the stories were not what we know in 

a traditional sense of a story, they were 
certainly true representations of all of 
the ideas which swirl around in a child’s 
imagination. The students brought those 
ideas to life in their own rendition of a 
haunted house while the teachers rein-
forced their ideas on paper in the form of 
a creepy tale. 
In another class, the children were chal-
lenged to make scary spiders given a 
plastic black bowl, google eyes, and pipe 
cleaners. Each one had a unique look 
that was born from the blossoming imagi-
nation of a creative 3-year old. In the 
2-year old classes, they raised the bar 
on pumpkin decorating using a variety 
of paint colors and purple/orange glitter. 
It’s no surprise that most of the children 
were heavy handed in shaking on the 
glitter and spreading the paint! The grins 
and smiles that the children had on their 
faces when they brought their pumpkins 
to their parents in carpool was a testa-
ment to how proud and eager they were 
to share their masterpieces. 
The sizzle of creativity did not stop 
within the preschool walls. In order to 

maintain COVID safety protocols, we 
cancelled our annual Halloween costume 
parade this year. As an alternative, we 
encouraged families to participate in a 
Halloween car decorating contest during 
morning drop-off. The giggles and ‘boos’ 
that occurred during carpool as families 
showed off their best Halloween car 
accents were thrilling! Not only did the 
parade capture the imaginative designs 
of our families, but it showcased the abil-
ity of our preschool community to come 
together during challenging and disap-
pointing times and spread some happi-
ness for each other! 
Please join me in giving extra thanks to 
God for our passionate teachers, pre-
cious students, and supportive families!  
I truly believe that God’s love shines 
through them and reminds us of His 
many blessings!  
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at: preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at:  shelley.
freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

“When black cats prowl and pumpkins gleam, the moon laughs and whispers ‘tis near Halloween!”  Author Unknown

mailto:Heidi.Hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next
Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
Twice a year we help to fill the pantry at 
OLR, which serves the poor and rural 
communities, where approximately 24% 
live below the poverty line. This year, 
due to the Covid crisis, the need is even 
greater. Please consider filling a bag!  
Bags will be distributed after masses on 
November 7/8; again, after masses on 
November 14/15. You may also pick up a 
bag in the Community Center Cupertino 
Room Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm 
on November 9-13, and November 16-20. 
A complete list of foods needed will be 
attached to your bag. Bag drop off will be 
the weekend of November 21/22, times 
to follow. Check the bulletin for more 
information.
St Vincent de Paul
A mother of two who was furloughed from 
her job, was planning to go back to work. 
However, when she was just getting ready 
to return, she discovered she needed 
unexpected surgery. After a successful 
surgery, it was time to get ready to return 
to work. The only problem was finding 
enough money for the monthly rent pay-
ment. Reaching out to others for financial 
help was not a familiar task, but one that 
had to be done knowing that soon a pay-
check would help to make life as normal 
as possible during a pandemic. Several 
agencies, including St. Vincent de Paul 
helped to pay her rent. We received an 
email thanking us for our help. It was the 
difference between having shelter or being 
homeless. When the time is right, she 
said she will be sure to help someone else 
in need. Much like the circle of love, the 
circle of help must not be broken. All work 
with our neighbors is done virtually. 
If interested in helping contact Cathy 
Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com. 
The Faith and Science Forum
This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by 
discussing books, to ask questions, and to 
support one another in our mutual discov-
ery and appreciation of our common home 
where Spirit illumines all things. Please 

contact Ron Monti at (919) 841-0807, 
montiron@aol.com or Tracy Hurley at 
828-773-3152, danandtracy@hotmail.com.
 

Contemplative Spirituality 
Solace of Fierce Landscapes  
We continue to meet virtually every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday from 1 to 2:30pm to 
dialogue on Solace of Fierce Landscapes 
by Belden C. Lane, where the author ex-
plores why so many in history were drawn 
to the hazardous terrain of deserts and 
mountains in search of Christian spiritual-
ity. Those reading the book have found 
it to be truly captivating due to its many 
unique insights into our Spirituality. If you 
have questions or are interested in join-
ing the sessions contact Tracy Hurley at 
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152 
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com, 732-213-0104.
Contemplative Spirituality 
Thomas Merton’s Bridges Series  
Did you know that when John Robert 
Lewis crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in 1965, he knew that he was going to be 
arrested and he had two books with him 
that he was going to read while he was in 
jail. One was his bible and the other was 
a book by Thomas Merton. Why would a 
23 year old Baptist have a book to read 
written by the Catholic Monk? Experience 
Why. Join us virtually, on Fridays from 
1 to 2:30pm. We will dialogue on book 
from Merton’s Bridges to Contemplative 
Living Series. Contact Tracy Hurley at 
danandtracy@hotmail.com, 828-773-3152 
or Deacon Steve at stephenwandrews@
outlook.com,
732-213-0104.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast –  The ministry 
meets virtually every 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 7 to 8 am. The meetings provide a 
way for men to come together in prayer 
and fellowship. For discussions, we select 
a book that deals with faith and life issues. 
The Men’s Ministry provides a safe haven 
for men to meet other Christian men for 
friendship and the sharing of our journey 
through life. If interested contact Norm 
Tuomi at norman3722@att.net or Ralph 
Guenther at rguenther2@nc.rr.com

GriefShare – Surviving the Holidays 
Sunday, November 15, from 2-4 via 
Zoom. For information, please contact 
Kathleen Owen at (919) 847-8205x241 
or kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.
DivorceCare – Surviving the Holidays 
Sunday November 15, from 2-4 via 
Zoom For information, please contact 
Kathleen Owen at (919) 847-8205x241 
or kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.
Cancer Companions – Celebrating 
Christmas in Your Cancer Journey, 
December 6, from 2-4. For additional 
information, please contact Kathleen 
Owen at (919) 847-8205x241 or 
kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleigh.org.

