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The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613  919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Inspired by our patron
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

See page 12

The Solemnity of St. Francis of Assisi
See page 5

Happy Feast of FrancisSee page 5Happy Feast of Francis

http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org


Deb Royals-Mizerk, Director of Stewardship
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Msgr. Clay

Through Baptism 
may they walk always 
as children of the 
light:
Sadie Winn Ferrara
Daughter of Anthony and Marisa Ferrara
Cassidy Harper
Daughter of Jeremy and Allison Harper
Marian Gray Hill
Daughter of Greyson and Markie Hill

Through marriage 
may their lives 
always bear witness 
to Christ’s love:
Megan Summers, 
Daughter of Larry and 
Anne-Marie Summers
and Sam DiMisa, son of 
Jim and Amy DiMisa

May they rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon 
them:
+ Donna Bochenek
Mother of Ann Gbruoski
+ Maria Halula
Mother of Steve Halula
+ Jerry Toussaint
Husband of Kathleen Toussaint

Happy Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, a liturgical solemnity in 
every parish in the world under his patronage (which puts 
it up there with Easter and Christmas). We’ve spruced up 
the weekend Masses as a way to appropriately honor this 
great human being, Church reformer, and servant of God. 
Although we cannot celebrate FrancisFest per our normal 

custom due to COVID-19, we will celebrate Francis BlessFest as an alternative 
way to keep the prayerfulness of the day alive. I hope many of you will drive 
by to have Fr. Jim bless your pets and/or to take an opportunity to meet and 
greet both Fr. Jairo and me from the safety of your vehicles. As I mentioned last 
week, we plan to return to FrancisFest in 2021 and to invite all the friars who 
have served here to join us for an appropriate “thank you” for their decades of 
service to the parish and beyond. 
Fr. Jairo and I marked our one-month anniversary at St. Francis on October 
1 and what a month it has been. Moving in, setting up our living quarters and 
offices, increasing attendance at Sunday Masses, restarting daily Masses, com-
mending to the Lord six members of our parish who have gone to their eternal 
rest, officiating over a wedding, celebrating First Communion with 13 children, 
celebrating R.C.I.A. rites for three adults, baptizing 2 infants and a 5-year-old, 
visiting the sick, hearing a few confessions, attending many meetings, and 
learning staff members names and ministries have been our personal high-
lights. October is promising to be as epic with the parish feast day, four Confir-
mation Masses, two more First Communion Masses, nine baptisms, three more 
weddings, at least two funeral services, my installation as pastor by Bishop 
Zarama (9:30am Mass on October 18), resuming regular Saturday time for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (October 17), and adding back a weekly Saturday 
evening Mass (October 10) being just the liturgical highlights. 
The solar panel project is nearing its start date. Begun under the leadership of 
the Franciscans and true to the spirit of the parish’s vision, this ecological mile-
stone will prevent around 1,500 metric tons of greenhouse gases from being 
emitted into the atmosphere and save the parish around $200,000 over the next 
25 years. Thanks to Trevor Thompson and all who worked with him to make this 
dream come true. St. Francis is proud of us!

This Sunday at our 9:30am and 
5:30pm liturgies, we will bless 
the 216 solar panels that have 
been installed on the roof of 
our Clare Hall. Over the next 25 
years, these panels will prevent 
around 1,500 metric tons of 
greenhouse gases from being 
emitted into the atmosphere 
and save the parish around 

$200,000. We are harnessing the energy of God’s gift in sunshine to illumi-
nate, heat, and cool our buildings. This is one more step we are taking as a 
community of faith to live out our Catholic values to care for God’s creation. 
If you missed our virtual event last month “Why Solar on a Church?” that 
provides more background context and details, you can access the recording 
at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-of-creation/.

October Envelope Schedule
October 4     Weekly
October 4     Mortgage Sunday
October 11   Weekly
October 18   Weekly
October 18   Propagation of the
      	        Faith World Mission  
October 25   Weekly
November 1  All Saints Day
November 2  All Souls Day

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care-of-creation/


You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
 

You give can Online through:

Faith Direct: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-

direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/trea-

sure/ 3

Please do not drop off any unsolicited items on the church property or in our 
buildings. All of our donation drives are closely coordinated with our ministry 
partners in the community and are well publicized in advance. If you have 
donations at times outside of our announced drives, please take your donation 
directly to a charity of your choice. Thank you for your cooperation.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/ 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
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Faith Formation Ministries

On Saturday, October 3, 68 Candidates celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation with our 
bishop, Luis Raphael Zarama. Please pray for these newly confirmed that they use the gifts 
bestowed upon them by the Holy Spirit to spread the Good News wherever they may go.

