
The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road, Raleigh, NC 27613 919-847-8205 www.stfrancisraleigh.org

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary TimeAugust 28,  2022

Inspired by our patron,
Francis of Assisi, we seek to
proclaim the reign of God by
growing in Holiness through
our experience of Christ in 
word, sacrament, and one
another, offering Hope to those
who hunger for human dignity,
and extending Hospitality to all.

Our Mission Statement

Click here to view the Synod Summary Report for The 
Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi

See page 5
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Fr. Michael

For a complete list of SFA contacts 
Group Opportunities, 

Volunteer Opportunities 
and Ministries, click here.

You can mail your contribution to us at:
St Francis Of Assisi
11401 Leesville Road 

Raleigh, NC 27613
You can give online through:

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/

Text-to-Give: 919-629-1199
Additional Online Giving Methods:
 www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

Through Baptism may 
she walk always as a 
child of the light:
Madison Claire Bowden    
Daughter of Marshall and 
Christine Bowden 
Miles George Marino
Son of Thomas and Rebecca Marino 
Diego Angelo Paniccia
Son of Daniel and Dulce Paniccia 
Jackson Walter Taylor 
Son of Zack and Allison Taylor 

May they rest in 
peace and perpetual 
light shine upon them:
+Elizabeth Harms 
  Mother of Pam Redmond

Fr. Michael’s column will return next week.

Faith and Family Night at DPAP

October 22
Franciscan Spirit and Life: 

Repairing and Reforming the Church Convocation
Saturday, Oct 22, 8:30am to 1:30pm

More information to come. Contact kathy.sales@stfrancisraleigh.org

Mark Your Calendar

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Contacts-and-Ministries.pdf
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/faith-direct/
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/treasure/

mailto:kathy.sales%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=


One of the spiritual works of mercy 
is to pray for the living and the dead. 
Requesting a Mass is a most wonderful 
way to exercise this spiritual work of 
mercy. Our register for Mass intentions is 
open. You may make your request(s) by 
going to our website (https://www.stfran-
cisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/) 
or by calling the parish office at 919-847-
8205 during normal business hours M-F. 

Prayer Requests for August 27 to September 4

Mass Intentions Prayers of the Faithful
Saturday Aug 27, 2022

Saturday, 5:30
+Stephen Mack Sr.

Requested by David Mack

Sunday Aug 28, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

The Souls of Purgatory
Requested by Theresa Rakshys

Sunday, 9:00
+Vincent Robert Pribish

Requested by The Pribish Family

Sunday, 11:45
+Alex Biswas

Requested by Susan Rozario

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis

Monday, Aug 29, 9AM
+Dylan Blue

Requested by Charles and Alice Ward

Tuesday Aug 30, 9AM
+Bernard D’Costa

Requested by The D’Costa Family

Wednesday Aug 31, 9AM
+Michael McGrail Jr.

Requested by Marian Monti

Thursday September 1, 9AM
+Ron Helwig

Requested by Richard and Alma Hammer

+Virgilio Palomino de La Cruz
Requested by Sheryll Dimanlig

Remembrance

Recent Death
+Elizabeth Harms

Mother of Pam Redmond
Remembrance

Mass Intentions

Daily Mass at 9:00am is held in the chapel on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
The Wednesday Daily Mass is held in the church. 

Friday September 2, 9AM
+Edwin Manalastas

Requested by Wennie and Julius Fajardo

Saturday September 3, 2022
Saturday, 5:30

+Frank Walter Adameck
Requested by Kathleen Fyda-Turner

Sunday September 4, 2022
Sunday, 7:15

+Richard Mazzacone
Requested by Carmela and George Brocco

Sunday, 9:00
Karyn & Jose Ortiz-Anglero
Requeted by Karyn Anglero

25 Wedding Anniverary

Sunday, 11:45
+Cecil Alvora Myers, Jr.

Requested by Carmela and George Brocco

Sunday, 5:30
For the Parishioners of St. Francis
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Weekly Reconciliation Services
The Sacrament of Reconciliation for individuals is 
celebrated most Saturdays of the year between 
4:00-4:45pm in the main church. There are 
normally two priests present. We recommend 
that you arrive well before 4:45pm so we may 
accommodate you.

Laudato Si’ - In action

 stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation
To connect with us: stfccreation@gmail.com

“I ask you in the name of God, to defend Mother Earth”
                                                                                                                                  Pope Francis

Learn: Check out options for more eco-friendly living.
bit.ly/hmclean

Share: Products and websites with 
your friends and family.

