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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

See page 12

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

See page 6

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship
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You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:

 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Msgr. Clay

Through marriage 
may their lives 
always bear witness 
to Christ’s love:
Julie Demuynck, daughter 
of Randolph and Lisa DeMuynck
and Aaron Moyer, son of Benjamin 
and Kathleen Moyer

May they rest in peace 
and perpetual light 
shine upon them:
+ Romeo Castro Sr.
Father of Rolina Castro Fajardo 
+ Mark Smith
Brother of Richard Smith
+ Frank Labianca
Father of Rosa D’Arduini

October Envelope Schedule
October 11   Weekly
October 18   Weekly
October 18   Propagation of the
      	        Faith World Mission  
October 25   Weekly
November 1  All Saints Day
November 2  All Souls Day

A big THANK YOU to all who helped us celebrate the 
Feast of St. Francis so well last Sunday. Fr. Jairo and I 
are very grateful for your kind words of greeting, cards, 
emails, and gifts during the BlessFest on Sunday, 
especially from the parish children. 
October is Respect Life month in the Catholic Church 

in the U.S. Over the course of several weeks, you will be able to learn 
more about the wide range of life issues we officially embrace as Catho-
lics. In September, we focused on creation at Pope Francis’ request. Last 
weekend, the focus was on the protection of the unborn. This week we will 
focus on end-of-life issues and the death penalty. Please read the articles 
in the bulletin throughout October to learn more about what we officially 
teach about life.
This month is Confirmation month at St. Francis. We will have four Con-
firmation Masses due to COVID-19 safety protocols. Bishop Zarama will 
celebrate only two of them due to his very full schedule which he did on 
October 3. Some have understandably asked why Fr. Jairo and I will be 
the ministers of Confirmation at the other two Masses. To help you 
understand why and how this can happen for those baptized as Catholics, 
I note the following:
The Bishop as Ordinary Minister of Confirmation for Baptized Catholics 
and Times of Delegation:
1.	 The bishop is the pastor of the diocese. Where the bishop is present, 

Christ is present par excellence because of his connection to Christ 
through apostolic succession and his ordination as bishop. Historically 
in the Roman Rite of Catholicism, the bishop has been tied to Confir-
mation as the apostles are tied to Pentecost. While not the only recipi-
ent of the Pentecostal presence of the Holy Spirit, the bishop nonethe-
less has a special relationship with the Holy Spirit through the apostolic 
bond he has received in his episcopal ordination. This is one reason he 
is the ordinary minister of Confirmation for baptized Catholics.

2.	 Because there are thousands of Catholics to be confirmed each year 
in the diocese and because sometimes the bishop is unable to confirm 
each of them personally due to a variety of circumstances, he shares 
his ministry with priests who are delegated to act in his name in his 
absence or to help him when there are a large number of candidates. 
While this is true of every priest, it is especially true of pastors. When 
circumstances warrant, a bishop will grant the faculty to a priest to 
confirm in the name of Christ and His Church, as a sign of his pasto-
ral concern for the people he serves. This is the case this year at St. 
Francis of Assisi in a COVID-19 world.

3.	 With the renewal of the catechumenate (RCIA) after Vatican II, non-
Catholic adults and children of catechetical age are always confirmed 
during the liturgy in which they are baptized or received into Full Com-
munion with the Catholic Church. Because this involves hundreds of 
thousands of people throughout the world each year, the universal law 
of the Roman Catholic Church permits pastors to confirm automatically 
in these situations.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
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Please do not drop off any unsolicited items on the church property or in our 
buildings. All of our donation drives are closely coordinated with our ministry 
partners in the community and are well publicized in advance. If you have 
donations at times outside of our announced drives, please take your donation 
directly to a charity of your choice. Thank you for your cooperation.