Ashtyn Barnhill
Kylie Bartsch

Elise Batz
Max Benik

Jackson Bentley
Jay Boburka

Jack Coggburn
Sean Conley

Hannah Davenport 
Nicolas de la Torre 

Owen Diamond
Karli Durham 

Kieran Gaertner
Ryan Garwolds
Isabella Geyer 
Sean Gillies

Emma Golden 
Ian Gonzalez

Jonathon Gouveia
Luke Guerra

Thomas Higgins
Charles Hurley
Malea Hurley

Aidan Jean 
Hailey Juhasz
Colton Knode

Andrew Kranepool 
Zenon Kuropas 
Nina LeMoine
Sam Lindsley
Sophia Lisk 

Anna McKinstry
Jensen McLean

Justin Merrill
Ryan Merrill 
Kyle Mizell 

William Moore
Ellie Mosler 

Thomas Nguyen
Avery Nicholson 

Keith O'Brien
Declan O'Brien 

Ekene Ogbu
Tessa Palermo
Sean Powers 
Honora Quinn 

Keely Robinson
Alessandro Ruiz
Isabella Sales

Alexa Sarmiere 
Garrett Seidel 

Ian Songer
Nikolas Sonye 
Cole Stapleton

Olivia Staub
Arrol Stewart

Alexander Strachan 
Mary Sweeney 
Ayden Turner 
William Turner 
Jack Vincitorio
Jillian Wadley

Stephanie Wadley 
Nicholas Wallin 

Evelyn Wilke
Madeline Wilson 

Emma Wolff 
Elizabeth Zhang



Parish Life Ministries

2020 has been the year of accommodations. We’ve made 
accommodations in how we gather together, in how we shop, 
and in how we greet one another. And this year, we’re making 
accommodations so that we can safely celebrate our patron, 
St. Francis, and enjoy some time together on campus. 
The Feast of Saint Francis, October 4 falls on a Sunday this 
year and liturgically is a solemnity in the parish. The readings 
of the day are for the feast rather than a Sunday in Ordinary 
Time as is the case in the rest of the diocese. The Masses are 
very celebratory with brass, incense, and Msgr. Clay singing 
the entire Eucharistic Prayer at the 9:30am Mass.  
In the afternoon, you’re invited to our drive through Francis 
Bless Fest from 1:30-3:00pm. Everyone will enter from St. 

You’re Invited to Francis BlessFest

Francis Drive by the school and remain in their cars. There 
will be a stop to have all the animals, live and toy, blessed in 
their cars by our favorite Franciscan, Fr. Jim Sabak. There 
will even be treats for the pets! Then you’ll drive forward and 
have an opportunity to stop and greet Fr. Jairo from your car. 
Next, you’ll have an opportunity to stop and greet Msgr. Clay 
from your car. There will be an opportunity to drop off cards 
and artwork for the priests. Finally, everyone will receive a 
gift from the priests to take home. 
This isn’t our usual FrancisFest of bouncy houses and food 
trucks, but it’s an opportunity to take a break from your 
Sunday routine and have some fun and see our priests. 
We hope to see you here!

Despite the power being out, we had 123 people donate 144 units of blood products and that brings our 
total for the year to over 750 units! What an impact in the greater community!
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Justice and Peace Ministries

By Trevor Thompson, Director, Office of Justice and Peace

As we move through this next month before our elec-
tion, our Office of Justice and Peace is continuing to 
offer a series of reflections that speak our Catholic 
values as they relate to issues of political and social 
concern. Our hope is that these reflections might serve 
as a helpful way to prayerfully discern what matters 
to you and make prudent decisions reflective of your 
deepest values as you fill out your ballot. Our Catholic 
views of voting and other political responsibilities can 
be found in a great teaching document that the US 
Bishops have written called Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship. You can find a pdf (on-line) copy 
of this at the website of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops: www.usccb.org. If you need help figuring out 
how to register to vote or change your address, finding 
an early-voting site, or applying for an absentee ballot, 
you can go to the NC State Board of Elections: www.
ncsbe.gov.  
With some reflection on our values and a voting plan in 
hand, our experience of this election has the potential 
for being a meaningful expression of our faith in God 
and our call to work for building God’s kingdom here 
on earth.  Watch this space over the next few weeks 
for the following reflections. (And refer back to the Au-
gust 30 and Sept 6  bulletins for reflections on Care of 
Creation, and the September 27 bulletin for a reflection 
on Immigration.)

*October 4
Reflection on the Protection of Life – Beginning of Life*

October 11 
Reflection on the Protection of Life – End of Life and 

Death Penalty
October 18

Reflection on the Protection of Life – Racism
October 25 

Reflection on Local Issues of Concern – Housing, 
Education, and Jobs

November 1
Reflection on Health Care

November 3
Election Day

 

This first Sunday of October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As 
Catholics, we are called to cherish, defend, and protect those who are 
most vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its end, and at every point 
in between. This calling is rooted in the belief in the absolute value of 
the life and dignity of the human person. Our belief is that each per-
son is made in the image and likeness of God, created to share in the 
very life of God himself. We believe that this God-given dignity does 
not change with our stage of life, abilities, level of independence, race, 
creed, nationality, or any other varying circumstance.
 

