
April 6, 2025 - The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi               
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Daily Mass M-F: 9:00am  in the Chapel
Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday | 5:30pm   

Sunday | 7:15 am, 9:00 am (also live streamed), 
11:45 am, and 5:30 pm 
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Click to read moreWebsite / Realm / St. Francis Serves / Prayer Request / Listing of Prayers of the Faithful 
 KBL series / Bulletins / Employment Opportunities / St. Francis TV  / Giving / Feed the Need

 Staff / Advertise in the Bulletin / Franciscan School / Preschool / All Ministries

If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org.

The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi - 11401 Leesville Rd - NC 27613 - Tel: 919-847-8205 

A click away

Click Here to Make Your Pledge
Select St. Francis of Assisi Parish Raleigh 

BAA  Status: How Are We Doing?
	                         St. Francis	   St. Michael          St. Luke’s          
Goal: 		           $522,280	     $456,448             $146,556              
Pledge Total:	          $389,687              $481,781             $136,481              
Percentage of Goal            74.5%                 105.6%                   93%           

Click to watch

This Weekend!

https://dioceseofraleigh.org/bishops-annual-appeal/baa-pledge-payment
mailto:stephenwandrews%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:chris.koehn%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:james.singarayar%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Jim.SabakO.F.M%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:josephita22%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/pope-francis-sends-hope-on-the-world-day-of-peace-2025/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/realm/
https://stfrancisraleigh.galaxydigital.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intentions-and-prayer-requests/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/weekly-mass-prayer-requests-list/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/to-know-to-believe-to-live/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/bulletins/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfFDbyp_U7xOSzaqJ5yuhRQc9eeh0DZOd
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/make-a-donation/
https://stfrancisraleigh.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=8135
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/meet-our-staff/
https://www.franciscanschool.org
https://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/all-ministries/
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/bishops-annual-appeal/baa-pledge-payment
https://conta.cc/4lhYmI7
https://youtu.be/eStcoqs7hs0


2

Employment Opportunities:  
The Franciscan School is seeking a 4th grade teacher for the 2025-26 
academic year. Visit https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/ 
Director of Justice and Peace, Full-time, immediate opening. Visit our 
website for more information: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/

April 1 - June 15 - Recovering Our Soul Connections: A Retreat 
for Women Who Have Been Sexually Abused Begins online April 
1and culminates in an in-person retreat June 12-15, at St. Francis 
Springs Prayer Center, Stoneville, NC. Applications accepted until 
March 1. Email soulconnection366@gmail.com. Click here for the flyer.

April 6, April 13 - Co-Ed Spring Youth Basketball Skills Clinic  
This clinic is designed for players to work on dribbling, passing, rebound-
ing, shooting and defensive drills with Triple Threat Triumph
1st Grade-4th Grade 1:15-2:15pm  /  5th-8th Grade: 2:30-3:30pm
Each Session is $20 or $75.00 for all 4 sessions. Info/Register Here.
Contact Mary Arleth, mary.arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org.

April 5/6 - Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive Volunteers  This 
weekend we need volunteers (families, adults, youth) to collect and load 
a truck with the OLR food donations. Please bring your filled bags with 
you to Mass on the weekend of April 5/6. Click here to sign up to assist. 
Contact Tess Ferrer-Turner, tessferrer89@yahoo.com. 

April 5-6 Join Us for Our Volunteer Celebration!
We are incredibly grateful for our dedicated volunteers and want to 
celebrate all that you do! Join us on Saturday, April 5, at 6:30 PM, or 
on Sunday, April 6, 8:00–9:00 AM or 10:00–11:45 AM  These gather-
ings provide a wonderful opportunity to express our appreciation and 
celebrate together after Mass. We look forward to honoring you! In Fel-
lowship Hall. Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

April 29 - Gospel of John, Part 2 Virtual Study
The Gospel of John is a testament to the divine nature of Jesus, the 
Light of the World. Part Two of our study begins with the final “sign” 
of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, takes readers to the hour of 
Jesus’ glorification in his passion, death, resurrection. 
Contact barbaraefirdlpc@gmail.com.  
Weds AM Session / Tues PM Session   