How do we respond to the call 
for Ecological Education?

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/mass-intention-prayers/
http://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/care_for_creation
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/hmclean


August 28
Community Center
Reopening Party 10-11:30am.
beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org
August 31
Last day to register for Faith Formation & 
Sacramental Perparation
jeanne.lewin@stfrancisraleigh.org
August 31
Summer Youth Fest -
Praise, Worship, and S’Mores 
with Jim Wahl 
https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/
PublicRegistrations/Event?link-
String=M2M0N2M0MDAtYzZhMy00YjU-
4LWJjODktYWVjYTAxMDAyZTNi%20
September 6: Divorce Care 
The Next Series of Divorce Care will be 
Sep 6, 2022 – Dec 13, 2022, for more 
information please contact Bill Morgan 
at dejanuts@yahoo.com. 
September 7 
Recognizing and Reporting Child 
Abuse and Neglect
Required for all Level C volunteers
Wednesday, 9/7 at 9:30am 
Tuesday, 9/20 at 7:00pm 
Wednesday, 9/21 at 7:00pm (In Spanish) 
September 7
Creation Care 
7pm – Virtual Discussion of Film Kiss the 
Ground - stfccreation@gmail.com
September 9
Women’s Ministry 
Bible Study Begins
Contact ccarlson210@gmail.com
Order your book here.
September 11
Coffee and Donuts
Following 9:00am Mass, in Clare Hall
beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org

September 11
Creation Care
4:15p-5:15pm Reflective Tour 
of the Church Grounds 
stfccreation@gmail.com
September 14 
Monthly Grief Support Group
Good Grief
First meeting, 10:00am in Laverna
beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org
September 15
Cancer Support Group
Meets virtually at 1:00pm
SuzanneSziemer.slp@gmail.com
September 15
Braver Angels Workshop 
of “Families and Politics” 7pm – Address-
ing polarization and civil dialogue in our 
families – Sign-up: http://bit.ly/depolariz-
eSFA2022a
September 18
Small Group Leader Training
6:30-8:15pm, contact Jeanne Lewin at
jeanne.lewin@stfrancisraleigh.org
September 20 and 21
Letters from Prison 
Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible Study
$25.00 covers cost of both books. 
Questions? Contact Janie Hebert,
janie.hebert@stfrancisraleigh.org. 
https://litpress.org/Products/6455/Let-
ters-from-Prison-Part-One 
https://litpress.org/Products/6454/Let-
ters-from-Prison-Part-Two 
September 25 
“Come and See” open house spon-
sored by the Padre Pio Fraternity of the 
Secular Franciscan Order on Sunday, 
September 22, 2022 from 2:30-4:30pm 
Questions Questions ellenferrone@
gmail.com, ofscentralnc@gmail.com or 
visit https://ofscentralnc.org.

Upcoming At a Glance
This week’s events are shown in red.

September 24 
Be Still - Adoration and Breakfast
9:00-11:30. Contact beth.gaudette@
stfrancisraleigh.org
September 27
Bereavement Series Begins
Grief’s Journey
Tuesday’s at 5:00pm in Laverna
beth.gaudette@stfrancisraleigh.org
October 2
FrancisFest
Our annual parish wide celebration of our 
patron saint. Contact ashley.watson@st-
francisraleigh.org if you are interested or 
want to learn more about this opportunity 
visit www.stfrancisraleigh.org/francisfest
October 8
Herencia Hispana Mass
11:00am Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral
Celebrated by Bishop Zarama. 
Questions: 984-900-3182
October 15
Wedding Anniversary Mass
10:00am Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral. 
Celebrated by Bishop Zarama. 
Questions: 984-900-3184
https://raldioc.configio.com/wam2022
October 22
Franciscan Spirit and Life: 
Repairing and Reforming the 
Church Convocation
Saturday, Oct 22, 8:30am to 1:30 pm
More information to come.
Contact Kathy.Sales@stfrancisraleigh.
org
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Cross Step (formerly known as Play N’ 
Pray) is the newest addition to St. Fran-
cis’ Crosses Faith Formation programs. 
Our mission is to the development of 
faith of children, ages one-and-walking 
through four. The children come to us in 
Clare Hall during the 9:00 am Sunday 
Mass. Using Pflaum Gospel Weeklie’s 
SEEDS curriculum, the children learn 
about the weekly Gospel and participate 
in fun, interactive activities that focus 
on Catholic doctrine and traditions. Let 
us help your children to take their first 
STEPS on their walk with God!  
Interested families can register their chil-
dren for the 2022-2023 year in REALM. 
Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancis-
raleigh.org for more information. 