In his encyclical on the “Gospel of Life,” published 25 years ago, Pope 
St. John Paul II recognized the full range of threats against human life, 
from poverty and malnutrition to murder and war. Pope Francis has 
echoed this broad view of the myriad of threats to the dignity of God’s 
creation and human life through his many writings and public audiences. 
Traditionally, the Church has placed particular emphasis on threats to 
life at its beginning and end—precisely when it is most vulnerable and in 
need of protection. In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs, 
those approaching the end of their lives, and those on death row are 
certainly among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation, the ones 
Jesus says are most deserving of our mercy and work for justice.
 

We know that translating our Catholic value of human life into public poli-
cies is not always a simple process. However, in our prayerful discern-
ment, we have to reckon with the reality that more than 750,000 unborn 
children are directly killed in the United States every year (more than 3x 
the number of deaths from Coronavirus COVID-19). Shuttering abor-
tion clinics, erecting logistical barriers for abortion, and repealing Roe v. 
Wade are lifted up as potential strategic ways to translate our values to 
public policy. It has been noted that the most common reason cited by 
women who have had abortions is not that they did not know the value 
of life but that they felt the pregnancy would interfere with education, 
work or ability to care for dependents. Coupled with this, financial stress 
also plays a major role in women’s decision-making. Given this informa-
tion, another potential way our values are translated into policy is to 
advocate for timely, accessible, affordable, comprehensive, and support-
ive care to pregnant women. Unfortunately, these two strategies do not 
necessarily map perfectly upon our political landscape right now.
 

While the Church will not tell us who or what to vote for, the Church en-
courages Catholics to pay attention to candidates’ values and principles, 
character, capacity, and competence when casting our ballots, asking 
ourselves which candidate will be likely to best advance the protection 
of the unborn and promote the common good in his or her office in the 
particular political context he or she will face.
 

We will continue our reflections next week, as we consider how the 
Church is equally challenging around the call to protect those at the end 
of life.

Respect Life Sunday
Reflecting on our Call 
to Protect the Unborn

Faithful Citizenship: 
Catholics Advocating 
for Life and Dignity of 
the Human Person

http://www.usccb.org
http://www.ncsbe.gov
http://www.ncsbe.gov


Education Ministries
Mike Watson, Principal 
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Our Patron and the Symbol of 
The Franciscan School Founding

When our school, The Franciscan School, 
was constructed, careful thought was put 
into all aspects of its creation. The build-
ings were simple, with earth tone colors, 
the mission was focused on the Franciscan 
charism, and many symbols of our patron, 
St. Francis, could be found across the 
campus. Of course, the statue in the court-
yard of Francis and the wolf of Gubbio 
is an obvious symbol, but there are less 
obvious, but no less meaningful, symbols 
throughout the school grounds. Several 
of these take the form of trees planted to 
commemorate various times and events 
throughout our history. Why trees? Francis 
is often associated with care for God’s 
creation, and this weekend we celebrate 
his feast day and remember all he brought 
into the world through his establishment of 
the Franciscans we embrace so fully. What 
better appreciation for our founder could 
there be than the majestic symbolism of a 
tree?

This past Friday, September 25th, what 
is thought to have been a microburst hit 
near the school. We did have damage 
during the storm, including the loss of 
some trees. While for the most part the 
damage was minimal and will easily 
be cleaned up, this destruction did 
include the loss of the Eastern Redbud 
tree in the courtyard that was the tree 
we often mentioned in our story of the 
construction of our school here. When 
this tree was planted during the original 
landscaping, soil from the homes of 
our students and faculty was added 
to the planting bed; this was done as 
a symbol of the community that came 
together to create our school. It was 
always the first tree to bud in the spring 
and was a beautiful reminder of God’s 
creation and Francis’ attentiveness and 
appreciation of the natural world. While 
the loss of this “founding tree” is sad, 

the community created here, of course, 
remains strong and steadfast. 
We are already making plans to use a 
part of the tree to create a memorial 
bench with the words of our founding 
principal etched upon it. Of course, we 
will plant another redbud tree, using 
the same “Garden Soil ceremony” we 
used more than 20 years ago, to once 
again renew our dedication to our faith, 
to our patron St. Francis,  and to those 
who have created a true learning com-
munity that represents the Franciscan 
mission. 
Please visit our website at www.
franciscanschool.org or contact Prin-
cipal Mike Watson at mike.watson@
franciscanschool.org to find out more 
and to get insight into the community of 
excellence we have built here over the 
past two decades!

mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.franciscanschool.org
http://www.franciscanschool.org
mailto:mike.watson@franciscanschool.org
mailto:mike.watson@franciscanschool.org


Education Ministries
Heidi Hobler, Director St. Francis of Assisi Preschool
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Happy Feast of St. Francis!  Although we 
are not able to celebrate this feast day 
as we have in the past, it is important to 
note that this year we can celebrate it as 
a solemnity in our parish since it occurs 
on a Sunday. In addition, Bless Fest will 
take place later this afternoon!  Be sure 
to come out and participate in the car 
parade in which you can have an animal, 
live or stuffed, be blessed. Be on the 
look-out for the colorful artwork in the 
tents; our preschool students are the art-
ists behind the beautiful masterpieces! 
 