June 2-July 24 - Youth Summer Volleyball League Registration
Registration is open for Coed League for children of all skill levels - rising 
3rd graders through rising 9th graders. Teams have an hour practice on
Mon. or Wed. Games are held on Thurs. nights. Click here for more 
Information and to Register

April 3 - May 15: Women's Ministry Bible Study: Living in the 
Father's Love  7-8:30pm   “Living in the Father’s Love” is a Women’s 
Catholic Bible Study that guides us to discover God’s unconditional love 
and how the gospels are deeply relevant to our relationship with God. 
Share your Faith Journey with other women in this 6-week study begin-
ning Thursday, April 3rd at 7pm in Anthony Hall- Room 403. Register 
here. Contact Julia Snyder, snyderjules5720@gmail.com. 

May 17 - A Silver Soiree - A Night to Celebrate The Franciscan 
School 7:30-10:00pm. Join us for a special dessert reception on Satur-
day, May 17, as we celebrate 25 years of excellence at The Franciscan 
School. This adults-only reception will bring together fellow parents, 
alumni, and staff, honoring our rich history, incredible journey, and excit-
ing future. Enjoy delicious desserts, great company, and a memorable 
night of celebration. Before the Soiree, there will be a Mass at 5:30 pm 
honoring the 25th Anniversary. All families are welcome to join us as we 
reflect on the school's history and the many blessings we’ve shared over 
the years! Tickets are available for purchase here.

April 6-12 -  Family Promise  Family Promise of the Triangle: Small 
Commitment. Big Impact. Make a difference by helping support the lives 
of families experiencing temporary homelessness. We provide meals 
and groceries for one week while families work towards permanent 
housing. Be part of our next hosting,  April 6 - April 12.
Contact Jim Packard, stfa.fp@gmail.com.

June 16-20, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25  Camp 
Francis Explorers Counselors in Training
An opportunity for teens (rising 9th-12th grade) interested in developing 
leadership skills and working with children. They will work with other 
C.I.T.s and Camp Staff. They are to look at themselves as role models 
for the campers they will be working with. For information and to apply 
Contact Ashley Watson, ashley.watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

April 12-Corral Riding Academy Saturday on the Farm 
1:00-3:30pm CORRAL Riding Academy is a faith-motivated nonprofit 
that serves adolescent girls in high-risk situations through a long-term, 
holistic program of equine therapy and education. Join us as we do 
hands-on projects to support the NEUSE RIVER (Raleigh) campus and 
learn more about CORRAL’s mission and programs! Families welcome! 
Event registration. Contact donna.schwede@gmail.com.

April 30 - Women's Ministry Caring Casseroles Social 
7:00-9:00pm in Fellowship. Join Women's Ministry for an evening of 
fellowship and meal preparation for our Caring Casseroles Ministry.  
Ingredients will be provided with a requested donation at signup. All 
are welcome - a great way to check out our ministry. Click here.

April 29 - Recycling 101, a Webinar with Interfaith Creation 
Care of the Triangle 7:00 – 8:00pm via Zoom in Founder’s Room. 
Join John Wilson, a documentary filmmaker and conservationist from 
Chapel Hill, as he explains how to recycle more effectively.Sponsored 
by ICCT, its Earth Friendly Practices Team, and Orange-Chatham 
Interfaith Care for Creation.
Learn more about the speaker, watch parties here. 

April 13 - Always God's Children
3:30-5:00pm Parents and grandparents of LGBTQ+ children or grand-
children: Looking for a safe place to gather and feel welcome? Consider 
this meeting of Always God’s Children (AGC). This is a confidential 
gathering where we discuss our roles as families with LGBTQ+ people 
in relation to our Catholic faith. Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@
stfrancisraleigh.org.

April 5 and 6 - Curbside Care Ministry Care Packages  
Our Curbside Care Ministry provides care packages you can keep in 
your car to hand out when needed. Pickup from the Welcome Center 
the first full weekend each month. Donate supplies or volunteer with this 
ministry at St. Francis Serves. Contact Alyson Zwerneman, 
Alysonzwerneman@gmail.com.

This Weekend!

