
May 19, 2024                Daily Mass M-F: 9:00am  in the Chapel
Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday | 5:30pm   

Sunday | 7:15 am, 9:00 am (also live streamed), 11:45 am, and 5:30 pm Pentecost Sunday

If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org.
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Please Click Here to Give

Scan the QR code to give

To learn about all our giving options, click here.

Note:  As we are now reporting monthly totals, the above table will be updated and pub-
lished once a month.  If you have any questions about the finances of the Parish, please 
feel free to contact Rob Neppel. Please note we have Text-To-Give and QR Code options 
for people who would like to make a one-time donation to the Church. Your support is 
appreciated by the ministries that serve our community. Thank You.

Text-to-Give: From your smartphone screen, 
create a new message. Click the “To:” field 
and enter 919-629-1199.Enter the dollar 
amount then tap the link to complete your 
gift. Register your credit/debit card.

May 18-19  Wear Red on Pentecost week-
end! All are invited to wear RED at all Masses 
on Pentecost weekend as we celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit! Contact Kathy Sales, 
kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 18 - Corral Riding Academy Saturday 
on the Farm 9:30am-12:00pm. CORRAL Riding 
Academy is a faith-motivated nonprofit serving 
adolescent girls in high-risk situations through 
a long-term, holistic program of equine therapy 
and education. Join us for hands-on projects to 
support the Kildaire campus, learn more about 
CORRAL’s mission and programs! Families wel-
come! Register here. Contact Donna Schwede, 
donna.schwede@gmail.com.

May 19 - Always God’s Children
3:30-5:00pm. A confidential setting for those 
who identify as LGBTQ+, along with family and 
friends. This gathering provides a safe place to 
pray together, share our experiences, and talk 
over our concerns. Contact Stacey Shine at 
Stacey.Shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Healthy organizations are known 
for having a vision and concrete 
steps to implement this vision. 
The same is true for a parish. 

Over the past year, several people have been 
working together to develop a five-year pastoral 
plan for our faith community. The final draft of the 
plan was completed earlier this month and was 
recently presented to the parish staff and the five 
collegial bodies that advise our parish leadership 
for its well-being (i.e., Pastoral Council, Finance 
Council, School Advisory Council, Preschool 
Advisory Council, and Youth Advisory Council). 
A few tweaks to the plan will be made based on 
input from these various groups and a process 
finalized for the implementation and oversight of 
the plan over its five-year life will be completed 
by the end of May.
Because the plan was just completed, well after 
budgets have been established for the new fiscal 
year that starts on July 1, and because there is 
a need for several groups of parishioners to be 
established and come together to brainstorm ac-
tions that will facilitate the accomplishment of this 
plan, the Pastoral Plan will begin on July 1, 2025 
and will conclude on June 30, 2030. This will 
allow for planning and budgeting goals to be met 
during the coming fiscal year that starts July 1.
Over the next few weeks, I will be presenting the 
plan to you. If you find something in this plan that 
is of interest to you, please let Kathy Sales or 
Diogenes Ruiz, both on our staff, know of your 
interest so they may connect you to the appro-
priate person(s) who will serve as convener(s) 
of your interest area. Groups will be identified 
between July 1-August 31.

A 5-YEAR PASTORAL PLAN FOR OUR PARISH COMMUNITY, PART I:
I am very grateful for the generosity of those 
who helped develop this plan. They are: Jacob 
House, Mae Villanueva, Pete Russo, Kate 
Shiring, Shawn Tenace, John Price, Eyram Klu, 
Melissa Yeazel, Micah Slusser, Mike McGrail, 
Kathy Sales, and Diogenes Ruiz. The process 
involved over 50 hours of prayer, dialogue, and 
discernment, and I believe the plan the group 
developed is an excellent one.
The Pastoral Plan has three priorities which 
will be described over the next three weeks’ 
Pastors Comments. Today I would like to look 
at the three overarching statements that set the 
direction for the plan. The Purpose Statement 
describes why we exist, an important overarch-
ing statement. Our purpose is: We exist as a 
faith community to discover and celebrate 
Jesus Christ so we may joyfully serve Him 
by authentically encountering, sharing, and 
building the Reign of God.
The second overarching statement is our Vision 
Statement. This guides our purpose and plan. 
Our vision is: To awaken in every heart the 
desire for the Lord and the care of all God’s 
creation in a community formed by the 
Word of God, sacraments, and one another.
The final overarching statement is our Mission 
Statement. This guides how we are to exist 
and fulfill our purpose. Our mission is: Engage 
with a faith community that supports you. 
Encounter the God who loves you. Serve 
and transform the world that needs you.

-Fr. Michael

Funerals at St. Francis
Would you like to be notified in 
advance of upcoming funerals at St. 
Francis? If so, please contact Joan 
Port, joankport@gmail.com and include 
“Funeral Notices” in the subject line.
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If you can’t access information through the hyperlink because you do not use the internet, please call the office to get information. (919) 847-8205

Parishioner Owned Businesses Ad Page
Support our local parishioner-owned businesses
To advertise email: diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org 
Link: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/parishioner-businesses/ 

Employment Opportunities:  
Preschool Teacher Assistant (Part-time) – two-year old classrooms
Preschool Before and After school program workers
Middle School Formation Coordinator See our website: 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/ 
Contact Trish Adamkowski, trish.adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org
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June 17 - 21 Mercy Camp
8:00am-3:00pm . Rising 6th – 9th graders! Come join us for Mercy Camp! 