As you might imagine, we are also not 
able to celebrate the feast of St. Francis 
at preschool as we normally would. We, 
however, have not let this dampen all of 
our plans to teach to our students the 
importance of this day. One piece that we 
have been able to preserve is our annual 
service project for the SPCA. With some 
careful modifications and adjustments to 
maintain the highest level of safety during 
this time of COVID, our 3, 4, & 5-year 
olds made dog biscuits this past week. 

They were able to shape them into dog 
friendly items such as bones and dog 
houses. The biscuits were then baked 
until crispy!  There are sure to be many 
happy recipients of these tasty treats 
which were made with much love and 
enthusiasm!  
It will come as no surprise that we 
purposefully plan this activity with our 
preschoolers to coincide with the cel-
ebration of St. Francis’ feast day. In doing 
so, we are able to emphasize with them 
that God wants us to be caretakers of all 
of His creation. We are able to further 
explain to our children how St. Francis 
followed God in many ways, including 
taking special care of animals such as in 
the story of the wolf, Gubbio. Although 
our preschool students can’t actually 
see the dogs at the SPCA enjoying their 
treats, many have a previous experience 
with caring for an animal in some way. It 
might be in the form of giving their dog 
a bath, filling a bird feeder, or even just 
stepping around a caterpillar on the side-

“If you have men who will exclude any of God’s creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity, 
you will have men who will deal likewise with their fellow men”. St. Francis of Assisi

walk. The idea of taking care of animals 
(and each other) as God wants us to do, 
is one that often occurs as part of every-
day life. We know as educators that for 
an experience to be really meaningful to 
children it should be very relatable. Not 
only does this project help us reiterate 
the importance of taking care of the earth 
as with the example of Francis, but it is 
a simple act of service that children are 
able to grasp and understand with little 
difficulty. 
If you are a parent, grandparent, or have 
a child in your life whom you hold dear, 
see what daily opportunities you can 
share with them that will reiterate the 
importance of taking care of animals 
and all of God’s creation as St. Francis 
encouraged people to do. I am confident 
that you will not have to look far!
To learn more about the wonderful op-
portunities that we provide, please visit 
our website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.
com or contact Shelley Freeman at:  
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org

Happy Feast of St. Francis!Happy Feast of St. Francis!

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
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This Week and Next
Oct 6
Fall Divorce Care – via Zoom
Tuesday, September 1 to Tuesday 
December 15, 7:00pm to 9:00pm, $20.00 
per book. We do ask that everyone (new 
and past participants) register for this 
event. Note: If you already have a book, 
there’s no extra charge. To register, visit 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/
details/4555. Each week is different, so 
you can start anytime. All are welcome!
 

Job Connections
JCM has weekly virtual meeting on guid-
ance, actions and accountability more 
information contact Mary Horner at sfa.
jcm@gmail.com
 

Oct 6, 13
Seasons of Hope
A two-week series that offers hope 
through the grief of losing a loved one.
We gather virtually at 10:00am. Each 
meeting will last between 60 to 90 min-
utes. Registration fee is $10 per person 
and includes a participant journal. The 
group offers a safe place to share your 
own journey with grief and to learn from 
others. We learn to let others into our 
struggle and to enter gently into theirs, 
to take strength and to give it.
After registering, you will receive a 
link for the weekly virtual meetings.
Visit https://membership.faithdirect.net/
events/details/4882 to register.
The Faith and Science Forum
This group meets every 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month from 1:00 to 
2:30pm via Zoom to share information by 
discussing books, to ask questions, and 
to support one another in our mutual dis-
covery and appreciation of our common 
home where Spirit illumines all things. 
If you are interested, please contact Ron 
Monti at (919) 841-0807, montiron@aol.
com or Tracy Hurley at 828-773-3152, 
danandtracy@hotmail.com.
 

