
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

November 6,  2022 Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Inspired by our patron,
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement
See page 5
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Click here to view schedule 
See page 4

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-marketplace/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Christmas-mass-schedule-2022.pdf
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Fr. Michael

May they rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon them:
+Paula Hornbaker
  Mother of Michael Adamio
+Mary Lee Kearney
  Mother of James Kearney

Click here to view the St. Francis 
of Assisi Annual Report

Departures from Catholicism in the U.S. 
are outpacing arrivals at an estimated 
6-to-1 ratio. What is contributing to this 
decline and what can we, as parishioners 
and a faith community, do to stem this 
flow out of a faith community, especially 
among our youth and young adults?  
This is the third in a multi-part series ad-
dressing this issue. If you are just joining 
this series, please refer to my Pastor’s 
Comments in the previous two bulletins 
for more background 

Click here for part 1
Click here for part 2

This week I would like to look at the 
culture in which we live and how it 
shapes our worldview. I note that these 
observations are generalizations distilled 
from several scholars but are considered 
descriptive of our modern western world.
I will focus on three points:  1) the 
modern world and its influence; 2) the 
post-modern world and its influence; and 
3) the influence of consumer culture. 
We take for granted that we live in a 
modern world but what actually char-
acterizes it and what influences might 
it have on faith and religious affiliation? 
There are many good things about mod-
ern culture. Here are just a few:  
1) equality for all is a high value; 2) one’s 
status in society is significantly based on 
one’s potential/ability rather than in what 
state of life one is borne into; 3) a middle 
class has emerged; and 4) democracy 
is a given. Here are some of its main 
attributes that have negatively impacted 
faith and organized religion: 1) empirical 
evidence (e.g., science) has dislodged 
religion as a source of truth; 2) interest 
in material things has overtaken interest 
in spiritual things; and 3) what I think/
believe has become increasingly more 
important than what an institution/religion 
thinks/believes. To the extent that the 
latter three have become almost second 

GOING, GOING, GONE:  THE GREAT DEPARTURE 
FROM CATHOLICISM, PART III:

nature to us, belief in divinity and religion 
and being part of a faith tradition have 
receded in importance. This has con-
tributed to the progressive departure of 
people from organized religion. 
The post-modern world has emerged 
within the past 70 years and is likewise 
increasingly influential and subconscious-
ly impacting the choice for or against 
faith. For the sake of brevity, I will only 
illustrate some of the negative influenc-
es of post-modernity: 1) the priority of 
pleasure over what is perceived as the 
prohibitive morality of religion; 2) freedom 
without restraints; 3) a sense of equality 
that eliminates any sense of a hierarchy 
of truth; and 4) an increased distrust of 
those in authority. A religious tradition like 
Catholicism is viewed as “old-fashioned” 
and therefore not relevant to those who 
live under the influence of post-modern 
culture.
Consumer culture also influences 
us subconsciously and has negative 
consequences for religion and faith. The 
term used by the scholars is “commodifi-
cation.” This means we treat everything, 
including faith, as having equal value and 
can be replaced by something else (e.g., 
Sunday youth sports is equal in value 
to Sunday Mass). It also means treating 
the journey of faith and sacraments 
as objects, as commodities which are 
disconnected from their larger meaning, 
especially a sense of belonging to a com-
munity. For example, baptism is experi-
enced more and more as an “event” with 
photos and a party than the beginning 
of a relationship with Jesus Christ and a 
faith community. 
When faith, which is transcendent, mys-
terious, and eternal, is no longer in vogue 
because of our preference for empirical 
evidence we can see with our own eyes, 
it decreases in value. When what I think/
believe is increasingly considered su-
perior to what a group/institution thinks/

believes, organized religions suffers. 
When pleasure and freedom without 
restraints are considered more important 
than a morality that places legitimate 
boundaries around us for the sake of 
the common good and the outcome of 
our life after death, a faith tradition with 
a morality is increasingly dismissed as 
quaint and irrelevant. When sacraments 
are viewed as something to obtain rather 
than as thresholds to a deeper faith and 
a more meaningful life, grace, salvation, 
and one’s mission in life are not taken 
into consideration as an outcome of the 
sacrament celebrated.
This is the world western Catholics 
inhabit and it is having an increasingly 
negative impact on Catholicism as a 
community of faith and tradition. As 
a result, more and more people shun 
Catholicism, whether consciously or 
not, because it is increasingly perceived 
as having nothing to say to the modern 
world. Our youth and young adults inhabit 
this world and these cultural markers sig-
nificantly influence their choice regarding 
faith and religion.
Next week, I will explore how the Church 
has struggled, even failed at times, to 
make its case to the modern world, which 
has also contributed to the departure of 
many. 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/St-Francis-of-Assisi-YE-2022-Report.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/006792-20221023web.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/006792-20221030web.pdf
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One of the spiritual works of mercy is to 
pray for the living and the dead. Request-
ing a Mass is a most wonderful way to 
exercise this spiritual work of mercy. Our 
register for Mass intentions for 2023 is 
open. You may make your request(s) by 
going to our website (https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/) 
or by calling the parish office at 919-847-
8205 during normal business hours M-F. 