CPO will resume their regular 
hours of operation 10:00am to 
1:00pm Mon/Wed/Fri starting 
Nov. 2. They will continue to 
do curbside pickup during this 
pandemic.

mailto:smithtcr@gmail.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
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Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com. Next meeting, November 1.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.    
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions resumed virtually Tuesday 
September 1, 6:00 – 8:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Art as Spiritual Therapy Retreat
Back by popular demand is our Art as Spiritual Therapy retreat. Come experience the healing aspects of arts and 
crafts. Our presenters will show you how to use some hands-on arts and craft activities to renew your spirit. Among 
others activities, expert potters will guide you in creating your own piece of pottery, kiln fired just in time for Christmas. 
The retreat is one night, November 20-21. The special price is $175, which includes all materials, meals, lodging and 
access to the beautiful grounds at Catholic Conference Center in Hickory, NC. Space is limited to make sure everyone 
has proper working space, so register now at www.catholicconference.org/art-therapy. For more information email 
info@catholicconference.org or call 828-327-7441. While on the website, check out our “Behold, I make all things new” 
New Year’s Retreat.

http://www.catholicconference.org/art-therapy
mailto:info@catholicconference.org
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Teacher, Spanish Grades 5 & 6, Full-time
The primary role of the teacher will be to instruct fifth and sixth grade 
students in all grade-appropriate aspects of the Spanish language, 
to design a creative learning environment, and to incorporate tech-
nology to engage and challenge the students. The candidate will 
demonstrate the ability to use innovation and vision to implement the 
goals and requirements of the Diocesan Language curriculum in 
lesson plans to prepare the students for their continuing education. 
 

Candidates must have Bachelor’s degree. Preferred candidates will 
have a NC teaching licensure or be able to obtain licensure, and have 
prior experience teaching Spanish with a record of excellence.
If you are interested in joining a dynamic educational environment 
working with dedicated professionals to provide an academically 
challenging experience for our students, please send a cover letter, 
that includes your educational philosophy, and resume with three 
references to: tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Facility Maintenance Technician – Full Time
 

We have an immediate opening on our campus for a facility mainte-
nance technician. This position is responsible for ensuring all areas of 
the campus are in good repair, maintaining a safe environment, and 
professional appearance of all campus buildings. This position sup-
ports the ministries of the parish to better serve our community by:
•	 Performing needed maintenance and repairs on all parish build-

ings, facilities and grounds, including painting, assisting in snow 
and ice removal, and minor janitorial projects, as needed

•	 Performing emergency maintenance to include pest control, 
plumbing repair, minor electrical repairs, and troubleshooting 
mechanical equipment

•	 Assisting in setting up and breakdown for events and parish        
activities

•	 Responding to fire, security and panic alarms
•	 Conducting periodic inspections on emergency equipment           

including fire alarms, emergency lights, AED’s, First Aid Kits, 
generators, etc. 

The maintenance technician may work varying shifts, as needed.   As 
scheduled or needed, the technician must be able to respond to cam-
pus emergencies including alarms and urgent maintenance    matters 
while off-duty within an reasonable timeframe.
 

A 2-Year degree in facility management or a construction trade, or a 
minimum of 3 years experience in the aforementioned fields or in a 
general maintenance environment.
 

Interest and qualified candidates should send a cover letter with 
resume or DOR application to trish.adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Librarian/Media Specialist – Full Time
The Franciscan School is part of the Education Minis-
try of the Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Raleigh, North Carolina. The school, estab-
lished in 2000, is rooted in the Franciscan tradition and 
provides a learning environment that embraces the 
Gospel values of the Roman Catholic faith. 
The Franciscan School is seeking an innovative and 
qualified Librarian/Media Specialist to join our faculty. 
This position is responsible for working collaboratively 
with school administration and staff to develop a 
library program that supports the curriculum; provides 
instructional leadership for the teaching of literacy 
skills; develops and maintains an array of media center 
resources, both print and non-print; and manages the 
media center as a flexible, multitask learning envi-
ronment. The librarian/media specialist will process 
materials for circulation, as well as assist students and 
staff with library materials and audiovisual or computer 
equipment, as necessary.
The successful candidate will demonstrate the ability 
to use innovation and vision to implement the goals 
and requirements of the Diocesan Information Tech-
nology curriculum, in partnership with our technology 
teacher and the classroom teachers, to prepare the 
students for their continuing academic success. 
Minimum Requirements for the position:  
•	 Current NCDPI Media Coordinator license or be 

able to obtain licensure
•	 Master’s degree in library science with specialized 

courses in school library-related topics
•	 Excellent verbal and written communication skills
•	 Successful completion of Diocesan background 

check
Preferred candidates will be technologically proficient 
in MS Office, Google Suite of tools, school administra-
tive software and web-based communication tools, 
have prior teaching experience and a record of 
excellence. 
If you are interested in joining a dynamic educational 
environment working with dedicated professionals to 
provide an academically challenging experience for 
our students, please send a cover letter, that includes 
your educational philosophy, and resume to: 
tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org by October 26, 2020

Employment Opportunities
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Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
In Residence	 Rev. James Sabak, O.F.M.	 919-832-6281
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay  	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	  
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                     Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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