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November 17, 2024 

 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
What a blessed day in the life of our Diocese as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Catholic faith being lived and proclaimed in Eastern North Carolina!  
 
I am so thankful that God called me to Raleigh and allowed me to serve as your Bishop. Today, 
as we gather together for our Centennial Sunday celebration, we give thanks to God for the 
precious gift of our faith and, in a special way, for the blessings He has bestowed upon us 
throughout these 100 years.  
 
We remember the beloved priests, family members and friends who have served and pray for 
their eternal peace. We honor all those who built, in stone and in spirit, the foundations our 
Church and those who continue to strengthen and sustain its work in our diocese. I also offer 
sincere thanks to my current, brother priests, and to all of you for the countless ways you 
support and assist them. 
 
On this anniversary, let us do as Jesus commands in today’s Gospel to, “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”  
 
Let us rededicate ourselves to reaching out in love to those who used to come to Church but are 
unable to now due to physical limitations; to those who have become lukewarm in their faith or 
have alienated themselves from the Church; and especially to those who cannot defend or 
protect themselves, most especially the unborn. Like so many before us over these past 100 
years, we may not always witness the immediate and visible results of our faithful prayers but 
we are assured that the Lord is with us, “always, until the end of the age.” 
 
Under the patronage of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception may our Lord Jesus continue 
to bless us and protect us always. 
    
          In Christ, 

 
      † Luis Rafael Zarama, J.C.L. 
            Bishop of Raleigh 
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This Weekend
Annual Fair Trade Market!

Explore and join our 11 vendor 
tables in Fellowship Hall after Mass! 

This Weekend
Annual Fair Trade Market!

Explore and join our 11 vendor 
tables in Fellowship Hall after Mass! 

Click here to read about the 100th anniversary of the 
Diocese of Raleigh, let us briefly walk through the rich 

history of our mission diocese

See page 4
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Celebrate 100 Years and Win the 
Ultimate Deanery Experience!
JOIN THE CENTENNIAL RAFFLE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN EXCLUSIVE TRIPS FROM 

ACROSS OUR DIOCESE AND EXPERIENCE THE BEST EACH DEANERY HAS TO OFFER. 
EACH PRIZE PACKAGE INCLUDES TOP-NOTCH ACCOMMODATIONS, 

DINING, AND UNFORGETTABLE ACTIVITIES.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.CATHOLICCHARITIESRALEIGH.ORG/CENTENNIAL-SUNDAY-RAFFLE 
FOR ALL 8 PRIZE DETAILS AND TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS! 

TICKET SALES WILL GO LIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2024. 
$10/TICKET OR 3 FOR $20. 

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR ANY UPDATES!
WINNERS WILL BE DRAWN ON DECEMBER 12, 2024 

raffle
1OO
centennial
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Employment Opportunities:  
Aftershool Staff 
See our website: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/ 
Contact Trish Adamkowski, trish.adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org

November 21 - Coffee with Chris 9:40am. Join us Thursday, 
for Coffee with Fr. Chris in Padua. It will be a time to visit with fellow pa-
rishioners and Fr. Chris to celebrate as we continue to walk this journey 
of faith together as a community dedicated to our Franciscan heritage. 
Contact stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

November 24 - Coffee and Donuts 10:00am
Join us for coffee and donuts in Fellowship Hall after the 9am Mass. It 
will be a time to visit with fellow parishioners to celebrate as we continue 
to walk this journey of faith together as a community dedicated to our 
Franciscan heritage. Contact stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

December 1, Advent Retreat: What Am I Longing For?
Advent is a time to listen to the longings planted by God in our hearts, 
inspiring us to build the Reign of God today, preparing for the Second 
Coming of Christ. Join us for an Advent Retreat on Sunday, 
Dec. 1 (1-5PM, Founders Room) led by Jay Landry. Register Here.