Prayer Requests for October 29 to November 6

Mass Intentions Prayers of the Faithful
Saturday November 5, 2022

Saturday, 5:30
+Rachael Cerretani

Requested by Lisa Miller

Sunday November 6, 2022
Sunday, 7:15
+Marie Clark

Requested by Tom and Maeve Byrnes

Sunday, 9:00
+Jeanne Imbruce, +Vincent Imbruce, +Jose-

phine Theuer, & +Paul Theuer
Requested by Carol Ann Theuer

Sunday, 11:45
+James Kielty

Requested by Marc Kielty

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday November 7, 9am
Rev. Dominick O’Dwyer

Requested by Myrna Sands
Birthday

Tuesday November 8, 9am
+Maureen Leney

Requested by Dave Leney

Wednesday November 9, 9am
+Thomas and +Rosemarie Gambini

Requested by The Gayle Family

+Jeanne Imbruce, +Vincent Imbruce, +Josephine 
Theuer, & +Paul Theuer 

Requested by Carol Ann Theuer
Remembrance

+William Callista
Requested by The Subasic Family

Remembrance

+Ronald Schoen
Requested by Mary Lee Schoen

Remembrance

(ill )Glenn Gerney
Requested by Pat Gerney

Health and Wellness

(ill) Donna Naeser
Requested by Scott Naeser

Health and Wellness

Recent Deaths
+Paula Hornbaker

Mother of Michael Adamio
Remembrance

+Mary Lee Kearney
Mother of James Kearney

Remembrance

Mass IntentionsDaily Mass at 9:00am is held in the chapel on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
The Wednesday Daily Mass is held in the church. 

Thursday November 10, 9am
+Frances Mary Slobodzian 

Requested by Stephanie Slobodzian

Friday November 11, 9am
+William Callista

Requested by The Subasic Family

Saturday November 12, 2022
Saturday, 5:30
+Ted Meserole

Requested by Lynn Meserole

Sunday November 13, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+Matthew Carr
Requested by Digna Bogan

Sunday, 9:00
+Dawn Crotty

Requested by Michael & Niamh Crotty

Sunday, 11:45
+Donald James Gingerella

Requested by Donna Gingerella

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Weekly Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation for individuals is 
celebrated most Saturdays of the year between 
4:00-4:45pm in the main church. There are 
normally two priests present. We recommend 
that you arrive well before 4:45pm so we may 
accommodate you.

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/


November 6
Harvest Moon Festival
1:00-3:00pm Preschool Fundraiser
shelley.freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org
November 6
Food Drive Basketball Clinic
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f-
0c44aeae28a1fa7-food
November 7 at 8:30am 
November 9 at 1:30pm 
TFS Campus Tour 
November 10
Young Adult Trivia Night
7:00pm in the Community Center
gus.franceschi@stfrancisraleigh.org

November 11,12,13
Annual Fair Trade and Alternative 
Gift Market In Clare Fellowship Hall
Friday Nov. 11, 8:15 am – 4:00 pm 
Saturday Nov. 12, 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Sunday Nov. 13, 8:15 am – 2:00 pm 
Sunday Nov. 13, 6:15 pm – 8:00 pm
November 12
Veterans Appreciation Breakfast 
9:00am Please sign up at this LINK to 
permit proper preparations for the event: 
bit.ly/2022vetbreakfast. A ceremony will 
follow breakfast and start at about 10:15 
am in Founders Room.
November 12/13
Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive 
(OLR) Volunteer Sign-up  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e-
0d44aeae23a5fc1-november

At a Glance
This week’s events are shown in red.

For a complete list of SFA contacts 
Group Opportunities, 

Volunteer Opportunities 
and Ministries, click here.