We are excited to announce the 
opening of Cristo Rey Research 
Triangle High School in the Fall of 
2021! Cristo Rey Research Triangle 
is a college and career preparatory 
High School in the Catholic tradition 
for students with limited economic 
resources. We are unique! Our stu-
dents integrate a rigorous academic 
curriculum with four years of profes-
sional work experience and support 
to and through college. 
Students spend one day a week 
gaining professional work experi-
ence in some of our top companies 
in the area. We are located at the 
Historic American Tobacco Campus 
in the heart of downtown Durham, 
North Carolina. To learn more about 
this amazing opportunity, and to 
register for our Virtual Information 
Meetings on October 20, 2020 and
October 22, 2020 at 7:00pm visit our 
website at www.cristoreyrt.org.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
http://www.cristoreyrt.org


As with most things this year, our Elementary Faith Formation program looks 
different than usual. In September we launched our Family Village Faith Forma-
tion model, which continues our mission of accompanying families as they meet, 
know, love, and serve Jesus Christ- but with a twist. Instead of meeting as one 
large group (400 children and their families in our sanctuary on Sundays), our 
parishioners are broken up into ‘villages’ of 2-5 families. 
Each village sets their own schedule, and decides how they feel most comfort-
able meeting- some meet on Zoom, others social distance in a park, backyard, 
or neighborhood cul de sac. The villages use catechetical materials prepared by 
our team, and all members of the village work on the lesson together- it doesn’t 
matter if you’re two years old, or ninety-two! 
Here are a few pictures of the amazing work of discipleship being carried out by 
our Family Village host families this past month. Our staff greatly misses seeing 
your sweet children on Sunday mornings, but for now we hold these pictures 
close to our hearts and your families in our prayers! 
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Faith Formation Ministries
On Saturday, October 10, 
22 Candidates celebrated the 
Sacrament of Confirmation with 
Msgr. Clay and Fr. Jairo. Please 
pray for these newly confirmed 
that they use the gifts bestowed 
upon them by the Holy Spirit to 
spread the Good News wherever 
they may go.

Lauren Blaes
Mary Broderick
Wyatt Brown

Sophia Capots
Abby Galbo

Brett Gallagher
Katherine Gress
Justin Gutierrez
Brandon Lape
Megan Maher
Noah Marino

Nicole Martaindale
Rachel Meier

Madeline Midha
Ashley Neal

Patrick Newton
Cole Quinlan
Paige Roach

Gabriela Rodriguez
Emily Simora

Nathaniel Viele
Tristan Weiss

Families learn about & set up 
a prayer station in their home

Siblings assemble their 3D “Mass kit” 
as they learn about the vessels and 

vestments used at liturgy

Villages learn about different sacramentals in our 
Catholic tradition (such as holy water and the Rosary)

Sarah Bowser
It takes a village!



Parish Life Ministries
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This past Sunday’s Celebration of St. 
Francis, our patron saint, and our parish, 
was very different than it has been the 
previous 10 years. Normally the day is 
filled with music and entertainment, food, 
inflatables, crafts, face painting, games 
and lots of smiles and laughter. On this 
weekend celebration of our patron Saint 
Francis, we also have gathered in the 
labyrinth of the Community Center for the 
blessing of the animals. 
While we had to think outside the box 
due to the abundance of COVID restric-
tions in place, one thing that wasn’t miss-
ing this year were lots of smiling faces. 

Ashley Watson, Coordinator of Community Programs

We shifted from the more carnival like 
celebration to a simple drive thru celebra-
tion where parishioners could bring their 
pets (we had dogs, cats, hamsters, turtles, 
chickens and even a hedgehog) in their 
cars and receive a blessing from Fr. Jim 
(and it wasn’t just the pets he was bless-
ing) and then continue along the route and 
welcome Fr. Jairo and Mgsr. Clay. 
As l wandered through the parking lot to 
check in with my awesome Event Team 
(which included some of my FrancisFest 
planning team as well as some of the 
Knights of Columbus members), I was 
able to witness conversations happening 

between the volunteers along the route 
and parishioners waiting their turn in 
their cars. Hearing all these wonderful 
conversations, as well as being greeted 
by so many children of our community 
who were eager to introduce their pet 
(living or toy) to me, brought  such joy 
in seeing life, in a different way, on our 
campus again! 
Thank you to the 215 cars that were full 
of families who joined us Sunday to cel-
ebrate at Francis BlessFest 2020. Also, 
a special thank you to the St. Francis 
Preschool for the beautiful St. Francis 
inspired art work they shared with me to 
use as decoration. 