April 11 - Lenten Potluck Dinner see page 3
6:30pm after stations. Register here.  Friday night in Clare Fellowship Hall 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/
mailto:soulconnection366%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/womens-retreat-flyer-14.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/athletics/
mailto:mary.arleth%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://stfrancisraleigh.galaxydigital.com/need/?s=1&need_init_id=8257
http://tessferrer89@yahoo.com
mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:barbaraefirdlpc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MWFlZmU4ZTAtMjE1Ny00Yzg4LTkzZDYtYjI5ZjAwY2NkOTdi
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjRlMzhhM2ItZjNkOC00MWRiLTg2NjUtYjI5ZjAwY2U1ZmE3
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/athletics/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/athletics/
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ODQxNDFkOWMtMmI0ZS00YWZjLWE4M2QtYjI5OTAwZWNiNmUw
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ODQxNDFkOWMtMmI0ZS00YWZjLWE4M2QtYjI5OTAwZWNiNmUw
mailto:snyderjules5720%40gmail.com?subject=
https://one.bidpal.net/silversoiree/welcome
mailto:stfa.fp%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ashley.watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/corral-neuse-river-service-days-2024-25-tickets-1000236483247?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:donna.schwede%40gmail.com?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NDkzZWZmMWQtOTAwZC00MjE0LTg4ZWQtYjJhMzAxMGRiZWZh
https://interfaithcreationcare.org/recycling-101/
mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Alysonzwerneman%40gmail.com?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Y2U2YjZhOGUtMGE3YS00MjA4LWE5MmYtYjI4YjAxNTgzZjM0
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Are you New to St. Francis? We warmly 
welcome you to our community! If you have 
any questions or are interested in learning 
more about how to get involved, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Stacey Shine. We 
look forward to connecting with you and 
helping you feel right at home.”

Holy Week: 
A Week to Consider the Whole

Women’s Ministry
The Women’s Ministry at St. Francis offers a space 
where women can gather to deepen our faith, share our 
gifts, lift each other up, and feel valued and loved,” ex-
plains Jess Kelly. “In this space,” she says, “women can 
find a connection in community, a sense of belonging, 
and opportunities to serve others, all while deepening 
our relationship with Christ. We do this by embracing our 
Catholic identity through events, such as ... More

Holy Week and the lead-up to the celebration of Easter are 
all about family and community. As Pastor Chris Koehn 
emphasizes, “A lot of the gifts of Holy Week, that maybe 
all of us as a parish family don’t take advantage of, model 
the idea that ‘Church is always family.’ If your family has 
traditions for that week, that’s where our starting point is.” 
When Father Chris grew up, Holy Week was time off from 
school, and many offices were closed, so it was a time for 
family for him. He remembers that people vacationed that 
week, and he recalls ‘celebrating’ and spending time with 
his family. “For Holy Week,” Father Chris says, “families 
should consider ‘What makes our life blessed?’ More

Dates for Lent Dinners, Stations 
and Evening Prayer. 
Lenten Potluck Dinners - Fellowship Hall - 6:30pm - Friday nights
April 11 - 6:30pm after stations. Register.

Stations of the Cross - Church 6:00pm - Friday nights
April 11, April 18 (7:00pm Outside)
Evening Prayer - Church - 6:30pm Wednesday nights
April 9

Holy Week & Easter Schedule
 
PALM SUNDAY, April 12 & 13
Regular Mass Schedule. 
We will begin all Masses outside in the Memorial Garden
WEDNESDAY, April 16 
6:30pm - Evening Prayer Service
HOLY THURSDAY, April 17
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Reposition in Fellowship Hall until Midnight
11:45pm Night Prayer
GOOD FRIDAY, April 18
9:00am Morning Prayer
3:00pm Passion of the Lord
7:00pm Outside Stations of the Cross
HOLY SATURDAY, April 19
9:00am Morning Prayer
10:00am Easter Food Blessing
8:30pm Easter Vigil
EASTER SUNDAY, April 20
6:00am Sunrise Mass (Memorial Garden)
7:15am Mass (Church)
9:00am Mass (Church & Fellowship Hall)
11:45am Mass (Church & Fellowship Hall)