November 17
Frozen Turkey Drive
7:30-12pm Community Center parking lot
November 17
Create Advent Art with 
Women’s Ministry
6:00-8:00pm
Click here to register
November 19/20
Our Lady of the Rosary Food Drive
Drop off your food donations

The Season of 
Advent

Advent begins on Sunday, November 27, 2022

Advent Giving Trees 
Saturday, November 19th Trees will be up  

in the Stewardship Center

Reconciliation Service 
Friday, December 2nd at 11 am 
Tuesday, December 6th at 7 pm

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Thursday, December 8th at 9 am, 11:45 am, & 7 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Monday, December 12th at 7:00 pm Misa en Español

Lessons and Carols 
Thursday, December 22nd at 7:00 pm

Click here to view schedule 
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mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aeae28a1fa7-food
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aeae28a1fa7-food
mailto:gus.franceschi%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/2022vetbreakfast
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44aeae23a5fc1-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44aeae23a5fc1-november
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjJlYzRlZTUtZWRkNS00ZWRhLWEzZjctYWYxODAwZTUzZDBj 
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Christmas-mass-schedule-2022.pdf
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Weekly Envelope Schedule 

2022 Fair Trade Market: 
Mark Your Calendars 

and Lend a Hand 
2022 Fair Trade Market: Mark your calendar 
and maybe even volunteer! 
It is almost here! We are less than one week 
away from our annual Fair Trade and Alterna-
tive Gifts Market. We have so many amazing 
vendors with some really amazing missions 
and products joining us this year. The Market 
will be taking place from Friday, November 11th 
through Sunday November 13th in Fellowship 
Hall. You can find the exact times below: 
Friday Nov. 11, 8:15 am – 4:00 pm 
Saturday Nov. 12, 4:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Sunday Nov. 13, 8:15 am – 2:00 pm 
Sunday Nov. 13, 6:15 pm – 8:00 pm 
We are closed during Mass. 
Please click here to check out to learn more 
about fair trade and this year’s vendors! 
Additionally, in order to make this all happen, 
we need your help! Whether it is offering a 
gift of you time, cooking skills, or even 
donating some supplies, we are counting 
on you to help make this market great. 
You can see the many ways you can help 
below: 
Click here to offer the gift of your time: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d45a9a-
c2aaaf58-20221 
Click here for donation, food prep, and other 
opportunities: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040d45a9ac2aaaf58-2022 
Thank you so much for any help you can 
provide! Please contact me at tim.fasano@
stfrancisraleigh.org if you have any questions.

November 6	 Weekly 
November 6	 Mortgage Sunday 
November 6	 Archdiocese for the Military Services 
November 13	 Weekly 
November 13	 Christmas Flowers 
November 20	 Weekly 
November 20	 Catholic Campaign for Human Deveopment 
November XX	 Thanksgiving/Food for the Poor 
November 27	 Weekly 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-marketplace/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/fair-trade-2022/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d45a9ac2aaaf58-20221
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d45a9ac2aaaf58-20221
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d45a9ac2aaaf58-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d45a9ac2aaaf58-2022
mailto:tim.fasano%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:tim.fasano%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Veterans Appreciation Breakfast 
The Saint Francis Assisi Assembly of the Knights of Columbus invites 
all Veterans and their families to a Veterans Day observance and break-
fast on Saturday, November 12 starting at 9:00am. The Assembly is 
affiliated with the Knights of Columbus Councils at St. Francis of Assisi, 
St. Luke’s, St. Raphael’s, St. Bernadette’s and St. Sharbel parishes, and 
this invitation is extended to Veterans and families from those parishes. 
The Knights would like to honor the men and women of our community, 
and their family members, for their military service. A full breakfast of 
eggs, sausage, pancakes, fruit, and beverages will be served by the 
Knights. Please sign up at this LINK to permit proper preparations for 
the event: bit.ly/2022vetbreakfast 
A ceremony will follow breakfast and start at about 10:15 am. Please 
join fellow Veterans for this event at no charge to those attending. It will 
be held in the Founders Room. 

Parent Child Classes 
Registration is now open for our second session of Fall classes! Are 
you looking for a fun filled activity to do with your young child? Want to 
learn sign language to better communicate with your infant or toddler? 
Want to connect with your toddler or preschooler with music? Check out 
Community Life’s Parent Child Classes. All Parent/Child Classes are 
located in the Cupertino Room of the Assisi Community Center. For more 
information, visit our website at https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/par-
ent-child-classes-2/. This session of classes starts November 2 and runs 
until December 14 (with no classes on November 23) 

Music is a fun way to connect with your child. Join us for this fun, low-pressure, hands-on parent/child music course for
our youngest parishioners (0-5 years of age). Children and parents use instruments, toys, and scarves to dance, chant,

sing, play games, and pray together. The curriculum is carefully chosen to enhance music aptitude and attitude in
growing brains, while remaining sensitive to maturing souls.

 
Limited to 12 children per class. (Minimum 5 students)

For more information and questions Contact Jessica Kelly at: info@signsoflearning.com
 

MAKING MUSIC
PRAYING TWICE

WEDNESDAYS NOV. 2ND - DEC. 14TH  FROM 9:30AM-10:30AM

Frozen Turkey Drive: It is that time of year! On 
Thursday, November 17, from 7:30am – 12pm, 
we will be collecting frozen turkeys to benefit 
Passage Home. Would you please consider 
donating? To donate, please bring your turkey 
to the Community Center parking lot, where a 
volunteer dressed in silly Turkey hats will pick 
it up right from your car! Thank you for your 
generous donations.   