Oct 13
Communi-TEA
Join our Virtual Cafe’ and share an hour 
just passing the time, no structure, no for-
mat, just random bumping into each other 
like we used to do before mass. Join us 

the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at 
10:00 am for a little light conversation, 
hopefully a few laughs and maybe some 
creative ideas to get you throught the 
next week. Points may be awarded for 
the best Quaran-do or the best Quaran-
tee shirt. Come enjoy some relaxing 
social time. To register visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/.
Contemplative Spirituality – Solace 
of Fierce Landscapes  We continue 
to meet virtually every 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday from 1 to 2:30PM to dia-
logue on “Solace of Fierce Landscapes” 
by Belden C. Lane, where the author 
explores why so many in history were 
drawn to the hazardous terrain of deserts 
and mountains in search of Christian 
spirituality.  Those reading the book have 
found it to be truly captivating due to its 
many unique insights into our Spirituality.  
If you have questions or are interested 
in joining the sessions contact Tracy 
Hurley at  danandtracy@hotmail.com 
/ (828-773-3152) or Deacon Steve at 
stephenwandrews@outlook.com / (732-
213-0104).
Contemplative Spirituality – Thomas 
Merton’s Bridges Series  Did you know 
that when John Robert Lewis crossed the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in 1965, he knew 
that he was going to be arrested and he 
had two books with him that he was go-
ing to read while he was in jail.  One was 
his bible and the other was a book by 
Thomas Merton.  Why would a 23 year 
old Baptist have a book to read written 
by the Catholic Monk ?  Experience Why. 
– Join us virtually, on Fridays from 1 to 
2:30PM.  We will dialogue on book from 
Merton’s “Bridges to Contemplative Liv-
ing Series”. If you have questions or are 
interested in joining contact Tracy Hurley 
at danandtracy@hotmail.com / (828-773-
3152) or Deacon Steve at stephenwan-
drews@outlook.com / (732-213-0104).
Men’s Prayer Breakfast –  The 
ministry meets virtually every 1st and 3rd 
Mondays from 7 to 8 am. The meetings 
provide a way for men to come together 
in prayer and fellowship. For discussions, 
we select a book that deals with faith and 

ONE Wake Founding Public 
Assembly

Tuesday, October 13, 
7:00 - 9:00 pm via Zoom

 

Over the past couple years, St 
Francis of Assisi has been sharing in 
a new county-wide effort to involve 
citizenry in tackling the region’s most 
pressing problems. We've shared 
our work with this organization many 
times in bulletin, newsletters, meet-
ings, and conversations.
 

Many of you asked to be kept in the 
loop, so that you can participate 
when the organization launches. 
Well, now is the time!
 

This organization is called ONE 
Wake. It is now time for it to go public 
and share its priorities for helping 
our county be a place of justice and 
peace for all God's people. This is 
the agenda for this meeting on Oc-
tober 13th. They are hoping to have 
2000+ participants tune in from 40+ 
congregations in the county, and also 
Wake County policy and decision 
makers and elected officials.
 

We want you there at their founding 
public assembly. We are hoping to 
have 200+ people from St. Fran-
cis. Currently, we have 35 people 
registered. Please register now to 
participate in this important gathering 
of community faith and civic leaders! 
You can register by going to www.
onewake.org/launch. If you want 
more information about this event 
and our community organizing in 
Wake County, contact Trevor Thomp-
son, trevor.thompson@stfrancisra-
leigh.org.

life issues. The Men’s Ministry provides a 
safe haven for men to meet other Chris-
tian men for friendship and the sharing 
of our journey through life. If interested 
contact Norm Tuomi at norman3722@att.
net or Ralph Guenther at rguenther2@
nc.rr.com

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4555
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4555
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
mailto:sfa.jcm@gmail.com
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4882
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/4882
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:montiron@aol.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/virtual-cafe/
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:danandtracy@hotmail.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
mailto:stephenwandrews@outlook.com
http://www.onewake.org/launch
http://www.onewake.org/launch
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:trevor.thompson@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:norman3722@att.net
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com
mailto:rguenther2@nc.rr.com