Drive Through Blessing of the Animals



Justice and Peace Ministries
Faithful Citizenship: Catholics Advocating for Life and Dignity of the Human Person

October is Respect Life Month, an invita-
tion for us Catholics to be reminded of 
our call to cherish, defend, and protect 
those who are the most vulnerable, from 
the beginning of life to its natural end. 
We are asked to reflect on the dignity of 
every person - no matter their vulnerabili-
ties, frailties, infirmities, or weaknesses; 
all are children of God. This week, we put 
a spotlight on those in prison and live un-
der the threat of execution. In addition to 
our teaching on the dignity of all people, 
we also believe that only God is the Lord 
of Life and that God’s love is redemptive 
not characterized by retribution. 
These teachings of the church have led 
recent Popes to make a clear stand that 
the death penalty is an inadmissible way 
to conduct justice in the world. Just this 
past week, Pope Francis published a new 
major teaching encyclical called Fratelli 
Tutti where he reiterated this teaching, 
saying that the church is committed to its 
abolition worldwide.
Since 2003, the World Coalition Against 
the Death Penalty has set aside October 
10th to advocate for the abolition of the 
death penalty and to raise awareness 
that capital punishment is still happening 
all over the world. The United States, in 
fact, remains fifth in the world for execu-
tions - behind China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
and Iraq. Additionally, in the US, there 
are currently 1,523 men and women on 
state death row rosters and 2,373 men 
and women additionally held on death 
row for the US federal government. So 
far, this year, there have been 14 prison-
ers put to death by state and federal 
governments. 
North Carolina has 139 men and women 
sitting on death row, including five men 

that our Franciscan Friars celebrated 
Catholic mass with over the last thirty 
years. It is distressing to consider that 
since 1973, there have been 172 men 
and women in the US who had been 
on death row and then found innocent 
and exonerated. It is impossible to know 
exactly how many innocent people have 
been put to death over the decades. 
While NC still technically has the death 
penalty in place, there are a number 
of unresolved legal problems that have 
prevented the state from recommencing 
executions.
In light of our call to protect for all human 
life, St. Francis has created an advocacy 
subcommittee working to bring aware-
ness to and promotion of the abolition of 
two specific End-of-Life issues, namely, 
the Death Penalty and Euthanasia (or 
Assisted Suicide).  If you are interested 
in being a part of these efforts, contact 
Nancy J Jones at prayerfulheart3@gmail.
com. Additionally, a virtual Divine Mercy 
Chaplet Prayer Vigil has been organized 
at 4:00 p.m. on the day of scheduled ex-
ecutions. Contact Nancy if you would like 
to be included in this meaningful prayer 
for the departing souls of executed men 
and women.
To stay informed about executions tak-
ing place in our country and around the 
world, you can visit the website Death 
Penalty Information Center and sign up 
to receive their weekly e-newsletter. To 
stay informed about the innocent men 
and women exonerated from death row 
and read parts of their stories, visit the 
website Witness to Innocence; they too 
have a way to sign up for their latest 
news. And to stay informed about those 
on the frontline fighting to stop the killing, 
go to the website Death Penalty Action.  

As we move through this next 
month before our election, and 
what the Church calls “Respect 
Life Month,” our Office of Justice 
and Peace is continuing to offer a 
series of reflections that speak our 
Catholic values as they relate to is-
sues of political and social concern. 
Our hope is that these reflections 
might serve as a helpful way to 
prayerfully discern what matters 
to you and make prudent decision 
reflective of your deepest values as 
you fill out the ballot. Check out the 
bulletins from the last few weeks to 
see reflection on the protection of 
the unborn, the environment, and 
immigrants and refugees.