"Coffee with Clay"
in the Assisi Café

Join Monsignor Clay for
 coffee and conversation from 

9:30-10:30am, after Daily Mass.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 6th 
October 20th 
November 3rd
December 1st 

December 15th
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http://bit.ly/2022vetbreakfast
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/parent-child-classes-2/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/parent-child-classes-2/
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Corporal Works of Mercy 
“Bury the Dead”

Outside Volunteer Opportunity
The columbarium attendant offers 
quiet, behind the scenes assistance 
for parishioners being laid to rest in our 
columbarium. The attendant prepares the 
columbarium niche to receive cremated 
remains after a funeral liturgy. Those who 
serve must be physically able to remove, 
lift, and replace the granite niche cover, 
which weighs approximately 60 pounds.  
Services are typically Tuesday thru 
Saturday and take approximately 1 to 1 
½ hours of time. Columbarium attendants 
serve as their schedule allows. To learn 
more or volunteer, please contact Trish 
Adamkowski 919-847-8205x236 or trish.
adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org trish.
adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Grand Prize
gift card to

Bull City Fair
Trade

 

For Questions, Directions, Etc. Contactgus.franceschi@stfrancisraleigh.org

Grow in Community
Grow in Community  & Win Prizes!& Win Prizes!

TRIVIA &TRIVIA &
FAIR TRADEFAIR TRADE

NIGHTNIGHT

YOUNG ADULTMINISTRY

Thu, Nov 10th @ 7PM

Venue: Community Center*

Trivia Master: Thomas Bulick

Menu: Lights Snacks & 

            Drinks provided 
 

Please bring your favorite

fall treat to share + friends

are welcome too!

$50

*we will move over to the Laverna, the "cabin in the woods," just across the
parking lot of/from the chapel - look for signs!

mailto:trish.adamkowski%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:trish.adamkowski%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NjJlYzRlZTUtZWRkNS00ZWRhLWEzZjctYWYxODAwZTUzZDBj 


Education Ministries

Dawn Smith, Principal

We welcome you to become a 
part of The Franciscan School. 
Enrollment for 23-24 is open 
now. We also have a virtual 
information session on Wednes-
day, November 30th. You may 
register on our website. More 
information regarding our school 
and the admissions timeline can 
be found on our website at www.
franciscanschool.org/ or contact 
Principal Dawn Smith at dawn.
smith@stfrancisraleigh.org.

Second Grade Celebrates All Saint's Day  

8

May all the Saints make your burden light and the blessings heavy! 

http://www.franciscanschool.org/
http://www.franciscanschool.org/
mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Do you have a rising 6th 7th or 8th grader? 

 The Franciscan School meets the academic, social, and 
emotional needs of students as they prepare to be 
citizens of the world in a faith-based environment

 
 Upcoming Campus Tours & Information Sessions

Contact Principal Dawn Smith for more details at 
Dawn.Smith@stfrancisraleigh.org

October 19th at 1:30 PM
November 7th at 8:30 AM
November 9th at 1:30 PM

 Admissions and financial aid support available 

New to the parish or just want to know your way around SFA? Signup for a tour.
Connect with Colette Dziadul, colette.dziadul@stfrancisraleigh.org

Chris Damico, chris.damico@stfrancisraleigh.org
 Heidi Hobler, heidi.hobler@stfrancisraleigh.org

Sign up for a parishioner tour of Saint Francis

mailto:colette.dziadul%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:chris.damico%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:heidi.hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries

Come and join the fun of our Harvest 
Moon Festival from 1-3:00pm on 11/6 in 
Fellowship Hall! The silent auction can 
be found online by scanning the QR 
code above while raffle tickets for our 
class baskets can be purchased after 
mass or at the event. We are so excited 
that the in-person portion of the festi-
val has returned for the first time since 
2019! There will be food provided by the 
Knights of Columbus and a multitude of 

children’s games available to play. There 
will also be a service opportunity for the 
homeless by preparing a bag for the 
Curbside Care Ministry. 
The funds raised from our festival go 
directly back to preschool to help provide 
additional learning programs for our 
students. This year, the majority of the 
monies raised will be put towards estab-
lishing a fund which would be used to 
bring in enriching community programs 

such as Farmer Minor and his pig, Daisy, 
as seen in the pictures on the next page. 
They visited our preschool students 
a couple of weeks ago and offered a 
program which emphasized reading and 
a love of books. Daisy even shared her 
favorite books with the children and also 
offered several hugs once the children 
had recited a literacy oath which made 
them promise to read more books and 
watch less television! It was a wonderful 
day for all! 