Volunteer Opportunities

AA Meeting: For our Alcoholics Anonymous friends whose meetings 
have been ca ncelled. The Internet is full of online recovery resources. 
Online meetings like this one - you can belong to more than one, 
or two, or three. AA.ORG main website has a list. There are private 
Facebook groups, endless websites, and speaker tapes. It’s all there.
Al-Anon Meetings: Sun. 7:00pm, LaVerna, lower level.
Always God’s Children: Always God’s Children: The monthly support 
group meeting for LGBTQ+ people and family and friends. To receive 
an invite to the online meeting, email Chuck Small at chuck.smallsfa@
gmail.com. Next online meeting is Sunday, October 4.
Adult Open Play Nights:  Assisi Community Center Gym. 
Visit http://stfrancisraleigh.org/adult-open-play to contact 
the ministry leaders for each of our adult open play nights.     
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers Support Group:
The first Wednesday of the month, 1:00-3:00pm and the third 
Wednesday  of the month, 7:00-9:00pm, in the Padua Room of Assisi 
Community Center. Linda Tucker, ltucker40@nc.rr.com, 937-478-9537.
Centering Prayer: Thursdays, 9:35am or 7:30pm      
in St. Mary of the Angels Chapel.
Community Center Classes: Regular exercise classes and parent/
child classes run weekly, September-May.
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/programs-and-classes.
Community Garden:  Saturday mornings,10:00am. 
Call Pat or Paul Kelly at 919-413-8833, email 
mpmkelly@hotmail.com, or just drop by.
Divorce Care: Divorce Care: sessions resumed Tuesday 
September 1, 7:00 – 9:00pm in the Padua Room of the Assisi 
Community Center. For more information contact Bill Morgan at 
dejanuts@yahoo.com or visit https://www.divorcecare.org/about.
Grief Support Group 
Contact Marsha Riely at marshariely@mac.com or Marlys Varga at 
marlysvarga@hotmail.com.
GriefShare
Contact Kathleen Owen at kathleen.owen@stfrancisraleighorg. 
Job Connections: We provide tools and advice on how to stay 
motivated and on target. To enroll, contact Mary Horner at 
sfa.jcm@gmail.com.
Men’s Ministry:  Breakfast, Padua Room of the Assisi Community 
Center. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mensministry/ for details.
Padre Pio Secular Franciscans: Learn more about living 
Franciscan spirituality in the secular world. Monthly Gatherings the 
4th Sunday of the month, 1-3 Founders Room. 
Contact: Ellen Ferrone - ellen.ferrone@gmail.com.
Peace Pole Prayer: Join us after the 9:30am Mass on Sundays to 
pray for peace in the world and our country. Meet in front of Clare Hall 
for a few minutes of prayer.  
Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Contact Cindy Cardello, 919-846-8825 or 
Diane Rotunno, 919-844-7153 for details.
Rosary Ministry: Mondays, 7:30 - 8:30pm, St. Mary of the Angels 
Chapel, Marian Monti, ianmar94@aol.com. 
50+ Adults Group: Monthly potluck luncheons throughout the year 
and monthly game days, September through May in Clare Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Angela Azzopardi, 919-848-1347. 
Women’s Ministry: 
 - Tue Evenings with Anna Fowler – annafowler@nc.rr.com
 - Friday Morning with Celesta Carlson – ccarlson210@gmail.com

Group Opportunities
Due to the changing nature of reopening our doors, please 
check the group opportunity to confirm whether it is held in a 
virtual format or in-person.

To all our volunteers:
Here  are a few ways you could help members of our parish:
Caring Connections Ministry
If you’d like to get to know more members of our community, 
consider joining our Caring Connections Ministry. Sign up to 
make check in calls to parishioners, send birthday cards or 
deliver meals. Also, if you would like to receive care, just let 
us know how to help. To sign up, please visit https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
FaceTime and Zoom
If you’d like to learn how to use FaceTime or Zoom or be 
connected to watch our daily and Sunday programs, or if 
you’d like to teach someone over the phone, please visit our 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
Cards and Artwork
If you’d  like to send or receive cards to/from fellow parish-
ioners and establish a connection with other folks who are 
sheltering in place, or if you have kids who would love to 
send their artwork to brighten someone’s day or if you’d like 
to receive some artwork, visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.
org/offer-or-receive-help/
Make a Meal and Deliver Groceries
If you would like to make a meal or help deliver groceries to 
those in need, please visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/
offer-or-receive-help/
Making a Call
The Parish  Life staff is calling parishioners to make sure 
they are safe and aware of several ministry opportunities 
during the COVID-19 crisis. If you haven’t gotten your call, 
stay tuned. If you need help or want to offer help, check out 
our link at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-
help/
We will match up needs with offers of help. Currently, it 
seems most folks are handling the daily changes well, but 
that may change over the coming weeks. Please reach out 
if you need to talk, need some help or just want to hear a 
cheerful voice!  St. Francis of Assisi is here for our parishio-
ners.
Thank you!
All  of our Parish Life Ministries and the Community Center 
would like to thank you for serving the St. Francis Commu-
nity. At this time all other volunteer opportunities are sus-
pended until it is safe for us to come together again. Please 
check your weekly bulletin for updates. Stay well.
Offer Care / Receive Care
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/offer-or-receive-help/
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Don’t distance from your spouse! Learn how to bring your marriage to a new level. Renew, rekindle and 
strengthen your marriage on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience Nov. 6-8, 2020, in ATLANTIC 
BEACH, NC. Early sign up is recommended. For more information, visit our website at: https://NCMar-
riageDiscovery.org or contact us at applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org or 704-315-2144. 
Follow our Facebook page North Carolina WWME!

https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org
https://NCMarriageDiscovery.org
mailto:applications@NCMarriageDiscovery.org
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Contact Us!           Parish Office: 919-847-8205   fax: 919-870-1790
Welcome
New Parishioner Registration 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Becoming Catholic	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Get Involved!	 Deb Royals-Mizerk  	 847-8205x222
Priests and Deacon
Pastor 	 Msgr. Michael Clay 	 847-8205x224
Parochial Vicar	 Fr. Jairo Maldonado	 847-8205x226
Deacon 	 Stephen Andrews	 732-213-0104
Sacraments
Baptism	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
First Reconciliation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
First Eucharist 	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Confirmation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Matrimony	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Holy Orders	 Msgr. Michael Clay  	 847-8205x224
Anointing of the Sick	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Reconciliation Appointments	  	 847-8205x249 
RCIA	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Sacraments Administration	 Martina Dumberger	 847-8205x264
Funeral Planning	 Kathleen Owen  	 847-8205x241
Columbarium Niches	 Trish Adamkowski 	 847-8205x236