December 13 - Christmas at Duke Children’s Hospital! 
8:30am-2:00pm. ELVES NEEDED! Join Mr. & Mrs. Claus at Duke 
Children’s Hospital as they organize and provide gifts to youth patients! 
Help wrap presents, walk children to Santa, and help kids select a 
holiday gift! We will be located in the front lobby area of the hospital. 
Elf Costumes encouraged! Contact Email 
javon.hansknecht@stfrancisraleigh.org.

November 16-17 Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
Please Drop your Bags of Donations to the Truck before and after 
masses! We need: rice and maseca flour, dried beans, canned toma-
toes/vegetables, canned fruit (no fruit cocktail), macaroni & cheese, 
canned meat, peanut butter & jelly, dry soup packages, juice, oatmeal 
or dry cereal, diapers (all sizes). Contact tessferrer89@yahoo.com.

November 21 - Frozen Turkey Drive 7:30-12:00pm. We will be 
collecting frozen turkeys to benefit Passage Home. Please bring your 
turkey to the Community Center parking lot, where a volunteer dressed 
in silly Turkey hats will pick it up right from your car! Thank you for your 
generous donations. Contact ashley.watson@stfrancisraleihg.org. Pg 4

November 17 - Young Adult Bonfire Social Join peers in their 20s 
and 30s for a cozy, fall bonfire social! Partake in hot chocolate and 
sweet and savory s’mores, as well as an introduction to the Rosary as a 
group. Located at the Labyrinth behind the Community Center. 
Register on Instagram. Contact Michelle Kaiser, mmk4894@yahoo.com.

December 9 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary In the church - Holy day of obligation, 9:00am, 
11:45am, 7:00pm, also streamed. 

December 8 - Adult Listening Session 
10:00am-11:10am. How is God calling you to hope in this Advent 
season? Join us on Sunday, December 8th at 10:15 am for a “Listening 
Session” in which we reflect on this question in light of the Gospel and 
listen to the Holy Spirit‘s voice through one another. Register here. 
Contact Jay Landry, jay.landry@stfrancisraleigh.org.

December 1 - Young Adult Advent Small Groups
Join peers in diving deeper into the season of Advent. In small groups, 
we’ll reflect upon God’s presence coming to earth in Jesus’ birth, as 
well as in our everyday lives. Please register here at the provided link or 
contact Michelle at mmk4894@yahoo.com by November 27th.

November 17-23: Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week
Did you know, in Wake County, nearly 10% of people face food insecu-
rity and over 785 households experience homelessness? Justice and 
Peace invites you to be the face, hands, and hearts of Christ to these 
neighbors with one of our ministries. See the parish website and signup 
on St.FrancisServes. Contact casey.slock@stfrancisraleigh.org.

November 23 RCIA Announcement 5:30-6:30pm. RCIA Update: 
Dana Dorroh and Jane Wentlent, baptized candidates from other Chris-
tian Churches will be received into the full communion of the Catholic 
Church on Saturday, Nov. 23, 5:30 pm Mass through a Profession of 
Faith, Confirmation, and First Eucharist. Please pray for them and join us 
for this celebration. Contact jay.landry@stfrancisraleigh.org.

December 13 Crèches, Carols, Cookies Join us for a magical 
evening on Friday, December 13th, at 6:30 pm! Start in the Church with 
live music, then head to Fellowship Hall to see an extraordinary display of 
Fr. Jim Sabak’s Crèches. This enchanting event is perfect for ALL ages 
and continues all weekend after each Mass. No registration needed—just 
bring your holiday spirit! Contact Email stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

December 4 - Lord of the Harvest Healing Ministry - Advent Pot-
luck Dinner Party 6:30-8:30pm. Lord of the Harvest Healing Ministry - 
Advent Potluck Dinner Party 6:30 – 8:30. Join us for a night of friendship, 
music, food and fun. Bring a dish or non-alcoholic drink to share. All are 
welcome. RSVP Maureen Costello at sentout72@gmail.com.