This Weekend
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The SFA Library
Come to the Stewardship 
Center and check out 
a book from our library 
cart. Our parish librari-
ans have pulled books 
on care for creation and 
on St. Francis to focus 
on this quarter.   Bereavement Ministry: The monthly 

support group Good Grief  has their 
monthly meeting Wednesday, November 
9th. The topic for this month is:  Coping 
with grief during the holidays and special 
anniversaries. 

Always God's Children: The monthly 
AGC ministry meets via Zoom in October 
through April on the second Sunday of 
the month. You are welcome to join us 
online from 3:00 to 4:30 pm. Contact Beth 
Gaudette, Director of Parish Life, at beth.
gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org if you have 
any questions and also to request the 
Zoom link.  

Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries
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Dear St. Francis Community, 
I would like to personally thank you for 
your tremendous support for the CROP 
Hunger Walk this year. You all came 
together to do some amazing things, 
and I would just like to take a moment to 
highlight a few. First, we had a mini-
CROP Walk at The Franciscan School on 
October 22nd. This was an opportunity 
for students at TFS to learn about hunger 
and food insecurity in many creative, 
interesting, and fun ways. In addition, 
TFS gathered food for three commu-
nity agencies (Interfaith Food Shuttle, 
Catholic Parish Outreach, and TriArea 
Ministries) that address issues of hunger 
and food insecurity in our community. 
Together students collected over a ton, 
2,370 lbs. to be precise, of food!! 

Our community also raised $2,705 for our 
local CROP walk through the efforts of 
34 donors! That money will go to support 
international and local agencies fighting 
hunger and food insecurity. Finally, last 
Sunday, over 50 members of our parish 
and school community registered to walk 
at the annual CROP Hunger Walk in 
downtown Raleigh. It was a beautiful and 
exciting day where we joined individuals 
and communities from throughout Wake 
County who gathered to walk for the end 
of hunger. 
It was so inspiring to see our community 
come together in support of such an im-
portant cause. I am moved with gratitude 
for all you have done. Remember, this 
is in addition to all of our regular ser-
vice ministries that consistently work to 

support our brothers and sisters in need. 
And so I will conclude with an invitation. 
We have eight ministries at our parish 
(Brown Bag Ministry, St. Francis Inn, 
Migrant Curbside Care, Oak City Cares, 
two different ministries to the Helen 
Wright Center, Ronald McDonald House, 
and our Panera Pickup ministry) that put 
tremendous effort into addressing and re-
sponding to hunger issues. You can find 
information about each by going to our 
website here. I encourage you to prayer-
fully consider becoming more involved 
with one or more of these ministries so 
as to continue the work you have begun 
in advocating for and serving others. 
Peace and Blessings, 
Tim Fasano 
Coordinator in the Office of Justice and Peace
  

Update from this year’s CROP Hunger Walk 

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/


Food Drive
Basketball Clinic

Sunday, November 6th 2022

Donation of 5 or more cans for food per participants.
All food will be donated to Our Lady of the Rosary

Parish in Louisburg NC
 

Canned tomatoes/Vegetables
Canned fruit (no fruit cocktail)

Macaroni & cheese
Canned meats

Peanut butter & jelly
Dry soup packages

Oatmeal or dry cereal
 

1:00pm - 2:25pm              Girls & Boys 
                                                 1st & 2nd Grade 

2:35pm - 4:00pm             Girls 3, 4 & 5 Grade
                                                 Boys 3 & 4 Grade

4:05 pm - 5:20pm            Girls 6, 7, & 8 Grade
                                                 Boys 5, 6, 7, & 8 Grade 

Space is limited!
Sign Up by Thursday, November 3rd.

 
Please sign up at this link:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aeae28
a1fa7-food 13

This Weekend

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c44aeae28a1fa7-food
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Our Lady of the Rosary 
Food Drive (OLR) 

Volunteer Sign-up  
We are seeking volunteers (families, adults and 
youth) before and after each Mass on the week-
end of Sat. November 12th & 13th to handout 
bags with the Our Lady of The Rosary food 
donation. The request list is attached to the bag. 
All you'll have to do is report to the Stewardship 
Center at your allotted time, pick up a stack of 
grocery bags and stand either at the Stewardship 
Center or the main church entrance near the 
breezeway to hand them out to interested parish-
ioners. Additionally, we need volunteers (families, 
adults & youth) to collect and/or load a truck with 
the Our Lady of The Rosary food donations be-
fore and after each Mass on the weekend of Sat., 
November 19th and Sun. November 20th.  Five 
(5) people are needed but if you want to bring 
more family/friends, you are welcome to do that. It 
is requested that all volunteers report to the truck 
in our parking lot at your allotted time, and kindly 
receive grocery bags from parishioners, and 
place them in the bins located in the truck. Thank 
you for any help you can provide! Sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44ae-
ae23a5fc1-november 

Adult Open Play 
Monday-Thursday Evenings in the gym we have 
Adult Open Play with a different group each night 
from 8:45-10:30pm. 