Raleigh Deanery Lenten Penance Service 
Tue. April 8, 7:00 – 9:00pm 
Holy Name of Jesus, St. Joe, St. Mary and NC State (At HNOJ Cathedral) 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/lent-2025/

Click here to visit the parish website 
for all Lent activities

mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/ministry_spotlight/womens-ministry/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/holy-week-a-week-to-consider-the-whole/
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Y2U2YjZhOGUtMGE3YS00MjA4LWE5MmYtYjI4YjAxNTgzZjM0
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/lent_easter-2025/
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/lent_easter-2025/
http://stfrancisraleigh.org/lent_easter-2025/
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=Y2U2YjZhOGUtMGE3YS00MjA4LWE5MmYtYjI4YjAxNTgzZjM0
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Immigration Assistance Available
If you know families in eastern North Carolina—from Alamance County to the Outer Banks—who need support with immigration matters, 
Catholic Charities Immigration Legal Services is here to help. They provide guidance and assistance with completing and submitting various 
immigration-related processes. For more information or assistance, please encourage them to reach out to Catholic Charities. 
Click here for more information: https://www.catholiccharitiesraleigh.org/immigration/

Stephen Ministry - Stephen Ministers offer prayerful and emotional 
support by listening with their ears and hearts to your concerns. If you 
are in need of a Stephen Minister email stephenministry@stfrancisra-
leigh.org or stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org. or call 919-847-8205x234 
.

Brown Bag Ministry - Help needed as a Brown Bag Ministry coor-
dinator.  Great way to meet the wonderful community of St. Francis 
and serve the senior citizens of Durham.  You would be part of a 4 
person team with a very flexible schedule of once a month. If interested 
contact Karina Miranda at karinamiranda86@yahoo.com.

The St. Francis Prison Pen Pal Ministry has a long legacy of writing, 
sharing and praying with the men on NC’s Death Row and practicing this 
important corporal act of mercy. The friendships that have resulted are 
spiritually enriching and life changing, but we still have several inmate 
requests for pen pals unfilled.  If interested, please email Catherine at 
sfapenpal@gmail.com and click here to read our story. 

Camp Francis - Registration is Open via Realm  
June 16-20, June 23-27, July 7-11, July 14-18, July 21-25
Our popular summer camp, has lots of cool opportunities in 
athletics, science, arts and various enrichment areas! Camps are
half-day or full-day based on age for the 2025-2026 school year. 
(Rising K-Rising 6th grade) Registration Link: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/

Introducing
Tap-to-Give

A Convenient Option for Giving

We’ve introduced a convenient option for those who prefer to 
use a credit card for contributing to offertory as the basket is 
passed around during Mass. Click here to learn more.

Introducing

https://www.catholiccharitiesraleigh.org/immigration/
https://www.catholiccharitiesraleigh.org/immigration/
http://www.greenerlent.org
mailto:stephenministry%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:stephenministry%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:karinamiranda86%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.ignitedbytruth.org
mailto:sfapenpal%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/for-the-lord-heareth-the-poor-and-despiseth-not-his-prisoners-psalm-6933/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/
https://youtu.be/TW3_ptampig
https://youtu.be/TW3_ptampig
https://midtownfarmers.com/
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Advertise in the Parish Bulletin

Click here for ad rates and to advertise in the parish bulletin. 
Questions, contact Diogenes Ruiz, diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Take advantage of this opportunity to showcase your business in front of our many parishioners and 
thank you for helping to support our parish through the bulletin ad program. 

Fashion and Accessories

&

During Wednesday’s community Mass, 
Fr. Chris highlighted Fr. Joseph’s 
birthday which was on Wednesday. The 
Mass was celebrated in Spanish and 
English and two TFS students helped 
Fr. Chris with his homily as Fr. Joseph 
was seated on the steps to the altar. 
It was a wonderful celebration of the 
Eucharist and Fr. Joseph’s birthday.

He’s really 
141 not 41

He looks so 
young! It’s a 

miracle!

Happy Birthday, Fr. Joseph!

https://getbodylase.com/lp-st-francis-ad/
https://www.juicethatbrand.com
https://www.tastefully-served.com
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
mailto:diogenes.ruiz%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.sierrasocks.com/
https://wearsierra.com/
https://www.ncmasterchorale.org/