 

The Franciscan School
Principal 	 Mike Watson	 919-534-4840
Receptionist (Main Number)	 Katie Hall	 919-534-4837
Assistant Principal, K-5	 Dawn Smith	 847-8205x254
Assistant Principal 6-8	 Colette Dziadul	 847-8205x651
St. Francis Preschool
Director 	 Heidi Hobler 	 847-8205x240
Assistant to the Director	 Shelley Freeman	 847-8205x262
Faith Formation	
Director	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Children’s Faith Formation	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Coordinator of Youth Ministry	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223  
Middle School Faith Formation	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Parish Operations
Communications and Webmaster	 Diogenes Ruiz	 847-8205x271 
Director of Facilities	 Marc Kielty	 847-8205x227 
Director of Finance	 Rob Neppel	 847-8205x243
Director of Stewardship 	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Human Resources	 Trish Adamkowski	 847-8205x236 
Parishioner Records 	 Toni Hammes	 847-8205x265
Safe Environment Specialist 	 Trina Sugrue	 847-8205x245 

Get Care! 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Care	
Home Eucharist Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need (meals)	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Medical Facility Visits	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Transportation to Mass 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Stephen Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
St. Vincent de Paul 	 Leave Voicemail 	 919-534-4842
Good Grief  	 Marsha Riely	 marshariely@mac.com 
GriefShare 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241

Prayers
Prayer Line	 Paul Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayers	 Jackie Adamo 	 847-8205x268
Receive a Prayer Shawl	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Support Groups
Divorce Care 	 Bill Morgan	 dejanuts@yahoo.com
Job Connections	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Seeing God in your Cancer 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
AA Daily Reprieve Group	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Al-Anon 	 Madeline Horrigan	 919-923-1234 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 	 Linda Tucker	 937-478-9537

Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222	
Worship Ministries
Director of Liturgy and Music	 Jim Wahl 	 847-8205x230
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers 	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Altar Servers & Thurifers      	 Joanie Madormo rmadormo@sbcglobal.net
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 	 Jackie Kelly 	 203-512-8807
Church Keeping 	 Beverly Saunders 	 919-846-5795
Cross Bearers                         Joseph Randazzo 	 josephjrandazzo1@gmail.com
Deaf Ministry 	 Jean Cooke-Byrne 	 919-412-8365
Environment & Art 	 Theresa Baumgartner	 919-848-3383
Eucharistic Ministers	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Funeral Ministers 	 Lisa Gianturco 	 919-845-9718
Hospitality Hands	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Lectors 	 Mike Wrzesien 	 919-624-1592
Master of Ceremonies 	 Michael & Julie Ducatte 	 919-622-8883 
Medical Presence at Mass	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Music Ministry 	 Joyce Petzka 	  jepetzka@gmail.com
Parking Ministry 	 Steve Burdett 	 919-845-2714
Ushers 	 Troy Chaput 	 troy.chaput@gmail.com 
Weekend Receptionists	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Weekend Welcome Hosts	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Wedding Directors 	 Carol Ricotta 	 919-554-8896
Outreach Ministries
Director of Justice and Peace 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St. Francis Feeds 	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Brown Bag Ministry 	 Mailbox	               stfrancisbbm@gmail.com
Oak City Cares	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Catholic Parish Outreach	 Sue Hand 	 919-846-7954
Panera Food Pick Up	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Ronald McDonald House	 Mailbox	   stfrancisrmhministry@gmail.com
Jobs for Life Dinners	 Ellen Ferrone	 ellen.ferrone@gmail.com
Our Lady of Rosary Food Pantry	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Interfaith Food Shuttle	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267

St Francis Serves
Community Garden 	 Pat & Paul Kelly 	 919-413-8833
Curbside Care 	 Lori Piraino	 lpiraino7@gmail.com
Duke Children’s Hospital 	 Joe and Geanie Slifer 	 919-870-6993
Family Promise / WHIN Hosts	 Ron Smith 	 919-455-7786
Gabriel Project 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Migrant Ministry 	 Bruce Cartier  	 bcartier7@gmail.com
Prison Pen Pal 	 Jill Balogh  	  jbalogh@nc.rr.com
R.A.R.E.                      Tom Zimmerman      	 thomaspzimmerman@bellsouth.net
Red Cross Blood Drive 	 Bryan Kozak 	 910-728-9200
Refugee Resettlement	 Aggie Dalton 	 aggiedalton@gmail.com
St Francis Builds / Habitat 	 Diane & Bob Steinbeiser  	 919-846-8026
St Vincent de Paul Ministers	 Cathy Smith 	 419-348-8843
Support Circles            Kat and Ferrel Guilroy 	 ferrel.guillory@gmail.com
Whitaker House	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
St Francis on Mission
International Mission Trips	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Sister Parish - Guatemala 	 Carie Gunnells 	 carie.gunnells@gmail.com
St. Francis Inn, Philadelphia 	 John Budway 	 305-205-5104
St Francis Learns
Catholic Social Teaching	 http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
Care for Creation 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Community Conversations	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Engaging Spiritualty	 Becky Cawley	 847-8205x267
Just Faith 	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270
Justice Theater Project	 http://www.thejusticetheaterproject.org/
Peace Pole Prayer	 Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com
Study Circles	 Trevor Thompson 	 847-8205x270