Mondays- Co-ed Volleyball 18+  
Tuesdays- Women's Basketball 18+ 
Wednesdays– Men's Basketball 30+ 

Thursdays- Men's Basketball 40+ 
Please contact the appropriate ministry leader 
prior to attending Open Play to check on avail-
ability for that evening. All attendees will be 
required to fill out and sign a Code of Conduct 
form at their first visit.  Each participant will need 
to pay $5 each evening they attend (this can be 
paid via cash or credit card). 
For More Information and the ministry Contacts 
visit: https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-
life-adult-open-play/ 

One of the things I love most about The Catholic Community of St 
Francis is it’s truly a community. If you look online, you will see many 
different definitions of the word community, but perhaps the one that 
binds our community together is a feeling of fellowship.
Celebrating all Saints Day and All Souls Day this week, I wanted to 
share two examples of fellowship I witnessed.

One of our parishioners and a good 
friend of mine, Jacob House, re-
cently gave my daughter Kallie Mae, 
her 1st Rosary. She lit up when she 
saw it and knew it was from Mr. 
Jacob, as he always makes her feel 
so special and calls her, ‘Her Royal 
Highness/Princess Kallie’. He even 
gifted her the instructions on how 
to pray the rosary but she insists 
Mr. Jacob show her as he makes 

her feel special calling her Your Royal Highness. Mr. Jacob and so 
many faithful witnesses in our church, when they see Kallie, make her 
feel so special and she tells me after we leave, that person was being 
Jesus to her.
Kallie and I attended the 7 pm All Souls Celebration of Life. I got 
very emotional and hugged two of my friends, who lost someone to 
the next stage of life. Both of them said, thank you for your kindness 
and compassion and thank you for bringing your little girl to Mass. 
After the Mass, we stayed to venerate our friends, by looking at the 
pictures/candles and praying before The Blessed Sacrament. Several 
parishioners got down on their knees and pointed to pictures of people 
they have lost, and shared with Kallie stories of their loved ones. 
Again, I got emotional, watching others in such a tough time after 
having lost a loved one, sharing their family members’ legacy, while 
making my daughter feel special.
Kallie is six years old and asks me regularly, when she can ‘eat’ 
Jesus. On both car rides home (Mr. Jacob/All Souls) I shared with her 
that she was being Jesus for others and they were being Jesus to her. 
These are simply two examples of community and fellowship. Peo-
ple helping and walking with each other. Sharing stories. Listening. 
Loving. Being Jesus for others. Every day, I walk around and watch 
and experience the ongoing faith formation occurring among friends, 
families and strangers. These experiences are transformational, lead 
to conversion, and I’m so grateful to walk with you, who live every 
day striving to be disciples of Jesus Christ and helping others do the 
same. 

Ask Chris

Chris, 
what is 
“fellowship”?Chris Damico

Director of Stewardship and Engagement 
(AKA The Pot Stirrer)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44aeae23a5fc1-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44aeae23a5fc1-november
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-adult-open-play/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/community-life-adult-open-play/
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Gina Ceremuga
St. Francis Parishioner

 Where your treasure is there your heart will be also
Matthew 6:21.

My name is Gina Ceremuga, and I have 
been asked to speak to you all today 
about what Saint Francis means to me 
and my family. I will start by telling you a 
little about myself and how I ended up as 
a member of this amazing parish.
My husband and I grew up in a small 
town in western Pennsylvania. Although 
we were both raised Catholic, he went 
to a Catholic school for a majority of his 
school aged years, while I did not. We 
both, however, went to the same Catholic 
church where we eventually got mar-
ried. After college, my husband got into 
graduate school at UNC, so we decided 
to make the move south. After a couple 
months of sunny days and Carolina blue 
skies, we came to the mutual decision 
that we were absolutely never leaving. 
We had almost everything we needed, 
but we quickly realized we needed to 
find a church. We planned on starting a 
family in the next few years, and we both 