October 11 
Reflection on the Protection of 
Life – Death Penalty

October 18
Reflection on the Protection of 
Life – Racism

October 25 – Reflection on 
Local Issues of Concern 
– Housing, Education, and Jobs

November 1
Reflection on Health Care

November 3 
Election Day

Respect Life: Reflection on the 
Protection of Life - Death Penalty

By St. Francis parishioner Nancy J Jones and Trevor Thompson, Director, Office of Justice and Peace

mailto:prayerfulheart3@gmail.com
mailto:prayerfulheart3@gmail.com


Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal 
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Virtual 
Information 

Sessions
The Franciscan School is a fully-accred-
ited elementary and middle school. A 
National Blue Ribbon School since 2011, 
the talented and enthusiastic faculty 
and staff provide educational excellence 
inclusive of the diverse learning styles of 
all children. The curriculum combines the 
traditional religion course offerings with 
the application of STEM, extracurricular 
education and professional academic 
support.
As the St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
school, we are here to provide you with 
a great education steeped in the Catholic 
and Franciscan values we all embrace. 
We welcome the opportunity for prospec-
tive families to find out more information 
about The Franciscan School during 
several “virtual information sessions”. 
The first of these sessions will be held 
on November 12  7:00pm. Our parish 
schools exemplify the natural extension 
of the ministry of teaching that is one 
of the principle foundations upon which 
our community of faith at St. Francis has 
been built, and we want to provide all 
the information you need to plan for your 
child’s continuing education. Please visit 
our website to learn to take our virtual 
tour and schedule an opportunity to 
speak with our admissions team. 
 

As you explore school options for your 
children’s education next year, please 
visit with us and consider The Franciscan 
School. If I can be of assistance to you in 
any way, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me, Principal Mike Watson, by email 
at michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org 
or reach out to our admissions team at 
Admissions@stfrancisraleigh.org. The 
faculty, parents, and students of TFS look 
forward to welcoming you to The Francis-
can School community!

2019 Photo 2019 Photo

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:michael.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Admissions@stfrancisraleigh.org


Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool
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Some of the most important skills that 
we target in preschool are those related 
to social-emotional growth. These skills 
include things such as how to manage 
emotions, form relationships, establish 
goals, maintain a strong sense of self, 
and learn empathy for others. Social-
emotional skill development has been 
shown to directly correlate to academic 
success later in school. 
Learning how to use manners in our daily 
interactions is an important social-emo-
tional skill. With that in mind, throughout 
the preschool, teachers specifically focus 
on one specific manner/etiquette topic 
each month. For October, our staff are 
intensifying their teaching of the usage 
of ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. As you might 
imagine, young children become quite 
familiar with these words very early. As 
teachers, we not only teach the mean-
ings and when to use these words, but 
we try to continually provide models for 
our students. When children see our 
example, they are more likely to copy 
and practice it. If we are true followers of 
Christ, then we strive to be good people 
who respect others enough to make 
requests kindly and also then be appre-
ciative when someone reciprocates that 
kindness.  
I certainly have many reasons to often 
say ‘thank you’. God blesses me each 
day with opportunities for which I am 
thankful. Most recently, an ongoing proj-

ect to update our playgrounds has come 
together. We had previously developed a 
5-year plan to renovate our playgrounds. 
Since we have both a 2-year old and 3-5- 
year old playground, you might wonder 
if we were being overly optimistic in our 
plan. Due to the abundant generosity 
of our families, we were, however, able 
to start a designated savings account 
with proceeds raised, for the past two 
years, from our annual fundraiser, the 
Harvest Moon Festival. We have also 
been the lucky recipients of a charitable 
grant from the O’Shaughnessy Founda-
tion for two consecutive years. To date, 
we have been able to raise $61,000 of 
the estimated $175,000 that would have 
been needed to completely re-do our 
playgrounds. To our families, both past 
and present, and to the family who nomi-
nated us for the grant, I shout a big and 
heartfelt “THANK YOU”!  
Finally, it is with overwhelming enthusi-
asm and elation that I say “THANK YOU” 
to a parish family who has very gener-
ously agreed to donate the remaining 
money for our playground remodel!  This 
will allow us to complete the renova-
tions all at once and make it possible to 
install new poured rubber surfacing for 
both playgrounds. We will also be able to 
include other equipment options that will 
allow children of all abilities to enjoy the 
playground. This family has children who 
attended our preschool; they strongly 
support the wonderful program that we 

