May 5, 2024

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Daily Mass M-F: 9:00am in the Chapel
Weekend Mass Times: Saturday | 5:30pm

Sunday | 7:15 am, 9:00 am (also live streamed), 11:45 am, and 5:30 pm

On March 25th, the Dicastery
for the Doctrine of the Faith

=4 issued a declaration on human
dignity entitled, Dignitas Infinita.
It was signed by Pope Francis, so it enters our
Church’s ordinary teaching. If you would like to
read the document, please use this link to the
Vatican website:

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/
bollettino/pubblico/2024/04/08/240408¢.html

Last week | looked at the overarching premise
of the document: the infinite dignity (dignitas
infinita) of everyone, something Pope Francis
teaches us is our essential worldview as Cath-
olic Christians. This indeed is the heart of the
document.

The second half of the document focuses on nu-
merous examples of doctrine that generally fall
into the category of Catholic social teaching and
which the Church wants to use as examples in
its application of human dignity. Catholic Social
Teaching (CST) offers a way of thinking, being,
and seeing the world. It consists of an interrelat-
ed body of Catholic social thought and principles
which can be used to reflect on and guide how
we relate to one another in our local and global
communities. In the aggregate, CST presents

a diversity of teachings that often confound us

in some way. In other words, there will likely be
some aspect of CST that nearly everyone will
struggle to embrace. Understanding why this
might be is useful so we might appreciate the

DOCUMENT ON HUMAN DIGNITY FROM POPE FRANCIS, PART I:

source of the dissonance and grow in
understanding, and possible acceptance, of
a teaching with which we might initially find
ourselves disagreeing.

What might be the source of our consternation?
There may be many sources, but | have found
one of the primary ones to be our philosoph-

ical worldview. Philosophy is the study of the
fundamental nature of knowledge, reality, and
existence. In the West, it is generally understood
that there are four major schools of philosoph-
ical thought: ancient, medieval, modern, and
contemporary. These schools of thought on how
we come to know something and interpret reality
and existence shape the way we find meaning

in our lives, personally, socially, societally, and
politically.

Why am | giving you a philosophy class?
Because the way we make meaning in our lives
impacts the way we define and interpret reality
and our existence. For most of us, the principles
of philosophy that influence our meaning-mak-
ing largely operate in the recesses of our minds.
In theology, the principles of philosophy are
used to articulate the belief being expressed in
the theology but may not always be understood,
especially for people living in a different philo-
sophical worldview than is being used to explain
the theology.

One example will suffice to set the context for
the next articles on this document. Medieval
Western philosophy, the basis of much Catholic

Continue on page 3

May 4-5 Curhside Care Ministry Care
Packages Our Curbside Care Ministry provides
Care packages you can keep in your car to hand
out when needed. Pickup from the Stewardship
Center the first full weekend each month. Donate
supplies or volunteer with this ministry at St.
Francis serves. Contact Alyson Zwerneman,
alysonzwerneman@gmail.com.

May 5 - Why Faith? Adult and Family
Formation Join us on Sunday, May 5 at 10:15am
in Founders Room. What do Laudato Si, the 5
R’s, and Oklahoma oil wells have in common?
Find out at Why Faith - Adult & Family Formation.
(Hint; You will learn more about our call to care
for creation.) NO Registration required. Contact
Jay Landry, jay.landry@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 6 - Prison Pen Pal meeting

Please join the Prison Pen Pal Ministry on May
6th at 7pm in the Anthony Conference Room to
share, learn and pray about this important
corporal act of mercy. For questions, please
contact Ellen Zaytoun, sfapenpal@gmail.com
or click here for a preview.

May 11- Women’s Ministry Nature Immer-
sion and Hike 9:00-11:30am. Join Women'’s
Ministry for a nature immersion experience, also
known as an “awe walk,” where we will connect
with God through nature and one another. Par-
ticipants are welcome to stay after for a hike and
some fellowship. Register in Realm. Contact
sfa.womens.ministry@gmail.com for more
information. Register here.