knew we wanted to raise our kids with 
the same Catholic foundation that we had 
been given as children.
We went to quite a few churches in the 
area, but nothing seemed like a good 
fit. Some places felt too formal for us, 
others felt kind of “cold”, and then one 
day I remembered that I had been to a 
beautiful church in North Raleigh while 
visiting family as a child. After a quick 
phone call to my mom, I determined that 
the church I had such fond memories of 
was Saint Francis of Assisi. At first my 
husband thought it would be a little too 
far of a drive to attend church in Raleigh, 
as we lived in West Cary, but he agreed 
to give it a try.
From the second we set foot into Saint 
Francis, we felt like it was where we be-
longed. It was warm. It was welcoming. 
And we could tell we were already a part 
of an amazing community. We started 
our family, had all three of our children 
baptized here, and decided to begin their 
Catholic education at Saint Francis of 
Assisi preschool. It was at the preschool 
that I really started understanding what 
is so special about this parish. I could 
tell how much the staff truly loved the 
students and taught them from such an 
early age that Jesus loved them too. I 
made some of my best friends in the 
hallways, and everyone was always so 
friendly and willing to help. At the begin-
ning of our preschool journey, I honestly 
had no intention of sending my kids to a 
Catholic elementary school. Whether it 
be the additional monetary output, or the 
fact that I did not attend Catholic school 
and turned out okay, I wasn’t thinking 
that this is where we would end up. But 
by the time kindergarten registration 
rolled around, we had no doubt that The 
Franciscan School was the place for us. 

We just couldn’t leave the community we 
had come to love.
My twin daughters started kindergarten 
at TFS in 2019, and they have loved their 
school since the first day. I think what 
truly impressed me the most was how 
much the teachers were willing to give to 
their students mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually. I don’t know if you remem-
ber, but there was this pandemic that 
completely disrupted our lives in March 
of 2020. While our family, along with 
many others, struggled to make sense 
of this new normal, the teachers at TFS 
moved forward with the determination to 
keep the students learning, growing, and 
smiling. They more than succeeded, and 
as we moved through the next school 
year, our family became more and more 
invested in this amazing school and 
overall community.
When my youngest daughter started 
kindergarten last year, I decided that I 
wanted to give back to the place that had 
already given so much to me and my 
family. I have had the pleasure to volun-
teer as a room parent, lunch volunteer, 
HSA board member, and most recently 
as hospitality chair, where I coordinate 
things like the New Family Playdate, 
Teacher Birthday Lunches, Catholic 
Schools Week, and Teacher Apprecia-
tion. All of my volunteer work allows me 
to spend more time with my children, as I 
often see them frequently throughout the 
day. But more importantly, it allows me 
to give my time and talent to the place 
where my children spend a majority of 
their time - to the people I am entrusting 
to educate them about math and reading 
and how to be a good person - and to my 
partners in teaching my children to live 
and love as Jesus did. And for that, I am 
eternally grateful. Thank you so much.



16

Employment Opportunities
The Franciscan School 
Afterschool Program Staff – Part Time 
The Franciscan School is seeking energetic candidates with a positive 
attitude and love of children to work in our Bridges Afterschool Program. 
Hours and days of the week are flexible, Monday thru Friday 3pm – 
6pm. Bridges staff are responsible for the supervision and well-being of 
students in our program. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age and 
successfully complete the Diocesan background check. To apply, please 
send resume and cover letter to tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org or con-
tract Trish.Adamkowski@stfrancisraleigh.org to obtain an application. 

St. Francis Parish 
Part-time Community Center Staff (Evenings and Weekends) 
Our community center offers programs and events that strengthen the 
communal aspects of our parish in light of our mission to be “one family 
living in community”.  These part time evening and weekend positions 
support operations by ensuring a safe, clean, controlled environment 
for participants.  A high school diploma or equivalent is required and the 
applicant must possess, or be able to obtain, Red Cross or American 
Heart Association CPR Certification with First Aid training, and Diocese 
of Raleigh Safe Child training. For a complete job description, questions, 
or to submit a resume, please email Ashley Watson, Ashley.Watson@
stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Cross Step (formerly known as Play N’ 
Pray) is the newest addition to St. Fran-
cis’ Crosses Faith Formation programs. 
Our mission is to the development of 
faith of children, ages one-and-walking 
through four. The children come to us in 
Clare Hall during the 9:00 am Sunday 
Mass. Using Pflaum Gospel Weeklie’s 
SEEDS curriculum, the children learn 
about the weekly Gospel and participate 
in fun, interactive activities that focus 
on Catholic doctrine and traditions. Let 
us help your children to take their first 
STEPS on their walk with God!  
Interested families can register their chil-
dren for the 2022-2023 year in REALM. 
Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancis-
raleigh.org for more information. 