Interested in sharing your faith with 
young children in a fun-filled and 
loving environment?  
The Cross Step program is currently 
seeking part-time employees to lead our 
Parish’s preschool-aged faith formation 
classes for the upcoming 2022-2023 
year. Our classes occur during the 9:00 
am Sunday Mass and consist of playing, 
praying, sharing a short Gospel-based 
lesson that is provided in advance, and 
participating in a related arts-and-craft 
activity. No teaching experience is 
necessary, just the desire to have fun 
and share God’s Word. Sharing a couple 
hours of your time on Sundays can forev-
er transform a child’s faith-journey! 
Please contact Andrea.Javier@stfrancis-
raleigh.org

Register for 
Cross Step

mailto:Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Andrea.Javier@stfrancisraleigh.org
mailto:Andrea.Javier%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Andrea.Javier%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
Https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0449AFAB2EABFD0-stfrancis
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Take a journey 
to discover how God has gifted you.

Explore the charisms that you have been given to share with the world. Our small groups will work together to unlock 

and find the gifts you have been given. As you journey down this path you will then work with your facilitator one on 

one to explore these gifts. In the final phase you will learn how to bring your gifts to life. 

There are several small groups options to pick from. Both in person and Zoom available. 

We are also offering a men’s group and young adult group. All start week of September 25th.

Registration for The Spiritual Gifts Journey small groups open August 15th.  

Register HERE through Realm - $25 Registration Fee for materials and online access. 

Small 
Group 

Options

1 Sign up for small group August 15 
to September 21

2 Small Groups Meet in 
person or Zoom

3 Discover and discern 
your gifts

4 Discern in depth with  
fellow parishioners

Small Group Registration opens Monday,  August 15th

Sundays: 7pm with Rosemary Somich - Zoom

Monday Mornings: 10am with Ellen Ferrone - in-person Founders Room

Monday Evenings: 7pm Men’s Group with Jacob House - Hybrid (in-person or zoom)

Tuesday Mornings: 10am with Gladys Whitehouse - Zoom

Tuesday Evenings: 7pm with Michael Somich - Zoom

Wednesdays: 12pm (Lunch hour) Young Adult Group with Beth Gaudette - Zoom

Thursdays: 9:30am with Mae Villanueva - in-person
Scan to Register
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For more information on being a 
Family Sponsor, email 

Marisa.Ferrara@stfancisraleigh.org  

The Cancer 
Support Group   
Here there is hope. Here 
there is deep under-
standing. Here there is 

camaraderie. We are a group touched by 
cancer and we gather monthly to listen 
and offer support to each other. No mat-
ter where you are on your journey; newly 
diagnosed, long-hauler, or in survivorship 
come gather with us.  Here is where we 
laugh, cry and pray with each other as 
we journey with cancer. We meet  virtu-
ally the Third Thursday of the Month at 
1:00pm. The next meeting is September 
15. Contact Sziemer.slp@gmail.com for 
questions. 

Catholic Parish Outreach 
Bags will be passed out after Masses the 
weekend of Sept 10/11. The CPO Truck 
will be on site the weekends of Sept. 
17/18 and 24/25 to collect your filled 
grocery bags. Drop off times to the truck 
those 2 weekends are: Saturday 4:45-
6:00pm and Sunday 7:00am-1:15pm and 
4:45-6:00pm. To sign up to assist with 
passing out bags or working at the truck 
visit: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
20f0449afab2eabfd0-catholic 
For more information please visit: https://
www.stfrancisraleigh.org/catholic-par-
ish-outreach/  

 https://onrealm.org/StFrancisRaleigh/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NGI2YjYzZjgtZTdmOS00NTlmLWFmYmYtYWVkYjAwMDM5ZWMz 
mailto:Marisa.Ferrara%40stfancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:Sziemer.slp%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449afab2eabfd0-catholic
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449afab2eabfd0-catholic
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/catholic-parish-outreach/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/catholic-parish-outreach/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/catholic-parish-outreach/
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Join us for Coffee and Donuts Sunday, September 11th  
following 9:00am Mass from 10:00am-11:00am in Fellowship 
Hall hosted by the Justice and Peace. 