Week 44 Collection April Faith Direct

2023-2024 $24,135.50 $204,241.37
2022-2023 $23,311.50 $203,852.74
Difference $824.00 $388.63
% Increase 3.5% 0.2%

Current Projected Shortfall:

2023-2024 Fiscal Year Offertory Status

Yearto Date  Year End Total (6/30)
$3,510,725.86  $4,196,509.05 '24 Plan
$3,441,953.01  $4,036,294.79 '23 Actual

$68,772.85 $160,214.26
2.0% 4.0%
$79,566.01  $4,116,943.04 '24 Projected

Interesting Financial Factoid: Did you know that on July 1st, the start of our new fiscal
year, 88% of the Church and School budget are already locked in for the year

(Liturgy, Salaries, Benefits, Utilities, Taxes, Insurance, Maintenance, and Assessments).
There is very little discretionary spending in our budgets.

Please note we have Text-To-Give and QR Code options for people who would like to
make a one-time donation to the Church. Your support is appreciated by the ministries
that serve our community. Thank You. Please Click Here to Give
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Scan the QR code to give

Text-to-Give: From your smartphone screen,
create a new message. Click the “To:” field
and enter 919-629-1199.Enter the dollar
amount then tap the link to complete your
gift. Register your credit/debit card.

To learn about all our giving options, click here.

A click away @ If you are receiving a paper copy, visit the parish website at www.stfrancisraleigh.org
L
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May 6 - June 24: Faith and Poverty: A Biblical Response

Explore God’s call as we seek to answer;

1. What tools does my Catholic faith have to offer regarding huge
questions around poverty and injustice?

2. In light of poverty and other forms of human suffering, what is the
Good News of the Gospel?

“Faith and Poverty: A Biblical Response” groups will meet for two
hours weekly, for eight weeks total, in a group of 8 to 15 people. You
are invited to a lively and challenging process of spiritual transformation
through prayer, discussion, books, videos, a retreat, and immersion. Al

groups will run from the week of May 6 through the week of June 24.

Click a link below to join its Realm group!
Tuesdays, 7pm-9pm [virtual] ~ Thursdays. 1pm-3pm [virtual]

In-person groups will meet on our parish campus. All participants
will be responsible for purchasing their own program books.

June 1- July 28: Summer Men’s 18+ Adult Baskethall League
This is open to Men age 18 or older. Registration is TEAM BASED.
Players will form their own teams and submit a team registration. There
will also be the ability to register as a free agent. Games will be held on
Saturdays and Sundays in June and July. Info and registration.

Contact Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org.

June 2 and 5 - Lector Formation and Training Al lectors and those
interested in becoming a lector are strongly encouraged to attend one of
the upcoming formation and re-training sessions held on Sunday, June
2 from 10:15a-12:15p or Wednesday, June 5 from 6:30p-8:30p. Registra-
tion via Realm: Sunday, June 2nd or Wednesday, June 5th. Please con-
tact Kathy Sales, kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org. 919-847-8205x488

May 18 - The 26th Annual NC March for Life, 12:30-3:50pm. Join oth-
er pro-life groups and individuals for the NC Right to Life Rally & March
for Life this May! The youth rally begins at 12:45pm, then the main rally at
1:30pm, followed by the march afterwards. The starting location is Halifax
Mall, the grassy area behind the NC General Assembly Building. Click
here for more info. Contact info@ncrtl.org.

June 3-July 25: Youth Volleyhall League Registration.
Registration is open for Coed League for children of all skill levels - rising
3rd graders through rising 9th graders. Teams have an hour practice on
Mon. or Wed. Games are held on Thurs. nights. For more Information
and to Register: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/athletics/

Contact: Mary.Arleth@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 11-12 Blessing of all in a Motherly Role

Please join us at all Masses next weekend for a special blessing for
moms, stepmothers, moms-to-be, godmothers, grandmothers, and
those who have been in a motherly role in our lives. Contact Kathy

Sales, kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org.