Staff email: firstname.lastname@stfrancisraleigh.org
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Get Involved!  	 Deb Royals-Mizerk 	 847-8205x222

Parish Life Ministries
Director of Parish Life 	 Kathleen Owen	 847-8205x241
Pastoral Presence Ministries 
Caregivers 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Centering Prayer 	 Alice Stanford 	 919-781-5860
Emmaus Ministers	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
EMs to Abbotswood 	 Anita Misko 	 630-699-0519
EMs to the Homebound 	 Pat Spencer 	 704-608-1678
EMs to the Magnolia Glen 	 Jacob House	 919-449-7634
EMs to the Meadows 	 Andrea McVerry 	 amcverry@yahoo.com
EMs to Rex Hospital 	 Edward Gilmartin	edward.gilmartin@gmail.com
EMs to Springmoor 	 Janice Horner 	 484-949-1417
Prayer Line Ministers	 Pauk Wilson 	 wilsonpf99@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry 	 Cindy Cardello 	 919-846-8825 
	 Dianne Rotunno 	 919-844-7153
Rosary Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
	  
Ministries of Support & Care 
Alzheimer’s/Dementia Caregivers	 Linda Tucker 	 937-478-9537
Caring Casseroles Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Feed the Need Cooks	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
Job Connections Mentors	 Mary Horner 	 610-755-5392
Medical Facility Visitors 	 Sharon Holland 	 hollandbozo@yahoo.com
Transportation to Mass Drivers	 Stephanie Smith 	 919-302-0080
Weekday Volunteer Receptionists	 Toni Hammes 	 847-8205x265
Social Groups  
AAMEN Ministry	 Leon Cooke 	 919-740-7515
Always God’s Children 	 Chuck Small 	 984-204-0012
LGBTQ+ Ministry 	 Jane Paris 	 919-847-7431
Men’s Ministry 	 Norm Tuomi	 norman3722@att.net
	 Ralph Guenther	 rguenther2@nc.rr.com
Young Adults	 fb.me/YoungAdultsofStFrancis
Women’s Ministry 	 Kathleen Owen 	 847-8205x241
50+ Adults Group 	 Angela Azzopardi 	 919-848-1347

St. Francis of Assisi Community Center
Coordinator of Community Center	 Ashley Watson	 847-8205x444
Athletic Programs 	 Mary Arleth	 847-8205x358
Assisi Café	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Parish Events (FrancisFest) 	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Summer Camps (Camp Francis)	 Ashley Watson 	 847-8205x444
Community Organizations
Girl Scouts of USA  	 Melissa O’Connor	 847-8205x296
BSA Scouts:Troop 352 (6th-12th, boys) Mark Priest   scoutmaster352@gmail.com
BSA Scouts:Troop 219 (6th-12th, girls) Scott Cash scoutmaster219tfs@gmail.com
BSA Cub Scouts: Pack 352 (K-5th)   	Rebecca Brooks 
                                                             membershippack352@yahoo.com
Knights of Columbus 	 Bryan Kozak	 gk@kofc9709.org
Secular Franciscan Order 	 Ellen Ferrone	 http://ofscentralnc.org
Faith Formation Ministries
Director of Faith Formation 	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Assisi Scripture Study	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Baptism Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Marriage Ministry	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Confirmation Sponsors	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Children’s Formation Group Leader	 Sarah Bowser 	 847-8205x496
Family & Marriage Enrichment Team 	Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Middle School Formation Group 	 Thomas Bulick 	 847-8205x239
Faith Formation Regist. & Events	 Patti Panizza	 847-8205x237
Youth Ministry Group Leader	 Marisa Ferrara	 847-8205x223
RCIA Team & Sponsors	 Jenn Fiduccia	 847-8205x238
Play and Pray (Sunday Nursery)	 Tara Moore 	 847-8205x489
Young Adults Bible Study Group	 Tim Hetzel 	 847-8205x244
Stewardship Ministries 
Director of Stewardship	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Stewardship Committee	 Deb Royals-Mizerk	 847-8205x222
Way of Francis                                Ben Whitehouse whitehouseben5@gmail.com	
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