It will be a time to visit with fellow parishioners and to  
celebrate as we continue to walk this journey 
of faith together as a community dedicated  
to our Franciscan heritage. All are welcome!

Coffee and Donuts Sunday Schedule
Sunday, October 30th Sunday, March 26, 2023 
Sunday, November 13th Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 Sunday, May 7, 2023 
Sunday, February 12, 2023

Sunday, September 11 @ 10:00 

Youth Basketball Season
Registration  is  NOW OPEN

Join us for the 32nd season of the 
St. Francis Youth Basketball League. 
Participants shall have a spirit of 
loyalty to Catholic ideals, to parish, 
to coach, and to the team. The 
program enables the gifted to excel, 
the less gifted to participate and 
improve. This program is open to 
girls and boys grades 1st thru 8th, in 
6 different divisions. Practices will be 
held once per weeknight and begin 
late October. Division 1 (grades 1 & 
2) will practice before their games on 
Saturday and not during the week. 
Games will be on Saturday and 
Sunday. The season will run through 
Early February. For more information 
and to register visit: https://www.
stfrancisraleigh.org/st-francis-youth-
basketball-league-2/ 

 
 

TUESDAY NIGHTS 
8:00PM-10:30PM

IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER
$5 PER PLAYER

 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALLWOMEN'S BASKETBALL
OPEN PLAYOPEN PLAY

 
THE MINISTRY LEADER WILL BE

JESSICA DOUGHERTY.
 

DOUGHERTY_JESS@YAHOO.COM

https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/st-francis-youth-basketball-league-2/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/st-francis-youth-basketball-league-2/
https://www.stfrancisraleigh.org/st-francis-youth-basketball-league-2/
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Education Ministries
Dawn Smith, Principal

Follow Your Dreams and Your Passions

When the doors first opened at The Fran-
ciscan School, a newness radiated the 
campus. A newness surrounded by the 
warmth of special people embarking on 
a journey together. Lindsey Chehreh Ed-
wards ‘06 joined TFS the year it opened 
as a third grader. “The school was brand 
new but everyone was so welcoming,” 
says Edwards. Joining together created a 
special bond for those first students, and 
Edwards shares that TFS is where she 
made lifelong friends. 

Those early days at TFS made an impact 
on Edwards and her future. After grad-
uating from TFS, she went on to attend 
Cardinal Gibbons High School and then 
Barton College in Wilson, NC where she 
graduated with a double major in Human 
Resources and Business Management. 
After working in HR for various compa-
nies, Edwards has returned to the Cath-
olic Diocese of Raleigh where she is an 
HR Generalist. “I knew I wanted to make 

a positive impact on the lives of people 
who work for the Catholic Diocese of 
Raleigh,” says Edwards. 
Edwards believes wholeheartedly in the 
importance of HR and the difference it 
makes in the people who work for an 
organization. She plans to obtain her 
PHR, a specialized certification for HR 
professionals. This certification will help 
increase her technical and operational 
knowledge of HR management, as well 
as assist in implementing programs with 
tactical and logistical orientation. She 
dreams of continuing her career in HR, 
impacting work in the HR field and at the 
Catholic Diocese of Raleigh.  
Reflecting back on her time at TFS, she 
particularly remembers her first teacher 
at the school who made an impact on 
her- third grade teacher Mrs. Belna. 
She also fondly thinks back on her days 
in the before-school program, as well 
as Mrs. Marie Leone who managed it. 
“Mrs. Leone always had a smile on her 
face and made us feel like a part of her 
family.” And among many other favorite 
memories of the school, attending field 
day while watching teachers get dropped 
into the dunking booth always makes her 
laugh and smile. 
Thankful for her journey and her time at 
TFS, Edwards leaves the following wis-
dom for current students:  “Follow your 
dreams and your passion. And always 
keep the faith.”  
The Franciscan School’s curriculum is 
the foundation on which we have built 
over twenty-two years of educational 
excellence, and one on which our alumni 
have based their future success. To find 
out more about The Franciscan School, 
more information can be found on our 
website. You can also contact Principal 
Dawn Smith at dawn.smith@stfrancisra-
leigh.org.

mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:dawn.smith%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Heidi Hobler, Preschool Director
Education Ministries