have here and wanted to increase what 
we can offer. This donor family saw the 
opportunity to enable us to reach our 
goal faster than we would have ever 
been able to do. Needless to say, their 
kindness and charity are incredible, but 
what is even more astounding is that they 
give this gift humbly and quietly with the 
only thanks being the knowledge that 
they are able to enhance the experience 
of future generations who will attend our 
preschool. Although money has been 
transferred and manufacturing is set to 
begin, I still am in a state of disbelief; I 
continue to grapple with searching for a 
word more intense than ‘thank you’!  
I have come to the conclusion that there 
are no real words. The best that I will be 
able to do is to continue my prayer of 
thanksgiving to God for this unexpectedly 
generous contribution and for all of the 
blessings that have come to preschool. 
I can also choose to continue to be 
steadfast in my efforts to be an example 
for our students of what it means to be 
thankful and to live as God wants us 
to do.
May all of us do our best to remember to 
thank our Lord for what He blesses us 
with every day!
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at www.preschool@stfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at:  
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

“In all things, give thanks.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18

mailto:www.preschool@stfrancis.com
mailto:www.preschool@stfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next
October 12
St Vincent de Paul
A mother with seven children, three of 
which receive special medical care were 
about to be evicted.  She had moved into 
a Rent Subsidized Apartment before she 
was approved for the subsidize. She has 
now been approved for the subsidy but it 
was not retroactive. First Presbyterian in 
Raleigh and our SVdP Conference were 
able to prevent the eviction.
 

This is just 1 of 14 cases we have worked 
on in the past 2 weeks.  We are in need 
of assistance to handle the work load.  
All work with our neighbors is done virtu-
ally.  If interested in helping contact Cathy 
Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.
The Faith and Science Forum
This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by 
discussing books, to ask questions, and 
to support one another in our mutual dis-
covery and appreciation of our common 
home where Spirit illumines all things. 
If you are interested, please contact Ron 
Monti at (919) 841-0807, montiron@aol.
com or Tracy Hurley at 828-773-3152, 
danandtracy@hotmail.com.
 

Oct 13
Communi-TEA
Join our Virtual Cafe’ and share an hour 
just passing the time, no structure, no for-
mat, just random bumping into each other 
like we used to do before mass. Join us 
the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 
10:00 am for a little light conversation, 
hopefully a few laughs and maybe some 
creative ideas to get you throught the 
next week. Points may be awarded for 
the best Quaran-do or the best Quaran-
tee shirt. Come enjoy some relaxing 
social time. To register visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/.
Contemplative Spirituality – Solace 
of Fierce Landscapes  We continue 
to meet virtually every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday from 1 to 2:30PM to dia-
logue on “Solace of Fierce Landscapes” 
by Belden C. Lane, where the author 
explores why so many in history were 

drawn to the hazardous terrain of deserts 
and mountains in search of Christian 
spirituality.  Those reading the book have 
found it to be truly captivating due to its 
many unique insights into our Spirituality.  
If you have questions or are interested 
in joining the sessions contact Tracy 
Hurley at  danandtracy@hotmail.com 
/ (828-773-3152) or Deacon Steve at 
stephenwandrews@outlook.com / (732-
213-0104).
Contemplative Spirituality – Thomas 
Merton’s Bridges Series  Did you know 
that when John Robert Lewis crossed the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in 1965, he knew 
that he was going to be arrested and he 
had two books with him that he was go-
ing to read while he was in jail.  One was 
his bible and the other was a book by 
Thomas Merton.  Why would a 23 year 
old Baptist have a book to read written 
by the Catholic Monk ?  Experience Why. 
– Join us virtually, on Fridays from 1 to 
2:30PM.  We will dialogue on book from 
Merton’s “Bridges to Contemplative Liv-
ing Series”. If you have questions or are 
interested in joining contact Tracy Hurley 
at danandtracy@hotmail.com / (828-773-
3152) or Deacon Steve at stephenwan-
drews@outlook.com / (732-213-0104).
Men’s Prayer Breakfast –  The 
ministry meets virtually every 1st and 3rd 
Mondays from 7 to 8 am. The meetings 
provide a way for men to come together 
in prayer and fellowship. For discussions, 
we select a book that deals with faith and 
life issues. The Men’s Ministry provides a 
safe haven for men to meet other Chris-
tian men for friendship and the sharing 
of our journey through life. If interested 
contact Norm Tuomi at norman3722@att.
net or Ralph Guenther at rguenther2@
nc.rr.com