Interested in sharing your faith with 
young children in a fun-filled and 
loving environment?  
The Cross Step program is currently 
seeking part-time employees to lead our 
Parish’s preschool-aged faith formation 
classes for the upcoming 2022-2023 
year. Our classes occur during the 9:00 
am Sunday Mass and consist of playing, 
praying, sharing a short Gospel-based 
lesson that is provided in advance, and 
participating in a related arts-and-craft 
activity. No teaching experience is 
necessary, just the desire to have fun 
and share God’s Word. Sharing a couple 
hours of your time on Sundays can forev-
er transform a child’s faith-journey! 
Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancis-
raleigh.org

Register for 
Cross Step

The 50+ Adult Group will have its “Potluck Lunch” on 
Wednesday, November 16 at 11:30 in Clare Fellowship Hall.   
Come enjoy a meal and lively conversation with your friends 
from the 50+ Adult Group, many of whom you haven’t seen 
for some time, and perhaps make new friends. 
If last names starts with, then bring 
                   A thru C = Dessert/bread or rolls 
                   D thru J = Salad/Side Dish 
                   K thru Z = Main Dish 
Coffee, soda and water will be provided. 
If you have any questions, please contact Pat Gerney at 
pgerney@gmail.com or call 919-803-8276. 

50+ Adult Group Potluck Lunch

mailto:tfsresume%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Trish.Adamkowski%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Ashley.Watson%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:pgerney%40gmail.com?subject=
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2205 E. Millbrook Road, Raleigh, NC 27604
Serving the Triangle area for burials and cremations since 1974.

Visit our websites: www.CremationSocietyNC.com • www.CapitalFuneralHomeNC.com
Phone: (919) 571-3300 • Fax: (919) 877-0207

DAUNTLESS
Transmissions.com
8809-B Gulf Court • Raleigh, NC 27617

Gil Gutierrez | (919) 786-0230
gil@dauntlesstransmissions.com • www.dauntlesstransmissions.com

10% Labor Discount 
with this coupon

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Thirty-second Sundayin Ordinary Time 
November 6, 2022

My steps have been steadfast in your paths, 
 my feet have not faltered. 
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God.

— Psalm 17:5‑6a  
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Apex Funeral Home
 550 W. Williams St., Apex, NC 919-362-8233

www.apexfuneral.com
Brown-Wynne Funeral Homes and Crematory

 200 SE Maynard Rd., Cary, NC 919-467-8108
 300 Saint Mary’s St., Raleigh, NC 919-828-4311
 1701 E. Millbrook Rd., Raleigh, NC 919-876-6900

www.brownwynne.com
Mitchell Funeral Home at Raleigh Memorial Park

 7209 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-783-7128
www.mitchellatrmp.com

Raleigh Memorial Park and Mausoleums
 7501 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-787-2766

www.raleighmemorialpark.com

Your Local Dignity Providers

Chauncy F. Nelson, DDS, MS, PA, parishioner
10940 Raven Ridge Road, Suite 204

(919) 845-2900
Making the world a more beautiful place...one smile at a time.™

nelsonorthodontics.com

“Your Smile, Our Passion!”

 Actual 

Campbell Patient

Proud Supporter of
St. Francis of Assisi!

9317 Leesville Rd., Raleigh
919.870.8298

 www.EricCampbellOrtho.com

Free Consultation and 10% off  
Any One Dental Procedure for  

New Patients! (Limit 1 per Person)

Gentle Dental
Dr. Anthony F. 

Scaramuzzo, DDS, PLLC

919.848.1343

Call us at
1-800-432-3240

to reach the
Catholic Community

for an
Unbeatable Price

For Information ... Call
800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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Eric D. Challgren, MD
Gregory J. Wilmoth, MD
Margaret B. Boyse, MD

Laura D. Briley, MD
Tracey S. Cloninger, PA-C

919-782-2152
4201 Lake Boone Trail,

Suites 200 & 207, Raleigh, NC 27607
www.southernderm.com

• Business Law • Contracts, Leases
• Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney • Estate Administration

Larry Warner, JD, MBA • Parishioner
919-510-8130 • larry@warnerlawoffices.net

St. Francis Parishioner

AUTO • HOME
LIFE • DISABILITY

LONG TERM CARE

783.0500 
www.ChadRichards.com 5300 Six Forks Road

CHAD RICHARDS STATE FARM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Specializing in Rehearsal Dinners and family celebrations.
1 mi west of Crabtree Valley Mall 781-8750

8300 Falls of Neuse Rd. ◆ Suite 104
(919) 846-9668

www.advancedphysicaltherapync.com
Owners: Brian & Debbie Conly

Physical Therapy &  
Professional Massage

America’s Choice in Homecare
(919) 787-4317
Non-Medical In-Home Care     FREE IN-HOME ASSESSMENT

www.VisitingAngels.com/Raleigh

Funerals made easier
A Family Legacy of Caring Since 1920.

919.866.1866          RFHR.com

READY TO JUMPSTART YOUR 
FITNESS JOURNEY?

LET COACH VAL DESIGN A WORKOUT THAT IS 
CUSTOMIZED TO YOUR NEEDS

SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE

CONSULTATION TODAY!
EASY2EXERCISE@GMAIL.COM

PARISHIONER

WWW.EZ2EXERCISE.COM

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240
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