“Children are a heritage from the Lord…”  Psalm 127:3 

Do you remember that scene in the 
classic film, “The Sound of Music”, when 
Julie Andrews sings that iconic verse: 
“The hills are alive with the sound of 
music…”?  Well this past week, I felt like 
singing: “The hallways are alive with the 
sound of children!” It was such a wonder-
ful week as we welcomed back our 2, 3, 
4, and 5-year olds!   
All of the staffs’ excellent efforts and 
painstakingly careful preparations paid 
off as we witnessed and appreciated the 
many smiles, giggles, and magic which 
appeared as our students began a new 
school year. While there was a tiny bit 
of trepidation on the part of some of our 
older students who had never been to 
preschool, it was quickly replaced by en-
thusiasm!  It was extra special this year 

to have our 2-year olds join us. While it 
is often the case that the majority of our 
two-year olds have never been to school, 
for many in this group, it was really the 
first time being with others, particularly 
peers. Because these little ones were 
born during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many have not had the same social 
exposures as they might have had prior 
to this challenging time. 
To say that the teachers and I appreci-
ated the return of the students is an un-
derstatement for sure!  We are energized 
and renewed by their excitement and 
love of learning. It is amazingly rewarding 
when you overhear a child say to his/her 
parent, “This day was awesome!”, when 
you see a student run in to greet his/her 

teacher with a bear hug, or when a par-
ent comments, “We are beyond grateful 
to be part of this school.”  
Whether it’s the first day or the last, we 
remain keenly aware of what a gift our 
students are! Please join me in a prayer 
of gratitude for all that they bring to us 
today and will bring tomorrow!  We are 
truly blessed and grateful! Please also 
continue to pray for good health, happy 
learning, and a wonderful school year 
ahead for everyone! 
To learn more about becoming part of 
our incredible preschool family and the 
opportunities we provide, please visit our 
website at www.preschoolatstfrancis.com 
or contact Shelley Freeman at: shelley.
freeman@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

Welcome Back, Preschool Students!

http://www.preschoolatstfrancis.com
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:shelley.freeman%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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As we wrap up our 10th Season of Youth Volleyball at St. Fran-
cis, my staff and I are reminded of how much we have to be 
thankful for with all the volunteer support given to this league. 
Whether it’s volunteering to keep score, being a line judge, ref-
ereeing or helping coach our youth as they learn and grow their 
volleyball skills; each and every one of these volunteer roles 
plays a special part in helping this league run successfully. 
One of the most important volunteer roles in this league is very 
often left unnoticed or recognized because many are unaware 
of all the logistics handled by the Volunteer Ministry Leader. 
All of our Parish leagues are run with the help of a Volunteer 
Ministry Leader and in this case Erika Atkinson is the dedicated 
volunteer for Youth Volleyball. 
Erika works directly with our Community Life team to coor-
dinate the players in our league and the logistics of trying to 
make sure kids are placed on a team with a practice night they 
can attend. If Erika isn’t here making sure things are running 
smoothly, she’s also volunteers as a coach/adult presence for 3 
teams in the league. 
The apple does not fall far for the tree, two of Erika’s children, 
Skylar and Avery also volunteer their time and talent to coach 
teams in the league. This is one of the very special things about 
this league, we have many returning players (Dev Bucholz, Lilly 
Soltz, Riley Kranepool, Elyse Smelcer, Avery Atkinson, Skylar 
Atkinson, Jessica Hawkins, and Tarah Guntow) that volun-
teer their time and talents to coach teams. I will tell you Erika 
doesn’t do this for the recognition, but for her love of the game, 
and seeing the children of our community and their love of the 
game. 
It’s volunteers like Erika Atkinson that help us not only build 
these children’s passion for sports, but also teach them team-
work and sportsmanship at the same time. 
Thank you to all of the volunteers, refs, players, parents, and 
fans of St. Francis Youth Volleyball 2022. We have missed you 
all very much during the pandemic and were happy to see all 
the excited children and parents return this season. 

Employment Opportunity 
The Franciscan School 
Coordinator of Bridges 
After School Program 

The Bridges Program at The Franciscan School 
provides the opportunity to extend learning and 
fun at the end of each school day. Bridges After 
School program offers homework assistance, 
inside and outside play, and arts and crafts. The 
coordinator of Bridges is responsible for the overall 
running of the program, which includes policy 
recommendations, supervision of staff, purchasing 
supplies, facilitating outside vendors and interact-
ing with parents, as it relates to their child’s time 
in the program. This is a full time, benefit eligible 
position. Preferred candidates will have previous 
experience working with elementary aged children, 
as well as supervisory experience. Successful 
completion of the diocesan background check is 
required. If you are interested in joining our won-
derful staff, please email a resume and cover letter 
to tfsresume@stfrancisraleigh.org.  