June 6 - Daily Mass Coffee Connections! Join us Thursday, June 6
at 9:45am for Coffee after daily Mass in Padua. It will be a time to visit
with fellow parishioners to celebrate as we continue to walk this journey
of faith together as a community dedicated to our Franciscan heritage.
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 11-12 & May 18-19 Memorial Day Mass - Roll Gall for
Deceased Ueterans The Knights of Columbus will be collecting
names for an Honor Roll of deceased veterans before and after Mass.
Please share the names of your loved ones who served in the military
and have since passed. Veterans will be remembered at the Memorial
Day Mass, May 27, at 9:00am Register here. Contact Mike Wrzesien,
wrzesien1963@gmail.com.

May 16 - Daily Mass Coffee Connections! Join us Thursday, May 16
at 9:45am for Coffee after daily Mass in Padua. It will be a time to visit
with fellow parishioners to celebrate as we continue to walk this journey
of faith together as a community dedicated to our Franciscan heritage.
Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 18-19 Wear Red on Pentecost weekend!

All are invited to wear RED at all Masses on Pentecost weekend as we
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit! Contact Kathy Sales,
kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org.

June 10-14, June 17-21, July 8-12, July 15-19, July 22-26

Gamp Francis is our popular summer camp, and has lots of cool
opportunities in athletics, technologies, arts and various enrichment
areas! Camps are half day or full day based on age for the 2024-2025
school year. (Rising K-Rising 8th grade) Contact Ashley Watson, Ashley.
Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org Contact Phone 919-847-8205 ext. 444
Registration Link: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/camp-francis/

Camp Francis Explorers Counselors in Training

An opportunity for teens (rising 9th-12th grade) interested in developing
leadership skills and working with children. They will work with other
C.L.T.s and Camp Staff. They are to look at themselves as role models for
the campers they will be working with. For information and to apply.
Contact Ashley Watson, Ashley.Watson@stfrancisraleigh.org.

May 18 - Corral Riding Academy Saturday on the Farm 9:30am-
12:00pm. CORRAL Riding Academy is a faith-motivated nonprofit
serving adolescent girls in high-risk situations through a long-term,
holistic program of equine therapy and education. Join us for hands-on
projects to support the Kildaire campus, learn more about CORRALSs
mission and programs! Families welcome! Register here. Contact Donna
Schwede, donna.schwede@gmail.com.

June 17 - 21 Mercy Camp
8:00am-3:00pm . Rising 6th — 9th graders! Come join us for Mercy Camp!

July 8 -12 Mission Mercy
8:30am-9:00pm. Rising 10th graders through College Freshmen!
Join us for Mission Mercy!

For more information and to register for Mercy Camp or Mission Mercy
visit; https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/service-camps/
Contact Becky Cawley, becky,cawley@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Parishioner Owned Businesses Ad Page

Support our local parishioner-owned businesses

To advertise email: diogenes.ruiz@stfrancisraleigh.org

Link: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/parishioner-businesses/

Employment Opportunities:

Teacher, Lower Elementary and

Instructional Teaching Assistant- Elementary

See our website: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/jobs/

Contact Trish Adamkowski, trish.adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org

If you can't access information through the hyperlink because you do not use the internet, please call the office to get information. (919) 847-8205
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theology, is theocentric, meaning that a supreme
Creator is of paramount importance. Contem-
porary Western philosophy is anthropocentric,
meaning a supreme Creator is rarely taken into
consideration because the individual person is
the one who determines the meaning of exis-
tence. As these two philosophical worldviews
interact, the results are often disagreement,
frustration, and dismissal.

More next week . . .