December 11 Women's Ministry Christmas Music BINGO 
7:00-9:00pm. Celebrate the spirit of the season at the Women’s Ministry 
Cookie Exchange and Social on 12/11, 7:00-9:00pm! Exchanging cookies 
is optional. Bring the number of cookies that you’d like to go home with 
(split into bags of 6). We will play Christmas Music BINGO, too! Register 
via Realm. Contact Jackie Schroeder, Schroederjackie@gmail.com.

November 20: 50+ Adult Group Potluck Lunch 11:30am. 
Join us in Clare Fellowship Hall. if last names starts with, then bring: 
A thru C = Main Dish, D thru L= Salad/Side Dish, 
M thru Z =Dessert/Bread. Coffee, soda and water will be provided.
Contact Pat Spencer, spencer1334@bellsouth.net.

Nov 18 - Dec 10: Advent Giving Trees - see page 3

Nov 18 - Altar Server Training  Monday at 5:00pm - see page 4
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Are you New to St. Francis? We warmly 
welcome you to our community! If you have 
any questions or are interested in learning 
more about how to get involved, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out to Stacey Shine. We look 
forward to connecting with you and helping 
you feel right at home.”

At St. Francis, as part of the Pastoral Care Ministries, Kath-
leen Boaté coordinates the Alzheimer’s / Dementia Caregiver 
Support Group. Kathleen believes it is essential to highlight this 
group for Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, “It is so important we 
reach as many people as possible because if people don’t need 
us today, someday they might or know of someone who could 
benefit from our group.” “The Alzheimer’s/Dementia caregiver 
support group is a passion of mine,” she says. “I am a retired 
Executive Director of Assisted Living and Memory Care Com-
munities and a Dementia Specialist from the Alzheimer’s Foun-
dation.” The challenge of being a caregiver has been   More...

Ministry Spotlight: Oak City Cares

The Oak City Cares ministry at St. Francis couldn’t 
assist in a more aptly named cause. Oak City Cares is a 
community organization named after the City of Raleigh’s 
nickname, and what it does is care for those in need. As 
St. Francis of Assisi Oak City Cares ministry volunteer Ann 
Lassiter said, “It is a hub for those experiencing homeless-
ness. They provide breakfast, lunch, and dinner on the 
weekend, and different community organizations serve 
them.” Our ministry at the parish specifically provides   
More...

Alzheimer’s Awareness 
and Caregiver Support

Nov 18-Dec 10: Advent Giving Trees
Share the spirit of the Christmas season with families in 
need by supporting the St. Francis of Assisi Advent Giv-
ing Tree. Our primary recipients are organizations in the 
community that work directly with people in need. There 
are 2 ways you can support the Advent Giving Tree.
1. Take a paper ornament from the trees located in the 
Community Center and the  Welcome Center and follow 
the instructions on the ornament for when to return the 
gift. Return gift by the date on the tag (or if no date then 
please return by December 9th) to:
Community Center Lobby: Monday-Friday from 8am-
2:30pm thru December 6th  OR In the Welcome Center: 
Before or after Mass on the weekends and during the 
week from November 18-December 9.
Community organizations whose families are included 
on our tree this year include Catholic Parish Outreach, 
Hispanic Family Center, Duke Children’s Hospital, Emily 
K Center, Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Passage 
Home, St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia. Parish ministries 
that benefit include Prayer Shawl, Feed the Need, St. 
Francis Brown Bag Ministry, and Oak City Cares.
2. Make a Financial donation thru Faith Direct. 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/NC674/40890
The following organizations will be beneficiaries of our 
financial donations this year: Helen Wright Center, Ron-
ald McDonald House in Durham, Helene Foundation, St. 
Vincent de Paul Ministry.