 

Employment Opportunity
St. Francis Preschool 

Spanish Enrichment Instructor 
Part time (8-10 hours per week) 

St. Francis Preschool is seeking an enthusiastic 
individual who is bilingual in Spanish to join our 
staff as a Part Time Spanish Enrichment instructor.  
This person will be responsible for developing and 
delivering fun-filled lessons that will engage and 
enhance the preschool experience of our three, 
four and five year olds.  Successful completion of 
the Diocesan background check and experience 
working with  3-5 year olds is required.  Knowledge 
and experience in lesson planning for 3-5 year 
olds is preferred.  To apply, please email
Heidi.Hobler@stfrancisraleigh.org. 

 

Thank you to all of the volunteers, refs, players, 
parents, and fans of St. Francis Youth Volleyball 2022

mailto:tfsresume%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
mailto:heidi.hobler%40stfrancisraleigh.org?subject=
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Ashley Watson, Coordinator of Community Programs 

Are you looking for more effective ways 
to address political differences with those 
you love? If so, please consider joining 
fellow parishioners and friends on Thurs-
day, Sep 15, 2022, 7-9:15pm, Founders 
Room in Anthony Hall for “Families and 
Politics”, a workshop designed to help 
participants learn strategies and practice 
skills for addressing polarization within 
families. Register at bit.ly/depolariz-
eSFA2022a. 

Skilled, experienced moderators from 
Braver Angels will lead this, our second 
parish workshop on depolarization. Brav-
er Angels, a national organization with a 
strong presence in the Triangle area and 
across North Carolina, exists to promote 
respect, civility, empathy, and goodwill in 
our interactions with those with whom we 
disagree politically.

Parish Workshop on Families and Politics
Thursday, September 15, 

7:00-9:15pm

http://bit.ly/depolarizeSFA2022a
http://bit.ly/depolarizeSFA2022a
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScWJ9JFOUOqZ9hBv9qrIwS3TRZZOzzIy078uylrucpJtHJoeA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Flood waters swallow, intense droughts 
continue, and wildfires consume, and 
yet we find ourselves unable or unwilling 
to aggressively address the issues that 
affect our common home. Every year, 
churches across the world come togeth-
er for the “Season of Creation,” from 
September 1st through October 4th, to 
raise our awareness, prayer, and action 
to address these issues and more related 
to a changing climate and our neglect of 
God’s creation.  
Pope Francis wrote in his 2015 teaching 
document called Laudato Si’ that our 
earth is like our sister, “This sister now 
cries out to us because of the harm we 
have inflicted on her by our irresponsible 
use and abuse . . . the earth herself  .  
. . is among the most abandoned and 
maltreated of our poor; . . . We have for-
gotten that we ourselves are dust of the 
earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are 
made up of her elements, we breathe her 
air, and we receive life and refreshment 
from her waters.” 
This year’s Season of Creation theme is 
“Listen to the Voice of Creation.” 
There is a long-standing view within 
the Judeo-Christian tradition that God 
speaks to us through creation, that crea-

tures speak to us of the Creator’s good-
ness, truth, and beauty. With this theme, 
we are invited to ask ourselves: To what 
are we listening? Where does God speak 
to us in creation? Can we stop and listen 
deeply to the cry of the poor and the cry 
of the earth? What is distracting us? 
In this Season of Creation, our Care of 
Creation Ministry (stfccreation@gmail.
com) is offering a number of opportu-
nities to learn more about our earth, to 
experience it spiritually, to listen deeply, 
and to demonstrate our care for creation. 
We look forward to you joining us. 

Celebrate the Season of Creation  

Gather for a family movie night to view 
the film Kiss the Ground available via 
Netflix or check bit.ly/vwkgrd. We then 
invite you to a virtual discussion on 
Wednesday, September 7 at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. The link is:  
umsystem.zoom.us/j/5452370000?p-
wd=UUx6OG9wOWJiMEhjaTkrYWYwR-
W5oQT09 
Start reading the book Regeneration: 
Ending the Climate Crisis in One Gen-
eration and mark your calendar for an 
in-person book discussion on September 