ONE Wake Founding Public 
Assembly

Tuesday, October 13, 
7:00 - 9:00 pm via Zoom

 

Over the past couple years, St 
Francis of Assisi has been sharing in 
a new county-wide effort to involve 
citizenry in tackling the region’s most 
pressing problems. We've shared 
our work with this organization many 
times in bulletin, newsletters, meet-
ings, and conversations.
 

Many of you asked to be kept in the 
loop, so that you can participate 
when the organization launches. 
Well, now is the time!
 

This organization is called ONE 
Wake. It is now time for it to go public 
and share its priorities for helping 
our county be a place of justice and 
peace for all God's people. This is 
the agenda for this meeting on Oc-
tober 13th. They are hoping to have 
2000+ participants tune in from 40+ 
congregations in the county, and also 
Wake County policy and decision 
makers and elected officials.
 

We want you there at their founding 
public assembly. We are hoping to 
have 200+ people from St. Fran-
cis. Currently, we have 35 people 
registered. Please register now to 
participate in this important gathering 
of community faith and civic leaders! 
You can register by going to www.
onewake.org/launch. If you want 
more information about this event 
and our community organizing in 
Wake County, contact Trevor Thomp-
son, trevor.thompson@stfrancisra-
leigh.org.

Cardinal Gibbons Parish Affiliation Forms
The parish offices are closed due to the pandemic. Those needing Parish Affilia-
tion Forms completed for Cardinal Gibbons 2021-2022 Academic year, the form 
may be emailed directly to toni.hammes@stfrancisraleigh.org or mailed:
St. Francis of Assisi, 11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 
Attention: Toni Hammes
 

The information will be sent from St. Francis directly to CGHS.  
Please email Toni.Hammes@stfrancisraleigh.org if you have any questions.
 

mailto:smithtcr@gmail.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
http://www.onewake.org/launch
http://www.onewake.org/launch
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:toni.hammes@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Toni.Hammes@stfrancisraleigh.org


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly 
support group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. 
To receive an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at 
chuck.smallsfa@gmail.com. Next meeting, November 1.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions resumed Tuesday 
September 1, 6:00 – 8:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Don’t distance from your spouse! Learn how to bring your marriage to a 
new level. Renew, rekindle and strengthen your marriage on a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Experience Nov. 6-8, 2020, in ATLANTIC 
BEACH, NC. Early sign up is recommended. For more information, 
visit our website at: https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org or contact us at 
applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. 
Follow our Facebook page North Carolina WWME!

https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org
mailto:applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org
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a r e  y o u  
E x p e r i e n c i n g 
Pa n d e m i c  
Fat i g u e ?

Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life brought 
on by the pandemic? Are you or someone you know struggling with 
challenges like . . .

•  Isol ation and loneliness

•  Anxiety over health

•   Grief due to many different  
kinds of losses

•   Tension from juggling work,  
childcare, and schooling

•  Financial strain or job loss

•  Uncertainty about the future

•  Other unexpected life challenges?

If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are 
ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional and  
spiritual support.

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video 
chat, or, if safely possible, in person—to offer care and support.  
It’s free and completely confidential. For more information, call 
our church office.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28



Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay  	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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