July 8 - 12  Mission Mercy
8:30am-9:00pm. Rising 10th graders through College Freshmen! 
Join us for Mission Mercy! 
For more information and to register for Mercy Camp or Mission Mercy 
visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/service-camps/ 
Contact Becky Cawley, becky,cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

June 10-14, June 17-21, July 8-12, July 15-19, July 22-26 
Camp Francis is our popular summer camp, and has lots of cool 
opportunities in athletics, technologies, arts and various enrichment 
areas! Camps are half day or full day based on age for the 2024-2025 
school year. (Rising K-Rising 8th grade) Contact Ashley Watson, Ashley.
Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org Contact Phone 919-847-8205 ext. 444 
Registration Link: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/

Camp Francis Explorers Counselors in Training
An opportunity for teens (rising 9th-12th grade) interested in developing 
leadership skills and working with children. They will work with other 
C.I.T.s and Camp Staff. They are to look at themselves as role models for 
the campers they will be working with. For information and to apply.
Contact Ashley Watson, Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.  

June 1- July 28: Summer Men’s 18+ Adult Basketball League
This is open to Men age 18 or older. Registration is TEAM BASED. 
Players will form their own teams and submit a team registration. There 
will also be the ability to register as a free agent. Games will be held on 
Saturdays and Sundays in June and July. Info and registration. 
Contact Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

New Ministry Interest We are looking to create a new ministry 
involving our special need members in our community and their 
families. This ministry would give them meaningful opportunities 
for socialization through prayerful interaction and service within the 
community, If interested please contact Scott Pias 
at scotttail@icloud.com or 337-526-6420.

June 2 and 5 - Lector Formation and Training  All lectors and those 
interested in becoming a lector are strongly encouraged to attend one of 
the upcoming formation and re-training sessions held on Sunday, June 
2 from 10:15a-12:15p or Wednesday, June 5 from 6:30p-8:30p. Registra-
tion via Realm: Sunday, June 2nd or Wednesday, June 5th.  Please con-
tact Kathy Sales, kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org. 919-847-8205x488

June 6 - Daily Mass Coffee Connections! Join us Thursday, June 6 
at 9:45am for Coffee after daily Mass in Padua. It will be a time to visit 
with fellow parishioners to celebrate as we continue to walk this journey 
of faith together as a community dedicated to our Franciscan heritage.
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

June 6 - Women's Ministry Happy Hour at Zinc House
6:30-8:30pm. Women’s Ministry Summer Happy Hour Thursday June 
6th, 6:30-8:30pm at ZincHouse Winery & Brewery (6225 Wake Forest 
Hwy, Durham). We’ll provide light fare, fellowship and fun! Beverages 
and an on site food truck for purchase. We’ll scope a spot, weather and 
space dependent; find us at the green balloons. Register here.

May 30 - Music Ministry Concert 7:00-8:30pm
Join us in the church as we celebrate another great year of liturgical 
music at St. Francis. Featuring our children and adult choirs.
Contact jim.wahl@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 28 - Journey with Jesus in Mark 
Join us for “Journey with Jesus in Mark,” a Discipleship Study of Mark’s 
Gospel to encounter Jesus, experience his love, and hear his call to 
follow him by practicing the discipleship habits reading and praying 
with Scripture. Tuesdays, starting May 28-July 23 at 
morning session (10-11:30am) or evening session (7–8:30pm). 
Contact Jay Landry jay.landry@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

June 9 - Fr. Jim's 25th Anniversary 
Fr. Jim’s 25th Anniversary: Join us on Sunday, June 9 between 10am-
11:45am in Clare Fellowship Hall to celebrate Fr. Jim’s 25th Anniversary 
of his ordination. If you would like to volunteer to bring food, please scan 
the QR code or link here. Contact stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Low Gluten hosts available at all Masses beginning June 1/2 
Currently, Low Gluten hosts are available for those with a gluten intoler-
ance to receive the Body of Christ with prior check-in with a hospitality 
coordinator. Beginning in June, you will not need to check in with a litur-
gical minister as we have a new vessel to safely use for low gluten hosts.  
Please process in the priest’s line for communion and indicate that you 
require a low gluten host. Questions?  Kathy.Sales@stfrancisraleigh.org

June 1  - Spaghetti Dinner hosted by Knights of Columbus 
6:40pm. Following 5:30 pm mass in Fellowship Hall. Spaghetti dinner 
includes salad, bread, dessert, and drink. Pre-pay for best value $10 
per person/$35 family (household); after May 30th $12 pp/$45 family. 
Limited walk-up availability. Purchase online! Contact Wes Evans, 
weforevergreen@gmail.com

June 1  - Cong Le Presides At His First 
Mass at the 5:30pm Mass  
You’re also invited to Cong Le’s Ordination, 
June 1 at 10:00am at Holy Name of Jesus 
Cathedral.

Click to watch video
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Click to view - 1 min.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Liliana Palermo
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Mornings Evenings

Click to 
watch video

Click here for volunteer ministry and 
service, St. Francis Serves.

Contact Dina DaRe at 
dina.dare@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Need help getting started? Click here.

Explore all the 
Volunteer Opportunities 

at St. Francis through  St. Francis Serves

Click to watch 
1-min video

Volunteer Spotlight: Rich Wessel

Parents of small children can sometimes find it challenging to 
keep their children busy and engaged during Mass. Parents 
want their children to be immersed with them in the faith at 
an early age, but it can be challenging for children. Asking 
a young child to sit quietly for an hour while adults talk at an 
adult level, distractions can come quickly, especially since 
there is so much cool stuff up there on the altar; why not make 
a run for it? More...

Cross Stepping Into The Faith May marks Mental Health Awareness Month
“When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found 
them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.” (Luke 22:45)

The United States Conference of Bishops offered this 
Novena for Mental Health to help us respond in solidarity 
with those suffering from mental health challenges and 
those who care for them through prayer and reflection.

https://www.usccb.org/mental-health-novena#tab--day-1-%E2%80%93-
removing-stigmas
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