27th in Founder’s Room. You can find 
this book at your local library or purchase 
at your favorite book story/outlet. There 
is a lot of information in this book, so 
please start early! Read and mark the 
areas that interest you most to be ready 
for discussion on the book. Check here 
for more information; bit.ly/phregbk.  
Join us for Reflective Tour of the St. 
Francis Church Grounds – “Through the 
Windows of St. Francis”: meet Sunday, 
September 11 from 4:15-5:15 pm in 
front of St. Mary of the Angels Chapel. 
Then join parishioner Michelle Kaiser 
for a short three-stop walking tour of 
our campus. Each will use a different 
spiritual tradition to guide us to a prayer-
ful connection with creation. Or use the 
QR code below to do a self-guided tour 
during this Season of Creation. 
More Season of Creation opportunities 
later in September. Details forthcoming! 
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Food Donations Needed 
One of our ministries needs your help! On the first Sunday of every 
month some of your fellow parishioners help to provide a breakfast 
meal to the women at the Helen Wright Center, a shelter for women 
experiencing homelessness. We provide a number of supplies as 
well as prepared meals that will be served that morning. We are in 
especial need of donations for our September 4th breakfast. If you 
would like to help, please sign up here, https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10c0d4faca723a6f85-breakfast, or contact the group’s 
leader, Angela James, at 2angelajames@gmail.com. 
Thank you so much for your time and generosity! 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:stfccreation%40gmail.com?subject=
http://bit.ly/vwkgrd
http://umsystem.zoom.us/j/5452370000?pwd=UUx6OG9wOWJiMEhjaTkrYWYwRW5oQT09
http://umsystem.zoom.us/j/5452370000?pwd=UUx6OG9wOWJiMEhjaTkrYWYwRW5oQT09
http://umsystem.zoom.us/j/5452370000?pwd=UUx6OG9wOWJiMEhjaTkrYWYwRW5oQT09
http://bit.ly/phregbk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4faca723a6f85-breakfast
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4faca723a6f85-breakfast
mailto:2angelajames%40gmail.com?subject=


As you may know women are the fast-
est-growing segment of the prison popu-
lation in our country. In particular, sisters 
of color are unfairly, over-represented in 
this population due in large measure to 
negative racial bias toward poor commu-
nities of color. 
Upon release and having paid their debt 
to society, these sisters in Christ are 
very motivated to become successful, 
productive citizens. But far too often they 
face significant barriers to obtaining and 
keeping employment, housing and social 
services. As a result, almost 30% of 
them return to prison within three years; 
even more return over time. 

New Transportation Ministry 
with 

Interfaith Prison Ministry for Women (IPMW) 
IPMW works to eliminate these barriers 
and end the cycles of poverty, addiction, 
and violence by resourcing formerly 
incarcerated women emotionally, spiritu-
ally, and physically. Transportation to and 
from work, to and from medical appoint-
ments and to and from social services 
is perhaps the most fundamental barrier 
these women face. Without transporta-
tion, little progress can be made.  
We at St. Francis have a wonderful 
opportunity to help! Please RSVP and 
come to learn about this new ministry. 
New Transportation Ministry - IPMW 

Information Session 
Tuesday, September 20th, 6:30 pm 
Founder's Room in Anthony Hall 
RSVP: https://bit.ly/SFA-IPMWrides 

Whether you can give one hour a month, 
one hour a week, one hour a day or 
anything in between, your help is needed 
to drive our sisters in Christ to their daily 
commitments and back home again. 
‘Home’ is transitional housing here in 
Raleigh, not too far from St. Francis.  
By taking a few minutes out of your day, 
you could help someone realize her 
own dignity and worth, heal from past 
traumas, succeed in the workforce, and 
mend her family and relationships. Won’t 
you give it a try?  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
By Sharon Winzeler

In today’s Gospel, Today, we hear Jesus 
say to us, “…when you hold a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame 
and the blind; blessed indeed will you be 
because of their inability to repay you. 
For you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.”
Members of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society at St. Francis work as champions 
of others, whether it is listening to their 
stories, advising them on resources in 
the community that can help or bring-
ing their needs to the SVdP meeting to 
request funds on their behalf.