Contact Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org

mailto:stacey.shine%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/alzheimers-awareness-and-caregiver-support/
http://The Oak City Cares mihttps://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/ministry_spotlight/oak-city-cares/nistry at St. Francis couldn’t assist in a more aptly named cause. Oak City Cares is a community organization named after the City of Raleigh’s nickname, and what it does is care for those in need. As St. Francis of Assisi Oak City Cares ministry volunteer Ann Lassiter said, “It is a hub for those experiencing homelessness. They provide breakfast, lunch, and dinner on the weekend, and different community organizations serve them.” Our ministry at the parish specifically provides breakfast 18 times a year. Parishioners donate and prepare food, including eggs, water, fruit, and granola bars, and the parish provides biscuits. Ministry volunteers make and serve it to the patrons at Oak City to take away or sit and eat there.
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/NC674/40890
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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St. Vincent dePaul helps people in need. Hear about 
how volunteers prevent the loss of Section 8 vouchers 
that enable the working poor to afford their rent in these 
challenging times.  https://youtu.be/HylogrlEk5o

Visit the SVdP website. 
Contact Cathy Smith, smithtcr@gmail.com.

Mary       Ashley      Shannon
So here’s to the ladies, with turkey-filled cheer,

They’ll save Thanksgiving—don’t give them a sneer!
Though they might have a feather or two in their hair,

They’re keeping the feast alive, and showing they care!

We have exceeded our BAA goal.  We do not have data 
for November, last year, but we are running under last 
year’s totals. The following are the BAA totals for our 
Parish as reported by the Diocese: 

Bishop’s Ammual Appeal Update

Celebrate 100 Years and Win the 
Ultimate Deanery Experience!
JOIN THE CENTENNIAL RAFFLE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN EXCLUSIVE TRIPS FROM 

ACROSS OUR DIOCESE AND EXPERIENCE THE BEST EACH DEANERY HAS TO OFFER. 
EACH PRIZE PACKAGE INCLUDES TOP-NOTCH ACCOMMODATIONS, 

DINING, AND UNFORGETTABLE ACTIVITIES.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.CATHOLICCHARITIESRALEIGH.ORG/CENTENNIAL-SUNDAY-RAFFLE 
FOR ALL 8 PRIZE DETAILS AND TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS! 

TICKET SALES WILL GO LIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2024. 
$10/TICKET OR 3 FOR $20. 

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR ANY UPDATES!
WINNERS WILL BE DRAWN ON DECEMBER 12, 2024 

raffle
1OO
centennial

https://stfrancissvdp.org/blog/
https://youtu.be/HylogrlEk5o
https://stfrancissvdp.org/
mailto:smithtcr%40gmail.com?subject=
https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/sf-001C000001CaA2oIAF/events/vevt:d46394ea-044b-46b4-a455-950f4e91c854/home/story
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Advertise in the Parish Bulletin

Your Ad Here
Free thru 12/31

We’ve recently installed a “Tap to Give” system at St. Francis for those 
who like the convenience of using their credit card to give to the 
Offertory. It’s easy - just tap your credit card on the amount you would 
like to give. You can “tap to give” anytime not just after Mass. 
Try it out and let us know what you think.  

Click here for ad rates and to 
advertise in the parish bulletin. 

Questions, contact Diogenes Ruiz,
diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Take advantage of this opportunity to 
showcase your business in front of our 
many parishioners and thank you for 
helping to support our parish through 
the bulletin ad program. 

Tap to Give AnytimeTap to Give Anytime

Fashion and Accessories

Shop for the Holidays

15% Off Code: “Francis”

&

https://getbodylase.com/lp-st-francis-ad/
https://www.juicethatbrand.com
https://www.tastefully-served.com
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://umsteadrealtyllc.com/index.php/diogenes-ruiz/
https://www.ncmasterchorale.org/2024-2025-season
http://www.groundedincompassion.org
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
https://form.jotform.com/223065783842158
mailto:diogenes.ruiz%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.sierrasocks.com/
https://wearsierra.com/