SAVE THE DATE
BACCALAUREATE MASS
FOR ALL

-Fr. Michael

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
SUNDAY JUNE 2, 2024
5:30 PM MASS

MEET IN THE GATHERING
SPACE TO JOIN THE
PROCESSION WEARING
YOUR CAP AND GOWN

Monsignor Clay’s
Retirement Reception

Join us as we say good-bye to Father
Michael at a Reception in his Honor
following Mass on Saturday, May 18th
at 6:30pm and Sunday, May 19th at
10:10am in Fellowship Hall.

If you would like to volunteer to bring
food, please scan the QR Code.

If you would like to offer Fr. Michael a monetary gift in
gratitude for his service as our pastor and to assist him
with expenses related to his transition to retirement,
please make checks payable to "Michael Clay."

For more information
please contact Stacey Shine,
stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org

Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
Thanks You! Another amazing Donation
drive to support the Our Lady of the Rosary
Food Pantry in Louisburg. We collected over
8,000 pounds of food and over $6,000 in
financial donations. This should carry them
through September! They want to say thank
you so much to all of you for your donations!

New Ministry Interest We are looking to
create a new ministry involving our special
need members in our community and their
families. This ministry would give them mean-
ingful opportunities for socialization through
prayerful interaction and service within the
community, If interested please contact Scott
Pias at scotttail@icloud.com or 337-526-5420.

Matters of Faith Episode 4
Click here to watch

3 Minutes

Funerals at St. Francis

Would you like to be notified in
advance of upcoming funerals at St.
Francis? If so, please contact Joan
Port, joankport@gmail.com and include
“Funeral Notices” in the subject line.

Me /
JAY LANDRY

Cirector of Faith Formation

Bishop's Annual Appeal
The following are the BAA totals for our Parish as reported by the Diocese 2024 BAA Goal is $473,612 m
2024 Campaign (4/4/24) 2023 Campaign (3/29/23)

100.0%
Goal: $473,612 $473,565
Pledge Total: $396,337 83.7% $392,887  83.0%
Received Total: $350,420  74.0% $344.144  72.7% s _
Participating Families: 916 17.0% 965  17.5% 108
Total Families: 5,400 5,500 - [ S—
To-Go: $77.275  TYT we are ahead on giving but falling behind on participation. a0 Dt;d;":f;::f:;i“ii:ifzj: a:':i'“:'d

Go to givetobaa.org and follow the prompts to make a one-time donation, set up a pledge or become a SUSTAINER with a recurring gift.
Make sure to select Saint Francis of Assisi as your parish affiliation. Click here to give. Contact Stacey Shine, stacey.shine@stfrancisraleigh.org.
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St. Francis of Assisi
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t. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church was established as a parish
on April 25, 1982, by Bishop Joseph Gossman in recognition of the
rapid growth of the Catholic population in northwest Raleigh. Fr. Jim
English, SJ was the founding pastor. The original church, dedicated
in 1983, held 450 people. It was designed to resemble a barn, an
inspiration carried out in later construction across the campus. In
July 1987, the Franciscan Friars of Holy Name Province were invited
by Bishop Gossman to lead the community. Fr. David McBriar, OFM
served as the first Franciscan pastor.

The community grew rapidly, which necessitated the

construction of a larger church which was dedicated in
1996. A columbarium, the first in a Catholic parish in the
diocese, was also dedicated the same year.

As the Catholic population began to grow at a rapid pace,
the need for more parochial schools became apparent
and the parish was considered one of the most desirable

locations for a new school. The Franciscan School was
dedicated in 2000.

232 https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/

Treasures

of the Diocese of
RALEIGH

In 2020, the Franciscan Friars withdrew from leading the
parish and Bishop Luis Zarama placed the parish under
the leadership of diocesan clergy. Msgr. Michael Clay was
named as pastor. Like his Franciscans predecessors, the
social justice mission of the Catholic Church and a welcome
to all who come to its doors remain high priorities.
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