Have you ever been so ill that you 
couldn’t work?  One SVdP visitor talked 
to a neighbor whose GI infection con-
tinued to debilitate her despite medical 
treatment.  As a result, she could not 
work and got behind on her electric bill. 
Another client with long Covid got behind 
in rent and was helped by SVdP from St. 
Francis and Our Lady of Lourdes as well 
as the Friendship Fund at First Presby-
terian Church. She has since returned to 
work.
SVdP at St. Francis of Assisi provides 
hope, compassion, referrals, and short-
term financial help for families in the 
area. Most of the cases are the working 

poor—families who can pay their bills 
until they get an unexpected situation—a 
funeral, a car needing service, a sick-
ness. Any of those situations could make 
them need help with rent or utilities.
If you are someone who doesn’t feel 
comfortable working directly with people 
in need but really want to help, we could 
use someone to keep our resource 
sheets up to date. This is an important 
part of our mission that can be done from 
your own computer and impact the lives 
of others. 
If you would like to volunteer, contact 
Cathy Smith at smithtcr@gmail.com.

https://bit.ly/SFA-IPMWrides
mailto:smithtcr%40gmail.com?subject=
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2205 E. Millbrook Road, Raleigh, NC 27604
Serving the Triangle area for burials and cremations since 1974.

Visit our websites: www.CremationSocietyNC.com • www.CapitalFuneralHomeNC.com
Phone: (919) 571-3300 • Fax: (919) 877-0207

DAUNTLESS
Transmissions.com
8809-B Gulf Court • Raleigh, NC 27617

Gil Gutierrez | (919) 786-0230
gil@dauntlesstransmissions.com • www.dauntlesstransmissions.com

10% Labor Discount 
with this coupon

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 28, 2022

You have approached Mount Zion 
 and the city of the living God.

— Hebrews 12:22a
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Apex Funeral Home
 550 W. Williams St., Apex, NC 919-362-8233

www.apexfuneral.com
Brown-Wynne Funeral Homes and Crematory

 200 SE Maynard Rd., Cary, NC 919-467-8108
 300 Saint Mary’s St., Raleigh, NC 919-828-4311
 1701 E. Millbrook Rd., Raleigh, NC 919-876-6900

www.brownwynne.com
Mitchell Funeral Home at Raleigh Memorial Park

 7209 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-783-7128
www.mitchellatrmp.com

Raleigh Memorial Park and Mausoleums
 7501 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh, NC 919-787-2766

www.raleighmemorialpark.com

Your Local Dignity Providers

Chauncy F. Nelson, DDS, MS, PA, parishioner
10940 Raven Ridge Road, Suite 204

(919) 845-2900
Making the world a more beautiful place...one smile at a time.™

nelsonorthodontics.com

“Your Smile, Our Passion!”

 Actual 

Campbell Patient

Proud Supporter of
St. Francis of Assisi!

9317 Leesville Rd., Raleigh
919.870.8298

 www.EricCampbellOrtho.com

Free Consultation and 10% off  
Any One Dental Procedure for  

New Patients! (Limit 1 per Person)

Gentle Dental
Dr. Anthony F. 

Scaramuzzo, DDS, PLLC

919.848.1343

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

For Information ... Call
800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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Eric D. Challgren, MD
Gregory J. Wilmoth, MD
Margaret B. Boyse, MD

Laura D. Briley, MD
Tracey S. Cloninger, PA-C

919-782-2152
4201 Lake Boone Trail,

Suites 200 & 207, Raleigh, NC 27607
www.southernderm.com

• Business Law • Contracts, Leases
• Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney • Estate Administration

Larry Warner, JD, MBA • Parishioner
919-510-8130 • larry@warnerlawoffices.net

  LOIS MAGEE
BROKER, GRI, CRS, SRES, SPS, SLS, SFR

“Your North Raleigh Neighbor”
CELL: 919-349-1252
LOISVMAGEE@GMAIL.COM

Parishioner Since 1985

St. Francis Parishioner

AUTO • HOME
LIFE • DISABILITY

LONG TERM CARE

783.0500 
www.ChadRichards.com 5300 Six Forks Road

CHAD RICHARDS STATE FARM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Specializing in Rehearsal Dinners and family celebrations.
1 mi west of Crabtree Valley Mall 781-8750

8300 Falls of Neuse Rd. ◆ Suite 104
(919) 846-9668

www.advancedphysicaltherapync.com
Owners: Brian & Debbie Conly

Physical Therapy &  
Professional Massage

America’s Choice in Homecare
(919) 787-4317
Non-Medical In-Home Care     FREE IN-HOME ASSESSMENT

www.VisitingAngels.com/Raleigh

Funerals made easier
A Family Legacy of Caring Since 1920.

919.866.1866          RFHR.com

Joann Samelko
Broker, ABR, CLHMS, CRS, GRI, SRES

919-616-2555
jsamelko@gmail.com

Parishioner

affiliated with Northside Realty

Call us at
1-800-432-3240

to reach the
Catholic Community

for an
Unbeatable Price

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.432.3240
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